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NOTES Critical, Hiſtorical, and Practical, 


ON THE NE 
Book of PSAL3 Ms. 


PSALM XXXIV. SECT. XXV. 


A religious thankful commemoration of peculiar 
favours and mercies. Earneſt perſuaſives 10 
the practice of piety and virtue, from this con- 
fideration that it ſecures the divine regard and 
protection; whereas the contrary incurs God's 
terrible diſpleaſure. - An ode or Hymn of David, 
on occaſion of his counterfeiting tunacy in the 
preſence of * Abimelech or Achiſh xing of Gath, 
and by that artifice probabiy eſcaping J en. 
ment of @ jÞPy. 1 Sam. xxi. 10. 


3 


PS ALM xxxiv. 1. PS A 1 M xxxiv. * 


Will bleſs the A N. eſpecial occali ion NOW Stcr. 25. 


Lo Ro at all times: 
bis praiſe gl, con- offers, and At . always 3 


tinually de in my gives me the ſincereſt plea- Par 
mouth. ſure, to declare an affectionate XXXIV. Ls 


b Abimelech,' i. e. 2 the lin. i is ſoppoſed to have 


been the ſtyle or comman title of their 9 5 as Pharah 
and Ptolemy were of the Epe an * 
Vol. III. B | 


L FE 
* 


regard 


2 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 25. regard and ready becoming 
_— gratitude to the divine Being : 
xxxiv. 1. his diſtinguiſhing fayours, 
7 with the peculiar goodneſs 
and mercy which they mani- 
feſt, ſhall be honourably men- 
tioned, the deepeſt ſenſe of 7 
them preſerved and the moſt , 
laſting memorials tranſmitted. = 
2 My thoughts ſhall center 2. My foul ſhall » 
on this good Gop, this pre- _—_ _ _=_ = E 
ſerver of my life; I will glory ble ſhall hear thereof 
and all my faculties be in and be glad. 
tranſports to extol and adore 
him; and truſt every thing 
that concerns me in his 
faithful hands: the humble 
and afflicted from all quarters 
ſhall readily congratulate my 
deliverance, and moſt cor- 
dially join me in thankfut 
acknowledgments. ne 
3 Come, my brave aſſociates | 3: — . — 
in adverſity, we have wept, jet us exalt his name 
let us rejoice together; and together. 
do you chearfully unite with 
mine your higheſt and moſt 
harmonious ſtrains to cele- 
brate our common ſupport 
and moſt bountiful bene- 
factor: our ſympathies are 
moſt fenfible and lively, in 
perfect concert and with a b 
| glorious unanimity let us * 
aſcribe to * Almighty all 4 
poſlible praiſes. 4 
e Clouded 5 


18 vs 
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4. I ſought the 
Lob, and he heard 


me, and delivered 


me from all my 
fears. | 


5. © They looked 
unto him and were 
lightened: and their 
faces were not aſha- 
med, 


6. This poor man 
cried, and the LOD 
heard him; and ſaved 


him 


Clouded with diſmal 
thoughts, and oppreſſed with 
heavy cares, I ſupplicated an 
Infinite Being to throw light 
on my counſels, and favour 
my uſt deſigns; and he in- 
ſtantly anſwered and effec- 
tually helped me: diſperſed 
my apprehenſive fears and 
brought me out of the great- 
eſt dangers. - 

So certain and withal fo 
ſpeedy, to people ſeemingly 
at the laſt extremity, 
ſuccour frequently been ſent, 
that in the very act of raiſing 
their thoughts and eyes to 
God they have been reheved; 
expecting his help has won- 
derfully aſſiſted them; and 
as the reſult of their piety 
and virtue they have early 


3 


SECT. 25» 


— 
PsaLM 
xxxiv. 4. 


3 


experienced the molt agree- 


able difference in their diſtreſ- 
ſed countenances, the train of 
their mournful thoughts and 
the courſe of their perplexed 
affairs. 

And to ſupport and en- 
courage themſelves in every 

B 2 


e This pſalm being an alphabetical one, and each ſtanza 
conſiſting of two verſiculi or lines, Edwards thinks it very 
evident that one is wanting both in this and the next ver. 
However the ſenſe ſeems to be compleat without any ad- 
dition; and to be plainly this, that the humble looked to 


David, and ſeeing how God had dealt with him, were re- 
vived and encouraged. 


6 


future 


4 


1. 


PS ALM 
xxxiv. 6. 


7 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sect. 25 future emergency, all upright him out of alt his 


men to the end of the world, 
ſhall dire&ly point at me as 
an inſtance ,where integrity 
was not deſerted ; ſaying, this 
neglected, perſecuted and ac- 
cording to human common 
eſtimates, very deſpicable 
worthleſs mortal offered up 
prayers with loud cries unto 


him that was able to ſave, 


and he pitied his miſery, 
granted his requeſt, and quick- 
ly redreſſed all his grievances. 
- They may always depend 
for help upon an Infinite 
Gop, for he hath appointed 
his angel or meſſenger as a 
mighty prince, or experienced 
general with a formidable ar- 
my, to pitch his tents ſo as to 
guard on every {ide with an 
inviſible heavenly hoſt his 
faithful ſervants; preſerve 
them from dangers, and de- 
fend them from the attempts 
and deſigns of their enemies. 
Let this ſink deep into 
every mind as a certain moſt 
important maxim, eſpecially 
let me invite and urge all 
men to make the experiment, 
that there is no one good 
like Gop: happy beyond 
thought and expreſſion 1s 
the patient and modeſt, truly 
pious 


troubles, 


7 The angel of 
the Loxp encam- 
peth round about 
them that fear him, 
and delivereth them. 


8. O taſte and ſee 
that the LoRp 7s 
good; bleſſed zs the 
man at truſteth in 
him, 
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pious and virtuous, who ſin- 
cerely obeys and entirely 
relies upon him. 
9. O fear the As an inſtance of the 
Load, ye his ſaints: higheſt prudence, and the 


for there is no want 


e e as Db ground of perfect ſecurity, 


Mg you who profeſs true religion, 
fear diſpleaſing Gop by pur- 
ſuing wrong meaſures, or 
diſobeying his righteous laws: 
for there is no want as to ne- 
ceſſary ſupport and all the 
moſt valuable intereſting 
bleſſings, to thoſe who ſteadi- 
ly conform to theſe ſacred 
rules. 

10. The young Notwithſtanding their 


tions do lack, and ſtrength and fierceneſs young 
ſuffer hunger, but 


they that ſeck the lions are ſometimes diſap- 


Lonxp hall not want pointed of their Prey and for- 
any d good Ting. ced to endure pining hunger: 
arbitrary tyrannical and world. 

ly minded men, in like man- 

ner, who depend wholly up- 

on their ſecular power, mul- 

titude of riches, and rapa- 

B 3 cious 


4 Biſhop Hare and Edæuards ſuppoſe h 72 to have 
crept into the text from the margin, where they were de- 
ſigned as a ſupplement to the ſenſe; for the metre, they 
take to be better, and the Hebrew more elegant without 
them. However there ſeems a beautiful contraſt, [under- 
ſtanding by lions, covetous and ambitious men] betwixt 
them and righteous ones, the former are often diſappointed 
in the objects of their moſt violent appetites ; whereas the 
latter or religious virtuous men are unexpectedly preſerved, 


and certain to obtain the nobleſt good on which their de- 
fires are fixed, 


5 


SECT. 25. 


— —ᷣ— 
Ps ALM 


xxxiv. 8. 


6 A'PARAPURASE on the 


SECT. 25. cious avarice have been re- 
* Y— duced to the utmoſt diſtreſs 
SALM . . 4 

xxxiv. 10. and indigence; and canneither 
be ſatisfied with nor ſecure 
of the uncertain tantalizing 
objects of their miſtaken con- 
fidence: but they who employ 
their thoughts upon the great- 
neſs of Gop's power and 
goodneſs, and 1n their lives 
obey his commandments, 
may leave their moderate in- 
duſtry and honeſt deſigns to 
his care and management, 
fully aſſured that they ſhall 
never be abandoned by pro- 
vidence; nor left deſtitute of 
what is neceſſary and truly 
good for them. 

11 Upon this ſubject, which 
is doubtleſs the foundation 
of all good and happineſs, 
that you may not be in any 
reſpe& miſtaken, my dear 


children, allow me to be your 


inſtructor and moſt friendly 
monitor: give me only your 
attention and I will clearly 


deſcribe to you the nature 


and properties with the effects 
and conſequences of religious 
virtue; or ſtrongly point out 
for you the glorious way to 
obtain the choiceſt favours 


and ſolid laſting bleſſedneſs. 
What- 


11. Come ye chil. 
dren, hearken unto 
me Iwill teach you 
the fear of theLLozp. 


a” 
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12. What man 7zs 
Be that deſireth life, 
and © loveth many 
days, that he may 
ſee good ? 


13. Keep thy 
tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from 


ſpeaking guile, 


14. Depart from 
evil, and do good ; 
ſeek peace, and pur- 
ſue it. 


Whatever man, for 1tSecr. 25. 


equally concerns the whole 
human ſpecies, is deſirous 
truly to live and enjoy his 
exiſtence in the greateſt per- 
fection; likewiſe, would wil- 
lingly prolong his days to the 
utmoſt extent of a temporary 
being, and convert his allot- 
ment of earthly good to his 
greateſt advantage and ſatis- 
taction; if his mind be only 
teachable, and his ignorance 
and error not grown old and 
obſtinate I will preſcribe to 
him. 

The firſt leſſon J ſhall moſt 13 
affectionately inculcate, is the 
exacteſt prudence in ſpeaking, 
or the moſt perfect govern- 
ment of the tongue; to guard 
it againſt all profaneneſs to 
the diſhonour of the Infinite 
Creator; and ail falſehood, 
prevarication, flattery and 
calumny to the prejudice of 
your fellow creatures. 

Mark, to avoid with the14 
utmoſt circumſpection and 
ſtand clear of all immoral 
vicious or miſchievous diſpo- 
ſitions and actions; and as 

B 4 you 


» 
© Literally, as Mudge obſerves, loveth days to ſee good; 
that is, that loveth a long life in order to ſee good, the 


good of this world, 


xxxiv. 12. 


8 


Ster. 25. 


Ps ALM 
xxxiv. 14. 


15 


16 


A PARA PHR ASE on the 


you have ability and opportu- 
nity promote virtue and com- 
municate happineſs: more- 
over, endeavour by a carriage 
tending that way to conciliate 
and maintain peace with all 
men; be induſtrious and ex- 
tremely ſolicitous to preſerve 
and ſecure the invaluable 
bleſſing. 

Neither doubt of a per- 
ſonal intereſt in and abundant 
recompence for ſuch temper 
and conduct; the favourable 
regard of heaven and provi- 
dence are certainly deter- 
mined to the man of probity 
and benevolence; and when 
he prays under affliction or 
in adverſity, he may depend 
upon the moſt ſpeedy and 
effectual anſwer. 

On the other hand, his 
menacing countenance and 
moſt fierce indignant looks 
are very juſtly directed a- 

ainſt the enemies of man- 
ind, and fomenters of diſ- 
ſenſion animoſity and miſery; 
to extirpate all memorials 
and remains of them from 
. „ the 


1c. The eyes of 
the Loxp are upon 
the righteous, and 
his ears are cen unto 
their cry. 


16. f The face of 
the Lord is againſt 7 
them that do evil, 
to cut off the remem- 
brance of them from 
the earth. 


f ND faces, ſeems very properly rendered by Malmoni- 
des, anger or indignation. More Newoch. Par. 3. C. xxxvil. 
See 1 Som. i. 18. as the paſſion of anger commonly firſt 
diſcovers itſelf in the countenance. This verſe i; 7 


to be read in a parentheſis that the next may com 


propꝛiety. 


in With 


Mr, bigs FT » 
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the earth, and conſign their Scer. 25. 
ne names bs ever SEV 


17. The rightcous 
cry, and the LORD 
heareth, and deliver- 
eth them out of all 
their troubles. 


18. The Loꝝxp 25 
nigh unto them that 
are of a broken 
heart: and ſaveth 
ſuch as be of a con- 
trite ſpirit. 


* 


Ar 


laſting oblivion. 

The good and merciful 17 
may for a ſeaſon endure hard © 
things from prevailing ini- 
quity, but they ſhould not 
on that account be weary or 
faint in their minds; for it is 
experienced and undoubted, 
that as certainly as they cry 
to the Lorp, fo certainly 
does he hear, will he deliver, 
and in due time provide them 
with a peaceful harbour and 
perfect tranquillity, 

Neither ought they to con- 18 
clude from the weight of 
their calamities or the power 
of their oppreſſors that relief 
is at a diſtance: the peculiar 
preſence of the Almighty 
and ſovereign relief, are ap- 


proaching and exceeding near 


thoſe whoſe ſpirits are broken 
and humbled with the burden 
of grievous diſtreſſes: thoſe 
afflictions which have yielded 
the peaceable fruits of con- 
trition meekneſs and righ- 
teouſneſs, beyond all queſtion 
are ſhortly to be ſucceeded 
with a temporal dehverance 
or rewarded with eternal 
loving kindneſs. 


In 


xxxiv. 16. 


10 


Sgr. 25. 


— LM 


Wr. 19. 


A PARAPHRASE. on the 


In the mean time, the af- 
flictive circumſtances of a 
truly good and virtuous man 
to exerciſe and perfect his 


' own integrity, or hold forth 


an illuſtrious example of ſelf- 


denial and patience to the 


reſt of the world, may be 
greatly diverſified and full 
of perplexity and miſery ; at 
length however the thickeſt 
clouds diſperſe, he is made 


to ſurvive all, and the Lok o 


20 


reſtores his peace and prol- 
rity. 
Notwithſtanding all the 
ſtorms he has mer with and 


. dangers. to which he has been 


21 


expoſed, in the end it ſhall 
appear that he has been 
ſignally protected; and ſo 
wonderfully preſerved, that 
his whole body is ſafe, no 
bone fractured, not a ſingle 
organ or inſtrument of the 
whole machine loſt or ren- 
dered uſeleſs. 

As to the wicked and deſign- 
ing man, who hath contrived 

an 


19. Many are the 
afflictions of the righ- 
teous; but the LoRD 
delivereth him out 


of them all. 


20. He keepeth 
all his bones: not 
one of them is 
broken. 


21. 8 Evil ſhall 
ſlay the wicked: and 
they that hate the 

righ- 


s The difference. of the divine ceconomy with reſpect 
to good and bad men, here is remarkably ſignified, the 
former are frequently exerciſed and tried with afflictions, 
but when they befal the wicked they ſhall utterly ruin 
him ? This and many other paſſages naturally lead the at- 
tentive reader to conclude, the Ancients believed and very 
frequently referred in their diſcourſes to the rewards and 


puniſh- 
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Book of PSALMS. | 
righteous ſhall be and endeavoured the ruin of Szcr. 25. 


deſolate. 


22. The Lorp 
redeemeth the ſoul 
of his ſervants : ard 
none of them that 
truſt in him ſhall be 
deſolate. 


others, one miſchief and ca- 
lamity or other which befals 
him ſhall prove fatal: and 
they that harbour evil deſigns 
againſt, oppreſs and perſecute 
the innocent peaceable and 
benevolent ſhall be remark- 
ably puniſhed univerſally de- 
ſerted and come to no- 
thing. 

The perfections of an im- 
mutably juſt and good Gop, 


— n——d 
PSALM 
xxxiv. 21. 


22 


are full ſecurity to his up- 


right and faithful ſervants for 
their preſervation well being 
and happineſs; neither ſhall 
any that believe his pro- 
miſes and obey his ſtatutes 
be always wretched or fi- 
nally abandoned and utterly 
periſh, 


puniſhments of a life to come. Aben Exra interpreteth one 
affiiftion hilleth the wicked, when God delivereth the righteous 


out of many. 
/ 


PSALM 


— 


— — —— —⅛Pgß 2 — 1 — — 
T 


12 A PARAPHRASE on the 


- 


©  —- . PSALM XXXV. SECT. XXVI. 


An invocation of or obteſtation made to a moſt righ- 
teous God for juſtice againſt inveterate enemies. 
Their character and behaviour deſcribed. Their 
cauſeleſs hatred. Their falſe accuſations. Their 
baſe ingratitude. His own quite different con- 
duct and moſt tender condolence for them in af- 
fiction. Their unworthy returns and ſavage 

; | cruelty. He engages in the beſt manner poſſible 
to expreſs his thankfulneſs to be delivered from 

their perſecution, and ſee them brought to con- 

1 fuſion. He prays for his partiſans and honeſt 

a ſtaunch abetters. An ode or hymn of David, 

a as is preſumed, when he was violently perſecuted 

if by Saul, and falſely accuſed by Doeg. 


PS AIL M XXxv. 7.  P5arLu xxxv. 1. 
SecT. 26. Am moſt iniquitouſly LEAD my cauſe, 
| treated and falſely accuſed, O Lonn, with- 
| PSALM them that ſtrive with 


| — eſpouſe my cauſe, O thou me: fight againſt 
| Gop of truth and fountain of them that fight a- 
equity, againſt mine adver- gainſt me. 
ſaries: enter the liſts, invin- 
' cible Jenovan, to defend 
li me in oppoſition to thoſe who 
are accompliſhing by force 
of arms what they begun by 
vile arts and malicious ca- 
lumnies, 1 
2 As a mighty and valiant 2. Take hold o 
ſecond in rn up the 1 * 
firſt arms, ſhield and buckler mine help. MO 
that come in his way, in- 
ſtantly to ſuccour his friend 
| Over- 


Book of PSALMS. 13 
overpowered with numbers Szecr. 26. 
and in imminent danger; ſoo 
do thou exert thy power in kg 
my favour, ſupport me by ; 
thy preſence, and protect me, 
unequal of myſelf for the 

. conteſt, by thy providence. 
. b Draw out Not only defenfive but 3 
| — —_— offenſive ones do thou im- 
| them that perſecue medigch apply, and draw 
1 me: ſay unto my gil ering Pear or 
y ſool, I am thy ſal- flaming ſword to obſtruct 
4 vation, their rapid carreer, and damp 
8 their violent progreſs, who in 
I their reſtleſs malice thus 
: ers eagerly and cruelly perſue 
: _ 
7 


me: declare concerning my 

T life which is plainly threate- 
1 ned, I the Loxp: of hoſts 
will hedge up their way with 

1» 1099, 94 - thorns, 


by 
5 — 


* 


h The moſt probable rendering ſeems to be, draw forth 
the lance and ſhort ſword, ſcimitar or ſagaris like the Per- 
ſian acinaces, to meet my perſecutors. 


The following lines may. ſerve to illuſtrate this paſſage, 


When force invades the gift of nature life 
The eldeſt law of nature bids defend: 
And if in :hat defence, a tyrant fall 

His death's his crime not ours, 


Self-preſervation's heaven's eldeſt law, 

Impreſt upon our natures with our life, 

In characters indelible. Who ſhrinks _ 

From this great cauſe is wanting to his reaſon ; 
But when our honour is traduc'd and ſtab'd at 
*Tis virtue, 'tis heroick fortitude 

Then to encounter violence with force, 


14 
Secr. 26. 


R— 
Ps ALM 


xxxv. 3, 4. 


A PARAPHRAE on the 


thorns, and undertake for 
thy preſervation. 

Then they certainly ſhall 
as I cannot but wiſh and pray 
moſt heartily that they may, 
be diſappointed and ſhame- 
fully routed who thus horrid- 
ly aim to take my life: may 
their counſels be infatuated, 
their views defeated and the 


utmoſt terror and confuſion 


ſeize their minds, who have 
formed againſt me theſe de- 
teſted ſchemes of miſchief 
and 13 


Let them retreat and he 


diſperſed with the greateſt 


precipitation and diſorder ; 
as empty light chaff is driven 
and ſcattered before the migh- 
ty wind or raging tempeſt : 
and as if a meſſenger from 
on high, or avenging deſtroy- 
ing angel was executing his 
dreadful office in their utter 
ſubverſion or total overthrow, 
let the victory be improved 


Vol. III. p 16. 


4. Let them be 
confounded and put 
to ſhame that ſeek 
after my ſoul: let 
them be turned back 
and brought to con- 
fuſion that deviſe my 
hurt. 


5. Let them be 
as chaff before the 
wind: and let the 
i angel of the Load 
chaſe them. 


„ and. 


i Angel of the Lord, Madge interprets a very violent wind: 
he maketh his angels winds, &c. 
David to a contrary purpoſe exactly like thoſe of Jacob, 
which he uſed in his form of benediction upon the ſons of 

oſeph, Gen. xIviii. 16. The angel which redeemed me from 
all evil bleſs the lads. And as the latter ſignifies no more 
than a defire that his children might enjoy the angelical 
protection by the ſpecial favour of God to them, ſo thoſe 
of the pſalmiſt the reverſe hereof, See Lew. Heb. Aut. 


Are not theſe words of 


+> 
A 
* 
Fl 
= 
* 
48g 
% 
1 
1 4 7 
1 
:4 
© 
$420 
pf 
Gas 
to 
0 
. 
1 
2 
5 
o 


Book of PS Al MS. 
and the hot purſuit put it out Sect. 26. 


6. Let their way 
be dark and ſlippe- 
ry, and let the angel 
of the Loxp per- 
ſecute them, ; * 


7. For without 
cauſe have they hid 
for me their & net ia 
a pit, which without 
cauſe they have dig- 
ged for my ſoul. 


of their power ever to rally 
or make head again, 


Let all difficulties and ob- 6 


ſtructions of obſcure darkneſs 
and ſlippery roads increale 
the dangers of their haſty 


flight, and prevent theireſcape 


from their quick  purſuers ; 
as 2 winged vindictive angel, 
let the enemy preſs hard up- 


on them, giving them mor- 
tal wounds or hurrying them 


into unavoidable fatal ſnares. 


For without any wrong 7 


done, or the leaſt intende- 
offence given on my part, 
from meer ünprovoked ma- 
lice they have formed and 
are carrying into execution 
the moſt treacherous and per- 
nicious deſigns againſt me: 
as nets are concealed or pits 
digged to catch wild beaſts, 
ſo artful and induſtrious are 


they, I repeat it, without any 
realonable, grounds to take 


me by ſuyrprize and effect my 
Utter ruin. 
When 


The latin rete ſeems borrowed from MW" and the 
whole paſſage as Hammond obſerves to denote the manner 
of toils among the Jews; viz. digging a hole, .and ſlight 
covering it over, and hiding it, and ſetting a ſnaze in it, 
that they that [not ſeeing] preſt the clod, and fell therein, 
might be caught, and held from getting out again. 
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16 i PARAPHRASE. on the 
Sec. 26, | When he | knoweth not, 8. | Let deſtruc- 


- jon —_ _ — — — 
—— — — — — — — 7—2 
— . = = - = = 
- — 2 ry - * 


Fele nor is at all apprized of it, tion come upon him 
| xv. 8. let ruin and deſtruction fall no ry; uy 2 
, e hath 78 
NR the inhuman wicked hid catch himſelf: 8 
e of this miſchief; 5 in into that very de- | 7 
that very; ſnare he hath laid ftruction let him fall. 4 
for me let him be taken — $69] 587-50 , 

be involved in thoſe calamj- 55 
ties and thiſeries and extir- f 
ted by them which he un- 1 
weariedly laboured to heap 5 
upon his innocent neighbour, 1 
9 And as. I am very ſenſible And my ſoul 3 
1 muſt be indebted to a moſt tall 8 4 
the Lord: it ſhall br 
juſt and, good Gop for fo rejoice. in his -ſal- Y 
\ fignal a mercy, 1 will be ſin- vation. | ; 
cerely thank ul for it: in as 9 15 F 
much as ſuch ? A geliverance 4 
ſeems expedient indeed. abſo- 3 
lutely neceſſary for my own ; 
ſafety and to bring about the 

deſigns of providence,” I ſhall 

moſt heartily rejoice i in It as 5 
the LogD's doing, and as an 0 
event wonderfully propitious 7 


„N my affairs. { : 


160 ingiv a, 1 embe; 10 = All my 
4 rig 1 bones ſhall ſay, 


e ALY "i! LosD, who is like 
; unto 
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t 4 / 
! Mudge renders, Let the fit he mindeth not come in his 
Way 3 and his net which he hath hid catch himſelf: into the 


very ſame pit let him fall. At —. literally auhen he 
Fnoweth not. . F " 


m Some render all the vigour «nd frength that i 15 in me 
mall be ſpent in celebrating thy praiſes; others, though 1 
have nothing left but lein and bone [ mw_ not t be wanting 
in this reſpet, . YET SG 4 


© 


_ o_ —y— — 


. 


unto thee, which 
delivereſt the poor 
from him that is too 
ſtrong for him, yea 
the poor and the 
needy, from him that 
ſpoileth him. 


11. Falſe witneſſes 
did riſe up: n they 
laid to my charge 
-hings that I knew 
not. 


taxed, 


» Book of PSALMS. 


frame, which has been affec- Sgr. 26. 


ted, and all matters which 
| PSALM 


concern me embarraſſed, wil 
take a different aſpect, and 
may properly in acknowledg- 
ments of gfatitude declare, 
O Almighty moſt righ- 
teous and gracious Gop and 
Father, who in heaven or 
earth reſembles. or can be 
compared to thee, who in thy 
inexpreſſible and unparallel- 
led kindnefs and compaſſion 
workeſt outdeliverance for the 
deſtitute and diſtreſſed, from 
adverſaries he can neither 
eſcape nor cope with: yea, 


which is not the manner of 


men, the indigent friendleſs 
and greatly injured thou 
reſcueſt from His powerful 
antagoniſt and * op- 
Preſſor. n II 

Among othen iuſtances of 11 
vile iniquity, wretches have 
been ſuborned, or riſen up on 
their own accord, to give pub- 
lick teſtimony to the wicked- 
eſt falſehoods; and have been 
and ſubtly interro- 


gated in order to make me 


agcuſe myſelt of crimes I am 


1 * 


not conſcious of, nor that ever 
entered into my: chou gh. 


4 


n They laid, &C. "Heb. they Py me, ud, would have 


made me mine own accuſer. 


Vor. III. 
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12. with a moſt perfidious and Ik ſpoiling of 


XxX. 


A PARAPHRASE on the a 
And to aggravate further 12. They reward- 
their ill uſage, it is marked ed me evil for good, 


deteſtible ingratitude: to that 
degree that thoſe whe are 
under peculiar obligations, 
not only return miſchiefs and: 
injuries for them, but attempt 
to embitter and even deprive 
me of my life. 


13 On my part, notwith- 13. But as for me, 


ſtanding their malignity, 8 _ 

when + * lay under afflic- anden: 1 hae: 

tion I was truly concerned for bled my ſoul with 

them, and gave all the tokens CO — 

of a diſconſolate mourning; *.: | 

not only refrained: all 4A * 

ſurable ſcenes, and gaiety of 

apparel, but my uſual cloath- 

ing and ordinary food; moſt 

Humbly and ardently to im- 

plore their recovery: theſe 

moſt expreſſive acts of meek- 

neſs and charity had no effect SIS 
their evil tempers and 

perverſe diſpoſitions, to cure 


o Mudge renders extirpation, abortion, bereavement to 
my ſoul; that is, that I may be bereft of my ſoul as a 
woman of an abortive child; i# may /iip from me. It is 
applied te- a tree that caſteth its fruit before it is ripe, a 
land that is barren or a country ſtripped of its inhabitants. 
% Mudge renders, my prayer red or ſettled in my boſom, 
I was never without a prayer for them in my breaſt. For, 
he adds it would be odd to talk. of a prayer's returning, 
without having mentioned any prayer at all. Schmidius. 
he prayed fo ardently that the tears of him praying fell 
wpon or dropt into his boſom. 3 
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14. I behaved my 
ſelf as though he had 
been my friend or 
brother: I bowed 
down heavily, or as 
one that 4 mourneth 
for is mother. 


15. But in mine 
adverſity they re- 
Joiced, and gathered 

them- 


their obſtinacy or in the leaſt Szcr. 26. 
abate their hatred: at the OY 
fame time Ithought them my Ro gar 
duty, what humanity dicta- 
ted, and ſtill continued to 


pray often and moſt fervently 


for them. 

When it was ſignified, that 14 
one of them, who never re- 
turned ſuch kindneſs, was 
any way afflicted or diſtreſſed, 

I moſt cordially ſympathized : 
and in all reſpects behaved my- 
ſelf as if he had been my par- 
ticular friend or near relation: 
my ſtooping gate and down- 
caſt looks ſhewed, that I la- 
mented like a moſt affectio- 
nate mother, for the tender 
life of her beloved off- ſpring. 

On the contrary, when any 15 
misfortune or calamity befel 

C 2 me 


q Heb. a mourning mother, which indeed is the fitteſt in- 
tance of a paſſionate ſorrow : and ſo the Jewih Arab. 


renders, 


Mudge remarks, theſe two verſes expreſs in the 


ſtrongeſt images, the inſults of his enemies; when he halted 
from weakneſs, they gathered about him, and mocked 
him with a mimick halting : {for £223 properly ſignifies peo- 
ple weak in their legs, and conſequently limping and crouch- 
ing] they would come behind him and rend his garment, 
for 509 I think, ſays he, never ſignifies any thing eli. 
they would grin their teeth at him amidſt the looſeſt, 
molt abandoned, profligate ſ ſor there is not a worſe word 
than 20] buffoons by profeſſion, buffoons by buffoonry : 


for ſo he underſtands with the LXX. 0D guaf,, 397512 the 
> abſorbed in the , as in 5d. 


20 


A PARAPHRASE e the 


Secr. 26. me they openly rejoiced, never themſelves together: 
t diſſembled the pleaſure it He, the t abjects 


Ps ALM 
, XXXV, 14. 


| im: and i gathered themſelves 
gave him; and immediately —— 


aſſembled to avail themſelves and 1 knew ir not! 
of the ſad circumſtance to my they did tear me, and 
further diſadvantage: yea, the ceaſcd not. 

moſt worthleſs obſcure vil- 

lains, vulgar infamous crea- 

tures, never of my acquaint- 

ance nor even known to me, 

vnanimouſſy aſſembled to con- 

ſpire my Hurt: they charged 

me with crimes. | was not 

conſcious of, and took my cir- 

cumſtances and actions by the 

worſt handle; never ceaſing 

moſt barbarouſly to rend my 

reputation with reproaches 


and ſlanders. 


16 At their entertainments 16. With s hy po- 


critical mockers in 


and feſtivals, by means of fes: ch gon Ya 
pantomimes buffoons or ſy- upon me with their 
cophants, they had me per- tecth. 
ſonated in diſtorted geſtures 
and deformed motions to 

| throw 


r Abjects, the ſmiters with the tongue as Ainſworth from 
123 70 beat, or as Schultens, willains, infamous men, whipped 
out of the earth. | „ 

s Rab. Sal. mentions vain proud perſons that were ſo 
fond of flattety as to hire people for this purpoſe, and give 
them cakes baked with honey, that they might have their 
full of the poiſon. Hammond renders, trencher friends, 
mockers for a cake, or jeſlers and ſcoffers for a meal's meat 
as their reward from Y to bake :; and derives our Engliſh 
word knave from D fmulatores men that ad parts, or 
perſonate, whiſperers, backbiters, or as Puceck from the Arabis 
{erverſe cracked mockers, See Prov. xxvill.zl. tk. 


— 
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throw upon me the utmoſt Scr. 26. 


17. Lorgp, how 
long wilt thou look 
on? reſcue my ſoul 
from their deſtruc- 
tions, my * darling 
from the lion. 


18. I will give 
thee thanks in the 
great Congregation : 
I will praiſe thee 
among much people. 


19. Let not them 
that are mine ene- 
mies wrongfully re- 
Joyce over me: vei- 


ther 


contempt and abhorrence : 


tation or additional ſcoff, in 
the higheſt degree of in- 
dignation they grated or 
grinded their teeth as if ready 
to devour me. 


24 


4; ( PsaLM 
upon every odious repreſen- viv. 16. 


O all knowing and molt 17 


juſt Gop, how long wilt 
thou be a ſpectator of theſe 
ſcenes and indignities, and 
yet connive at or ſuffer them? 
ſet my life free from that de- 
ſtruction which they have pre- 


pared for it, this one life of 


mine from the jaws of ſavages. 


I will acknowledge the 13 


ineſtimable favour, by the 


moſt publick ſolemn thanłkſ- 


givings, in preſence of the 


great aſſembly, when from 


every quarter they are met 


for religious worſhip at Jeru- 
ſalem : in ſacred hymns com- 
poſed on purpoſe I will cele- 
brate thy goodneſs and faith- 
fulneſs in the midſt of the 
largeft concouries of people. 

Let not, I beſcech thee, 
thoſe wicked men who are 
without any real demerit or 
C 3 provo- 


t As in P/al. xxii. 20. Schmidius and Mudge render, 


HNiean. 


my darling, my poor folitary, unicam ſolitarium anima 


J 


Sect. 26. provocation become mine 
enemies and perſecutors, pre- 
Ps AL u ; r 
10. Vail againſt and triumph over 
Xxx. 9. 0 : . 
me: neither allow them with 
impunity to give ſigns of 
contempt and inſult, in order 


odium, who have conceived 
groundleſs prejudices and a 
moſt unreaſonable cauſeleſs 
hatred. 

20 For they do not give fa- 
vourable and candid repre- 
ſentations of matters, there is 
not a tendency in their diſ- 

| courſe and reports to the 
peace and ſafety of harmleſs 
undeſigning people: but they 
invent and contrive to en- 
tangle and deſtroy thoſe who 
delire to lead peaceable and 
ſober lives in all godlineſs 
and honeſty. 

Indeed they have not dealt 
only in ſurmiſes and ſecret 
calumnies, they have openly 

r 


- 2 


open plainneſs and ſincerity. - 


to bring me under a genera] 


22 A PaRaPHRASE on the 


ther let them u wink 
with the eye, that 
hate me without 2 
cauſe. 


20 For they ſpeak 
not peace, but they 
deviſe deceitful mat- 
ters againſt hem that 
are quiet in the land. 


21. Yea, they 
opened their mouth 
wide againſt me, and 
ſaid, Aha, aha, our 
eye hath ſeen it. 


u Wink with the eye, probably make ſigns to one another 
to ſeize him, or to intimate, now we are ſure of him, 
be tis impoſſible he ſhould eſcape us. 
uſual ſenſe of the expreſſion is giving tokens of wily craft 
and artful ſubtle deſign or guile, in oppoſition to ſimplicity 


However, the moſt 


di Mudge obſerves is an interjection of i»/u/t, upon 
ſeeing the miſery of an enemy; for which reaſon he turns 
the next thus, our eye feaſts its fight, as it would be with the 


conſtruction of a à after it. But ſome underſtand this of 
1 one foul fact vr other whereof they accuſed David, and of 
| | which they declared themſelves eze-witreſes, 


e 


22. Bis thou haſt 
* ſeen, O Loxp, 
keep not ſilence: O 
Loap, be not far 
from me. 


23. Stir up thy 
ſelf, and awake to 
my judgment, ever 
unto my cauſe, my 
God and my LozD. 


24. Judge me, 'O 
Lorp my God, ac- 
cording to thy righ- 
teouſneſs, and let 
them not rejoice over 
me. 


Book of PSALMS: 


vY.. 


avowed a diabolical enmity, Szcr. 26. 


and ſtretching their throats 


to the utmoſt have ſaid, he 
is ſerved right, it is well 
done, fie even fie-upon him; 
far to our own certain know- 


ledge he is the wickedeſt of 


men, and now he ſhall moſt 


Juſtly and fully be puniſhed 


for it. 


PsALM 


Moſt juſt and true Gop, 22 
thou haſt ſeen their iniquity, 
and knoweſt my innocence, 
do thou cauſe that the truth 
be brought to light: O thou 
moſt equal and powerful 


avenger, do thou appear to 


vindicate and ſave me ſpeedi- 
ly before I fall a ſacrifice. 

Be not as if thou ſleepeſt 23 
in inactivity, or couldſt poſ- 
ſibly be indolent or uncon- 


cerned 1n the caſe; rouze to 


judge and act vigorouſly on 
my ſide, O moſt powerful and 
moſt merciful Lox D Gop. 

Pronounce ſentence and 24 
execute it, great and good 
Gop, according to thy own 
laws of equity unchanging 
truth and everlaſting righ- 


C 4 


teouſneſs; 


* This expreflion follows with a peculiar elegance, the 
enemy had ſaid, aur eye hath ſeen, and begins, thou haſt 
feen, anſwering to the former; th:y have opened their mouths, 


Reep not thou filence. 


24 | A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 26. teouſneſs; and let them not 
in defiance of all juſt rules 
trample upon, and finally 
triumph over me. 

25 Let them not from the 


XXX. 24. 


25. Let them not 


141 


26 


ſucceſs of their wicked and 
pernicious deſigns, have oc- 
caſion to congratulate and 
applaud themſelves, and ſay 
in their exulting pride, excel- 
jent! To a tittle as we de- 
ſired: let them not be able 
to ſay in the utmoſt arrogance 
and ſelf-ſufficiency, we have 
overpowered him at laſt, and 
accompliſhed all our wiſhes 
in his entire deſtruction. 

Fruſtrate their hopes, and 
throw confuſion on their mea- 
ſures, one and all of them, who 
are of ſuch inhuman cruel 
tempers as to be delighted 
in my wrongs and misfor- 
tunes: let them be covered 
with and buried in 1gnominy, 
diſgrace, and inextricable end- 
leſs confuſion that would raiſe 
themſelves upon and glory 1 in 
my ruin. 

On the other hand, by ex- 
tricating me from theſe diff. 
culties and reſtoring my tran- 
quillity, do thou fill their 
hearts with joy and their 
mouths with ſongs of praiſe, 
who generouſly eſpouſe my 

intereſt, 


ſay in their hearts, 
Ah, ſo would we 
have it: let them 
not ſay, we have 
ſwallowed him up. 


25. Let them be a- 
ſhamed and brought 
to confuſion toge- 
ther, that rejoice at 
mine hurt: let them 
be cloathed with 
ſhame and diſho- 
nour, that magni- 
fy themſelves againſt 
me. 


27. Letthem ſhout 
ſor joy, and be glad 
that favour my righ- 
teous cauſe: yea, let 
them ſay continual- 
Iv, let the Lok op 


be magnified, which 


hath pleaſure in the 
proſperity of his ſer- 
vant, 
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28 And my tongue 
ſhall ſpeak of thy 
righteouſneſs, and of 
thy praiſe all the day 
long. 


vocates of my moſt juſt cauſe: 
give them pleaſing room al- 
ways to ſay, let the Omni- 
potence and Benevolence of 
a faithful Gop be exalted in 
the higheſt ſtrains, who tho” 
he may ſuffer him who. is 
devoted to his fear and obe- 
dience to be in heavinels for 
a ſeaſon, hath nevertheleſs a 
peculiar regard for him; and 
in due time will, as what is 
moſt acceptable to him, bring 
about his deliverance and 
eſtabliſh his proſperity. 


My duty and higheſt plea-28 


ſure it will be, as a tribute of 
gratitude, to meditate, de- 
clare, and continually dwell 
on thy equity and boundleſs 
mercy. in ſo tinguiting a 


favour, 


PSALM 


25 
intereſt, and are ſtaunch ad- Secr. 26. 


— — 
ALM 
xxxv. 27. 


26 


SECT. 27. 


— 
Ps ALM 


xxxvi. 1. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


PSALM XXXVI. SECT. XXVII. 


The principles and character of a wicked man and 
ungodly hypecrite. The perfection and provi- 
dence of God. The advantages of true religion. 
The fatal conſequences of iniquity. Suppoſed to 
refer to the beginning of Saul's jealouſy and per- 
ſecution. An ode or hymn of David, the ſer- 

vant of the Lord, directed io be performed by 


the principal muſician. 


PS AL M xxxvi. 1. 


HE more I conſider 
it, the more fully ſatis- 
fied I am, and in the bottom 
of my heart believe; that a 
wicked man's defection from 
virtue, and prevarication with 
Gop's righteous laws, afford 
the moſt poſitive aſſurance, 
even oracular deciſive proof; 
that whatever pretences he 
makes, he is not under the 
influence of religious prin- 
ciples, nor does any thing 
ſacred reſtrain him from the 
greateſt abominations. 


For 


PS ALM xxxvi. 1. 


H E tranſgreſ- 

ſion of the 
wicked ſaith within 
my heart, that there 
is no fear of God 
before his eyes. 


y Mudge, remarks : is well known to be never uſed, 
but in the ſenſe of a divine inſpiration or oracle: and ren- 
ders the wicked man hath an oracle of rebellion within his 
heart: the wicked man has no regard to the oracles of God; 
he has one of his own heart [155 with the Seventy] which 
dictates nothing but rebellion. There ſeems to be a peculiar 
poetick beauty in the original, and wickedneſs introduced as 
a perſon ſpeaking, as ſome interpret it — his vile ations de- 
clare that in the eye of God he hath no religion at all. 
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2. For he flatte- For ſo long as he acteth, SECT. 27. 
reth himſelf in bis and is determined he will act 


own eyes, until his - 3 : 
iniquity. be found i this immoral and aban 


to be hateful. doned manner, he contrives 
„ a thouſand little arts and 
deceits to ſooth his own guilty 

mind, and make vice ſit eaſy 

upon it; never conſiders what 

religion and integrity would 

dictate; till he hath arrived 

to ſuch a degree of hardened 

and impenitent wickedneſs, 

that he either throws of all 

diſguiſes and avows iniquity 

or they are univerſally ſeen 

through, and it appears in fo 

ſtrong a point of view as to 

LE ſhock all mankind. 

3. The words of His expreſſions and decla- 3 
his mouth are ini- rations however ſmooth and 


2 =_ _— = oily are full of treachery and 


wiſe, and to do good. hypocriſy : he hath not'only 
| entirely ceaſed from doing or 
intending any thing which 

manifeſts 


2 Muage obſerves the latter clauſe of this verſe is expreſ- 
ſed harſhly at beſt, but he thinks will tolerably bear this 
tranſlation. His iniquity mu? be found out, is a conſtruc- 
tion of the ſame kind with P/a/. xx xii. 9. His cheek muff 
be preſſed, &c. his cheek is made to preſs ; ſo here his iniqui- 
ty is made to find out in order to hate. The meaning ſeems 


to be, to his own thinking he hath ſmoothed poliſhed or 


made his fin appear fair and gloſly, as if there was nothing 
coarſe and rough in it before God, when as the LXX. has 
it, his fin is ready to be found out, 1. e. when God is ready 
to find out and hate and puniſh his iniquity. | 
Fenwick renders, he ſmooths or flatters himfe!f* in his own 


eyes too much 7o /ee his /in ſo as to hate it. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr.27. manifeſts wiſdom or good- 
.= ness but he has no inclination 


P$sALM © 
xxxvi. 3. 


to be acquainted with, or to 
know them. | 

In the moſt ſedate and de- 
liberate manner on his bed, 
he contrives how to execute 
ſchemes of miſchief; *tis not 
accidentally, by ſudden in- 
curſion, or violent temptation 
that he does it, but he moſt 
reſolutely deſigns and uni- 
formly aims at that which 
cannot according to its na- 
tural tendency be productive 
of any good or happineſs; he 
feels not remorſe for, nor has 


in a juſt abhorrence what is 


evil injurious and pernicious. 

Nevertheleſs, thou who 
haſt made this perverted crea- 
ture, and all mankind, art 
totally the reverſe of theſe 
qualities, and my only re- 
ſource from the dire effect of 


them: ſuffer me to turn from 


theſe diſagreeable ſcenes ow- 
ing to degenerate men, and 
contemplate, O eternal Deity, 


thy wonderful goodneſs cle- 
mency and mercy, which ex- 


tend to the utmoſt elevation 
of thine exalted heavens: and 
thy truth and faithfulneſs 
which diffuſe themſelves unto 
the clouds; which are in- 
variable and unbounded. 
Thy 


4. He deviſeth 
miſchief upon his 
bed, he ſetteth him- 
ſelf in a way at 75 
not good, he abhor- 
reth not evil. 


5 Thy mercy, O 
Lorp, is in the 
heavens: and thy 
faithfulneſs reachet“ 
unto the clouds. 


A 
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6. Thy righteouſ- 
nels is like à the 


great mountains; 
thy judgments are a 
8 :O Loxp, 


thou preſerveſt man 


and bealt. 


7. How excellent 
is thy loving kind- 
neſs, O God! there- 
fore the children of 
men put their truſt 
under the ſhadow of 


thy wings. 


29 


Thy juſtice and equity Sec. 27. 


which are likewiſe certain, 


ALM 


eſtabliſned, and conſpicuous 3 5 


as the higheſt mountains; 
thy ways of proceeding with 


men, and governing the ac- 


countable moral world, with 
the future judgment thou haſt 
reſerved them for, which are as 
unfathomable as the deepeſt 
part of the profound ocean: 

O thou all- powerful and moſt 
bountiful Gop, thy: Omni- 
potence conſtantly ſupports, 
and thy providence liberally 
ſupplies both man and beaſt. 


Inexpreſſibly tranſporting to 


think of, and ineſtimable in 1t- 


ſelf is thy glorious darling per- 
ſection, thy unconfined and 


impartial benevolence, O thou 


holieſt and beſt of Beings! It 
is on account of this .dif- 
intereſted moſt amiable attri- 


bute, that imperfect frail men 
of all' nations and ages con- 
ceive hopes of protection; and 
repoſe. confidence in thee ; 
that all evils and calamities 
ſhall be prevented or over- 
ruled ſo as not greatly and 
laſtingly to prejudice them, 


The 


= Literally, mountains of God, an uſual idiom when 
they would magnify any thing to add the word Go to it. 
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A PARAPHRASE oh the 


Szcr. 27. The plentiful proviſions 
and richeſt delicacies of thy 


Ps8aLM 
XAXV1. 8. 


houſe and table ſhall enter- 
tain and regale them to their 
entire ſatisfaction, who by 
devout affections and uni- 
formly virtuous lives recom- 
mend themſelves to thy guar- 
dianſhip: and as from a per- 
petual current or everflowing 
fountain thou wilt abundant- 
ly gratify all their nobleſt 
reliſhes: they ſhall command 
and truly enjoy all deſirable 
accommodations and bleſ- 
ſings, which thy bounty ſup- 


plies and thy favour accom- 


panies. 
Neither is it poſſible that 


perſons of this character, and 
poſſeſſed of theſe privileges 


ſhould ever know the want 


of any real good: for under 
thy direction and abſolutely 
at thy diſpoſal, are inex- 
hauſtible ſources of felicity 
and glory: in the light of 
thy countenance, and ſecure 


of 


8. They ſhall be 
b abundantly ſatis- 


fied with the fatneſs- 


of thy houſe: and 
thou ſhalt make them 
drink of the river of 


thy pleaſures, 


9. For with thee 
is the fountain of 
life : in thy lightſhall 
we ſee light. 


b Theſe expreſſions which denote the abundance of di- 
vine bleſſings upon the righteous man, Mudge ſuppoſes to 
be taken from the temple from whence they were to iſſue : 
under the covert of the temple they were to be ſheltered ; 
the richneſs of the ſacrifices ; the fireams of oil, «wine, odours, 
&c. the Holy Candleſtick. As to the fountain of life, he adds, 
[ poſſibly there might be a living ſpring too within the pre- 
cincts of it] from whence the brazen ſea, Sc. might be 


ſopplied. See P/al. xlvi. Ixxxvii. 
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of thine approbation and con- Seer. 27. 
duct, in whatever condition, 8 
we ſhall infallibly have all 3 
things ſome way conducing to 1 
our greateſt benefit, and ſhall 
in due ſeaſon be poſſeſſed of 
all bleſſedneſs we can enjoy 
or reaſonably aſpire after. 
10. e O continue Perpetuate, we beſeech 10 
thy loving kindneſs thee, never withdraw, the 


untothem thatknow only ground of all ſubſtantial 


_— CO" — permanent felicity, thy boun- 


right in heart. ry and goodnefs unto thoſe 
who confeſs the ſupreme 
worth of this privilege by 
the conſtant endeavours of 
vittuous lives to ſecure it: 
and never ceaſe to diſplay 
equity and mercy by thy pro- 
vidence in favour 'of thoſe, 
who according to the exacteft 
meaſures of their connexions 
and circumſtances, ſincerely 
practiſe equity and mercy. 

11. Let not the Particularly, in relation to 11 


foot of pride come my own caſe ſuffer not my 
againſt me, and let 


not the hand of the Per ſon or property to be ra- 
wicked remove me. vaged 


e Heb. Draw it out at full length, exerciſe, extend it to 
the utmoſt and perpetuate it. 

d Edwards renders, let me not be trampled upon by the 
foot of pride, nor be ſhaken in pieces by the arm of the 
wicked. He thinks the fall was a ſudden one, and upon 
the very ſpot where they practiſed their treachery, and that 
this is the proper force of d, as I& denotes the very 
:nflant, 

The ſtrength and elegance of this paſſage is exceeding 
obvious, and the wicked pointed at or as it were placed 
before the readers view in the deſcription of his downfal. 
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P8ALM 
XXXVi. 11. 


12 


A PARA PER ASE on the 
Seer. 27. vaged or trampled on by 


men grown inſolent and ty- 
rannical with power: and let 


it not lie at the pleaſure of ar- 
bitrary and unjuſt men to un- 


ſettle and diſplace me from 
my preſent moſt agreeable 
ſituation. 

As it has formerly 3 
pened to people of this diſ- 


tracting temper and aban- 


doned character, I do rely 
upon the divine providence 
and promiſes, it ſhall again 
be remarked as upon the 


ſlain in a field of battle, there 


fell the ſlaves of their own 
corrupt paſſions and wild 
ambition! Their cauſe was 
bad, and their pride bound- 


leſs! they are now enough 


humbled ! they ſhall never 


ariſe from the earth to do 
further miſchief! 7] 


+ 


12. There are the 


workers of iniquity 


fallen: they are caſt 
down, and ſhall not 


be able to riſe, 


o 
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PSALM XXXVII. SECT, XXVIII. 


Wicked men, however proſperous, no objects of 
envy. Their ſecular advantages ſhort-lived. 

* Religion the ground of divine favour, and ſub- 
* Pfantia! happineſs. Unacceuntable ſucceſſes and 
* flouriſhing circumſtances of ungediy men no rea- 


he ſons wwby the righteous ſhould murmur, much leſs 
4 imitate. Moral judicial differences ſometimes 
ot made in this life, and worldly acquiſitions tran- 


ſitory. The inveritance of the juſt man eternal. 
In times of publick calamity he is preſerved: the 
wicked moſt probably to periſh in ſuch times. A 
pſalm of David. Ver. 1—24. 


Ps A LM xxxvii. 1. | P8aLM xxxvii. . 
— 1 2 LLO W me to caution Scr. 28. 
e ecanie 0 | — ———yp 
evil doers, neither | u; who * 0 8 dvo- PSsALMu 
be thou envious a- Cate for virtue, and aiming er 


gainſt the workers by its ſteady practice at the 
of iniquity. nobleſt good, againſt being 
tempted to emulate, or in 
worldly reſpects expecting to 

rival or equal wicked men: 

neither do you cheriſh the 
p leaſt paſſion of envy or jea- 

p louſy, that might draw you 

? into the ſame courſes with 

the oppreſſor and unjuſt man, 

in order like him to fare de- 

liciouſly, live at eaſe, or riſe 

| to earthly dignity, 
=” > W For all their moſt ſpecious 2 

| ; oon be cut Cown 

M | like ?pPearances, and dreams of 
| earthly power and grandeur 

70+. II. = Ln. are 


34 A PARAPHRASE on the q 
SECT. 28. are fallacious tranſient and like the graſs, and ; 
SY> quickly vaniſhing: like the * wither as the green 

SALM . f herb. | 5 
xxxvii. 1. graſs they flouriſh for a ſhort l 
ſeaſon and then are cut down, 4 

or as the herb a while verdant, 5 

ſoon decline die and wither. ; } 

3 Let it be your ſolicitous OP. 2 1 
care to pay an uniform obe- ſo ſhalt thou dwell ; 
dience to the laws of Gop, in the land, and f 

and .repoſe an entire confi- verily thou ſhalt be { 
dence in his moſt gracious fed. 1 
providence; enjoying mode- #4 
rately, and freely communi- A 


Eating out of his liberality to 
ſupply the wantsof others:and 
never doubt having a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence and peace- 
able laſting ſettlement: it 
is highly probable if not in- 
fallibly certain, that your ra- 
tional piety and regular honeſt 
induſtry ſhalleffeEtually guard 
you againſt neceſſities and 
diſtreſſes. 7 k 

4 Cultivate, moreover, a a] ky 2 = ſelf 3 

chearful thankful ſpirit and and be ſhall givethee F 
temper 3 the 
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© Drop off like a withered leaf or fig, i e. ſhall be flript 
' of all his wealth and happineſs reputation and eſteem. It 
-{ is obſervable of this pſalm, that it is another alphabetical 


2 g- — „ > cow 
* T : - 


Wt. and very inſtructive elegant compoſition; of the ſententious 
; or proverbial kind. 
Wa” f The words might be rendered, fred on truth, i. e. con- 
_ form to its dictates, and be ſatisfied with its effects. Or ob- 
1 ſerve what will come of keeping the faith and conſtantly 
| adhering to truth and virtue. So the Targ. and Syr. Schul- 
V tens, which ſeems to be the ſenſe, thou ſhalt davell peaceably 


in, and ſecurely feed on poſſeſs or erjoy the land. Animad- 
ver. 144. 
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l I the defires of thine temper : and ſo far from ex- Szcr. 28. 
| bear. pecting ſatisfaction from or CV 
9 placing your happineſs in vü. 4. 
1 earthly things; conſider the 
1 contemplation of Deity, ſub- 
„ | miſſion to providence, and 
d. obedience to the laws of 
1 virtue as the only ſources of 
1 4 the pureſt pleaſure and the 
" . nobleſt proſpects; and truly 
f make them ſo to yourſelf: 
4 the conſequence ſhall be mo- 
4 derate deſires as, to every 
4 thing beſides, contentment 
1 with what a wiſe and good 
4 Go beſtows, and abundant 
5 E to your beſt and 
3 | igheſt wiſhes. 
; 5. Commit thy With an unreſerved and 5 
3 v2yentotheLory: entire devotion and depend- 
1 truſt alſo in him, and 
1 = ence, leave the iſſue of your 
| he ſhall bring ze co * | 
pass. beſt concerted meaſures, and 
4 laudable honeſt endeavours 
elf to the divine management: 
a do your part faithfully, be 
hee | prudent, refolute and vigo- 
the rous; and doubt not a divine 
= aſſiſtance and concurrence to 
* accompliſh the utmoſt of your 
cal views, or effect what is un- 
ous ſpeakably more for your ad- 
2 6 And he ſhall And though your ſituation 6 
ob- bring forth thy righ- be obſ d o 
atly | teouſneſs as the lig at, & ooicure, an opportunities 
1 and thy judgment as for a time denied of appear- 
f the noon-day. ing to advantage; yet your 
* 1 ip 
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36 A PARATHRASE on the 


Sxcr. 28. ſhining merit and virtue ſhall 
8 4 — as 
n - the riſing ſun diſperſes the 
"9" 1 darkneſs: and if 
envy aſſault, calumny aſperſe, 
or injurious vile uſage a while 
obſtruct that growing fame, 
which follows ſubſtantial and 
inflexible integrity; yet di- | 
vine providence with your 3 
daily practice ſhall in due 5 
time diſappoint them : and 
render the meaneſt arts or oy 
wickedeſt deſigns only ſub- 
ſervient to the worthy man's 
g greater luſtre and glory: as 
the ſun not only returns from 
under a cloud, but ſhines with 
more brightneſs, till with its 
meridian ſplendour it pro- N 
claims itſelf to all the whole 4 
hemiſphere. 1 
- Submit to and reſt ſatis- 7. Reſt in the F 
fied with the ordinary courſe _ _ 8 
of things, and beware of pre- fret not thyſelf be- 
cipitancy and impatience of cauſe of him who 
temper and carriage: readily proſpereth in his 


embrace them when they m — he 


| happen, do not attempt to wicked devices to 
make times and ſeaſons, but paſs. | 


leave them to him who ab- 
ſolutely governs them: do 
not give way to any ſurmiſes 


r * 
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£ The Syriac renders fret, &c. emulate him not to commit 
ieiguity and the Arabic, imitate not the evil man. 
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8. Ceaſe from 
anger, and forſake 


wrath: fret not thy- 


ſelf bin any wile to 
do evil, 


9. For evil doers 


ſhall be cut off: but 


thoſe that wait 2 
the Logo, they ſhall 
inherit the carth. 


or murmurs, reſentful paß Szcr. 28. 
ſions or undue complaints, 
ſo as to purſue any indirect 
meaſures, on account of an 
ungodly man, who, as to this 
world, proſpereth in a way 
that is evil, and is ſucceſsful 
in unjuſt and miſchievous 
contrivances. 

It may be difficult to guard 8 
againſt all degrees of uneaſi- 
neſs and perturbation, but do 
you reſolutely check the firſt 
emotion of diſcontent and 
anger: with ſober thought, 
and calm reaſon timely ſuper- 
ſede, and effectually prevent 
the riſing tempeſt or growing 
indignation : eſpecially ſhun 


PSALM 
xxxvii. 7. 


all wrong practices, and never 


let accidental differences be- 
come the occaſion of delibe- 
rate faults or actual tranſ- 


greſſions. 


For the proſperous ſinner, 9 


who commits thoſe iniquities 
of fraud and oppreſſion, in 
order to grow rich and great; 


ſhall by ſome ſignal puniſh- 

ment in this world come to 

an untimely end: or in an- 

other, ſhall be extremely and 

eternally miſerable ; whereas 
N 4 : the 


b Muze tranſlates the laſt clauſe, ta make the ſenſe fall 
in round, 17 is only to his own prejudice. 7 


28 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 28. the upright humble and truly 1 
8 religious ſhall at length pro- 1 
xxxvii. O. ſper and triumph, either in 
the advantages of the preſent 
ſtate, or the greater bleſſed- 
neſs of a future endleſs being. 
10 And that the apparent 10 For yet alittle 
delay of certain approaching arp ep 
judgment, may be no temp- gy ſhalt diligently 
tation to ſwerve from the conſider his place, 
| rules of the ſtricteſt virtue, and it Ga not le. 
| be ſure it is a very ſhort one: - A 
| how remarkably ſoever at "3 
| preſent the wicked may be 2 
f | diſtinguiſhed and ſeemingly 3 
favoured; both he himſelf 
and every thing which be- 
| longed to him, ſhall in a very 4 
| | little time, by the common = 
| mortality, or ſome ſudden 
| ſtroke of divine juſtice, be 
wholly ſwept away: yea, you 
ſhall look and diligently en- 
quire for the crouded place 
of his late ſplendid dwelling, - 
but nothing at all remains, 
A not ſo much as the ruins of 
a decayed houſe, or foot-iteps 
ö of a deſolate fabrick. 
BY 11 On the other hand, the 11, But the meek 


' ſhall inherit the 
, meek ſpirited and gentle unto a: ad Bolt oo. 


* 
. 


| al men, the quiet and harm- light chemſelves in 
Yeſs who are free from paſſion the abundance of 
and violence, from Haughti- peace. 

neſs and turbu! ency ſhall ge- 
| nerally be ſecured in the peace- 
| able 
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12. The wicked 
plotteth againſt the 
juſt, and gnaſheth 
upon him with his 
teeth. 


13. The LoRD 
ſhall laugh at him, 
for he ſeeth that his 
day is coming, 


14. The wicked 
have drawn out the 
{word, and have bent 
their bow to caſt 
down the poor and 
ncedy, and to lay 

ſuch 


able and undiſturbed 


privileges by the peculiar 
providence of a good Gop : 

and ſhall enjoy the nobleſt 
ſatisfaction, in the abundance 
of peace their rempers and 
practices tend to promote and 
eſtabliſh, and eſpecially in the 
inheritance they ſhall hereby - 


have allotred them in that 


new earth where peace, and 
righteouſnefs are tor eyer to 
dwell. 

The ungodly and tyran- 12 
nical takes all occaſions, and 
forms treacherous and miſ- 
chievous deſigns to ſubvert 
and deſtroy the upright; he 
gives the ſtrongeſt tokens af 
a remorſeleſs furious zeal to 
execute them. 

The Almighty Being ob- 13 
ſerves with the utmoſt con- 
tempt his impotent malice, 
detects his vain projects and 
fruſtrates them; he only 
haſtens upon the wretch him- 
ſelf for his wickedneſs the 
dreadful day of his own mor- 
tality and utter deſtruction. 

Such violent cruel men 14 
have not wanted either policy 
or power; and they have pre- 
pared their inſtruments and 
had every thing in the greateſt 

D 4 for- 


poſ- Secr. 8. 
ſeſſion of their rights ane 
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A PaRAPHRASE on the 


forwardneſs to cruſh thoſe in- 


SV > nocents who had not ſtrength, 


PSALM 


xxxvii. 14. 


or would not uſe it, to op- 
poſe them: and baſely en- 
deavoured to take away their 
lives who were ſo far from 
forfeiting them, thar their in- 
tegrity deſerved a peculiar 
regard and protection. 


15 The righteous ty a kind 


providence ſhall be preſerved, 
and their horrid ſchemes ren- 
dered abortive: not only ſo, 
but their miſſive weapons 
ſhall recoil, and their ma- 
lignity be converted into their 
own ruin : they ſhall be utter- 
ly diveſted of all Power to do 
miſchief. 


16 A ſmaller ſhare of earthly 


17 


ſubſtance and only ſufficient 
to anſwer all the neceſſary 
demands of frugal nature, 
which is - honeſtly obtained 
and prudently expended, is 
unſpeakably preferable to the 
largeſt poſſeſſions of fooliſh 


and wicked men, — often gain- 


ed by oppreſſion, laid up in 
the hoards of avarice or ſquan- 
dered in luxury and extra- 
vagance.— 

For the perverted treaſure 
of the wicked ſhall at length 
be exhauſted, or all their per- 
nicious ſtrength enervated: 


but 


ſuch as be of upright 
converſation. 


15. Their ſword 
ſhall enter into their 
own heart and their 
bows ſhall be brok- 


cn. 


16. A little that 
a righteous man 
hath, zs better than 
the riches of many 


wicked. 


17. For the arms 
of the wicked ſhall 
be broken : but the 
Lon p upholdeth the 
righteous. 
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co but under the greateſt preſ- S. 28. 
ſures of affliction and adver- * * 
ALM 
ſity, juſt notions of the divine ü. 17. 
1 perfection and providence, aaa 
4 reeſtor ſtay will fix and eſtabliſn 
# the mind of the juſt and good 
4 in unſhaken hope and vigour, 
: that they ſhall not overwhelm 
1 them, 
i 18. The Loxp All the circumſtances, the is 
r | Knoweththedaysof proſperous or adverſe events, 
rde upright: and and particularly the good 
5 their inheritance 
mall be for ever. Qualities and virtuous actions 
NF of righteous and ſincere men 
Gy are obſerved in order to be 
recompenced by a moſt faith- 
ful Gop: and the reward 
and inheritance -to. be given 
them, ſhall extend., to all 
periods of their duration, 
even conſtitute their ever- 
laſting well- being and hap- 
ineſs. 
19. They ſhall not "They (hall not be aſhamed 19 
N erf — of their truſt in Almighty 
V 
he days. of famine Sop, nar want his help and 
they ſhall be ſatis- ſupport in times of publick 
fed. danger and calamity: and in 
| the diſtreſsful days, when 
numbers through a prevail- 
ing famine pine and die with 
hunger, they ſhall be won- 
derfully provided for and a- 


SUES. bundantly ſupplied. 
Ys = 2 But the impenitent and in- 20 
ed ſhall periſh, 

wee af corrigible as the natural effect 


Lo RD | and 


. a. , 
w 


4+ 
Sree, 29, 


— 
PSALN 


KH. 20. 


a a ſmoke; clotid, or _— 
s ittle 


Further chura#erifticks of tht righteous and wick- 


„ 
of 


SxcT. 29. 
—ů—— 


PSALM 
XXXV11.21. 


proftigate principles and a- conſume away. 


fhall as the fat of lambs burnt 


and be utterly conſumed. 


-pertinently, this will continue on the ſenſe of the three 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
and juſt puniſhment of their Lov /a/l be as the 
wickedneſsſhall utterly periſh; aft of lambs, they 


DLC .723-.,.... ſhall conſume: into 
and they who are in their ſmoke ſhall they 


bandoned lives, the enemies 
of Gop's moral government, 


in facrifices be wholly con- 
ſumed: after the manner-of 


which appeareth for a 
time and then vaniſheth away, 
ſhall they for ever diſappear 


TOTS XXIX. 


ed in point of ability and liberality, the divine 
favour or his diſpleaſufe * the former ſupported, 
never nefleffed or abandoned. Exhortation to 
practiſe virtue: promiſes of relief from perſe- 
culion. The different ends of good and bad 
men. Ver. 21, to tb end 


| PS LM xxxvil. 21. 18 PSALM XXXVi. 21. 
IT is obſervable of the HE wicked k 


Þ wicked, chat they have been 5 eth ner anon 
frequently neteſſitated to lay but the righteous 
„ ont, 4.4, thee — 
_ 1 *Tis abſervable, chat wicked men in ſcripture ile are 
frequently repreſented by ,/arrifices which are Vatted fr/?, 
then 1 and conſumed in the fire beſore the Lord. 
* Michaelis, Mudge, &c. underſtand this not ſo much of 
the diſpoſitions as the abilities of the righteous and the 
wicked; and the learned Prebend interprets, The wicked 
„ ſhall be ſo poor as to be ever obliged to borrow, and in- 
1 ehr of Paying, while 105+, ſhall have where- 
« withal fo be generous and munificent ” He adds very 


verſes 
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ſheweth mercy and themſelves under obligations Ster. 29. 


giveth. by contracting debts, which © 
they are never able equitably 

to diſcharge : Whereas the 

righteous and benevolent are 

to that degree proſperous, 

that they can impart to the 

exigencies of others; and do 

liberally without expecting 

returns communicate out of 

their abundance. . * 

22. For ſuchas be For ſuch as obſerve the 22 
bleſſed of him, ſhall laws of divine providende, 


inherit the earth; _ | F 
and 7bey that be cur. and are favoured with the 


ſed of him ſhall be bleſſing of the Almighty, ex- 


cut off, perience often the happy 
effects hereof in the large in- 
creaſe of their earthly enjoy- 
1 ments: contrariwiſe thoſe can 
reaſonably expect nothing 
but to be remarkably blaſted 
and totally extirpared, whoſe 
enormities have provoked and 
diſhonoured the Lok D and 
maker of all things #50 

23. The ſteps of A wiſe and righteous Gop 23 
a gou7 man we or" hath moſt. fully and plainly 
cred By tne on: Airected man. what ſteady 

and he delighteth in 1 Wan! 
his way. courſe of uniform virtue he 
is conſtantly to. proſecute; 
and fo Jong as his actions are 
verſes before to thoſe that are coming aſter, which other- 
wiſe will be wholly disjointed. Are not the wicked in lower 
ſtations here referred to; and the ſenſe as follows All ſin- 
ners are not in opulentcircumſtances or ſuperior conditions, 
and thoſe of them who ate poor are commonly deſpicably 


and moſt ſordidly ſo? This ſeems beſt to connect the whole 
paſlage. 


xxxvii. 2. 


44 A PazarnRas? on the 


Str. 29. regularly conformable to theſe 
directions, he both eſtabliſh- 
Eg * eth his goings and graciouſly 
accepteth his work.  _ 

24 Throvgh the inſtability of 

all human affairs or the per- 


24. Though he 
fall, he ſhall not be 
utterly caſt down : 


ſecutions of an ungodly gene- 
ration, he 1s ſubject to per- 


for the Loxp up- 
holdeth im with his 
hand. 


verſe accidents and heavy 
misfortunes; but he ſhall not 
be totally ruined; like a pot- 
ter's veſſel daſhed in pieces, 
or as a building utterly razed: 
for the everlaſting Gop whoſe 
he is and whom he ſerves, ſo 
long as he 1s careful of his 
duty and integrity,, in the 
ways of his ee ſu- 
ſtains and preſerves, and will 
in due time give an happy 
| iſſue to all his aflictions. 
i | 25 I have neither lived a very 
ſhort time in the world, nor 
been an incurious obſerver of 
= its events and affairs; and 
: from the days of my youth 
to my preſent declining years, 
\ in all my obſervations I am 
not able to produce a ſingle 
inſtance, that a man of honeſt 
generous principles and ſteady 
regular virtue, has been re- 
duced to ſuch extremities 
that he might be reckoned 
deſerted and ahandoned by 
providence: nor his family 
f | and 


25. I have been 
young, and now am 
old : yet have I not 
ſeen the righteous 

forſaken, nor his ſeed 
begging bread. 


Book of PSALMS. 45 
and poſterity, following his Seer. 29. 
ſteps, ſo decayed and im- wo 
poveriſſed as to labour under __-*.-? $ 
the hard neceſſity of wanting 
bread or aſking alms. 


— 286. He i: erer! Moſt commonly he has it 26 
n: merciful, and lend. in his power and in his in- 


up- 3 —＋ La his ſeed is clination to perform continual 
his 18 acts of humanity and mercy: 
5 to give unto thoſe who can 
| make no returns, and to lend 
1 to thoſe that can: and the 
4 ſame plentiful circumſtances 
as a recompence and peculiar 
I bleſſing deſcend to his poſ- 
4 terity. 
27. Depart from So that a general rule may 27 
_—_— — * be hence formed for all men, 
0s rem this; ſtrictly guard againſt 
YN all impiety and immorality 
4 and ſteadily practiſe an exem- 
plary uſeful and engaging 
virtue; and as to all other 
matters never be ſolicitous 
about them; this alone will 
eſtabliſh your complete and 
eternal ſatisfaction and hap- 


pineſs. FRED 
For 


Hammond excellently. obſerves that a/ms-giving though 
a noble one is but a part not the whole of righteouſneis: 
therefore the words muſt import, He that to the other 
parts of a pious and good life, ſuperadds a ſpecial degree 
of mercifulneſs and communicativenels to them that want, 
though of all other virtues that be the moſt probable ro 
diminiſh the poſſeſſions, , yet the p/a/rmift never ſaw any 
impoveriſhed by the molt liberal praclice of it, but on the 
contrary that his ſeed is bleſſed, or his poſterity the more 
proſperous and Rourifhing for it.“ 


b 2 2 2 2 
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Sect. 29. For the fighteous and mer- 28. For the Loxy 
ST ciful Gop has a peculiar _— . 
dates regard to the moſt beneficial fate e 
— actions aud nobleſt qualities ſerved for ever; but 
of equity and mercy in his the ſeed of the wick- 
off. ſpring; and never in ed ſhall be cut off. 
any innocent circumſtances 
neglects or forſakes thoſe who 
are devoted to his ſervice and 
obedience: by his providence 
they are kindly dealt with, 
and remarkably preſerved in 
their whole paſſage through 
this world to the bleſſedneſs 
of an endleſs immortality. 
Whereas the poſterity of irre- 
ligious wicked and miſchie- 
vous men, following the ex- 
imple of their forefathers, 
ſhall meet with exterminating 
Judgments, and be ſecluded 
from all happineſs here or 
RE. N - 8 
2 en of probity conſcious 29 Therighteous 
" Ws „ be- ſhall inherit theland, 
nevolence, being the only firm 3 therein for 
and unſhaken 3 of a 24 
ſtate, by a proper and here- 
ditary right in it, ſhall poſſeſs 
the land: and having clean 
hands and a pure heart ſhall 
upon a ſure footing riſe to 
the ona eminence and 
rpetuity of independence. 
30 The diſcourſe — conver- Ii Ihe Dons of 
ſation of the truly good and eth Fm? 28d his 
virtuous tongue 
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» * tongue talketk of virtuous conveys the nobleſt Szer. 29. 


judgment. inſtruction reſpecting prac- 1 
— tice : ſentiments thoroughly, ah 46 
— | digeſted, maxims of wiſdom Ty” 
- | molt coolly and deliberately 


examined : and whenever he 
ſpeaks he moſt plainly and 
convincingly teaches what is 
equal and right. 

31. The law of The great lines of righ- 3: 
his God is in his teouſneſs are in the ſtrongeſt 
_— if i = his characters drawn upon his 
9 * f mind and impreſſed on his 
1 | heart; which he makes it his 
4 | great aim and fincere endea- 

4 vour to conform to: and 
which he can ſo eaſily apply 
to all particular riſing circum- 
_— and emergencies, that 

is highly improbable — 
ſhould in any caſe ſwe 
from them; or not . 
further aſſiſtance and direc- 
tion if ever he ſhould be in 
danger of doing it. 

32. The wicked With a moſt curious pry- 32 
watcheth the righ- ing malice, the wicked ob- 
reous, and m ſeeketh 7 
to ſlay him. ſerves the wiſe and upright 

in order to ſurprize and en- 
fnare him: he would be glad 
to find occaſion to accuſe 
condemn and deſtroy him. 


What- 


m As has been obſerved by others, this ſeems to be in- 
terpreted of ſuffering the wicked to condemn the righreous 
in judgment, or find him guilty ; rather than by a direct 

-wilful murder embruing violent hands in his blood. 


„ 
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Ster. 29. Whatever jealous eyes or 33. The Lon 
kv treacherous arts he uſes, and agent par — 
Hl. 3 3. however inſufficient RE Li in be 
MY good man's own power may is judged. 

be to. defend himſelf; the 

grand patron of innocence, 

the righteous Loxp will not 

ſuffer him to fall into his 

hands or lie at his mercy : 

neither ſhall either force or 

fraud and falſe witneſs ſo far 

Prevail, that he ſhall be ſen- 

tenced in judgment and pu- 

niſhed as if he was a delin- 

quent or malefactor. 

34 The moſt falutiry advice 34. Wait on the 
then is, with a conſtant di- Los, and Keep his 


. | , and he ſhall 
rection and tendency towards ws: Ver n 
the grand object of truſt and the land: when the 


dependence —ſubmir to, be- wicked are cut off, 
lieve in, and fully expect to chou ſhalt tee it. 
be taken care of by the 

ILoR D; and obſerve moſt 
faithfully all bis command- 
ments': on theſe conditions 

| he ſhall certainly promote 
you to be a man of property 
eſtate and importance in your 
native country: when he ſhall 
pour down the heavieſt judg- 
ments upon wicked tyrants 
and oppreſſors; with your 
own eyes and to your full 
conviction you ſhall ſee it. 

35 I have very frequently . 35. 1 bave-feen 


: . h icked 1 t 
been an epe-vitneſ, indeed Pra, fa pra 


ing 


at 
, 
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ing himſelf like" a it is matter of common obſer- Szcr. 29. 
& | green bay-tree. vation, concerning, people of 


this ſtamp and character, that 


the wicked hath been exalted XXVII. 35. 


in dignity and formidable in 

power; like the verdant and 

ſpreading branches of a flou- 

riſhing bay - tree ſpacious to 

behold and ſeemingly deeply 

rooted and immoveably fixed. 

35. Let he paſſed D. But notwithſtandin all his 36 

away, and lo, 1 proſpects and pleaſures buſy 

auge bi, Yet on es and pompous vanities, 

could not be found. às the ſwift ſhips or ſweeping 

1 winds he paſſed away, and 

though it may be wonderful 

it is certain he came to no- 

thing: I diligently ſearched 

the places which he once fre- 

quented, but he was no where 

to be found, all remains and 

memorials of him were utter - 

ly periſhed. |. . . 

37. Mark the per. Nothing is more fluctuat- 37 
ſeQ man, and behold ing and tranſitory than the 
the upright: for the Gould d 4: 
o end of ;hat man is ſecular dreams ani ort 

peace. | = lived 


* 


" Pay-tree, denotes a tree growing in its native ſofl, 
where it firlt ſprung — but Hammond ſeems to underſtand 
it of a /7ee-born perſon, or citizen, as oppoſed to a firanger, 
or a native J/rae/ite who was ſecure of many privileges, 
and had a numerous family: who have failed or pailed 
from the age or world, F 

o Ci acherith le. iſß halom; as Peters obſerves, may be 
rendered, for the future flate of that man. is peace or bl 
ze/i.— Let my acherith future fare be Jike hi-, Num xxlii. 


Vor. III. E. „ 


—C 


50 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Ster. 29. lived advantages of finners | 
= and hypocrites: but obſerve 
__ the man of ſtrict morals and 

© © generous virtue; and cloſely 
attend to the ſincere humane 
and merciful; for a while 
ſtorms may threaten, or clouds 
of adverſity hang over him, 
but in the end they ſhall' all 
diſperſe ; his good mind en- 
Joys a perpetual ſerenity; and | 
a future ſtate ſhall fertle him P 
to — . 5 
ect fecurity and glory, x. 
fon 1 #.. und, though 38. But the tranſ- 43 
the long-ſuffeting of Cop feed ane nee 
waits many a ſeaſon for theit the end of the wick- # 
repentance, yet prevaricating ed ſhall be cut off. 
hy poerites, corrupt deſigning 3 
and unmerciful men, if they _Þ. 
will not bereclaimed, ſhall all =_ 
without ' exception be de- 
ſtroyed : and the final iſſue 
of the impenitent and incor- 
e een, right 


38 


uy, 
— —V a 


9, 10. Crit. Dig. p- 288. The poetick reader may not be a 
diſpleaſed with the following lines. | 


. Well to ſucceed, my friend, the point will prove 
Not whether you obtain, but how you move. 
Be always honeſt, and you cannot ſtray, 
* *Tis virtue leads the ſure unerring way; 
* The facred guide have ever in your eye, 
And then, or riſe, or fall, or live, or die,. 
*Fis. right; the Gods alone know how to bleſs, 
What cer the good man meets with is ſucceſs. 


» Together ſoine interpret, at once, ſome a total final de- 
firation, others all withoir exception. e 


309. But the ſalva- 
tion of the righteous 
of the Loxp, hers 
heir ſtrength in the 
Mime of trouble. 


40 And the Loxp 
Pall help them, and 
eliver them: he 
Pall deliver them 
From the wicked; 
nd ſave them be- 
Fauſe they truſt in 
im. : 

1 


t be 


tions and neceſſities they may 
abſolutely rely on Almighty 


deliverance: for their eſcape 
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rigible be utter excluſion Ster. 29. 
from the leaſt ſhare of bleſ- Oo 
— = 5 . eternal vii 7 
Bat the temporal deliver- 39 

ance or eternal ſalvation of 

the juſt and merciful is to be 
expected of Gop, and in the 


way of virtuous perſevering 


obedience; and thus one if 


not both theſe may be fully 


depended on: as the ſtrongeſt 


guard, or an impregnable 


tower, in their dangers and 
diſtreſſes he is their ſovereign 
defence, and moſt powerful 
never failing ſupport. 
And in their greateſt afflic- 40 


Gop : he will certainly pro- 
vide for their aſſiſtance and 


out of the hands of oppreſ- 

ſors, and perfect ſafety; be- 

cauſe all their hopes center 

in his faithfulneſs, and their 

behaviour is correſpondent to > 
what he hath commanded, 


52 A PARAPHRASE on the 4 


nd 


* 8 be. 
- 
7 
4 


PSALMXXXVIII. SECT. XXX. 
be ſeverity of ſome affiifiion, probably bodily in- 
'» diſpoſition expoſtulated. The cauſe confeſſed iv 
Se wrong conduct. The eſfelis extreme miſery, % 
Rtrangeneſs of friends and prevailing malignity of 
enemies. The author's filence, ſubmiſſion, and 


4 
I LA 
Mi 
le 
Sy 
: . 
HA 


PSALM xxxvili. 1. PS ALM Xxxviii. 1. 4 
ERCIFUL Gov, I Loxp, rebuke; 


SECT. zo. 
1 b me not in th) 
e beſeech thee, rebuke wrath: neither chal. 3 3 


...c me not with ſuch rigour of ten me in thy hot 

1 juſtice, as plainly — a diſpleaſure. ; 1 

violent degree of anger: nei- ü 1 
ther correct and puniſh me, 
though I have greatly erred, 

- if I had entirely forfeited 
thy paternal regard, and was 

the object of thy fierce in- 
dignation, thy moſt dreadful 
reſentment. ws : 

2. For like arrows which _ 2: dt thine m 
pierce dee and ſtick faſt; and thy hand prel 
or an hand that falling = ſeth me ſore. 
xe ? the 


T 
( 


q To bring to remembrance, ſome interpret as a memorial 
but Hammond as God's remembring any man is his relie vin 
and helping him, ſo a prayer in time of diſtreſs may pr. 

rly be ſtiled to cauſe to remember. Accordingly this an 
the LXXth, which have one and the ſame title are obſer"! 


ble to be moſt earneſt pray ers for relief. 


ſery, 3. There is no 
ity of ſoundneſs in my 
and fleſh, becauſe thine 

anger: neither 7s 
. 1 there any reſt in my 
dver- vones, becauſe of 
ance, my tin. 


4. For mine ini- 
Wquities are gone over 
mine head: as an 
WWhcavy burden they 
Ware too heavy for 
me, 


. My wounds 
link. and are cor- 
rupt, becauſe of my 
fooliſhneſs. 
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. I ſuffer. | 


to the moſt effectual remedy 


53 
the greateſt force, in the Szcr. zo. 
ſtroke it gives beateth down 2 
to the ground; ſuch is the 2 
unremitted bitter anguiſh, | 
and heavy cruſhing weight 
of miſery under which I. 
labour, with which I conflict, 

The ruin of my conftitu- 3 
tion and entire loſs of health 
and vigour I cannot but be 
ſenſible of as the effect of thy 
wrath: and as to my aggra- 
vated treſpaſs it admits of no 
reſt nor a moment's eaſe; in 
as much as I have provoked 
thee and richly deſerved all 


The heightened crimes I 4 
have committed, like a ſwel- 
ling flood or overwhelming 
inundation, riſe beyond my 
power to keep my head above 
water, or are ready to drown 
me: the number and burden 
of them is ſo great and in- 
ſupportable that I cannot but 
ſink under them. 

As an indiſcreet man, who 5 
neglects ſeveral bruiſes and 
deep wounds he hath received 
till they putrefy and become 
offenſive; ſuch hath my ab- 
ſurdity and folly been, that I 
have contracted guilt, and 
have not in due time applied 


E 3 of 
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Szcr. zo of 4 contrite heart, and an un- 


* ee ; 
ys rg ar feigned repentance with con 


xxxeill. f. fefſion to relieve my mind | A 
l from it. ; : 
| 6 Likeaman bent with ſome 
£ chronical diſorder; as one 
1 | | ſtooping with his head almoſt ing ali the day long. 3 
* to the earth through age and 8 
4 infirmities; or as a moſt af- 1 
= flicted and diſconſolate mour- 


ner, I appear depreſſed, in- 
curvated, and continually full 
of bitter lamentation. V 
7 For as the diſtreſſed perſon, 7. For my loins ih 
whoſe loins whence he uſed _— Nr xr 1 
to derive ſtrengt h and firm- 1 0 . ef $ 4 4 
neſs are inflamed or ulcerated, in my fleſh. AF 
and whoſe entire body is vio- 
lently pained or waſted, who 
has no eaſe ſoundneſs or 
ſtrength in any part; ſo am 
J affected in my very vitals 
and as it were all over dif- 
. tempered. - "St = 
8 1 am brought exceeding 8. ¶ am feeble and 
low, my uſual vigour diſſi- 9 1 air : 
pated and my natural conſti- the gicquiemnef; off 
tution entirely broken: I have my heart. 
fetched the - deepeſt fighs, 
even groaned and - uttered 
loud complaints ariſing from 
inward commotion, and an- 
guiſh of fpirit. | We te 9t 
Ps ene 29 - Moſt 


. Dll Mat 5; F 
r Hammond renders, my flanks are filled with inflamation, 
fnifying boils, ſwellings, carbuncles in thoſe nervous parts 
8 very ſenſible, therefore the diſorder extremely 
painful. 
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9. Lonp, all my 
Sebi; is before thee: 
and my groaning is 
not hid from me. 


10. My heart 
antetb, my by, 
ben me: as for 
the light of mine 
eyes, it alſo is gone 
from me. 


>, 


11. My lovers 
and my friends ſtand 
aloof from my fore: 


le and WF and my kinſmen 
have ſtand afar off, 
ſon of 
eſs of 
12. They alſo that 

ſeek after my life, 
eee lay ſnares for me: 
eo" and they that ſeek 


my 


Book of Ps A LMS. 


Moſt gracious and bleſſed Seer. 30. 


| Loxp, all that 1 want, affec- 
tionately deſire, and moſt 
ag long for, i is in a clear 

open view laid before 
thy ſupreme majeſty and the 
throne of thy mercy: and the 


expreſſions of my "wiſhes in 


broken accents and piteous 
groans are not | concealed 
from, nor 1 hope diſregarded 
by thine all obſerving eyes. 
My feeble aking heart is 
toſſed to and fro with a moſt 
unſettled fluttering motion, 
my ſtrength forſaketh me as 
in a deliquium or fainting : 


Ps A Lu 
xxxviii. 9. 


10 


as to the light of mine eyes, 


it is nothing at all that is 
in my power, or that I c 
make any uſe of. 
To enhance. my miſery, 
thoſe who lately profeſſed 
regard and friendſhip for me 
obſerve an unkind diſtance, 
and only appear as idle ſpec- 
tators of my calamity: and 
my intimate. acquaintance or 
neateſt kindred ſtand aſtoniſh- 
ed at, rather withdraw them- 
ſelves from beholding me, as 
if I was ſome monſtrous pro- 
duction and object of horror, 
My friends thus ſcanda- 
louſly deſerting and aban- 
doning me, my enemies that 
E 4 have 


can 


11 


A” . + 2 
56 -  M PaARAPHRASE on the | 
Seer. 30, have long deſigned to take my hurt, ſpeak miſ- 


away my life, lay ſnares or chievous things, and 


i xxeric 42, apply violent meaſures to imagine lag. 1 
= ſurprize and apprehend me $3 
1 thus expoſed and defenceleſs: | 4 
" and they whohavebeenreſtleſs F 
+ and unwearied in all reſpe&ts Y 

f to do the prejudice, in ordet ' 5 


to accompliſh my ruin invent 
falſehoods, utter calumnies, 
and are continually hatching 
{ome ſchemes of 5 * 92 
13 As for my part, I behaved 
as if I no more beard their * heard pot; and 
ef vgs 1+ 5 ng, 3 Ju, as a dumb 
indignities and moſt virulent man „ar openeth 8 


13. But Las a deaf 


— om 2 — — — —— — 2 
* -- - W 1 . 4 4 = K 
—— — 3 — 2 — 2 


reproaches, than one deſtitute not his mouth. A 
of the ſenſe of ſounds: and as | 'Y 
to all retaliation and even 1 


ſelf-vindication, I no more at- 
tempted them than if I had 
been utterly incapable of 
ſpeaking : I took no manner 
of notice what informations 
I had received, I appeared 
quite unconcerned at all they 
{aid and did againſt me. 
34 At that conjuncture 1 14. Thus I was 
might as well have been re- net R_ _ 
ally deaf or dumb, in a ſtate mouth i = — re- 
| of inſenſibility or perfect proofs, 
ſtupidity for any anſwers 1 
made to their accuſations, 
any confutation of their op- 
Yrobriqus charges, or the 
Jealt ſelf-defence againſt the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition. 
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Book of PSALMS, ia 57 

1;. For in thee, The true reaſon of my SECT. 30. 
ie do i hope: paieeden filence and ſeem- 
3 ons O ing conſternation was, O 
| eternal Gon, my entire con- 
fidence in thy power and 
goodneſs: J was fully ſatis- 

fed that thou wouldſt not be 

| deaf to nor neglectful of me, 

4 . O my righteous judge and 

1 N overeign avenger. 

| , #5, For 1 ſaid, For though I opened not i6 

tear me, leſt other- my lips before my enemies 


PsaLM 
XXXVI1I1.1 5. 


D $7 
A 4+ 
88 8 "SR, 

* FX 8 * 


leg, 3 mann to defend myſelf,” or rebuke 
_ 1 my foot ſlippeth, them, yet my oppreſſed heart 
eh der magniſy in. dictated this moſt devout and 

Fleer againſt me. jmportunate addreſs to thee 

N my G0, — O my only re- 

1 fuge and ſupport, ſuffer not 

3 theſe inhuman and unmerci- 

; ful wretches to obtain their 
ends, and triumph in my 
downfal : upon the leaſt error 
in my conduct, or tendency 
in my affairs towards ruin, 
they rejoice and arrogantly 
exult as if they had com- 

was pleted my deſtruction. 

ear- | 17, For I amready And truly fo far as a judg- 17 
ole to halt, and my for- ment can be formed from 
re- row 75 continually 


hefare me. NT they never had 
| more occaſion, nor have I 
been in greater danger; m 

circumſtances are at the lowe 

ebb, more and more evils 
daily threaten me, and all my 
proſpects are moſt gloomy and 
diſmal. There 


58 


* 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Str. 30. Therefore, as the only ex- 


Psaru 


XXXVH1-18. 


pedient for relief and mercy, 
1 will moſt humbly confeſs 
that I have finned and juſtly 
deferved theſe rebukes of 
providence: with an inge- 
nuous and unfeigned godly 
forrow I will lament my 
wickedneſs.  __ 


19 At the ſame time, admit me 
a moſt diſtreſſed ſuppliant to 


20 


ſuggeſt my apprehenſive fears 

om enemies who proſper 
and flouriſh greatly as to earth- 
ly ſubſtance, and are extreme- 
ly formidable in ſecular pow- 
er: from them who harbour 
inveterate prejudices, and the 
utmoſt malignity, though [ 
never in any reſpect provok- 


ed or injured them, and have 


gathered daily ſtrength by 
their increaſing numbers. 

It is not only wrongfully 
and contrary to all juſtice 
that they -perſecute me, but 


to common gratitude; for 
ſignal favours they make 


theſe moſt unkind returns; 
and my beneficiaries are my 


zealous adverſaries: meerly 
from the oppoſition there is 


betwixt-my. regular tenour of 
uſeful good actions and their 
prevailing ſtrain of hurtful 
and evil ones, even from the 

1 vileſt 


18. For I will de- 

are mine iniquity ; 

J will be ſorry for 
my in. | 


19. But mine ene- 
mies are lively, and 
they are ſtrong: and 
they that bate me 
wrongfully are mul- 
tiplied. 


20. They alſo 
that render evil for 
good, are mine ad- 
verſaries: becauſe I 
follow the thing that 


good is. 
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21. Forſake me 
not, OLoxp: O my 
God, be not far 
from me. 


26. Make haſte to 


help me, O Lonxp 
my ſalvation. 


Bool of iA. 59 


I am ready to periſh, O my 


vileſt malice they 4 my SECT. 30. 
* h 3 k PsaLM 
not thou, Almi — 
and moſt juſt Gop, Diem — 
diſregard me in this neceſſity, 
and give me up to their 
malignity: O thou moſt 
racious and merciful Gop, 
not thou Hike one abſent 
or indifferent in my caſe of 
extremity, where I hope it is 
conſiſtent with all thy per- 
fections to take thyſelf entire- 
ly intereſted to be preſent and 
vouchſafe protection. 

Concern thyſelf ſeaſonably, 22 
before it be too late, even 
immediately I beſeech thee 
to provide me ſuccour, for 


Infinite ſovereign, my only 
preſerver and deliverer. 


PS ALM 


Ster. 31. 
Connnypnmmnd | 


4 PARAPHRASE on the 


PSALM XXXIX. SECT: XXXI. 


Tbe difficulty in ſome caſes of ſpeaking properly, 


and yet of being filent: The mortality of all men: 
_ the brevity and uncertainty of life : the vanity 
of anxious care for the imaginary advantages of 
this world. The pſalmiſt's truſt in God, and 
earneſt prayer to be delivered from fome calamity 


Be had patiently ſubmitted to for his former 


tranſereſions. Under the notion and character 
of a ſtranger and ſojourner that muſt not con- 
tinue long, he implores mercy while he does 


remain in this tranſitory world. The occaſion, 


ſome ſuppoſe to have been the ſame with the 
VII. Others, Joab's reproving him for 
lanienting bis ſon Abſalom's death, 2 Sam. xix. 5 


| A pfalm of David directed to be performed in 


the , tabernacle by the chief muſician even by 
Jeduthun, 


54 as LM xxxix. 1. | PSALM XXXix. 1. 


UCH is the ſtate of human I Said, I will take 
affairs, and ſo unfavour- heed to my ways, 


h h 
PsALM able and ſiniſter are the e .o ho tear 


XXxix. 1 


Ls „ 1 
* * - + — * 


at enmity with me. 


my tongue: I will 


conſtructions frequently put keep my mouth with 
upon men's actions and ex- a bridle, while the 
preflions; that I firmly re- 
ſolved to make it a rule 
with me to uſe the utmoſt 
caution and circumſpection 
in the whole courſe of my 
life, that it be regular and 
VIITUOUS 3 jury to ſet 


1 is * before 
me. 


. the 


* Before me, coram me, vel contra me, in my preſence or 
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2. I was dumb 
with filence, I held 
my peace, ever from 
good, and my ſorrow 
was ſtirred. 


$- Book of PSALMS. 64 


the ſtricteſt watch before the Sec. 31. 
door of my mouth that I ſin Iv 


PsALNM 


not with my tongue: as with ix. 1. 


à ſtrong incloſure, head- 


ſtall or muzzle 1 will guard 
and watch every word that 
comes out of my lips, that I 


neither charge God fooliſhly, 


nor utter intemperate froward 
ſpeeches concerning my ene- 
mies; when they happen to 
be in my company or tl 
ſubject of free converſation: 
when wicked men inſult. me 
to my face or are up in arms 
againſt ue. 
Notwithſtanding the pro- 2 
vocation and difficulty 1 met 
with, yet I have executed 
my purpoſe by a moſt pro- 
fs flence m — 
of ſuch people: that it might 
be impracticable to ground 
calumnies on my expreſſions, 
I have moreover; ayoided 
diſcourſe that had a tendency 
to defend myſelf and inſtruct 
and do good to others: — 
26483 | on 


t From good, Mudge explains from giving God the glory 
with relation to his illneſs, by acknowledgmg the greatneſs 
and jultice of God, and the nothingneſs and fintulneſs of 
man, — which might give his enemies accaſips of triumph, 
— but he could not bear this reſtraint ;— he tranſlates the 
next ver. The Lord hath ſhewn, &c. — I He how periſhing 


Jan, — all waygity, very man ning. hr fs Us 


62 A PARAPRHRASE 


$xer. 31. with oſing ſilence on my- 
e in tliis reſpect, I found 
ann my ſorrow. fo pent up in- 


AKxix. 2. 


ad, and my tiſing re- 


fieRions to become exceeding 
inful. 


3 With \this violent con 


ſtraint put upon it, my whole 
in ward frame grew warmer 
and warmer; whilſt wich an 
imperfe& low voice I was 
conſidering, and 3 4 
multitude of eager in 

thoughts in my troubled 
breaſt; the affections kindled, 
burnt fiercer, and the in- 


- viſible conſuming gave me 


fuch uneaſineſs, that 1 was 
with forbearing: and 
at laſt broke forth in the fol- 
ing addreſs or declaration. 
Metciful Gop, who haſt 


appointed it me, in order to 


reconeile my diſtreſſed mind 
to this weariſome condition 
of mortality, determine my 
whole attention to the cut - 
ting off, the utmoſt” extre- 
mity, or laſt circumſtances 
of this brittle being; with the 


entire dimenſions or full ex- 


tent of my days, ſhould they 
be lengthened out to the ut- 
moſt of an human date and 


| Bandard, what the compleat 


number or total ſum is: that 
1 may 


3. My heart was 


hot within me, while 


I was muſing the 
fire burned; ther 
ſpake I with my 
tongue. 


4. Lorp, make 
me to know mine 
end, and the mea- 
ſure of my days, 
what it is: that I 
may know how frail 
I] am. 


Book of PSALMS. | ; 6g 

* I may be perfectly ſenſible Secr. 31. 

| with That Ley ſtrides I am 

continually haſtemng to an 

entire ceſſation, from ever 

more being either pleaſed 

or pained with this tempo- 

7 "I exiſtence. Ms he. 

bo 5. Behold, thou t may very juſtly be af- 5 
haſt made my days firmed and is exceeding evi- 
as an hand- gent, that thou haſt conſtituted 


.Y h, and mine , | 

3 _— as nothing Or etermined my. days by 

before thee: verily ſuch a brevity of compaſs as to 

every man at bis be contained in the ſmall mea- 
belt ſtate 17 alto - ſure of an hand- breadth; and 

. * the tranſitory ſhort duration of 

bi | the world and age, as to me a 

4 dying man, is the meereſt trifle: 

4 and juſt nothing before thee; 

and in compariſon with the 

petmanency of thy boundleſs 
eternity: indeed this is the 
common ſhort-hved condi - 
tion of every man living: 
who when his ſtate is moſt 

| - proſperous, and even his con- 
| 8 N ſtitution moſt firm and athle- 

4 on tick, has no ſtability, is entite 
vanity: neither was any thing 
ever more certain: ot fſelt- 
evident than this truth. 

6. Surely every Surely it is the lot of man- 6 

8 N ure! w kind to live and act in appear- 

; they « 7 193 "W ance 


Peat 
xxxix. 4. 


u Hand-breadth, or breadth of che expanded palm, one 
of che ſhorteſt meaſures among the Jews, being the fixth 


part of a cubit, ſomething more than three inghes and 8 
dalf, or 3,684 inches. ; | 


64 


P$s4alM 
Axxix. 6. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sxcr. 31. ance rather than in reality; 
trulpy, their all ſolicitous cares 


and vexations pleaſures and 
enjoyments are about imagi- 
nary things: in collecting trea- 
ſure or accumulating wealth, 
without any certainty who 


fall inherit it; they are like 


him who labours in the fields 


of harveſt, binds the corn, and 
lays it in heaps, but knows 
not whether, he fhall live to 
carry it into his barn, or ſtore 
it in his granary. 


. . 


5 And now Lon p, what ex- 


pectations can I raiſe from a 
creation ſo empty as to ſolid 


happineſs and ſo utterly un- 


„ 


certain; myſelf alſo only a 
ſhadow. or yapour? all my 
hopes center and terminate 


en ne 
2 Of thy infinite goodneſs 


and mercy deliver me from 
the guilt, power, and puniſh- 
ment of. my, ſins and tranſ- 
greſſians ;; ſuffer me not thro 


any errors and calamities con- 


ſequent 


they are diſquieted 
in vain: he heapeth 
up riches, and know- 
eth not who ſhall 
gather them. 


7. And z Lund 
what wait I for? my 
hope is in thee, 


8. Deliver me 
from all my tranſ- 


greſhons, make me 


not the reproach of 
the fooliſh, 


He heapeth, & a beautiful ſtriking image borrowed 
| from the labours of harveſt, and intimating that after man 
bath run through all the fatigues of acquiſition, he is utter- 
ly uncertain who ſhall ſtep betwixt him and the enjoyment, 


or whether his relation or a ſtranger, his friend or his 


my hall take the profit of all his toils. | 
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9. I was dumb, 
I opencd not my 
mouth; becauſe thou 


didſt zz. 


10. Remove thy 


ſtroke away from 
me: I am conſumed 
by. the blow of thine 
hand. 


11, When thou 
with rebukes doſt 
corre& man for ini- 
quity, thou makeſt 
his beauty to con- 
ſume away like a 
moth : ſurely every 
man is vanity, Selah. 


Vol. III. 


Boot of PS ALMS. 55 


ſequent upon them to fall Seer. 31. 
under the cenſures and deri- Ta 
ſions of proſperous tools and . 8. 
wicked rich met; _...... | 

I have filently and moſt g 
humbly ſubmitted to what 
has befallen me, and laid my 
hand upon my mouth as to 
repining or murmuring; be- 
cauſe, I know it proceeded 
from thine all-wiſe direction, 
and that my grievous offences 
have molt richly deſerved all. 

But now having, I hope, 10 
in ſome meaſures expiated and 
waſhed away the ſtains by a 
ſincere repentance, allow me 
moſt earneſtly to intreat thee at 
length to remove the judg- 
ments which thy mighty hand 
hath inflicted: my utmoſt 
ſtrength cannot ſuſtain but I 


muſt ſoon ſink under, and be 


quite waſted and exhauſted, if 

thou continue thy heavy and 

dreadtul chaſtiſements, 
When thou with aflictions 11 


and. ſufferings art pleaſed to 


convince reprove and make 
man thoroughly ſenſible of 
his faults; and to reſtrain 
correct or reduce him to 
duty and obedience by the 
execution of thy laws; thou 
ſoon exhauſts him of his 


ſtrength and vigour, and ren- 


F ders 


66 
SECT. 31. 


PsSALN 


xxxix. 11. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


ders all that he eſteemed good 
and valuable beautiful and 
defirable ſubject to decay and 


conſume like a moth-eaten 


- garment. It very ſpeedily and 


12 


very demonſtrably appears, 
as has been before obſerved, 
that every human being is 
meer vanity. When the re- 
markable change is ſeen no 
one will in the leaſt que- 


ſtion it. 


prayer, grant my earneſt re- 
queſt, and declare by timely 
help that thou art prevailed 
upon by -my flowing tears : 
for my condition of being is 


3 unſettled and reſt- 


$; like that of ſtrangers at 
a diſtance from their native 
country, or as ſojourners and 
travellers that only lodge for 
a ſnort time, or tarry a ſingle 
night: the ſame as it has 


been with all my pious fore- 
fathers, and will be with all 


righteous and good perſons 
to the end of the world. 


13 O turn from me thine eyes 


F. 
* 


of diſpleuſure, intermit and 
remove mine affliction, that 
I may recover my impaired 
ftrength; and be capable of 
doing ſome ſervice to religion 
and mankind before I deparc 
from 


Regard this my humble 


12. Hear my 
Pr ayer, O Load, 


give ear unto | 


my cry, hold not 
thy peace at my 
tears: for I am a 
ſtranger with thee, 
and a ſojourner, as 
all my fathers wweze. 


13. O ſpare me 


that I may recover 


ſtrengthy before I go 
hence, and be no 
more. 


— 
i 
* 


my 
LokD, 


unto } 


d not 
t my 
am à 
thee, 
er, as 
wert. 


re* me 
cover 
e I ge 
de no 


Book of PSAL MS. | 67 
from, never more to exiſt in Ser. 31. 


this life and world. 2 
| xxxv. 14. 
PSALM XL. SECT. XXXII. 


The happy iſſue of ſubmiſſion and a patient expec- 
tation. Sacrifices and offerings of inconſiderable 
value laid in the ſcale againſt juſtice and mercy. 
The removal of evils implored, with the chaſtiſe- 
ment of enemies, and the ſecurity of the good and 
virtuous, His condition peculiarly diftreſsful, 
therefore ſpeedy help requeſted. A pſalm of 
David, [commonly applied to the Meſiab] direc- 
ted to the principal muſician. | 


PSALM xl. 1. PS AL M xl. 1. 


Waited patiently IT H an entire ten- Ster. 32. 


for the Logrp; 


Wer dency of my mind 

— 2 towards him, I ſteadily and 5 * 
cry. patiently waited for Altnighty 
| Gop in his moſt proper ſeaſon 
p to effect what I had requeſted 


and was deeply concerned 
for: and he extended his 
moſt affectionate regard to 
me, and anſwered my dole- 
ful cry. 


2. He brought me He advanced me from a x 


up alſo out of an* 


horrible pit, out of 
the miry clay, and 
ſet my feet upon a 
rock, and eſtabliſhed 
my goings. 


moſt deplorable ſtate; as it 


were mounted me up from 


'a pit of aſtoniſhment, the 
thought whereof ' ſhocketh 
MA the 


X Horrible pit, Hammond renders a |ſounding pit from the 
noiſe it makes when any thing is thrown into it; and a de- 


ſolats place, 


- 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 32. the mind and filleth it with 


: out of clay which 
was ſoft as mire, to firm foot- 


ing, honour and proſperity; 


and hath ſettled me in theſe 
peaceable and flouriſhing cir- 
cumſtances. 


3 On this account I muſt be 


in the higheſt degree un- 
E or inſenſible, not to 
ee my indiſpenſable obliga- 
tion to renew my thankſ- 
givings, and celebrate the 
divine goodneſs in this in- 
eſtimable favour: many be- 
ſides ſhall obſerve with ad- 
miration, and religious re- 
verence; and be led to an 
entire confidence in the Gop 


who hath done ſuch great 


things. 

He is in the right way of 
living, or in the direct road 
to happineſs, who whether 
in proſperity or adverſity 
conſtitutes the divine laws as 
the rules of his practice; and 


chooſes the divine ſelf. ex- 


iſtent being as the object of 


his dependence and ſafety: 


and looketh not with a fa- 


vourable aſpect to follow imi- 
tate 


3 And he hath 
put a new ſong in 
my mouth, even 
praiſe unto our God: 
many ſhall ſee zz, 
and fear, and ſnall 
truſt in the Logv, 


4. Bleſſed 7s that 
man That maketh 
the Lord his truſt : 
and reſpecteth not 
the proud, nor ſuch 
as turn aſide to „ 
lies. 


Y Lies, the LXX render Hing madneſſes. Mudge—haughty 
daring atheiſts who laugh at all application to any power 
above; or who put their confidence in idol ſuperſtitions. 


nat 
eth 
| : 
not 
ich 
dF 
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5. Many, OLoxp, 
my God, are thy 
wonderful works, 
which thou haſt 
done, and thy 
thoughts which are 
to us-ward: they 
cannot be reckoned 
up in order unto 
thee: /I would de- 
clare and ſpeak of 
them they are more 
than can be num- 


bered. 


tate or rely = the enlarged Sgr. 32 
in wealth and pride; nor ſuch 5 


as turn out of the way of 
truth and virtue, to ſuper- 
ſtitious imaginations, crimi- 
nal artifices or corrupt de- 
ceitful practices. 

There can be no tempta- 5 
tion to this conduct which 
can ſo much as palliate it; 
for abundantly ſufficient to 
ſatisfy us of the wiſdom and 
perfect ſecurity of acting the 
contrary; and daily increaſing 
in their numbers, O LORD 
my Gop, are the marks of 
peculiar favour whereby thou 
haſt diſtinguiſhed us, regular- 
ly proceeding in the diſcharge 
of our duty; and thy fur- 
ther deſigns and contrivances 
formed on purpoſe for our 
benefit: there is nothing that 
correſponds to or can be com- 
pared with them; neither can 
they be reckoned up in order 
one after another by way of 
thank fulneſs unto thee: if I 
{hould endeavour to tell them 
one by one, or diſcourſe on 
them ſeparately, they exceed 
all numbers to particular- 
ie, or mortal man's power 


to declare and explain 
them. 
F 3 Beaſts 


70 
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xl. 6. 


| AIPARATHRASE on the 
Beaſts ſlaughtered and 6. * Sacrifice and 
offered up as an act of re- — thou * 
ligion, with the voluntary et, haft thou co 
meat-offerings which Moſes ed: buryt offering 
directs as proper tokens of a and fin offering halt 
perſon's devotion, thou doſt thou not required, 
not favour or take delight in 
as fit returns for ſo great 
mercies; thou haſt prepared 
mine ears and diſpoſed my 7 
mind for a nobler moral obe- - 
dience : the moſt ancient 
homage of burnt-offerings, 
and 4 fin- offerings haſt thou 


not required on their own ac- 


count, or for any intrinſick 
value there was in them. 


Then 1 reſolved with my- , 7; Then bald I, 


lo, I come: in the 


ſelf and thus declared, „„ 


it it is written of me. 


z Kimchi obſerves that in the beginning God gave the 
Thraelites no other commandment, but that they ſhould obey 
his voice, Exe. xv. 26. but when they began to ſin he 


commanded them about offerings and ſacrifices ; as not 


knowing what to do after they had ſinned, and as hereby 
expiating if they repented ; but he that ſinned not had no 


occaſion to offer them: However it ſeems worth noting 
that both Jews and Criſtians have been agreed in repent- 


ance as the indiſpenſable condition of pardon. 


a Literally, wncovered mine cars, haſt told or revealed to 


them: ſome underſtand the ceremony of a ſlave who loved 


his maſter and would not go free alluded to, or boring the 


ears in token of perpetual ſervitude, others as Eaxvards 


to digging the ears in order to open them that perſons might 


be quicker of hearing or in obeying. Mudge by a gent!t 


inſiuuatian into my ears, cc. 

b In ancient times books were written on parchment, 
and rolled up upon a round ſtick; and that to the time of 
David the Pentateuch of Moſes ſeems to have been ſliled the 

: volume 


ys af ww ow Va 8X 
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4 it is expedient that I ſhould Szer. 32. 

ſt be appointed to come, with a rene | 
a copy of the law by me toi 8 

n- ſtudy and practiſe, as is re- 

4 corded of my perſon and cha- 

racter; or as is preſcribed to 


every king in the rolled book 

of ſacred writ; and offer my 

ſoul and body à living ſa- 

1 10 ligkt to do _ h all readineſ: 
ne engage with all readineſs 8 
By * _ to accompliſh, O my Gop, 
<p 3 what thou deſireſt as moſt 
acceptable to thee : yea thoſe 
rules of action ſhewing what 

ought to be done; or that 

law of virtue and true re- 

ligion which is of indiſpenſ- 

able obligation and everlaſt- 

ing importance, I truly have 

the utmoſt tenderneſs and re- 

gard for, have in perfect 


the knowledge and daily prac- 
bey tile. | 1 

he 9. I have preach- I have expreſſed this un- 9 
= ed righteouſneſs in feigned affection by publiſh- 
eby the great congrega- » , =? 

no ton: lo, I have not ing the good tidings of moral 
ang refrained my lips, rectitude; or moſt clearly | 
ent- O Lord, thou ſhewing in what gener al 
d to knoweſt, _ courſe of action holineſs and 
ved goodneſs conſiſt, to the larg- 


the 
'ards 
1 oht 
entlt 


eſt collective bodies of peo» 
F 4 ple: 


volume of the law or the ſcripture of the Jews; and they had 
ſcarce any other book that they held ſacred. Cappel. 
pecileg. ad Hebr. x. 7. | 


nent, 
ne of 
] the 
lume 


__—_ A PARAPHRASE o the 


SECT. 32. ple: in truth, I have ſhunned 
Pa > No occaſion of fully inform- 
xl. 9. ing men in affairs where they 
are infinitely concerned, O 
all-knowing Gop, thou art 

my witneſs, 

10 [I have not been filent 
about, or ſecreted in my own 
breaſt, juſt ſentiments of thy 

mercy — boundleſs benigni- 


ty: the perfect certainty of 


every thing thou haſt pro- 
miſed, and the nature and 


conditions of ſalvation I have 


repreſented in the plaineſt 
terms: | have not ſuppreſſed, 
or removed our of the proper 
point of view, thy diſintere- 
ſted and unmerited bene- 
ficence, nor thy ſteady and 
inviolable faithfulneſs, when- 
ever I have ſpoken to our 

2 aſſembled entire nation. 

f 11 Do not thou confine or 
reſtrain, 1 beſeech thee hea- 
venly Father, thy peculiar 
indulgence and tendereft pity 


from me; let thine abun- 


dant extraordinary bene vo- 
lence and thy truth conti- 
nually guard me from ene- 
* dangers and calamities. 
For the greateſt number 
and variety of pernicious mil- 
chiefs have threatened and 
ſurrounded me: the painful 


effects 


10. I have not 
hid thy righteouſ- 
neſs within my 
heart, I have de- 
clared thy faithful- 
neſs and thy ſalva- 
tion: I have not 
concealed thy lov- 
ing-kindneſs, and 
thy truth from the 
great congregation. 


11. Withold not 
thou thy tender mer- 
cies from me, 0 
Lo np, let thy lov- 
ing kindneſs and 
thy truth cor tinualiy 
preſerve me. 


12. For innume- 
rable evils have com- 
paſſed me about; 
mine iniquities have 


"Oy hold upon me, 
= ve 
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ſo that I am not able 
to took up : they are 
more than the hairs 
of mine head, there- 
fore my heart faileth 
me. 


13. Be pleaſed, O 
Lo xp, to deliver me: 
O Lon, make haſte 
to help me. 


14. Let them be 
aſhamed and con- 
founded together, 


that ſeek after my 


ſoul to deſtroy it: 
let them be driven 
backward, and put 
to ſhame that with 
me evy, 


vertencies and -miſcarriages . 
have purſued and overtaken 


me, ſo that I may not, I 


cannot, look up with freedom 
and boldneſs to confront mine 
adverſaries: as the hairs of 
my head for number, theſe 
laſt prevail ſo both in weight 
and multitude that my heart 
and ſtrength have quite for- 
ſaken me. 


Be thou fo gracious, Al- 13 


mighty Gop, to ranſom me 
from theſe puniſhments and 
miſeries: they are extremely 
heavy, bleſſed Gop, be thou 
ſpeedy and inſtant in vouch- 
ſafing aſſiſtance and ſupport. 


Through the tedious de- 14 


lays or total fruttration of 
their hopes, make one as well 
as another, even all of them 
without exception, aſhamed 
diſappointed; and like a man 
when digging „in utter con- 
fuſion to hang down their 
heads and hide their faces, 
whoare intent and induſtrious, 
as a razor ſhaveth the head 


or beard: to take away my 


life, from the ſtations they 
are at preſent in, remove them 
to lower ones: to their entire 
diſgrace render them for ever 

inca- 
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effects remembrance and cor- Szer. 32. 


7 


P3alu 


Ix. 14. 


15 


* 
| 
\ 
\ 


A .. APHRASE en the 
Ser. . incapable of bearing any 


honourable poſt; whole high- 


eſt pleaſure it was to give me 


the greateſt pain, and my 


irrecoverable ruin the fixed 


object of their moſt eager 
wiſhes. 

As trees ſcorched with the 
eaſt-wind or blaſted with 
lightning, as cities or coun- 
tries wholly deſolate and un- 
inhabited; let them be ſtript 
of all comforts and enjoy- 


ments, as the natural inevi- 


table conſequence of their 
diſappointed abaſhed hopes; 
who expreſs their tranſports 
of joy over my extremity of 
miſery, crying out, *tis well 
done! ſo would we have it! 


16 On the other hand, let all 


ſtant regard 


men who ſeek thy favour as 
their chief good, and ſteadily 
endeavour by an uniform 
virtue to e and ſerve 
thee, have abundant occaſion 
of the higheſt pleaſure and 
exulting mirth from thy con- 
ſhewed to them: 
let thoſe who are delighted 
in ſuch ſalvations and de- 
liverances from injury and 
violence as thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed, 


* 


15. Let them be 
e deſolate for a re- 
ward of their ſhame, 


that ſay unto me, 


Aha, aha. 


16. Let all thoſe 
that ſeek thee, re- 
Joice and be glad in 
thee: let ſuch as 
love thy ſalvation 
ſay continually, the 
Loxp be magnified. 


* Feqgvick interprets, they ſhall be amazed to find their 
reward 15 only ſhame and confuſion, 
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17. But Ian poor 
and needy, yet the 
Lokp thinketh up- 
on me: thou art my 
help and my de- 
liverer, make no tar- 


j ing, O my Gop. 
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ſafed, ever openly declare. — Szcr. 32. 
let God be honoured and ador W 


ed for all inſtances of ſo juſt 
and merciful an interpoſition. 


But in my low condition, 17 


heavy adverſity and extreme 
want of ſuccour, the moſt 
high Gop and ſupport of the 
univerſe forms a juſt eſtimate 
of all matters, and has a re- 
gard and value for me: thou 
art my ſupport ſhelter and 
ſafety from dangers and ca- 
lamities, do not defer to 
make this appear, and actu- 
ally deliver me, O my king 
and my Gop. | 


PSALM XLI. SECT. XXXIII. 


The benefit and recompence of charity and mercy. 
Divine compaſſion implored, and the inbumanity 
and vile calumnies of enemies complained of : 
particularly, the ingratitude and perfidy of a 
profeſſed friend. A requeſt that he may, and 
bopes conceived that he ſhall be able to give due 
chaſtiſement to his adverſaries, and all proper 
acknowledgments to a kind providence. An bymn 
or ode compoſed by David [ on occaſion of afflic- 


tion, and ſome ſuppoſe more eſpecially Abſalom's 


rebellion) and committed to the maſter of muſick. 


Psarm xli. 1. 


LESSED is he 

that conſidereth 
the poor: the Lo xD 
will deliver him in 
time of trouble. 


PS AL M Kli. 1. 


1 * the right way, and S zor. 33. 


PSALu 
Ai. 6. 


truly worthy of eſteem 5p. 
and imitation is that hu- Ii. 1. 


mane 


76 = A PararnRass on the 


SscT. 33: mane good man, who is not 
Palin Inclined to cenſure and a- 

xk. z. bandon his fellow creatures 

on account of their calamities 
- difeaſes or misfortunes; bur 
ſedately to weigh, thorough- 
Iy effectually conſider, and 
to the utmoſt of his power, 
adminiſter comfort and ſup- 
port to the diſtreſſed pained 
or indigent : the Gop and 

father of mercies ſhall either 

preſerve him from dangers 

and troubles, or contrive a 

way for his eſcape from the 
molt imminent of them. 

2 As the eſpecial charge of 2. The L onp will 
his moſt vigilant providence Pace en im, and 
the Lok D will take care that "th be bleſſed 
he ſhall have ſupplies and not upon the earth; and 
be hurt; when publick ca- thou wilt not deliver 

lamities or epidemical diſ- _ nto the will of 
orders lay waſte the founda- * ©: 

tion of all bleſſings even life 
itſelf, he will keep him alive 
in this or remove him to a 
better world; ſo that he ſhall 
never finally periſh: moſt 
probably he ſhall enjoy af- 

fluent circumſtances, and be 
in all reſpects happy in the 
country where he 1s ſituated : 

and he may pray, and upon 

rational grounds hope that 
thou wilt not put him in the 
power, or leave him to the 

; luſt 
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luſt of his mercileſs ene- Secr. 33. 
mies. 3 
3. The Lon will The good Gow who af- 2 
ſtrengthen him upon flicts not willingly nor grieves 
the bed of languilh- the children of men, ſhould 
ing: thou wilt make N 
all bis bed in his the liberal bountiful man be 
ſickneſs. exerciſed with lingring dil- 
orders or corroding grief, will 
bring to his mind peculiar 
ſupports and conſolations: as 
a moſt iudulgent pitying 
friend, through all the decays 
of nature and ſtages of his 
dliſeaſe he will apply all proper 
expedients to render his ſick- 
bed eaſy, or at leaſt tolerable. 
4. 1 faid, Load, Under peculiar. diſtreſſes, 4 
be merciful unto me; hoping that my ready kind- 
heal my foul, for I refs tofellow-creatures might 
have ſinned againſt 
ae recommend me to our com- 
mon good parent I addreſſed 
him as follows, Eternal GoD, 
do not treat me with rigour 
of Juſtice but with the ten- 
dereſt pity; in a moral ſenſe 
cure me, reſtore my guilty 
mind, and ceaſe to puniſh 
my ſins: for though, | have 
I own committed them, yet 
I am truly ſenſible of the 
wrong I did and lincerely 
penitent for doing it. 
5. Mine enemies The hatred and malice of 5 
= — ya me: mine enemies is obſtinate and 
Ee ae : periſh? inflexible to a degreethat mi- 
ſery itſelf cannot ſoften — 
; an 


N 11 


* 
% — * li „ 


A PARAPHRASE 


_ 
Sxcr..33-and ſo far from expreſſing the 


8 leaſt regard or pity to my moſt 


ali. 5. 


grievous pain they wiſh it 
| heightened; ſaying, when 
ſhall the world be rid of this 
intolerable nuiſance, and. his 
very name be branded with 
infamy or - buried in entire 
oblivion. © 


6 And if one of this malig- 


nant fraternity vouchſafe me 
a vilit of ſeeming reſpe& and 
friendſhip, at the ſame time 
that he is exceſſive in his pro- 
feſſions of an entire regard 
and condolence; he will be 


Picking up materlals, making 


invidious obſervations, and 
inventing downright calum- 
nies, that moment he 1s gone 
out of my doors, to publiſh 
in = to render me odious 
or ridiculous. 


3 To prevent the diſcovery, 


thoſe who are indifferent to 


me, or-rather who herd with 


mine enemies, by indirect 
hints and muttering half- 
ſpeeches, communicate their 
ſecret deſigns: they contrive 
with an extreme art and cun- 
ning how moſt effectually to 


prejudice my affairs. 
s lf they imagine they have 


obtained any extraordinary 
advan- 


6. And if he come 
to ſee me, he ſpeak- 
eth vanity ; his heart 
gathereth iniquity to 
itſelf, when he goeth 
abroad, he telleth ict. 


7. All that hate 
me, whiſper toge- 
ther againſt me: a- 
gainſt me do they 
deviſe my hurt. 


8. 4 An evil diſ- 
eaſe, ſay they, cleav; 
eth talt unto him: 


and 


Some underſtand by evil diſeaſe a plague or peſtilence; 
and the latter clauſe as a proverbial ex preſſion for any * 
os 


Book of PSA L M s. | 
and row that he advantage they are ſolicitous Secr. 33. 


lieth; he ſhall riſe 
up no more. 


9. Vea, mine own 
familiar friend in 
whom l truſted, 
which did © eat of 
s my 


of compleat ruin. 


to improve it to the utmoſt; 
with all exaggerations de- 
claring —a thing of Belial, 
a miſchievous ſlander or a 
grievous puniſhment, fuch as 
is due to the wicked and pro- 
fligate now ſets faſt in, ſticks 
cloſe to him: his diſtreſs is 
of luck a nature, or his crimes 
are fo notorious that it is im- 
poſlible he ſhould eſcape; he 
is at laſt down, confined. to 


defending himfelf; therefore 
may be conſidered as truly 
dead, for he cannat recover 
his health, and if he could, 
never his reputation and 
credit. . 


79 
— 

PsALM 

xli. 3. 


his houſe and incapable of 


Where it was inevitable g 


and honourable to be unre- 
ſerved and unguarded, and 
Which 


Mudge, what is meant by a curſed or 
devilifþ thing, ſomething not to be accounted for in a na- 
tural way. | 


© To eat bread together, ſeems to have been conſidered in 
the earlieſt ages as a token of friendſhip and canfidence, 
likewiſe to eat ſalt: ſo that Hzchins very juſtly Ryles rranſ- 
greſſing the table a phraſe of the ſame import with violating 
the laws of friendſbip and hoſpitality. Par. Jamb. ap. Orig. 


L. IL p. 74. 


The following lines may entertain the poetick reader. 


He that's ungrateful has no guilt but one, 
All other crimes may paſs for virtues in him. 


— „ ——. . „ — « _—_—— 


——— — 


— — 


All 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Scr. 33: which cannot but give the 


— 


PsATLu 
xli. 9. 


deepeſt wounds, the man of 
my peace, connected with me 


by all ties that ought to be 


held ſacred, and entirely con- 
fided in, obliged ſupported 
by me; hath kicked me with 
the greateſt violence, acted 
moſt ungratefully and trea- 
cherouſly, taken part with 
my enemies, and perfidiouſly 
conſpired and almoſt effected 
my ruin. 


10 But, thou impartial and 


moſt gracious Gop, haſt in 
the utmoſt abomination ſuch 
infidelity . and atrocious vil- 
Jany, and do thou compal- 
. ſionate 


my bread, hath lift 
up his heel againſt 
me., Fe 


10. But thou, O 
Lok b, be merciful 
unto me, and raiſe 
me up, that 1 may 
t requite them, 


All ſhou'd unite to'puniſh the ungtateful, 
Ingratitude is treaſon to mankind. | 
Is not the bread thou eat'ſt, the robe thou wear'ſt, 
Thy wealth and hdnours, all the pure indulgence © 


Of him thou wouldſt deſtroy ? 


And would his creature, nay his friend betray him? 
Why then no bond is left on human kind: 
Diſtruſts, debates, immortal ſtrifes enſue; 
Children may murder parents, wives their huſbands z 
All muſt be wars, rapine and deſtruction 
When truſt and gratitude no longer bind, 


| Where honey-ſuckles ripen'd by the ſun, 


— -— 


= — 


Forbid the ſun to enter : like favourites 
Made proud like princes, that advance your pride 


Againſt the power that bred it. 


, 


f Some interpret this, David having declared againſt all 
perſonal revenge or retaliation of injuries, P/al. vii. 4 5. 
4 ſhall requite their injuries with good turns, repay them quite 


etherwwiſe than they have deſerv.d, 


D > 


ul 


le 
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11. By this I know 
that thou favoureſt 
me, becauſe mine 
enemy doth not tri- 
umph over me. 


12. And as for 
me, thou upholdeſt 
me in mine integri- 
ty, and ſetteſt me 
before thy face for 
ever. 


13. 8 Bleſſed be 
the LoD God of 
Hrael, from ever- 

laſting, 


ſionate me, who am ne bf 33. 


wiſe likely to be undone 9 
them: entertain a tender f 
feeling ſenſe of theſe groſs 
injuries and baſeſt uſage, and 
enable me to act the ſupreme 
magiſtrate and adminiſter 
perfect juſtice. 

By this I ſhall effectually 11 
know, proper fruits and ex- 
periences will fully convince 
me, that thou beareſt me the 
greateſt good will, haſt a 
moſt affectionate regard for 
me; when lam obliged with 
this teſtimony-in my favour, 
that my enemy is not ſuffered 
to accompliſh his deſigns and 
triumph in my deſtruction. 


And ſhall have freſh oc- 12 


caſion to eſteem myſelf one 
of that happy number, whom 
by peculiar firm ſupports, and 
as the reſult of am inflexible 
virtue thou preſerveſt from 
falling; thy favourable re- 
gard eſtabliſneth me in con- 
ant health and ſafety, in 
perpetual vigour and pro- 


ſperity. 


On this particular account, 13 
and as a tribute moſt richly 


due for his unnumbered 


s According to the ancient divifion of the pſalter into 
five parts this doxology concludes the firſt. 


Yor. III. 


9 mercies, 
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Secr. 33. mercies; let Iſrael's IA HOVAH laſting, and to ever- 
S and guardian, as eminently laing, Amen ans 


— diſtinguiſhed from all other 
„gods be had in the higheſt 

veneration, and univerſally 

celebrated from this age and 

generation forward through- 

out all periods of time and 

through a boundleſs eternity, 
With my whole heart I ſay 
amen, ſo be it, and ever will 
wiſh and pray it. | 
PSALM XLII. SECT. XXXIV. 

C omplaints of abſence from publick religious ſolem- 
nities. Encouragement grounded in the divine 
| goodneſs of being reſtored to them, and the ene- 
mies's reproaches ceaſing. An ode or hymn directed 
for the chief muſician, to be performed by the ſons 

| of © Korah to the tune Maſchil: occafioned, as is 
ſuppoſed, by Abſalom's conſpira'y and rebellion. 
2 Sam. XV. 10—13. 

Ps AL M xlii. 1. Ps eu axlii. 1. 

LMoſt bitter ingredient S the i hart 

A of ny prin reniy Kere 
K * LM 1s that 1 Am debarred publick panteth my ſoul af- 
U. 1. 1 


worſhip 2 terthee, O God, 


h By ſons of Korah, Mudge underſtands a college or ſocie- 
y of muficians called ſo from Norah the firſt founder or pre- 
nt of it. 2 the poſterity of Coreh, the ſon of 
Heman, r Chron xxv. 4. tiled Hemmm the ſinger, 1 Chron. 
vi. 33. who came — Ellanab, Afir, Ablaſaph, ver. 36, 37. 
three of the poſterity of Coreh. Exod. vi. 24. and 1 Chron. 
vi: 22. 31. and were not ſlain, Numb. xxvi. 1t. 
i Though theſe beaſts are ſaid impatiently to deſire water 
when they happen to have Sten vipers, ts be wounded, Oc. 
- ſome 


+ 0-4 


er- 
ng 


Book of PSALMS» 


2. My foul thirſteth 
for God, for the liv- 
ing God: when ſhall 


] come and appear 
before God. 


2. My tears have 
been my meat day 
and night, while 
they continvally ſay 


unto me. where 75 


thy God? 


worſhip: I am impatient of SECT. 34. 
the reſtraint, As the poiſoned TV 


or wounded hart, the ſmit- 
ten hunted deer in the vio- 
lence of its inflamed thirſt, 
pants cries or brays for ca- 
nals or rivers of water; ſo 
intent earneſt and diſſatisfied 
is my mind, to have oppor- 
tunity of again attending the 
offices of ſocial homage and 
ſervice. 

With all my faculties and 2 
molt devour affections I moſt 
earneſt]y deſire, to expreſs the 
ſenſe and regard 1 have for 
the divine excellence; even 
for the Infinite Creator's ſu- 
preme perfection as contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from all heathen 
idols: when ſhall that happy 
day come, and I again appear 
the object of his regard, by 
having leave to converſe with 
admire and revere him in his 
tabernacle. * 

As others at the regular 3 
and conſtant return of the 
appointed times, ſupply their 
bodily appetites with refreſh- 
ing ſood; ſo have my fad 
E at} meals 


ſome ſuppoſe all that is here intended is the mgurnſul noiſe 
they are obſerved to make when they feed in a dry and 
parched wildernels, and can find no water; ſuch as David 
was at this time in; therefore to be a proper emblem of 
his deſtitute forlorn condition. ** 


xlit- I - 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


meals of mourning and la- 
mentation kept their conti- 
nual courſe: whilſt I am per- 
petually reproached on the 
ſcore of my religion, and 
they never fail to enquire, 
what are your profeſſions or 
expeclations come to, where 
is your. Gop? can he not 
help; or has he forſaken you? 


4 Now when J reflect on the 


impious taunts of theſe cruel 


men, and my own deplorab'e 


condition, I am greatly af- 
flicted and diſturbed; almoſt 
overcome with grief and con- 
cern: eſpecially when I con- 
ſider how much better and 
happier it was once with me: 
for I uſed formerly not only 
ta go with the multitude to 
the houſe of Gop, but to be 
the perſon ho chiefly en- 
couraged and put forward 
the reſt, and carried them 
along with me: they accom- 


panied me in great numbers 


with a becoming ſolemnity, 
and with praiſes and accla- 
mations. 

Where-— 


4. When I re- 
member theſe /hings, 
I poured out my 
ſoul in me; for J 
had gone with the 
multitude, I went 
with them to the 
houſe of God; with 
the voice of joy and 
praiſe, with a mul- 
titude that kept 
holy-day. 


_ 8 out, &c. I let looſe the reins of paon, gave 
up myſelf to inconſolable grief: the proceſſion to the fealt 
had been a molt joyful one. The Jeu are ſaid to have 
reckoned" this journey they undertook to ſerve God a plea- 
ſure and kind of feſlivity, terming idolatrous feaſts WN a 
ſadneſs which Tatitus ſmartly retorts upon them. Romani 
teetos faſteſſue ritus kabens, Judæi trifles ſerdidiſque. 


Ave 
eaſt 
ave 
lea- 
NA 
nant 


Book of PSALMS. 


. Why art thou 
taſt down, O my 
ſoul? and why art 
thou difquieted in 


| me? hope thou in 


God, for I ſhall yet 
praiſe him for the | 
help of his counte- 
nance. 


6. O my God, my 
ſoul is caſt down 
within me: there- 
fore will I remember 
thee from the land 
of m Jordan and 
of the Hermonites, 
fromthe hill Mizer. 
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.. Wherefore is the ſcene Szcr. 34+ 


changed, and weak man, with 
this change thy thoughts 
altered. to ſuch' a degree of 
uneaſineſs and agitation, and 
thy ſpirits quite dejected? 
though exerciſed with ſome 
delays do thou ſtill hope, 


patiently wait and in the way 


of virtue earneſtly deſire help 
of Almighty God : after all, 
I ſhall have occaſion to cele- 
brate his perfection for the 
ſalvation of his face, or the 
ſucceſs and deliverance with 
which his preſence and regard 
favour me. | 


xlii. 5. 


O my Gop and Father, I 6 


am extremely caſt down, and 


in this ſtate of exile betwixt 


Jordan and Hermon, all N 
have to comfort myſelf with 
is the remembrance of thoſe 
great things thou didft for- 
merly for thy people here: 
and that thy Omnipotence 
and providence: extend to 
every place; are commenſu- 
rate ta all the neeeſſities of 
GG 3 thy 


! Literally, ſalvation of his face, or fuvour: which 


| Fenwick renders, an help before me, or always at hand, 


Mugge he that enables me to hold up my face : — bh 
n Hermon, a high hill on the other fide of Jordan on the 
eaſt, Mizar probably a mountain bordering op Soar, then 
the country betwixt theſe may denote the whole land 
David traverſed in the exile which is underſtood to have 
occaſioned this pſalm. "TS | 
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thy ſervants. be they ever ſo 


A PARAPHRASE oH the 


* 


preſſing and extraordinary. 


Never ſurely were any per- 7. Deep calleth | 
| | unto deep at the 


on's greater or more preſſing; 


on and urge forward another in gone over me. 
an unintetrupted ſucceſſion; 
with increafing violence to aſ- 
ſault this my expoſed and ſhak- 
en bark of life: as raging waves 
or roaring torrents, all man- 
ner of afflictions and tribu- 
lations ſcem to have fallen 
vpon me with their united 
F force 


* * 


2 Literally, the deth, reſervoir, 4, er chaos calleth to the 
deep, &c.— Water-ſpouts, the word ſometimes denotes large 
tubes formed out. of a thick. cloud, within which the air 


| Und water are pet into a violent motion, and conſequently 


muſt make a great noiſe at fea. See Mort. Ab. Phil. 
Tranſact. p. 210 — 15. and ſometimes ſubterraneous paſ- 
* cut like tubes or canals through hills or rec ks, on 
w 


ich forts or caſtles Rood above to afford a communica- | 


tion with towns beneath, 79/ph. L VII. C z. Polyb. Ed 
Luhn. v. 1. p. 578. An anonymous writer underſtands 
by them any leſſer channel whereby water is conveyed, 
and here thoſe /ecrer. pipes or paſſages under the earth, 
. whereby one ſea communicates with another, and whereby 
the circalatron of waters in the body of this globe is per- 
formed. And the p/a/mift by the ſeveral ſeas, or great 
waters as calling or conveying intelligence to one another 
by means of theſe water pipes, to. repreſent in a poetick 
manner one heavy affliction or calamity provoking or 


Joining another, Hammond interprets the paſſage as alluding 


to the deluge, wherein the abyſs above by its water-ſpovt: 
As it were called to the aby ſs below, and the colliſions and 
rollings of both together paſſed over him. Madge reckons, 
he is conſidering himſelf as at the bottom of the ocean 
bvetwhetmed dy all its waves, Sc. Ss 


4 none } 


| © ue ' . noiſe of thy water | 
for as at a certain ſignal, one ſpouts: all thy waves 


heavy calamity ſeems to lead and thy billows are 


155 
* 


| 


Back of PATA 


8. Tet the Loxp 
will command his 
loving kindneſs in 
the day - time, and 
in the night his ſong 
fall be with me, and 
my prayer unto the 
God of my life. 


9. I will ſay unto 

God my rock, why 
haſt thou forgotten 
me? why go I mourn- 
ing becauſe of the 
oppreſſion of the 
enemy. | 


force and greateſt weight, ſo 
as almoſt to overwhelm me: 
Notwithſtanding it hath- 
pleaſed the Almighty thus to 
deal with me, yet every day. 
I have received, and every 
night expreſſed my acknow- 
ledgments of his mercies, 
that my life and reaſon are 
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PSALM 
xlii. 7, 8. 


continued to enablę me to do 


either; I never am unmind- 


ful that in Gop I liye move 


and have my being: my ſong, 
my hope and prayer are ſtill 


directed to him as my pre; 
ſerver and benefactor, with 3 
ſenſe of ur and of 
gratitude for 
vours amidſt multiplied at- 
flictions and difficulries. 

As with a faithful friend 
and good father, not adver- 
ſary, in all my griefs I thus 


multiplied fa+ 


9 


tenderly expoſtulate with a 


molt gracious Gop ; thou 
art my refuge and only ſup- 
port, to whom I have con- 
ſtant recourſe and in whoſe 
power it is always to defend 
me: why in circumſtances of 
the greateſt exigency, does 
thy providence diſregard as if 
thy thoughts and care were 


not employed about, or thou 
hadſt to all purpoſes forgot- 
ten me? why is my de- 

64 plorable 


88 


Ster. 34. plorable condition like that 
of a diſconſolate mourner, 
SALM h h h — u 
xlii. 9. through the enemies uncon- 
violent perſecution? 
io As a ſword which had 


wound with the fatal weapon 
remaining jn and inflaming 
it, I feel to my very vitals 
the deadiy ſtrokes of malice 
and calumny : neither is it 
Mble for mine enemies to 
cut deeper or more afflict and 
diſtreſs me, than when they 
enquire, what better is he for 
his religion? and it is in 
every mouth, he pretended 
that Gop was his helper, but 
whence does it appear now 
he is in the greateſt neceſſity 
and miſery and yet meets 
with no fuccour ? 

i: Nevertheleſs I do again 
repeat it, and it is the burden 
of my ſong, wherefore O my 
depreſſed mind, doſt thou 
give way to anxious gloomy 
thoughts? fix thy hopes in 
heaven and virtue; and make 
"thyſelf certain, that the ſame 
Gop who by ſome means has 
5 e 


trolled oppreſſion and moſt 


transfixed my body, or a 


A PARATHRNASE on the 


10. As: with 8 
ſward in my bones, 
mine enemies re- 
proach me: While 
they ſay daily unto 
me, where #75 thy 


God? 


11. Why art thou 


caſt down, O my 
ſoul? and why art 


thoudiſquieted with- 
in me? hope thou in 
God, for I ſhall yet 
praiſe him, who ts 
the health of d my 
countenance and my 


God. 


b My countenance, at the 5 ver. is read his equntenance 
agretable to the Chald. Paraph. but different from all the 
other ancient verſtons, there fore moſt probably ſhould be 


the {ame in both places. 


Boot of PSA L M 3. | 
always. relieved, has never Sscr. 34. 


yet ſuffered thee to be quite 
overpowered; will vouchſafe 
thy perſonal preſence wher- 
ever it ſhall be, his peculiar 
protection, and crown thine 
arms with- victory, for his 
glory and the good of man- 
W 


* — 


PSALM XL. 


An. appeal to God for juſtice. The behaviour 
and character of ſome men. Complaint of delays 


of vindication. 


Prayer to be reſtored to © the 


ſolemnities of publitk worſhip. Hopes expreſſed 
that it ſhall be anſwered. Probably a ſupplement 
to, or penned upon the fame, occaſion with the 


former. 


DGE me, O 
God, and plead 


dect itful and unjuſt 
man. 


o 


LY 


dermining 
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— 


PsAaLU 


xliii. 11. 


$2 


_—_ 


11 


A PARAPHRRASE en the 


Ster. 34, dermining man, and unſul-. 
— 


pected in his hidden trains; 
and from | the idiflembling, 
concealed hypocrite ;., who, 
mean either unawares to ſur- 
prize, or under ſpecious pre- 
texts to perform the greateſt 
miſchiefs. | 
Thy perfection and pro 


89899 


vidence are the only ET 


y ſtrength and 


hopes of deliverance or ſuc- 


whereon all 


38 reſt; be pleaſed then 


ſignify ify for what reaſons as 


had ſome way . highly 


if Lag I appear removed 
: * greateſt: diſtance 55 F 


regards of theſe... 


lat — like a . | 


and clouded ſky, are my 
thoughts ..gloomy and me- 
lancholy, my 475 


ances 


diſtrefſed, and my Hite trbly 
| miſerable, throu 0 heav 
exactions or ha Taints 


the enemy hah! laid me 
nner OD - 
- T''mbſ{ humbly 7700 


— by ſome fignal d 


of thy Arie regard a 
faithfuliieſs, dot thou' andre 
that thou defigneft me favour 
and that I am under thy pro: 
tection: vbuchſafe me thy 


conduct, and open a way for 
Feen ſettlement in 


HN 2750 


is 10 (31 "2 N11 * y 
; - 


2. For thon art 
the God of my 
firength, why doſt 
thou caſt me off? 
why go I mourning 
becauſe, of the op- 


| Atypon 
my? 


3. O ſend out thy 
light and thy truth; 
let them lead me, 
let them bring me 
unto thy holy hill, 
and to thy taber- 
nacles. 


n F F £8 26> 2 r 
P 


= To WW” os 


Book of PSALMS. ' 91 
the ſacred reſt of mount Zion: Ste v.34. 
even in the bleſſed tabernacles * 
which thou haſt graciouſly: lil. 5 15 
pitched for thy worſhip here 
below. eon ) 
4. Then will Igo At that wiſhed-for period,4 
unto the altar of as having obtained the full 
God, unto God My of my defires, in order to pay 
cexceeding joy :yea, 4 | 
upon the © harp will my VOWS | will moſt devout- 
I praiſe thee, OGod, ly approach Gop's holy altar; 
my God. and there offer ſacrifices and 
the ſincereſt . thankſgivings 
unto him, as the ſole author 
of my ſafety, of my entire 
fatisfaction and exulring ac- 
, Clamations : Yea, O thou go- 
vernour of all worlds, and in 
3 | articular, my. preſerver and 
_ enefattcs, I WII firike ſkil- 
q fully the warbling lyre, moſt 
* malodiouſly to celebrate thy 


* 


. bounty and goodneſs. 

5. Why art tbon O my unſteady frail mind, 5 
yp a 3 8 * whence does it proceed that 
foul? and why art ., BI me I'D = + EA 
thou diſquieted with» thou arc thus ſalemn and 

| ö 8 Over- 


e The LXX. Syr. lat. Al and Athisp. render. God 
that maketh merry my youth, and only the Chuld. from whom 
is the joy of my exultation. % in the Arab. fignißes a 
foorid auell grown youth. And the words will bear the in- 
terpretation, that through the whole courſe of Dawid's life 
from bis youth up God had always been the; author of joy 
to him. The Engliſb margin reads, God ts gladugſi of ur 
Jay, 1. e. the great cauſe of all my rejoicing, or who hath 
= turned my ſorrow into gladneſs. 
Hleſychius obſerves that the harp was 4 mournful in- 
ftrument among the Greeks z but with the Jews it was cer- 
tainly uſed for expreſſing joy ſulneſs. 


92 A PARAPHRASE on. the 
Srer. 34. overcaſt? and wherefore the in me? hope in God, 
J multitude of thy troubledd #9 1 hall vet praiſe 

446% thoughts; like ſo many foams b ace # tbe 
ali. 5 — . health of my coun- 

ing billows, in ſuch violence tenance and my God. 
of commotion and agitation? © 4 
though affairs at preſent are 
ſtrangely perplexed and un- 
ſettled, yet patiently expect 
and [earneſtly defire kind | 
heaven's. ſovereign help: and 
ere long I ſhall acknowledge 
a recent ſignal deliverance, 
and adore: the Almighty as 
perfectly worthy of my moſt 
faithful- ſervice and abſolute 
confidence. Nat 


 PSALMXLIV. SECT. XXXV. 


Ancient memorable fatts in ſavour of the Iſraelites, 
- The Almighty the author of them, and a re- 
. ligious truſt the condition. The ſame truſt pro- 
Feſſed, nevertheleſs ſcenes changed, and the 
ea vieſt afflittions complained of. The occaſion, 
ſuppoſed by ſome, to be the diſtreſſed ſtate of 
affairs in Saul and Eli's time; others, in He- 
zekiah's from an Aſſyrian invaſion and Rab- 
ſhaketh's: blaſ; hemous meſſage. — To the chief 
muſician, for the ſons of Korah, to the tunt 
Maſchil. 5 e 


PS ALM xliv. 1. | Pear axlivn, 
SECT. 35. ROM our early child- * heard 
PSALM hood upwards, O Eter- with ourears, 


— 6 oy O God, our fathers 
alv. 1. nal and Almighty Gop, we have told us what 


_ 


"IP * 


ba... Swe 


£ 3% - > 3 Es 


work thou didſt in 
their days, in the 
time of ald. 


2. How thou didit 
drive out the heath- 
en with thy hand, 
and plantecſt them; 
e how thou didſt af- 
flit the people, and 
caſt them out. 


3. For they got 
not the land in poſ- 
ſeſſion by their on 
ſword, neither did 
their own arm ſave 
them: but thy right 
hand, and thine arm, 

and 


Bock of PSALMS. 
have very frequently heard, Szcr. 35; 


indeed our parents and in- 


ſtructors have made it their lir. 1. 


buſineſs to relate to us, the 
hiſtory of thy mighty deeds, 
which had fallen within their 
own age and memory: and 
to trace back accounts of 
them through diſtant periods 
to the remoteſt antiquity. 
Particularly, by what dif 2 
ferent ſteps and regular ſeries 
of events in thine amazing 
providence, thy ſole Wiſdom 
and Omnipotence diſpoſſeſſed 
the ſeven heathen nations, 
the former inhabitants; as a 
tranſplanted vine to ſettle our 


anceſtors in this pleaſant fer- 


tile country: previous to 
this, what calamities and vari- 
ous complicated. miſeries thou 
didſt inflict upon their har- 


dened cruel oppreſſors, to 


procute their releaſe from a 


moſt tedious heavy bondage. 
For it is very evident, * 3 
ſtript not others of their 
perty, nor obtained the per- 
petual inheritance of this i in- 


valuable land, by their own 


military {ſkill and activity; 
; bur 


| * Hammond renders, thou haft afficted the nations the 
Agyptians, and thou haſt ſent them out the Iſraelites by "7 
land; manumitted, ſet them at Eren, | 


Ti ww 4% +7 


a 


94 . A Paxarnnast o the 


Seer. 3 5. but as the ordinary means of and the * light of 


CTA-— human ſucceſs are warlike thy countenance, be- 
cauſe thou hadit a 


PALM 
favour unto them. 


Wir. 3. inſtruments, and a ſtrong 


hand to wield them; a ſinewy 
ſhoulder, a fixed attention 
and conflant preſence, ſo were 
they principally indebted to 
their grand dependance: to 
thy power effectually exerted, 
and actual animating pre- 
* ſence; - becauſe thou waſt 
kindly affected to, hadſt a 
peculiar favour and regard 
for them to be the repoſitaries 
of religious truth amidſt ſur- 
rounding idolaters. | 
4 It was their prevailing ſen- 4. Thou art my 
timent and common ſtyle; king, 2 com- 
and the ſame manner of ex- ng Bea eras 
preſſing outſelves reſpecting : 
ournational privileges, hasde- 
ſcended through all ſucceſſive 
generations to us of the pre- 
fent day, viz. thou art our 
law-giver and governour; in 
all emergencies, eternal Gop, 
ve 'confult and requeſt of x 
thee alone to direct to mea- 
ſures and ſucceed them, for 
the deliverance of the poſte- 
rity of thy ancient faithful 
ſervant Jacob. 
30 By 


3 Tight of thy comntenance, literally, Geht of thy facet, 


Yome interpret the majellick preſence of God, whe light 
ſhining cloud or ſhekinal. = 


5. Through thee 
will we puſh down 
our enemies; thro? 
thy name will we 
tread them under 


that riſe up againſt 
„ | | 
6. For I will not 
4 s truſt in my bow, 
N neither ſhall my 
m- 


3 ſword fave me. 


Book of PSA. 
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means of following SECT. 35 


thine inſtructions and relying 


upon thy providerice, we as 


well as our forefathers have 
always hoped, that like a 


Psalxu 
xlix. 5. 


bullock of ſupetior ſtrength 


his rival among the herds, we 


ſhould be able whenever we 
were attacked to repulfe our 
enemies : that by the vigour 
thy expected efficacious in- 
fluence inſpires, as proſtrated 
before us we ſhonld trample 
upon, ſubdue or deftroy them 
that rife up in arms againſt us. 


freely acknowledge that 6 


I do not, as by the ſtrongeſt 
bow, reckon myſelf fecure 
on account of my extraordi- 
nary power and large military 
preparations: neither do [ 
ect, as with a flamm 
ſword which drains the blood, 
hews down, and cuts'a way 
et Eons through 


8 This may refer to David's diſpute with and victory 
over the heavy armed giatt Goliab, and be illuffrated by a 
ſimilar event recorded by Szrabo, viz. P3rachmes the Em- 
lian and Dogmenes the Epeizn, who when: the two armies 
were upon the point of engaging, agreed,'as has: frequently 
happened in later ages among our anceſtors, to decide the 
affair by ſingle combat. Wi 
armed and carrying only his bow, and Pyr&thnier her 
err vat Anpds Ales with bis ſling (rip or ſatthel 
of flones. The iſfue was that the fling cartying the ſteng 
farther than the bow its arrow, Pyrechmes flew his adver- 
fary and gained the victory. 
L. VIII. p. 548. 


en Dogmenes being lightly 


Strab. Geogr, Edit. Anftelid, 
22 7 * 4 


s a 74 
4 — T_T” x «+4 * ew + a 


Sxer. 35. through the enemy, to be 
Ren reſcued from danger by an 


— extreme vigour and full pre- 


ſence of mind in the ſcene of 
action, on the field of battle. 
Our univerſal ſenſe of de- 
liverance from enemies, dan- 
gers and troubles, violence 
and rapine, is that thou art 
the author of it; and by thy 
kind. ſuccours haſt totally 
diſappointed the: hopes, and 


thole who were inclined to 
ſhew us no favour or mercy. 
$8 There was no day of our 
lives, nor any time of the 
day from evening to morn- 
ing, when in our happy cir- 
cumſtances we did not with 
united joyful hearts celebrate 


derful works as moſt illu- 
ſtrious and . and ſet 
up memorials, or make grate- 


ments of thy power and good- 
neſs; that we prayed might 


ages and generations, even 
perpetuated through the re- 
volving periods of a bound- 
leſs eternity. 

| g But changed ſcenes, and 
= the diſmal aſpect of our pre- 
| | : ſent 


U -% 
l » 


confounded the deſigns of 


thy divine attributes and won- 


ful and publick acknowledg- 


be continued throughout all 


96 A PARAPHRASE' of he 


ut thou haſt 
* us from our 
enemies, and haſt 
put them to ſhame 
that hated us. 


8 In God we 
boaſt all the day 
long: and + praiſe 
thy name for ever, 
Sclah. 


9. Put thou haſt 

. cat of, and put us 
to ſhame and goeſt 
Fe ; not 


2 The Syriac renders, uve have proijed, Df * ail . 


aſt 
ur 
aſt 
ne 
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not forth with our ſent diſtreſſed affairs fill us Szer. 35. 


aumies. with terrible apprehenſions: 
indeed facts declare that as [ 
offenſiye and highly diſguſt- 
ful to thee, thou haſt rejected 
us: haſt reduced us to a ſtate 
of the loweſt contempt® and 
diſgrace: our faces if we 
could ſhew them are full of 
ſhame and confuſion: thou 

| goeſt not forth as formerly 

5 like a riſing ſun, or victorious 
general to guide our marches, 
and lead on our troops to 

. conqueſt and triumph. 
10. Thou maket Through the alas! fatal 10 

— 42 Le want of thy gracious preſence 

and they which hate With the magnanimity and 

us ſpoil for them àrdour it gave us, we are re- 

ſelves, pulſed in battle: are worſted 3 
even entirely defeated, and 
forced to ſurrender ourſelves, 
or make precipitate retreats 
from the victorious enemy: 
the conſequence is, they who 
have not the leaſt regard for 
us plunder and rifle our ſub- 
ſtance at pleaſure with im- 
dab fon! 3 

10, Noun 2 Thou who once was our 11 

E he mae good ſhepherd, leading nn mn 


and green paſtures beſide the (till 


i Retroagis nos retrorſum, thou make/! us to go backward 
backward: an uſual form of expreſſion to ſtrengthen "the 
lentiment, i e. we go entirely back ward. 


Vo, III. - B - -} +. 6: 


98 
SecT. 36. 


PSALUM 


xliv. 11. 


A PAR APHRASR en the 


waters, now haſt appointed or 


at leaſt permitted that we are 
treated like ſheep fold for 


common ſlaughter: andasduſt 
that is ſcattered, or chaff blown 


away with a tempeſt, by our 


captivity haſt diſperſed us 


among foreign people and 
heathen nations. 


12 As if thou had'ſt utterly 


renounced all claim to, or 
future dominjon over thy not 
long ſince peculiar. people; 
they lie naked and expoſed 
to become the cheapeſt con- 


queſt to every power that 


will only attack them: as 
articles in merchandizing, of 
ſo little value that the trouble 
of bearing them off is reckon- 
ed a full equivalent, whoever 
pleaſes. may make ſlaves of 


dus: there is no rate ſet upon 


13 


ſuch abjects, no advantage 
obtained by our moſt eaſy 
ſurrenders, nor any purpoſe 
anſwered by our. greateſt 
indes. e 250 
It is not only all weight 


and influence that we are en- 


tirely diveſted. of, but we are 
| | become 


* Their being thus conquered by any foreign power that 
would attack them, ſeems repreſented by an image taken 
from merchandiſe, in which no price was ſet upon matters 
of no uſe or worth, but every one that would have, freely 


carried them away. 


and haſt ſcattered os 
among the heathen, BY 


12. Thou ſellet 
thy people for * 


nought, and doſt not 
increaſe thy wwea/th 
by their price. 


13. Thou makeſt 
us a reproach to out 


pra page's a ſcorn i 


a deriſion to 
| them 
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them that are round hecome obnoxious to the ut- Sicr. 35. 


about us. moſt indignity, and abſolute _ -_ , 
contempt of the neigh- v. 4 


bouring natiens: actually 
proverbial for our reduced 


mean condition, and the com- 
mon ſcorn and ridicule of all 
| around us. | 
ne 8 14 Thou makeſt Whenthe provoking heath- 14 
r usa by. word among en repreſent compleat wretch- 
& not be besthen; a na- edneſs, poor forlorn Jetus 
1 ing of the head a- » Þ 


mong the people. 


15. My confuſion 
is continually be- 
fore me, and the 
ſhame of my face 
hath covered me. 


ſupply the fable, ſimilitude or 
compariſon by which they 
exprels it: and whenever the 
name is mentioned, foreigners, 
who are all perfectly ac. 
quainted with our ſtory, ſhake 
their heads by way of indig- 
nity, utter diſdain and abs 
horrence. | 

As if I was a peſt of fo-'5 
ciety, notorious robber, of 
had committed ſome capital 
crime; every fetutning day 
renews my diſhonour and 
abaſhed down- caſt looks: the 
confuſion of an exhauſted 
patience, or the calamity of 


— hopes whieh ſhall never be 

2 ſcorn if anſwered; quite ovetwhelrtis 

on 0 me. 

them 16. For the voice Particularly, my appear- 16 
5 ee _ Mar, ance and complexion bears 

2 — by reafon the ſtrongeſt marks of an ex- 

matters of the enemy and treme inward diſorder, on 

, freely Bi Wenger. account of the horrid re- 
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AN 


' Ps$ALM 


xliv. 16. 


17 


A. PARAPHRASE on the 
Sxcr. 35. proaches a and moſt impious 


menaces of the lordly man 
here, who treats us with ſo- 
vereign contempt and defi- 
ance: thro? his inſults, who acts 
by no other meaſures but 
thoſe of his own reſentments 
pride and paſſions; and who 
would not make the leaſt 
ſcruple in cool blood to take 
away our lives. 

All theſe evils and miſeries, 
accumulated and grievous as 
they are, have befallen us by 
the allotment or permiſſion 
of thy providence; yet under 
the heavieſt preſſures of ad- 


verſity, and in the greateſt 


hurry and confuſion of our 
tumultuous paſſions, we have 


not as if we were diſſatisfied 


with or weary of thy ſervice, 
diſcontinued or neglected 
thine homage : neither have 
we in any reſpect acted un- 
ſuitably to the bleſſings and 
privileges vouchſafed us in 
Re covenant. - 
It cannot be charged up- 
” on us, that we have deligned- 
ly and voluntarily engaged in 
| | courſes 


t7. All this i 
come upon us; yet 
have we not forgot- 
ten thee, neither 
have we dealt falſely 
in thy covenant, 


18. Our heart is 
not turned ! back, 
neither have our 
ſteps declined from 
thy way. 


i Non receſſit retrorſum, bath not receded backward, a man- 
ner of expreſſion as has before been obſerved, very fre- 
quently uſed to ſtrengthen the ſentiment, here to denote 


the . i. e. they had gone forward. 
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courſes which contradict vir- Secr. 35. 
tue and true religion: neither 8 
has our habitual prevailing LS 
practice ſtretched out beyond | 
the way of duty, or turned: 

aſide. from thy laws of holi- 

| neſs after iniquity or idolatry. 

19." Though thou The ſame as if all our limbs 1g 


haſt ſore broken us and bones were broken and 
in the place of dra- 


Pons, and covered us ſhattered, it is viſible to all 
wich the ſhadow of the world that we are in the 
death, greateſt diſtreſs; diſperſed . 


_— into deſolate barren parts; or 
; yet | ue 

got. threatened to be carried away 
either | 


captives to ĩinhoſpitable dreary 
deſerts: our condition 3s truly 
unhappy forlorn and com- 
miſerable, next to the ſhadow 
of death itſelf or utter de- 
ä 
20. If we have Yet under theſe extraordi- 20 
— = dare nary chaſtiſements, and be- 
fretched oot our TEaved of all light and com- 
bands to a ſtrange fort; if we have not on all 
god. | occaſions diſtinguiſhed our- 
ſelves as the faithful worſhip- 
pers of the ever-living and 
true Gop; or once have ſup- 
f plicated or adored the idols 
art 13 
back, H 3 and 


our m Some render, Though thou ſhould ft firike us down to the 


al lely 
at, 


from place of . dragons, or even to hell; yet ſtill thy eye would 
follow us. Mudge underſtands by place of dragons or ſer- 
pents, under the earth, expreiled afterwards by the ſhadow 
of death and explained at ver. 25. The image and meanin 

mans ſeem to be that they were to the utmoſt degree humbled 

y fre- and diſtreſſed, ſo as to ſculk into holes, or creep along like 


enote BY ſerpents that lick the duſt rather than appear and walk 
erect as men, 


Sror. 35. and demons which ftrangers 
* and foreigners pay divine 

xliv. 20. 8 to z a . 
21. Can we conceal this denyal 


of his being or inſult to his 


ſupremacy, that he ſhould 


b not diſcover and publiſh it in 
| | full proportion? it is certain 


152 A PARAPHRASE on the 


21. Shall not God | 
ſearch this out ? for 
he knoweth the ſe. * 
crets of the heart. 


we cannot, for he is perfealy 


acquainted with the inmoſt 
receſſes and profoundeſt ſe- 
crets of the heart and mind. 
WM 22 lt is not for our rebellion 
ff and apoſtacy, nor yet for our 


any kind; but it is verily for 
our profeſſion of true religion 
and ſteady adherence: to its 
laws, that we are-perpetually 
expoſed to rapine and vio- 
lence murders and maſſacres: 


| it is purely on this account 


that our enemies and per- 
ſecutors conſider us in no 


tined for ſlaughter. 
23 Allow us to be affected 
Wi with theſe calamitous ſhock - 
= ing ſcengs; and with all hu- 
_ mility to excite thy affections 
- to be moved, and thy bound- 
Mi leſs power to be exerted in 
immediate vigorous action: 
thou art not, eternal Gop, a 
dumb and deaf idol, and why 


Juit- 


Prevarications and vices of 


other view than as ſheep deſ- 


doft thou not then rouſe thy 


22. Vea, for thy 
ſake are we killed 
all the day long; we 
are counted as ſheep 
for the ſlaughter. 


23. Awake, why 
ſleepeſt thou, 0 
Loxd ? ariſe, caſt 2 
not off for ęver. 
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juſt vengeance from its ſeem- Szer. 33. 
ing inſenſibility and profound. So 


eſt ſlumbers? our grievances = 2 


God and miſeries never ſleep, do 
? for | thou ſpeedily. awake to re- 
5 dreſs them, and do not appear 
; to have totally and eternally 
renounced and abandoned us. 


24. Wherefore On what account haſt thou 24 
bideſt thou thy face? ſuſpended, or doſt thou with- 


and forgetteſt our af. 
Rittion and our op- draw thy effectual regard and 


| preſſion? * the uſual influences of thy 
r thy | kind providence, as if thou 
illed ſaweſt us not ſo involved that 
how we cannot extricate ourſelves ? 


And wherefore utterly ne- 
glecteſt, as though thou did(t 
not remember the pathetick 
ſtate of our heavy afflictions 
and ſqueezing violent oppreſ- 
ſions, which from time to 
time we have preſumed to 
5 lay before thee. TE 
25. For our foul A ſituation of affairs fo to - 25 
bd ov jo tally embarraſſed and almoſt 
_—_ | ate, naturally un- 
_ 8 —— and deſfirits 
us, as if we lay inconſolable 
mourners in the loweſt duſt 
and aſhes: every generous 
thought and manly affection 
—_—— grovels; and can- 
not poſſibly riſe or exert it- 
ſelf: any more than if our 
bellies ftuck faſt to the earth, 
or our bodies were pinned - 
down to the ground. 
„5 © Soma nos | 


Cr. 


104 A PartaPHRASE on the 
SECT. 35. -- Such perfect vaſſalage and 26. Ariſe for our 


miſery ſurely muſt excite thy help, and redeem us 


PS LM thy mercies ſake, 


liv. 26, Mercy; ſhew ſpeedily and ber 
feffectually that they do: and 
for reaſons of the honour of 
thy providence and ever- 
laſting benevolence, ſome way 
be pleaſed to work out our 
deliverance. 


PS ALMXLV. S ECT. XXXVI. 
The king the lofty theme. The excellence of his 
perſon. The nobleſt royal qualities, the ſupport 
f liberty truth and virtue. Theſe the founda- 
lion of eſtabliſhed power and growing ſplendour. 
The robes of ſtate. The cour ladies; or ſeraglio. 
The queen's adreſs and retinue. A long ſucceſſion 
of princes, loyalty of ſubjects, and laſting 
memorials promiſed to the royal pair, Some 
ſuppoſe the penmen to be the ſons of Korah, in 
the time of Moles; ſome in that of David; 
others underſtand the compoſition as originally an 
epithalamium or nuptial ſong for Solomon and 
the princeſs royal of Egypt: but referable to 
one much greater than them all, even to the 
Prince of peace. Directed to the chief muſician, 
to be performed on an inſtrument of fix ſtrings ; 
or regulated in the ſame manner the odes ſtiled 
the lilies were; for the ſons of Korah to the 
tune Maſchil, a ſong or pſalm entitled the be- 
loved maids, or the ſong of loves, 


PsALM xlv. ts, PSALM xlv. 1. 
Ster. 36. Y matureſt thoughts * Kee 
"na * and higheſt faculties good matter: | ſpeak 
xlv. 1. | | are of 


n Inditing, Hammond interprets. to be a metaphor taken 
from bailin g or ſeethin 8 the peace-offering, or ſacrifice of 


thankſ- 
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] have made touch- embeliſh properly a ſong on 
2 * * theme: my production, 1 
own, is touching circum- 
ſtances which relate to the 
royal perſonage: like the ſtyle 
of a learned ſcribe, or the en- 
graver of a ſkilful artiſt, my 
| language is eaſy and flowing. 
2 Thou art fairer Tour perſonal accompliſh- 2 
than nr ” ments, comelineſs and exact 
a—_ Hout? ſymmetry of bodily r- 
dete Ge den tion, and peculiar dignity of 
bleſled thee for ever. mein and carriage, clearly 
ſhew your right to a ſcepter 
in preference to all mankind 
belides: whatever you ſay 
has ſomething of an uncom- 
mon grace in it, which con- 
Ciliates univerſal favour; and 
is plainly expreſſive. of the 
richeſt ſpiritual gifts, or the 
nobleſt intellectual and moral 
endowments : wherefore- the 
all- perfect and moſt bounti- 
ful Gop, hath confirmed to 
ou permanent and endleſs 
proſperity and happineſs. 


3-*Gird thy ſword Equip yourſelt, ene Sir, 3 
[ 


upon /) thigh, O 1 2 
moſt mighty : with with al nar tlal In truments 
1 for 


thankſgiving, dreſt with oil over the fre; and properly to 
denote the compoſing or preparing of this ſpiritual oblation 
or nuptial hymn. | "EE | | 
Our Briti/h bard ſeems to have animated his deſcription 
of the commiſſion given to the Mzss1an from this ſublime 
paſſage, | G0 


of the things which are engaged to prepare, and Szcr. 36. 


ing the king: my 2 moſt delightful charming ,j, 
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RAI 
Aly. 5. 


4 


A PARAATHR ASI en the 
Sect. 35. for the moſt heroick and illuſ- 


trious enterprizes; ſhine forth 
m arms with all the peculiar 


thy glory and thy 
maelty. | 


enſignsof your native dignity . 


and exalted and unrivalled 


And a mounted on a 


_ thundering triumphant car, 


vanquiſn all oppoſition, and 
excerciſe a ſovereign authority, 


by rational expedjents, to 


: in the. world a Ki 


promote the moſt important 
intereſt of integrity and moral 
religion; of virtue, modera- 
tion, peaceableneſs and chari- 
tableneſs among mankind : 
and doubt not, he who hath 
given you this commiſſion 
will be;preſent at your right 
hand, to inſtruct you fully in 
its nature and circumſtances ; 
and enable you to perform 
wonders, towards eſtabliſhing 
ngdom of 


4 


The 


rightcouſneſs, | 


4. And in thy ? 
wajeſty ride proſ- 
perouſly, becauſe of 
truth and meekneſs, 
and righteouſneſs: 
and thy right hand 
ſhall teach thee ter- 
rible things. 


Go then thou mightieſt in thy father's might! 
Aſcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That ſhake Heaven's baſis ; bring forth all my war, 
My bow my thunder, my Almighty arms, 

Gird on thy ſword on thy puiſſant thigh, 


* Hammond, interprets, we wiſh your majeſty long con- 
tinuance upon the buſineſs of truth; your engaging in the 


bleſing upon us. 


ha 


cauſe of righteouſneſs meckneſs, &c, ſhal]l bring God's 


. 


1 „„ 


Book of Ps ALMS. 
The weapons which in this Ser. 35. 

warfare you are prudently PSATLIM 

and vigorouſly: to make uſe Av. 35. 


x. 4 Thine arrows 
r ſharp in the 
bearts of the king's 
enemies; wherety:the 
people fall under 
thee. 


6. Thy throne, 
O God, 7zs for ever 
and ever: the ſcepter 
of thy kingdom zs a 
right ſcepter. 


7. Thou loveſt 
righteguſnefs, and 
hateſt wickedneſs: 
therefore God, thy 


of, ſhalt not return empty : 
but as feathered ſhafts that 
penetrate to the very heart 
of an army, or ſhowers of 
winged javelins that fill the 


midſt of a camp with lain. 


and wounded; fo effectual 
thall your endeavours prove 
to ſubdue people's minds to 
the obedience of Gos laws 
of everlaſting virtue. 


O nobleſt repreſentative on 6 


earth of the moſt high Go 
in heaven, your throne being 
founded in judgment and 
upheld with mercy, hall not 
be fluctuating and unſtable 
Itke moſt meerly ſecular au- 
thorities, but ſhall be conſtant 
ſtedfaſt and perpetnal : the 
enſign ſcepter or rod of a+ 
veretgnty ſhalt never depart 
from you, being exerciſed in 
performing impartial juſtice 
pointing at what is equal and 
rectifying what is otherwiſe. 


Tou have greatly at heart, 7 


as the end of your elevation 


. 


and the nobleſt mark of a ge- 


Nerous 


2 Hammond renders, thine arrows are hang; prople Gall 
Sail under thee, in the mid/!'of the king's enemies, i. e. being 
reached by chine arrows in the mi oi rhine-enemies's 
arinies, | 


* 


105 


105 


A Par APHRASE en the 


Sxer- 35. nerous ambition, to protect God hath anointed 


PzaL 
xlr. 7. 


tegrity and benevolence of f. 


in- thee with the oil of 
and encourage the truth, in „ 


a llows. 
religion; and to diſcoun- 45 


tenance and bring publick 


diſgrace upon all moral evil 


fraud and violence, all inor- 
dinate affections and diſor- 
derly wicked practices: where- 
fore, as the maſter of a feaſt 
upon thoſe joyous occaſions, 
pours the largeſt quantity of 
flowing oil or fragrant oint- 
ment on the head of his par- 
ticular friend, or the moſt 
honourable perſon ; ſo hath a 
Gop of truth and righteoul- - 
neſs, for your high regard 
to . theſe, eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed you even amongſt 
crowned heads and the great- 
eſt LoR Ds of this world. 


8 As if all your garments 8. All thy garments 


were actually myrrh, aloes _ wy 2 and 
and caſſia, they ſend forth e „ £39143 onn 
| OR 


of the 5 ivory pa- 
the laces, 


r Myrrb, a precious gum flowing from a ſhrub in Arabia, 
ſometimes worn in the boſom tied up in a little bag to ex- 


- bilerate the ſpirits. Lign. altes, or Agallochum, an Indian 


aromatic tree. Caſſa /ignea, an aromatick bark ſtript from 
2 tree which grows among thoſe that bear cinnamon, and 
is very like them. Celſ. Hierobot. Par. I, p. 135. Raii. Hiſt. 
Plant. Tom. II. p. 1808. Plin. Nat. Hiſt. L. $11. C. 29. 


* Dav. Kimchi, interprets this of ward-robes ſhining 
with ivory, where the robes were kept ; literally it is palaces 
of tooth, meaning according to the Chald. the elephant's 
tooth brought from Armenia, rather Africa; with which 

tdtdeir 


P _- JF He. 


Jaces, whereby they 


have -made thee 


glad. 


9. Kings daugh- 
ters were among thy 
henourable women: 
upon thy right hand 
did ſtand the queen 
in gold of Ophir. 


10 Hearken, O 
daughter, and con- 
ſider, and incline 
thine ear: forget alſo 
thine own people, 
and thy father's 
houſe. 
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the reviving odour of thoſe SecT. 36. 
rich perfumes: You proceed = 


from the wardrobes, lined F Irn 


xlv. 8. 


with ivory, or the magnificent 


pleaſure-rooms, molt royally 

arrayed, your aſpect is ex- 

preflive of an entire ſatisfae- 

tion; every look ſhews the 

molt lively ſpirits.and higheſt 

pleaſure. 

As thinking it no diminu- 9? 
tion to their royal dignity, 

foreign princeſſes were pre- 

ſent at the ſolemnity; and 

joined the brilliant court or 

ſhining retinue of your ho- 

nourable women, or ladies 

of the firſt diſtinction: on 

your right hand as next to 
yourſelf in majeſty, ſtood the 

queen- conſort array ed in gar- 

ments embroidered with the 

fineſt wrought gold. 

Suffer me to addreſs you, 10 
illuſtrious perſonage, and ex- 
preſs my ſincereſt wiſhes, that 
you may adorn your exalted 
ſtation with all elegancy of 
ſentiment, and the moſt- re- 
fined qualities; the inſtruc - 
tions of religion, and the 

b OPER TE 


their choice rooms were beadtifed. of which Selamon s 

throne is reported to be made, and Abab to have built an 

houſe. Their garmevts from theſe rooms gave ſo high a 

pony to the adjoining ones as if they had been all 
orous. 3 | 


LO 
SacT. 36. 


Prat 


xlv. 10. 


— 


A PARAPARASE 
moſt. ſhining virtues : parti- 
cularly, that to be happy in 
this new relation and a laſting 
bleſſing to your preſent peo- 
ple, you depart from, as if 
you had forgotten, the cuſ- 
toms and manners of your 
native country and father's 
court. 9 65 
This conduct naturally 
eſtabliſhes you in our excel- 
lent monarch's entire eſteem 
and affection: truly engaging 
and moſt attractive muſt your 
perſonal beauty appear, with 
the ſuperadded charms of 


extraordinary prudence; and 


— 


the moſt inviting and un- 


changing graces of heaven- 
born wiſdom: and as his con- 
Jugal regard, hereby ſecured, 
ought to bound your utmoſt 
ambition; improve it to his 
honour and ſtrive to render 
him as reſpectable and vene- 
rable as poſſible: for your 
intereſt and dignity are mu- 
tual and inſeparable, and he is 
your ſupport and protector 

= | 


ROT... 
12 The conſequence of your 


growing character opulency 
and independence, will be 
congratulatory embaſſies and 


the richeſt preſents from Tyre, 


and other populous and flou- 
. | . 22 riſning 


— 


on the 


11. So ſhall the 
king greatly deſire 
thy beauty: for he 
is thy lord and 
worſhip thou him. 


0 I A 


12. And the daugh- 
ter of Tyre all be 
there with a gift, 
even the rich among 
the people ſhall in- 
treat thy favour. 


- © @& OO 
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riſhing cities: the moſt con- Ster. 36. 


fiderable neighbouring - — 
tates ſhall court your Fie d- * | 


ſhip and enter into alliances 
with own. 


13- The kings _ Several in this grand pro- 13 


—_—_— — ceſſton may juſtly be cele- 


cloathing & of + brated for-particulars in the 
wrought gold. ſplendour of their appear- 
| ance; but the royal. conſort, 


which way ſoever ſhe turns, 


or in whatever point of view 
ſhe is beheld, is perfectly de- 
corated and one continued 
glitter and glory: her outward 
garment is gold wrought in 
ſuk to form the brighteſt 
gems, or reſemble the m 

ſparkling eyes. 


14. She ſhall be With the utmoſt pomp 14 
brought unto the and ſolemnity muſick and. 


king in raiments of a , 
needle-work: the danci in raiment which 


virgins her com- the needle hath curiouſly in- 
panions that follow wrought with the richeſt 
her ſhall be brought variety of figures and colours, 
mw ſhe. ſhall be introduced to the 

king: her bridal attendants, 


The original is rendered, to embroider cloth all ver 
with uniform figures reſembling the couches in which the 
two onyx ſtones were fixed; upon; the two ſhoulder-pieces 
of the high prieſt's ephod. Exod. xxviii 11. 39. Hammond 
obſerves the difference between Y2V here and p to be 
that the former fignifies/ to work a garment fall of eyes 
called ois of gold: the latter to paint with a needle, i e. 
to wor upon cloth &c. divers colours and figures with filk; 
inũtating the various. plumes of birds, from whence the ar- 
tificers were called plumarii. Nic. Fuller. Miſcell. L. I. C. 20. 


x12 A PARATRRASE on the 
Ster. 36. young ladies of diſtinction | 
Wa ſhall bring up the rear and 
- mae be admitted into your pre- 
ſience- chamber. | 
15 With loud acclamations 


and all imaginable demon- 
ſtrations of joy ſhall they be 
introduced in one grand 
aſſembly to the royal pre- 
ſence: as cuſtomary for the 
richeſt bridegrooms in their 
ſplendid apartments, they 
ſhall be entertained ſuitably 
to a princely magnificence in 
the king's palace. 

Farther, with heaven's 


| bleſſing upon this matrimo- 


nial alliance, a progeny of 
crowned heads ſhall ariſe to 
ſucceed their reſpective fa- 
thers, and give princes and 
governours not only to Judah 
and Jſrael, but to different 
kingdoms and provinces z 


even to the moſt diſtant do- 
of this habitable | 


minions 
World. . IRTER 
Through all future periods 
of revolving time, ſo long as 
this nuptial ode or ſong ſhall 
be remembered, as a faithful 


memorial 


15. With u glad- 
neſs and rejoieing 
Fall they be brought: 
they ſhall enter into 


the kings palace. 


* 

16. Inſtead of thy 
fathers ſnall be thy 
children, hom thou 
mayeſt make princes 
in all the earth. 


17. I will make 
thy name to be re- 
membered in all ge- 
nerations: therefore 
thall the people 
0 e praiſe 


u An alluſion probably to a cuſtom yet obſerved amorg 
he orientals after the nuptial ceremonies, of conducting 
the bride to the bridegroom with much pomp and muß ck. 
Vid. Gelius Lex. Arab. col. 1 100. and 7hepen. ve. P. IV. 


J. 
18 
t: 
to 


ike 


re- 
ge· 
ore 
ple 
alle 


org 
ing 
ck. 
IV, 
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praiſe thee for ever memorial it ſhall tranſmit Szcr. 36. 
and ever. your worth and dignity; and * 

wherever it is read or heard, Jr. 17. 

to the end of the world the © 

people congratulate or cele- 

brate your conſummate fe 

licity and glory. 8 


PSALM XLVI. SECT. XXXVIL | 


Religion the ſtable ground of courage and inflexible 
reſolution. Omnipotence ſupports the virtuous, 
and eaſily checks the utmoſt fury of the ungodly. 

An inſtance hereof celebrated; all people adviſed 

to acknowledge the divine abſolute authority; 
and obſerve how ſecure the Iſraelites were 
under a divine protection. Compoſed, as ſome 

preſume, by David to celebrate the victories re- 
corded, 2 Sam. viii. others, the defeat of Se- 
nacherib: and directed to the chief muſician, to 
be ſung by the ſons of Kotah to the tune Ala- 
ary, wet Samaras 44d 5 | 


Psaim xlvi 1. PS Al. M XlIv1. 1. 5 

5 fs 8 THE mighty Gop, whoſe Srer. 373 
refuge an | i : | 
3 dominion is univerſal — 


ſent help in trouble. and his attributes infinite, xlvi. 1. 
we have frequently expe- 
rienced to be the ſtable object 

Olf our entire dependance for 
* ſafety; for the happy effect 
of intrepid courage, and for 

a a2ngn abundantly ſufficient and 

8 remarkably ready aſſiſtance 
in the moſt critical conjune- 

trures of diſtreſs or danger. 

Vol. III. 1 80 


A. Pax Arn ASR on the 


So that we will not give 


— way to timidity and daſtardly 


faint- heartedneſs, on account 
uf any future events or the 
moſt alarming crcumſtances: 
nat, Mould nature's conſtant 
courſe be reverſed and the 
folid earth ſubverted : not 
ſhould changes and revo- 
lutions happen. like mighty 
Hills being torn from their 
baſes, and tumbled into the 
deepeſt part of the unfathom- 
mn ocean. 

Though diſcord clamaur 
— contuſion, like the vio- 
lent agitation and hideous 


roaring of ſtormy ſeas reign 
among mankind: tho 


ugh the 
billows ſwell, laſh, and ſo 


dreadfully overflow as to 


throw mountains into con- 
vulſions, or daſh towering 
hills againſt.cach,other-1 in the 
moſt terrible concuſſions. 
Amidſt the greateſt and 
moſt threat ning commotions 


and diſorders, we of this 


happy cauntry under the di- 
vine protection enjoy perfect 


ſafe and tran Py: like 
Akety rand ” 


* 


2. Therefore will 


not we fear, though | 


the earth be re. 


moved, and though 


the — be 
carried into the midſt 


of the ſea. - 


3. Though the 


Waters thereof roar 


and be troubled, 


thaugh the moun- 


tains ſhake with 
the ſwelling thereof. 


- Selah. 


4. There is a” 
river, the ſtreams 
whereof ſhall make 
glad the city of God: 
the holy place of rhe 
tabernacles of the 
moſt high. 


* It has been e whether the river mentioned here 
Agnify Euaphrates, the Mile, Fordax, Cedron, or Gihon, pro- 
. ceeding from the pool ef Silaam. Is not the whole paſſage 
figuratire? and are not rivers frequently put to denote per- 
| ſons? Don't it here denote their ſtrength as //rac/ites and 

Kod's people? Jai. viii. 6. 


SS %8 ww my 
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the conſtant ſtreams of our Ster. 37. 
never failing braok, hence 


all the inhabitants of this 3 \2 


populous city of Feru alem, 
- and the ſacred tabernacle, are 
3 conſtantly refreſhed and a- 
| bundantly ſupplied: and the? 
they glide — and ſmooth- 
Iy, which we nevertheleſs 
value and prefer before the 
proudeſt ſwellings and tor- 
rents of larger overflowing 
rivers: in the like font of 
view do we place, and admire 
above all the objects of a 


the 
roar 


led, towering ambition, our moſt 

_ delightful ſituation; with 

with Zion for our defence, and the 

eo Gop of Zion for our perpetual 
rdian. 


5. God is in tre This laft is equally ours 
= a =_ Sar glory and ſecurity; and as 
all not DE m p 

| > God ſhall help her, the tabernacle once refted in 
and that right eaily. the midſt of the 5. aehitifh 


camp, ſo do we eſteem the 


2 Almighty to be ever near his 
make beloved city, to protect and 
God: ſuccour it that it hall always 
f rhe remain firm and ſtable, ſettled 
0 and peaceful: and in 'caſe of 
any afflictions and calamities, 
12 divine 
here 
pro- * Hammond renders, God. Hall help ber 55 bis counter enance, 


{age or by /ooking upon her at the morning's appearance. * Kimchi, 

e per- at the approach of the morning of „ after the night 

„ and Wi V 2ffi#ion. Gurtler, through the whole night of this world, 
till the light of eternal life ſhine. 


116 A ParRaPHRASE on the 


Sect. n divine aſſiſtance ſhall be ſo 
ae %—Y> ſeaſonable ſpeedy and effec- 
Ari. 5. tua), that they ſhall ſeem as if 
they happened only in the 

night, and all had diſappear- | 

ed by the return of the next L 

dawn of morning. * 

6 We are not deſtitute. of 6., The heathen fin 


raged, the kingdom; 
facts and a var iety of extra- were moved: he ut- 


ordinary inſtances that con- tered his voice, the 

firm this obſervation: heathen earth melted. 
wers have been full. of 

Jealouſy ambition and in- 


dignation; war has been de- 


clared, and the greateſt com- thi 
motion or formidable pre- he 
paration appeared, to unſettle | an 
and hurry us to inſtant ſlaugh- — 
ter or the moſt cruel ſlavery: br 


the Lox o of earth and heav- 

en only thundered, or expreſ- 
ſed his diſpleaſure; and as if 
the ſolid earth had quaked or 
diſſolved, they were thrown ' 
into the utmoſt diſorder. and 
confuſion. 

7 They readily concluded, 7. The Lozv « 
and it is moſt certain, that lo — 7 _—_ " 
long as' he beholds no ini- — N 

quity in us, the Gop of 

armies and great director of 

all events and affairs is en- 


gaged to ſupport us: the 


guardian of our upright pro- | y 
genitor, whilſt he ſees no per- | Biel 
verſeneſs in his deſcendants, fron 

* as 


then 
om 
ut · 

the 


:D of 
3, the 
75 Our 
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> Comes, deheld 


me works of the 


Lord, what deſo- 
lations he hath made 
in the earth. 


9. He maketh 


wars to ceaſe unto 


the end of the earth, 


he breaketh the bow, 
and cutteth the ſpear 
in ſunder, he burneth 
the y chariot in the 
fire. 


Y Chariot, the Chald. renders round ſhields, the LXX. 
Fields, The radix ſignifies to be round or circular; and 
from the motion of the wheelsor the track they make, may 
denote a chariot; or rather a cart or baggage-waggon 
ſeems meant by it, than ſtrictly ſpeaking a military chariot, 


as an high tower or .inacceſ- Seer. 37. 
ſible fortreſs, in the courſe of 5 
his providence will infallibl A 
preſerve and defend us. 

Allow me to ſolicit your 8 
attention in contemplating 
the wonders of God's power 
and wiſdom : what judgments 
and deſolating circumſtances, 
cities diſmantled and coun- 
tries depopulated he hath ex- 
hibited upon the publick 
theatre of this changing ſtate, 

He extinguiſheth the flames g 
of war to the very confines 
of thoſe countries where they 
lately raged with the greateſt _ 
fury; and ſpeedily calms to 
peace the jarring world: like 
a broken bow he weakens 
their power and hutnbles their 
pride : like the camp-ſpear 
cut aſunder, he defeateth their 
hoſtile views, or diſperſeth 
their largeſt forces: as burnt 
carriages and waggons can 
never more ſerve any pur- 
poſes, ſo he makes an entire 
riddance of all the inſtruments 
of deſtruction; and puts a 
final period to theſe ſcenes of 
horrour and blood - ſhed. 

13 | The 


21:3 A PARAPHRASE on the 

Sxcrt. 37. The ſolemn language of 10. Be till, and 

F his ſovereign all-controlling Cee that | . 

1 voice is — deſiſt, proceed no alted * : = 

further —ceaſe to act theſe heathen, I will be! 

hoſtilities againſt one another; exalted in the cant, 

and underſtand that the au- 

thority I exerciſe over you all 

is ſupreme and abſolute: my 

judgments ſhall be ſubmitted 

to, and my government con- 

feſſed by heathen powers: 

my perfections and Jaws of 

providence ſhall be had in 

the higheſt honour through- 

out the land. | 

11 The independent and eter- , e dee, 
nal Deity, who regulates and — of Jacob; 2 

preſides over all the various refuge. Selah. 

ſtations and departments of 

his whole creation, I con- 

clude as I begun, is peculiarly 

preſent with and concerned 

for our nation: the mighty 

Gop and redeemer of Jacob, 

as an impregnable tower, is 

our perpetual defence and in- 

fallible ſecurity from danger. 


RD of 
, the 
75 Our 


LM 


ople, ſhout unto | 
God with the voice are now aſſembled from every 


of triumph: quarter clap your hands; as 


molt high zs terrible; 


he is a great kin = ; "ps : 
over all the 1 jeſty and unrivalled glory is 
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PSALM XLVII 


ſubjefts the divine ſovereignty : heathens ſub- 
dued: and Iſrael peculiarly favoured. The 
whole grand aſſembly excited to improve to the 
utmoſt the joyful occaſion, and celebrate God's 
praiſes in the moſt exalted ſtrains. Not impro- 
bably compoſed for one of the folemn feaſts, to 
be jung before the whole nation: and the par- 
ticular time is ſuppoſed to be upon carrying the 
ark into the tabernacle on mount Zion, 2 Sam. 
vi. 5. or from thence to Solomon's temple. An 
ode or hymn directed to the maſter of muſict, ta 
be performed by the deſcendants of Korah. 


PSALM xlvii. 1, PSA L u xlvii. 1. | 
0 Nh. Syn O ſignify your extreme Sec. 37. 


ands, all ye 


Joy, all ye people, who 


ſounding an alarm before a 
general engagement, or as 
thouting for victory, raiſe 
your voices to the higheſt 
pitch, ro proclaim the at- 
tributes of the Almighty and 
unbounded Gop and ruler. 
2. For the Low Fox the ſelf-exiſtent Being, 
the Gop of tranſcendent ma- 


to be humbly addreſſed, and 
moſt ſolemnly revered: as a 
potentate of the greateſt au- 
thority and everlaſting ex- 

4 cellence 


119 


A common jubilation or triumph declared. The 


PsALM 
xlvii. 1. 


2 


120 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 37. cellence he preſides over, and 
1 conformably to the laws of 
SALM . . 
xvii. 2. Perfect wiſdom and righ- 
teouſneſs, adminiſters affairs 
throughout the univerſe. | 
3 By the favourable diſpo- ee ue ſubdue 
ſitions of his all-ruling pro- 3 — 
vidence, he hath brought er our feet, © 
large aſſociations, and the ED, 
ſtrongeſt collective bodies of 
different people, into abſolute 
ſubjection to our will and 
pleaſure; and heathen nations 
that threat'ned us with de- 
ſtruction now act under our 
conduct and are entirely at 
our diſpoſal. | 
4 Out of their fortunes and 4. He ſhall chufe 
eſtates, he hath ſelected and u — Ha: 
given the choiceſt, to be qur of Jacob whom he 
rpetual property and in- loved. Selah. 
alienable poſſeſſion: he hath 
thus extraordinarily favoured 
thoſe who are the moral and 
ſpiritual, as well as natural 
deſcendants of ancient Jacob: 
men of probity and an in- 
violable integrity, whom he 
hath ſeparated from the reſt 
of the world to excel in theſe 
quien . | 
The mighty Gop is infi- 5. God is gone up 
nitely to be eſteemed and ex- 1 
alted; and the ſymbols of his of a trumpet. 
peculiar preſence we beg leave ne 8 
to accompany, now as they 
| 5 axe 
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lue 

us, 

2 6 Sing praiſes to 
God, ſing praiſes : 
ſing praiſes unto our 
king, ſing praiſes. 

ufe 

for 

ncy 

he 
7, For God is the 
king of all theearth: 
ſing ye praiſes with 
underſtanding. 

: up 

the 

und 8. God reigneth 


over the heathen : 
God fitteth upon the 
throne of his holi- 
neſs, 


with the loudeſt acclamations 
of joy and gratitude: / the 


| bleſſed and only moon as 


a triumphant conqueror, with 
the ſounding notes of a moſt 
ſhrill trumpet. 


With the utmoſt ſolemnity 6 


of compoſition and rational 
elevated devotion, perform 
ſacred muſick in praiſe of the 


Almighty : ſing pſalms to the 


honour of his univerſal do- 
minion and ſupreme perfec- 
tion : recognize your obliga- 
tions and prove your alle- 
giance to him who liveth and 
reigneth for ever: by all 


proper expreſſions declare an 


infinite regard and eſteem 
for him. 


For the mighty Gos is 7 


not a titular or local Deity, 
limited to a particular diſtrict 
and LORD only of a ſingle 
province; but his authority 
is abſolute, and his govern- 
ment comprehenſive of the 
whole creation: with diſtinct 


ideas and the utmoſt ele- 


vation of ſentiments, ſing ye 
plalms and praiſes. 


Though they ſeem not to 8 


know or duly acknowledge 
him, his wide. command ex- 
tends to heathen nations: as a 

Peerleſs 


121 
are aſcending mount Zion, Scer. 37. 


PSALM 
xleii. 5. 


> 


122 A PaARAPHRASE on the 


Szer. 37. peerleſs ſovereign the Infinite 
- 59mg God is poſſeſſed of an uni- 
Ari g. verſal juriſdiction: and from 
his eternal throne, whereof 
his ſanctuary placed among 
us is a ſtriking emblem, as 
may conſiſt with wiſdom and 
righteoufneſs he determines 
the conditions of all kindred 
and people. | 3 
9 The heads and governours | 9- The princes of 
of the people are unanimouſly there, mO va 
aſſembled; in them are re- the people of the 
reſented the whole collective Gop of Abraham : 
y of believers in the Gop for the * ſhields of 
of Abrahem, who may be on Eon. 
conſidered as preſent, to cele- iy exalted. e 
brate our common Lox p 
and benefactor: for the pro- 
tectors and leaders of our 
tribes, in whoſe abſence the 
country is ſecure through the 
guardianſhip of providence, 
ſnould eſpecially give glory 
to Gop; and the greateſt ad- 
vantage and dignity to his 
worſhip and ſervice: he is in 
the higheſt degree to be ho- 
noured by all, and worthy 
of univerſal everlaſting ado- 
ration. 


2 By iel is commonly underſtood potent men or rulers, 
ſo the rendering is Hoſ. iv. 18. ſuch metaphors being eaſy 
and agreeable to the form and genius of the Hebrew lan- 
guage. P/al. Ixxxix. 19. Ixxxiv. g. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XLVI.. SECT. XXXVII. 


Feruſalem reſpectable as the place of worſhip. Its 
ſituation and fortifications by art and nature a 
terrour to invaders. The divine protection the 
Iraelites's ftability and ſecurity. Inſtances of 
extraordinary favour recorded. The beneficence 
and univerſality of providence. Religious con- 
fidence expreſſed. The occaſion ſuppoſed to be 
either the defeat of Senacherib's army, 2 Kings 
Xviii. 17. or that of the confederate forces of 
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, 2 Chron. xx. 
Or the vain attempt of Rezin, king of Syria 
and Pekah king of Iſrael. Iſa. vii. i. An ode, 
pſalm, or triumphant ſacred ſong directed to be 
performed by the ſons of Korah. 


PSALM xlvin. 1. Ps ALM XIViil. 1. | 


5 3 Nchangeable and eter-Szer. 38. 

greatly by be praiſed nal in COLE thing truly Psa LM 

in the city of our great and adorable is the [xviii. 1. 

God, in the moun- moſt high Gop; and with 

rain of his holineſs. the utmoſt exertion of our 
nobleſt faculties to be cele- 

brated for the teſtimonies of 

his diſtinguiſhing regard to 

the city Jeruſalem; and eſpe- 

cially to his holy hill Zion, 

where the ſymbols of his pre- 

ſence reft, and he is pleaſed 

to receive conſtant offerings. 

1 Others may boaſt ſome 2 

the Whole earth js advantages, but they are not 

mount Zion on the comparable for a perſpective 

ſides of the north, beauty and conſpicuous moſt 

the | illuſtrious 


2. Beautiful for 


124. A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sect. 38. illuſtrious ſituation with this the city of the great 
F famed metropolis: the ſource king. 
Ain. 2. and ground of pleaſure joy 
and glory to the whole land 
of Canaan is mount Zion on 
the north- ſide of Jeruſalem; 
being hallowed and conſe- 
crated in a particular manner 
by the Almighty's reſidenc 
in his temple there. | | 
3 It 1s fully concluded, in- 3. God is known 
deed manifeſt in the im- in her palaces for a 
pregnable ſtrength of her **!vge- 
rowers, and inexpreſſible 
ſplendour of her palaces, that 
the everlaſting Gop hath un- 
dertaken to protect and de- 
tend her.” --.-- | 
4 This has lately appeared 4. For lo, the kings 
very remarkably, for the con- were aſſembled, they 
federate kings with hoſtile Paſſed by together. 
intentions encamped before 
her; and when their united 
forces were in readineſs for 
action; all on a ſudden, like 
the haſte of a meſſenger, or 
the motion of a ferry- boat, 
the formidable army filed off 
without attacking or long 
halting: and all their deſigns 
and menacing appearances 
came to nothing. | 
5 They took a ſurvey of the 5-* They ſaw it, 


Q- - . and ſo they marvel- 
ſtructures fortifications and . A GG 


magni- bled 


5 51 


a Some render, they ſaw it fixed, firmly eſtabliſhed and 
prepared for defence. 


. 
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bled and haſted a- magnificence of the place, Sec. 38. 


Way. and were {truck with wonder; 
they were ſeized with terror 
and fled with ſome hurry and 
precipitation. | 

6. Fear took hod Onthat very ſpot of ground 5 

_= 1 where you lately beheld them; 

PIP eg a in imminent danger they 
were in an extreme conſter- 
nation; and felt no leſs anguiſn 
and horror than what attend 
the moſt difficult labours or 
child- births. | 

7. Thou breakeſt They were in confuſion 7 
the ſhips of>Tarſhiſh and diſtraction, like Tarſhiſh 
with an eaſt-wind, . -— 

mariners when the eaſt-wind's 
ſtrongeſt gales daſh the waves 
againſt their veſſels, or ſplit. 
them againſt the rocks, 
8. As we have From accounts handed 8 


heard, ſo have we down to us by our forefathers, 


ſeen in the city of l 
n from what we ourſelves 


the city of our God, have been frequent eye-wit- 


God will eſtabliſh it neſſes of, reſpecting this city 


for ever. Selah. 


which 


b Tar/hiſh, Tillius interprets to belong to Cilicia, Bochart to 
Spain, others to the Eaſt Indies. Coccetus intimates, that who- 
ſoever in thoſe days took a long voyage to a remote coun- 
try was ſaid to go toTar/1: and it is certain the 7 ar/or/h 
mentioned 2 Chron. xx. 36, 37. and that Jenab. i. 3. could 
not be one and the ſame city or country. Hammond under- : 
ſtands Phenician veſſels and the inſtruments of all their 
wealth; God when he pleaſed could ſplit upon a rock, 
break to pieces by means of a wind, or by the ſudden and 
violent blaſts of an unaccountable deſpicable eaſt- wind ſhat- 
ter their whole ſhipping. Mugge underſtands it as a pro- 
_ ex preſſion uſed when the deſigns of proud men ate 

aſted. bs | 


126 NA ParaAPHRASE en the 
Secr. 38. which is ſacred, and its in- 
EIS habitants who are peculiarly 
> devoted to that Go who 
Alviii. 8. | ; 
hath appointed to all men the 
bounds of their habitation; 1 
repeat it, concerning this city 
particularly diſtinguiſhed, and 
claimed as his own for the 
privileges wherewith he hath 
favoured it, we are fully 
aſſured, that the eternal 
God hath ſettled it upon the 
firmeſt foundation; hath pro- 
tected, and whilſt his ſtatutes 
are duly obſerved in it, ever 
will protect; never in any | 
caſe deſert or abandon it. 9. We havethonght 
9 Thele teſtimonies and ex- of 8 * 
periences naturally lead us to ndl of the Andrey 
repreſent to our minds in the Eo Es 
ſtrongeſt images, what in- 
eſtimable mercies and favours 
we may always expect, moſt 
beneficent Gop, from thy 
bounty and goodneſs; when- 
ever under any emergencies 
and difficulties we offer up 
our prayers and praiſes in thy 
_ temple, towards the moſt 
holy place. 
10 In proportion as the ſtand- 10. According to 


od, 
ing marks of thy ſuperiority, By: _ 


and pen of thy per- the ends of the earth: 


fections thy e right hand E 


e An allofion as is cappoſed to a ceremony of the law at 
the conſecration of a prieſt to fill his hands with parts of the 
ſacrifices; whence it became an Hebrew idiom * 
to conſecrate. 


Bao of PSALMS. | 
full of righteouſ- fections and providence are SECT. 38. 


neſs. 


attended to and underſtood, 
O thou ſole original of all 
exiſtence and happineſs, will 
thy wiſdom omnipotence and 
benevolence be celebrated, to 
the extremities of this land; 
and to the utmoſt extent of 
intelligent being: the exer- 


tions of thy power, and in- 


11. Let mount 
Zion rejoice, let the 
daughters of Judah 
be glad, becauſe of 
thy judgments. 


12. J Walk about 
Zion, and go round 
about her: tell the 
towers thereof. 


ſtances of thy 1aterpoſition 
and authority-are remarkable 
for equity and beneficence, 
overflow with extraordina 
circumſtances of cordial g 
neſs and mercy. | 

Let the whole city of 
Feruſalem particularly mount 
Zion, on this occalion of fe- 
ſtivity, appear in one general 
Nate of mirth and pleaſure : 
let all the cities of leſſer rank, 
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xlviii. 10. 


and towns and villages of 


Fudah with united affections 
Join their brethren in the ſo- 
lemnity : for, O thou beſt of 
all Beings, it is to acknow- 


ledge the rules of thy dealings, 


and celebrate the manifeſta- 
tions of thy goodneſs and 
mercy that we are aſſembled. 
In a joyful proceſſion fetch 

a regular compaſs about 
mount 


4 Mudge underſtands a« inſultingly directed to the kings 
Who had come up and walked round, and gone off again; he 


bids 


12 


8 
128 A PARAPHRASE of the 
r. 38. mount Zion; walk the whole 


—— round on every ſide: make 
PS ALM . 
accurate obſervations on the 


Am multitude of her ſtrong and 
„ citadelis 
Examine fully the ſtrength 
* her different fortifications; 
conſider ſeriouſly the magni- 
ficence of her palaces or 
caſtles; that you may be 
able to tranſmit the ſur- 
prizing account to the ſuc- 
ceeding age and generation. 
For theſe clearly ſpecify, 
that the Almighty and Eter- 
nal Gop, who hath thus 
conveniently ſituated and im- 
pregnably defended us, that 
we may adhere to his truth 


and obey his laws; will to all 


purpoſes be our Gop and 
ſupport, through all the ſuc- 
ceſſive periods of time to an 
endleſs eternity: he will Kind- 
ly lead us along our courſe 
of temporal life, and direct 
us in what belongs to death, 
and what is beyond it. 


13. Mark ye well 
her bulwarks, con- 
ſider her palaces; 
that ye may tell it 
to the generation 
following. 


14. For this God 
7s our God for ever ] 


and ever; he will e: 
be our guide e even of 
unto death, - 

hi 


to 


bids chin take ſpecial notice, that 3 may tell the nex! 
generation that it would be in vain to make an attempt a- 
gainſt Jeruſalem, which was ſo defended by God. This 


does not ſeem ſo well to agree with the context. 


e Some interpret, he will lead us owvir death, i. e. as con- 
Ht erors, and enable us to triumph over this king of tyrants. 
he _ renders, he n lead u us an rin death. 


psALM 


vell 
on. 
es; 
1 it 
ion 


od 
ver 
vill 
ven 
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PSALM XLIX. SECT. XXXIX. 


© 1rvitations to the inſtruclions of wiſdom. The un- 


certainty of life a reaſon for early attending to 
them. Reviews of virtuous practices the nobleſt 
conſolations againſt age, ſickneſs and mortality. 
The folly of ambition avarice and envy. An ode 
or pſalm directed to the chief muſician to be per- 
| formed by the ſons FR Korah. 


PSA LM xlix. 1. 


EAR this, all 

ye people; give 
ear all ze inhabitants 
of the world. 


2. Both f low and 
high, rich and poor 
together. 


Ps ALM XIIX. 1. 


| Hatever nations OrSzcr. 39: 

people you belong to. 

SALM 
' 1. 


let me urge you to form 
diſtinct clear ideas on the 
ſubje& I am going to repre- 
ſent to you; deny me not 
your cloſeſt attention to it, 
all ye inhabitants of this tran- 
ſitory world. 


It alike concerns people in 2 


the loweſt condition of de- 
pendance and obſcurity, with 
thoſe of the higheſt rank and 
moſt illuſtrious diſtinguiſhed 
character; the man of fortune 
and opulence and the moſt 
indigent and diſtreſſed; even 


f A man of high . in the Hebrew is 1 Gael, and 
1h mihed, &c. and though this diſtinction betwixt Adam 
and J% be not always obſerved; yet we find two or three 
inſtances in the pſalms of ſons of Adam and ſons of I, 
oppoſed and diftinguiſhed as men of low * and high, — 
particularly this and Eſalm 1x11. 9. 


Vol. III. 


29 


130 A PARAPHRASE on De 
Bxcr. 39. all of every age, place and 
ien. | 
xlix. 2, 3. Being in its own nature 3 My mouth ſhall 

truly important but frequent- ſpeak of wiſdom: 

ly miſtaken or neglected, my _ RD 

unreſerved free diſcourſe ſhall ot — 

publiſh the nobleſt ſcience of 

divine moral wiſdom: and 

my reflections duly ſtate the 

relations and differences of 

things, in order by the ex- 

acteſt balances of an impar- 

tial judgment, to form men's 

minds to the love af truth 

and virtue. 3 

4 l am poſitively determine 4. 4 Iwill incline 

as to myſelf, and I moſt ſin- pie; I will open my 
cerely wiſh all others to pur- dark ſayings upon 
ſue the ſame maxims; in the the harp. 

days of my youth to apply 
myſelf diligently, by means 
of traditional obſervations, 
proverbial ſentences, com- 
pariſons or ſimiles in what- 
ever quarter I can meet with 
them, to the acquilition of 
religious inſtruction : I will 
give the publick truly im- 
portant ſentiments, by di- 
geſting them into natural 

eaſy 


1 I win p/ay to ib, a metaphor, as Biſhop Hare obſerves, 
taken from muſicians, who in playing upon the harp liſten. 
very attentively to what they are performing. The Syriac 
renders N ænigmata mea ſive reconditum ſenſum meum. 


And R. Sal. ſays the ænigma was, wy ſbould 7 fear, &c. | 
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eaſy odes or ſongs, and direc- Sec. 39. 


N ting them to be performed .= 


Ty on muſical inſtruments. 
. Wherefore ſhould For where is the equivalent; 
WJ fear in the days of of time devoted to any other 
Pril, when the bh ini- 
Wuity of my heels purpoſe; or on what ima- 
Pall compaſs me ginable account ſhould I fo 
bout. behave now as to fear here- 
| | after; and enhance the inevi- 
table vexations and anxieties 
of declining life with ſad re- 
flections and diſmal proſpects, 
ariſing from the paſt miſcon- 
duct of unexamined youth- 


2 


i ful days. 

. nd 7. They that Old age, and death the 6, 7: 
my . —— common tate of all men I am 

on In the multitude of fully reſolved to render as 


eir riches: none eaſy and happy as poſſible: 


bf them can by any for if I was, renouncing ſen- 
neans | redeem bis jual pleaſure, to indulge a- 
brother, | 


K 2 varice 


h Taylor in his concordance renders the di/flortions of my 
eels, Ke. when my foot-ſteps are in ſuch a weak and 
ſiding condition, that I cannot avoid falling. The diſtor- 
ons of the heart and action from that which is right to 
hat which is wrong is commonly tranſlated iniquity. The 
LXX. interpret by the ſymbolical term II ene, which 

echius and H. Steph. explain the goings or behaviour of 
lis paſt life. Hammond explains, is there any reaſon 
or a pious man to apprehend death with any diſquiet, when 


t begins its cloſe approaches, and is moſt unavoidably ready 
0 /eize on him? | 


| Literally, by redeeming ſpall not redeem, i. e. ſhall not 


en. ey any means be able to redeem, &c. A man ſhall not give 
714 WF"! ranſom or price of equal value to God. Some render the 
eum. 


dext ver. the redemption of the foul or life coſts very dear, 
but then it is a ſingular eternal redemption, that once 
wrought 


** 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sxcr. 39. varice or ambition, I plainly brother, nor give 


ſee the conſequence, and that 


they who are moſt confident 
of their ſafety from power or 
wealth, and are puffed up 


with vain glory on account 


of their affluent fortunes and 


increaſing riches, not one of 


them can by all his power or 
riches redeem either himſelf 
or his brother from death; 
nor can they give to Gop 


under whoſe direction is life 


and death the price of his re- 
demption : it is impoſlible 
they ſhould ſecure either a 
mortal from dying or a ſinner 
from puniſhment. 

(For the reſcue or deliver- 
ance of the life or ſoul is of 
too valuable conſideration 
and important a nature, for 
him lightly and on account 
of any worldly matters to ad- 
mit ſuch an event; it ſhall 
never return to its former 
ſtate, but utterly ceaſeth to 
be what it was before.) 


9 That he ſhould be favour- 


ed with a repetition of being, 
or ſuch a continuance of it as 
is fixed and permanent, with- 

out 


wrought never need be repeated, he. mall never dye a! 


more. 


® Vejehi, /o as that be may live fot ever. 


God a ranſon, {q 


8. (For the . 
demption of the ſoul 
7s precious, and! 
ceafeth' for ever 
11 
thoug 


9. That he * ſhoul 
ſtill live for ever, u 
not ſee corruption. 


Boot of Ps AL Is. = 
| out intermiſſion and ever- Szcr. 39. 
laſting; ſo that he ſhould not 5——= 


e ih 
lu 
10. For he ſeeth 

that wiſe men k die, 
likewiſe the fool and 
the brutiſh perſon 
periſh, and leave 
their wealth to 
others. 

e it 

e ſoul 

ind k 

er.) 


11 Their inward 
thought is, hat their 
bouſes ſhall continue 
forever, and their! 

dwelling- 


er, a! 
prion. 


PSsALMu 


be obliged to ſubmit to, nor Iix. 9. 


have occaſion to be appre- 
henſive of his being ſpoiled 
as to his preſent form of 
exiſtence, and diſſolved or 
deſtroyed, 

He has not the leaſt ground 10 
of reaſon to expect this; for 
if riches could fave, it would 
be when they are in the hands 
of wiſe men, but contrariwiſe 
he every day ſees that the 
moſt prudent and conſiderate 
leave the world in like man- 
ner as the unthinking, and ſtu- 
pid: thoſe who live as if they 
were brutes are loſt by death: 


and having no further oc- 


caſion for or concern in it 
leave their wealth to ſurvivors, 
and not unfrequently to be 
poſſeſſed by ſtrangers. | 
The rich and mighty in 1 
this reſpect act a moſt in- 
conſiſtent part; they muſt 
K 3 needs 


A diſtindtion ſeems here qbſerved betwixt dying and 
ering, the latter may denote, departing this life without 
ay hopes of happineſs in another: and are forced to leave, 


le. Others might be rendered ſtrangers, not of their family, 
to thoſe they did not deſign it for; and with whom ne- 
ertheleſs it ſhall remain, never revert to the kindred of 
tte original proprietor, nor yet any memorials. 

Some interpret the latter part of this ver. of monumen- 
l inſcriptions. There is nothing left but their names 
"aſcribed on heaps of earth,” 


ae 


134 


PS ALM 


xlix. 11. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 39. needs be ſenſible that they are 
CY liable to the ſame incidents 


of mortality as other men, 
and muſt leave their riches 
for others; yet the only ideas 
they make familiar to them - 


| ſelves are entirely ſecular: 


12 


and they plainly act as if they 
only believed and deſigned, 
without any further reference, 
that their houſes ſhall re main 
for ever, and their dwelling 
places deſcend from one ge- 
neration toanother: and there- 
fore call their lands after their 


own names; hoping to pur- 


chaſe to themſelves an imagi- 
nary immortality in theſe 
magnificent houſes which 
they build, and in their lands 
which are thus called by their 
names. 

They are diſappointed in 
the great object of their moſt 
eager wiſhes; and all their 


glory 1s as ſnhort- lived as them 


ſelves; they continue not in 


a ſettled ſtate, they ſhall carry 
nothing away with them, and 


ſhall fall like the beaſt, which 


no ſooner periſhes than it is 
forgotten; ſo have they no 


re-heminence or excellence 


This 


above the beaſt. 


dwelling-places 9 
all generations; they 


call their lang 
after their ow 
names, 


12. Neverthelel, 
man being in honour 
m abideth not: ht 
is like the beaſts hit 
periſh, 


Þ Abidtth, literally foall not lodge, or ſlay a night. 


r ** WW * 
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1 x3 This their way This their manner and Sxcr. 39. 
my ; — cuſtom to aim at giving P. 
— their 3 fixedneſs and — A 3. 
that which is naturally un- 
{table and fluctuating, or to 
perpetuate their name and 
grandeur, is an inſtance of 
their extreme folly and ſtupi- 
dity: and yet their poſterity 
will not ſee this folly, but do 
approve what their anceſtors 
have ſaid and done, follow 
their examples, or act over 
again the ſame extravagance 
and abſurdity. 
14. Like " ſheep . They go together in great 14 
they are laid in the numbers and a conſtant ſuc- 
grave, death ſhall M; he a # a, 
feed on them; and Ceſſion to the region of the 
the upright ſhall dead, and there are diſpoſed 
have dominion over of like flocks of filly ſheep; 
them * wet mor are no more able to defend 
all conſume in the Themſelves than thoſe helpleſs 
grave from their Creatures: death exerciſes an 
dyclling. abſolute tyranny over them. 
On the morrow when they 
are enquired for, eſpecially at 
the reſurrection of the laſt 
day when they are to paſs the 
final audit; thoſe who have 
K 4 acted 


3 they 
lands 
OWn 


thelels, 
honour 
not: be 


aſts that 


" Tt has been obſerved, that death is here compared to 
a ſhepherd, not as the Exgliſb renders, feeding upon but 
governing and conducting men in the Heol, or elyſian fields as 
his flock, to ſignify how they go out of life, and die as or- 
dinarily and regularly as ſheep are lead to their paſture. 
But in the reſurrection the juſt and upright alone ſhall tri- 


; umph and reign to eternity. 
. 
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Szcr. 39. acted ſincerely according to 
= truth and righteouſneſs ſhall 


PsaLM 
xlix. 14. 


15 


have infinitely the advantage 
of them, ſhall make them to 
come down: in ſome ſenſe, 
as honoured to be aſſeſſors 
with the ſupreme judge ſhall 
be their Lords and jud- 
ges: long before that ſolemn 
period their beauty ſtrength 
and frame of their whole 
body will be worn out, en- 
tirely conſumed in the ſilent 
grave, to which they were 
carried from their delightful 
places of habitation here on 
earth. | 

But though I alſo die at 
the appointed time, yet I 
ſhall have this comfort that 
Gop will not only call me 
back again from the place 
and ſtate of the dead; but re- 
ceive me as his peculiar 
charge unto himſelf with 
marks of favour and in the 
moſt glorious manner. 


16 My advice therefore to all 


men of upright virtuous 
lives is, never be you con- 
cerned or afflicted on account 
of an ungodly wicked man's 
zncreaſe in worldly goods, that 
wealth flows in upon him, 
his family is greatly pro- 
moted, or an extraordinary 

= weight 


15. But God will 


redeem my ſoul trom 


the power of the 


grave; for he ſhall 
receive me. Selah. 


16. Be not thou 
afraid when one is 
made rich, when the 
glory of his houſe is 
increaſed. 


: 
b 
a 
h 
ſ 
7 
tt 
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weight.of power and earthly Secr. 39. 
dignity happen to crown his Sv 


| d PSALM 
| . . af hr ; _**xlix. 16. 
17. For when he For notwithſtanding theſe ;z 


dierh, he ſhall can ſeeming advantages it is im- 

gor Hal nor de. Poſſible that be ſhould be 

ſcend after him. truly happy; the whole term 
of human life is limited to fo 
ſhort a period that he cannot 
long and may but for a very 
little time enjoy them: death 
ſhall ſtrip him of all, reduce 
him to the loweſt poverty; 
neither out of his greateſt 
affluence. can he ſecure and 
carry along with him the 
{ſmalleſt moiety : his ſplendour 
and magnificence ſhall not 
come down to his latter end, 
or tollow him into a ſeparate 
Fu 

18. Though whiles During his temporal life 18 

* n _ indeed, he eſteemed himſelf 

u i praiſe eh. happy, and demanded un- 


zen will praiſe thee, : | 
when thou doeſt well common notice and homage: 


to thy ſelf. if you acquire enjoy and boun- 
titully communicate a mul- 

titude of riches, your ſignal 

favours will be recorded, per- 

| haps 


o Some tranſlate, while he lived his ſoul bleſſed him; 
and as long as thou indulgeſt thyſelf, it [or thy ſoul] will 
bleſs thee : the Hebrew verb 200 being often applied to 


acis of ſenſual gratifications. Others the worldling applauded 


himſelf in his life time for his preſent felicity : but thoſe 
ſhall be praiſed who do that which iſſues in their eternal 
good and happineſs. He the good man Hall die in peace, 
they the wicked ſhall never know comfort. 


A PARAPHRASE 0# the 


Secr. 39. haps a monument be raiſed 


to tranſmit your names. 

However in the end he ſhall 
go the way his fathers have 
gone before him, and fare as 
they have done: but being a 
wicked man he could never 
partake of any ſolid ſatis- 
faction, and ſhall by no means 
poſſeſs; ſhall be totally ſe- 
cluded from the future light 
of eternal life and bleſſedneſs. 
20 That mortal man who is 
exalted to the higheſt dignity 
and intruſted with invaluable 
advantages, that yet is deſti- 
tute of wiſdom and diſcretion 
how to manage them; and 
not duly apprized of the in- 
ſtability of all ſublunary cir- 
cumſtances with the impor- 
tance of futurity ; both in his 
life and death moſt nearly 
reſembles, can pretend very 
little ſuperiority to the beaſts 
that periſh. 


19. He ſhall go 
to the generation of 
his fathers, they ſhall 
never ſee light. 


20. Man that is 
in honour, and un- 
derſtandeth not, is 
like the beaſts hat 
periſh, 


PSALM 


} 


15 


15 
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PSALM L. SECT. XL. 


A general ſummons to an audit before the A- 
mighty concerning the ſtate of religion. Sacri- 
fices and ritual obſervances performed by wicked 
men deteſtible. Truly grateful hearts and obe- 
dient virtuous lives the moſt acceptable ſervice. 


A pſalm compoſed or to be performed y 


Alaph. 


PSs ALM l. 1. 
HE might 
God, Ps md 

Lord hath ſpoken, 
and called the earth 
from the riſing of 
the ſun, unto the 
going down thereof, 


2. Out of Zion 
the perfection of 
beauty, God hath 


mincd. 


and goodneſs. 


PS ALM |. 1. 


HE Creator Los p and 
Judge of the univerſe 


hath aſſerted his right in pro- 


mulgating laws to, and ap- 
pointing a ſovereign teſt for, 


all his intelligent and ac- 


countable off - ſpring without 
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Ps ALM 
1. 1. 


exception that inhabit this 


ſublunary world. 

Out of the tabernacle: 
placed on mount Zion: in a 
very affecting manner with 
peculiar ſymbols, and the 
molt perfect finiſhings of ex- 
ternal ornament and magni- 
ficence, the divine attributes 
are declared, and his com- 
mandments, his glory power 


In 


p Tis not fully determined who Aſapb was, whether 
the Levite who was contemporary with David; or the ſeer 
of that name mentioned 2 Cron. xxix. 30. 
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_ a violent tempeſt 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


In equal ſplendour and 
majeſty that our everlaſting 
Go once ſignified his ſus 

eme pleaſure from the lofty 

mmit of burning Sinai, 
ſhall he deſcend to * a- 
bout the moſt important re- 
volution: neither ſhall any 
power daunt, bribes corrupt, 
or cunning delude him from 
entering upon and compleat- 
ing a moſt equitable and im- 
partial procedure: as it were 
a devouring fire ſhall lick up 
and conſume the dry ſtubble 
that comes 1n his preſence, 

ſwee 
y the duſt, or whit. 
—— diſperſe the chaff all 


around him. 


4 He ſhall command the 


angels, inhabitants of the up- 
per heavenly world, to give 


their attendance, and the 


ſpirits 


3 Our God ſhall 
q come, and ſhall not 
keep ſilence: a fie 
ſhall devour before 
him, and it ſhall. 
be very tempeſtuous 
round about him. 


4. He ſhall call to 
the heavens from 
above, and to the 
earth, that he may 


judge his people. 


8 Gm. Hammond interprets this pſalm of the propaga- 
Jau of Chriſtianity with the circumſtances that attended it. 


images are foblime and ſtriking; and ſeem pertinent- 


1y applicable whether intended or not of it to the moſt 


HGgnificant. and important of periods, repreſented in the 


| fallowing lines, 4 


Sure, it is doomſday ———— 


——— See the — and earth and air 

All on fire! the very ſeas, like molten glaſs, 
Roll their bright waves, and from the ſmoaky deep 
Caſt up the Ylaring dead! the trumpet ſoundy 


And the ſwi 


To ſummon all. mankind, 


t angels ſkim about the globe 


le — 878 


Book of PS AL Ms. 
ſpirits of juſt men made per- Sxer. 40. 
ect once probationers upon πτ 


5. Gather my 


ſaints together unto 


me: thoſe that have 
made a covenant 
with me by ſacrifice, 


6. Andthe heavens 
ſhall declare his righ- 
teouſneſs: for God 
judge himſelf. So- 

ah. . 


this earth to be preſent; or 
he ſhall appeal to heaven and 
earth requiring both to be 
witneſſes to the equal manner 
of his executing judgment 


upon his aſſembled people; 


vindicating the juſt and pu- 
niſhing the guilty. 

Sound loud your trumpets, 5 
ſaith the judge of quick an 
dead, and convene to be dif- 
poſed of as they ſhall be found 
to deſerve, thoſe among man- 
kind upon whom I have be- 
ſtowed peculiar extraordinary 
advantages and privileges; 
who have profeſſed true reli- 


ion, and voluntarily obliged . 


themſelves by eſpecial moſt 
ſolemn engagements to wor- 
ſhip and ſerve me with a per- 
fect heart and a willing mind. 
. Correſpondent to the fore- 6 
going appeal, the angelick 
tribes ſhall doubtleſs give in 
their teſtimony; and avow 
publickly his ſentences as per- 
fectly conformable to the 
rules of truth and right, wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs: neither 
in the nature of things is it 
poſſible to be otherwiſe, for 


Gov himſelf who is infallible 


and moſt impartial, conducts 
| the 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


| Ser. 40. the judicial proceſs, and by 
= ;nvariable maxims determines 


PsALM 


I. 6. 


the grand importance. 
There is not the leaſt queſ- 
tion but his final deciſſions will 
be as follow, Give attention, 
my peculiar people, as called 
here by my proclamation to 
underſtand what infinitely 
concerns you, and you ſhall 
hear it pronounced from my 
own lips: O ye deſcendants 
from my upright and faithful 
ſervant Jacob, I will make 4 
moſt expreſs full and peremp- 
tory declaration concerning 
behaviour or duty which was 
from the beginning, and is 
deſigned to ſtand and hold 


invariably to the end of time: 


I ſolemnly proteft unto you, 
and wiſh to fix in your mind 
the certainty of this truth, 
that my exiſtence and attri- 
. * bures, the relation I ftand in 


to you and all mankind, and 


the obligations I have con- 
ferred upon you are the 
ground and foundation of all 
true religion. 

I will not determine cha- 


rafters, or adjuft theſe affairs 


by reaſons and conſiderations 
taken from your ſacrifices; 
or your richeſt burnt-offerings 
whether they have or they 
have not been preſented to 
| obtain 


7. Hear, O my 

ople, and I will 
ſpeak ; Olſrael, and 
I will teſtify againſt 
thee: I am God, 
e den thy God. 


8. I will not re- 
prove thee for thy 
ſacrifices, or thy 
burnt offerings, Yo 
have been continual- 


ly before me. 


W. 


Book of PSAL Ms. 


9. I will take no 


bullock out of thy 
houſe, nor he- goatꝭ 
out of thy folds. 


10. For every 
beaſt of the foreſt zs 
mine, and the cattle 
upon a thouſand 
kills, 


11. I know all 
the fowls of the 
mountains: and the 
wild beaſts of the 
keld are mine. 


obtain mine acceptance, con- Secr. 40. 


ſtantly as the proper ſeaſons 


returned and with all ſuitable 1. 8. 


external ceremonies. 
I will not eſteem a bullock 3 


fatted at the ſtall, nor the 


choiceſt he-goats of your 
flocks, as a ſatisfaction to my 
juſtice for your voluntary 
errors, a ſubſtitute in the 
room of moral virtue, or a 
ſufficient atonement for your 
deliberate crimes. 

Had I need of or delight in 10 
this kind of ſervice, I com- 
mand as my abſolute proper- 
ty the greateſt plenty and 
variety : for, by virtue of a 
prior right than that of any 
other who may lay claim to 
them,every beaſt of the foreſt 
is my own: and the numerous 
flocks which aſcend the crag- 
gy clifts, browze upon high 
lands, or cover a thouſand 
hills are part of my boundleſs 
poſſeſſions. 

I py inſpect, and 11 
am perfectly acquainted with 
ſo as to diſpoſe of at pleaſure, 
not only domeſtick animals 
and tamer fowls, but birds 
of prey which frequent the 


higheſt mountains: and as 


if I conſtantly folded them, 
wild 


Mine, ſome interpret at my call, or as the Genev. eft a 


ion commandement. 


344 A PARAPHRABSE n the 


Secr. 40. wild beaſts that live at large 
wich man cannot ſubdue, 
any are in entire ſubjection to me. 
i2 If it were poffible that 1 12. If I were 
had human imperfections hung. I would not 
and appetites, and was deſti- — 4 3 — 
tute of ſuſtenance and ſuffer- the ſulneſs thereof. 
ed hunger, I would not have _ 
recourſe to thee, indigent 
man, for ſupplies; fer the 
produce of the moſt fertile 
parts of this whole inhabited 
earth is mine, and every 
thing wherewith it is ſo a- 
bundantly provided or re- 
pleniſhed. _ | 
13 Can ſuch groſs and abſuid 6 1s Ton the 
imaginations ever gain credit, qrink ob o. 
that your moſt expenſive of- goats? 
ferings have the leaſt ſignifi- 
cation in the way of addition 
to my conſummate happi- 
neſs? or that in like manner 
as you are nouriſhed with 
©  _ wholeſome diet, fol, a pure 
ſpirit, am refreſhed with 
eating the fleſh of ſacrificed 
bulls, or drinking the blood 
of ſlain goats? | | 5 
14 What will avail moſt to 14. Offer unto 
obtain the Almighty's favour Se eke, 
and be moſt beneficial to unto Pay hay. high. 
yourſelves, if you fincerely 
defire ro accompliſh theſe 
great ends of homage, is 
truly expreſſing what a grate- 


ful 


82 See 2 


d 


anto 
ing. 
O-. 
gh. 


ments of 
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ful heart dictates for daily Szcr. 40. 
mercies, and habitually acting F 
under the influence of the, 25 F: 
laws of virtue; or regularly wn 

performing your engage- | 
univerſal righ- 


teouſneſs. 


15. And call up- 
on me in the day of 
trouble; I will de- 
liver thee, and thou 
ſhalt glorify me. 


16. But unto the 
wicked God ſaith, 
what haſt thou to do 
to declare my ſta- 
tutes, or that thou 
ſhouldeſt take my 
covenant in thy 
mouth, 


And as to any perplexities i 


and even the greateſt diſtreſ- 


ſes you may meet with, im- 
plore my concurrence wit 
your prudent and vigorous 
endeavours; and doubt not, 
J will provide means for your. 
deliverance; and you ſhall . 
ever have occaſion to regard 
me with the higheſt pleaſure 
as your benefactor, with the 
utmoſt reverence and con- 
fidence as your ſovereign de- 
fender. 

But unto the wicked ene-16 
my of God truth and virtue, 
whoſe paſſions are ungovern- 
ed and his actions pernicious 
to mankind, a juſt and good 
Gop declares; what haſt — 
to do, or how canſt thou pre- 
tend to explain the rules of 


right and laws of other mens 


Vo. III. 


actions, whilſt thou art doing 
wrong and preſcribing no 
limits to thy own: or profeſs 
and teach with zeal and fer- 
vour my grants of favour, 
or 1 bleſſing; whilſt 

in 
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Py A PaxarnurasE of the 
in thy own practice thou 
ſheweſt no regard to the 


terms df thoſe grants, the 


conditions of thoſe promiſes. 


17 This is palpably and no- 17. Seeing thoy 


hateſt inſtruction, 


toriouſly manifeſt, ſeeing thy 
own ſtudies and manners con- 3 * wn 


tradi& the plaineſt ſuggeſ- 


tions of wiſdom and virtue: 

and ſo far from applying and 

conforming to my precepts, 

the courſe of thy. life throws 

the greateſt neglect and con- 

oo upon them. 

Thou haſt publickly coun- 18. When thou 
tenanced, and in ſimilar vices _—_ ag — 
at — —— — wich him, and hat 
m "With men ot the m been partaker wi 
profligate lives and vileſt adulterers. 
characters: upon fixing thine 

eyes upon a thief thine arms 

embraced; and thine adhe- 

rence and ſuppòrt protected 

him: and thou has been a 

partner with adulterers, | 


not actually in their crimies 


yet in ſkreening them from 
Juſtice : neither with any mo- 
deſty or to any effect couldſt 
n . 


The Heb. Hgnifies to embrace, adhere to with a pleaſing 


. , - conſent, or chearful ready 3 Or as the LXX. 


interpret ehou runneſt with him. Muage renders, thy tongue 
"*['-ivgeth eceit, gives a whole ſtring of it, that is, joins deceit 
to deceit The next ver he explains, they run one into another. 
Tbou art a/ways again jpeaking endeavouring to throw 
down, to trip up the heels of thy own mother's ſon. 


0 


Mn, 


rds 


aſing 
XX. 
ngue 
eceit 
her. 
hrow 
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19. Thou giveſt 
thy mouth to evil, 
andthy tongue fram- 
eth deceit. 


20. Thou fitteſt 
and ſpeakeſt againſt 
thy brother; thou 


ſlandereſt thine-own 


mothers ſon. 


21. Theſe things 
haſt thou done, and 
kept filence: thou 
thoughteſt that I was 
altogether /uch a one 
as thy ſelf; but I 
will reprove thee, 
and ſer them in order 
before thine eyes. 


thou attempt to reclaimthem, Sgr. 40. 
8 


being thyſelf guilty of the 
ſame or equal enormities. 


to ſow diſcord, create vexa- 
tion, or do miſchief; thy in- 


vention in the moſt artful 


manner connecteth, or ren 


together and dreſſeth up in 


words killing ſlanders, the 
moſt pernicious calumnies. 


Thou applieſt thyſelf with 20 


aſſiduity and unwearied con- 
ſtancy, in violation of the 
ſtrongeſt ties, to report or 

atteſt things to the prejudice 
of thy country man, friend 
or kinſman: thou haſt even 


given out ſlanders and endea- 


voured to fix ſcandals upon 
thy neareſt relative and own 
brother. 


Theſe are aſcertained no- 21 


torious facts, which thou haſt 


not inadvertently and thr 


infirmity, but deliberately 
committed and frequently 
repeated; and all the while 
as if I could not hear and 
ſpeak, or would nat obſerve 
and reſent, in order to afford 
ſpace for repentance I have 
deferred jult 


Voking, thou haſt I find moſt 
L 2 Per- 


unihment: 
which is farther highly pro- 
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ALM 


Thou giveſt thy diſcourſe 8 18 


a moſt licentious vile liberty, 


148 A'Pararnnast bn the 


| Ster. 40. perverſely interpreted all my 
p Patience and indulgence into 
i 2. an approbation of the vileſt 
courſes, and encouragement 
to proceed ſecurely in them: 
which J cannot bear, but in 
due time will convince you 
of wrong done, make you 
ſenſible of your faults by ſuf- 
ferings: and in order to ſa- 
tisfy all impartial judges that 
I inflift proportionable mi- 
' feries, will range them in a 
roper diſpoſition and match 
them exactly one to another, 
that even you yourſelves may 
be forced to own, you received 
nothing but what was due to 
them. 3 
22 Now I adviſe and beſeech 22. Now contider 
you, be admoniſhed; -and _ _ LO 
inſtead of offering ſacrifices, in pieces, and here 
act with judgment and pru- be none to deliver. 
dence, you who in throwing | 
contempt upon moral obliga- 
tions, and violating the laws 
of piety and virtue have moft 
impiouſly affronted and high- 
Iy proved Almighty Go: 
on feel the / dreadful 
Ra of my final diſplea- 
fure— there is no reſcuing 


you from my hands, nor a f 
poſſibility but by intervening 
Tepentance of avoiding end- b 
leis and intolerable torments. « 
9 The 


. \Baok of PS ALMS. 


23. * Whoſo of- , Theonly worth of external SECT. 40. 


fereth praiſe glori- ; e ee 
ene profeſſions, is the ſpiritua 


converſation aright, titude, and virtuous obe- 
will I ſhew the lal- dience they are connected 
ma of God. with, expreſſive of, or ſub- 
| fervient to: and this is the 
ſum of all. I look upon 

„ him only as the man 
ec that honours me, who 

offers before me a truly 

| „good and grateful heart; 

17 | ce and none but the man that 
t ſets himſelf to order his 

* courſe of life aright, and in 

1 E fſõme 


t From the two laſt verſes Mudze ſuppoſes the title of 
this pſalm to be wrong, and that it was written during the 
captivity, Might not theſe, if they are neceſſarily limited 


to the captivity, be added by way of accommodation to 
the ſtate of affairs at that time, and yet the original deſign 
of the pſalm be as ſpecified in the title? Or as Peters ob- 
ſerves, © That the pſalms have paſſed through more than 
one edition, and have been altered and adapted to a new 
« occaſion is what may be colleded from comparing the 
* pſalm itſelf with the title. In particular, this confeſſedly 
* a pſalm of David, and ſo entitled has a prayer at the 
* concluſion, that does not ſeem very reconcileable with 
the circumſtances of things in David's time, but ſuits the 
* Fervs in their captivity ; and therefore was probably 
* added at this time, to make this penitential pſalm of 
David's more uſeful to them, by annexing this ſhort 
prayer for their return and the rebuilding of Jeruſalem, 
in the two laſt verfes— Be faveurable, &c. Theſe alte- 
* rations or additions are all along ſuppoſed made by per- 
* ſons duly qualified for it, wiz. prophets or inſpired per- 
* ſons: of whom they ſeldom wanted one at leaſt, in 
* every king's reign. And in the captivity they had 
' Ezekial, Daniel, Eſdras; as after the captivity, Haggai, 
* Zechariah, Malachi,” Crit. Dif. p. 334. 
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f 6 sau 
that ordereth his ſacrifice, the religious gra- 1. 23. 
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150 A PARAFPHRASH on the 
Ster. 40. ( ſome meaſure actually does 
N do it, ſhall ever find pro- 
jar tection and bleſſing from 

's e'Gog” 


TRAIL LY. SECT. ul 


Mercy implored. Sin humbly acknowledged. Truth 
and ſincerity of repentance profeſſed : and de- 
clared more acceptable than ſacrifice. Zion and 
Jeruſalem interceded for with engagements 10 

er the ſacrifices of righteouſneſs. Directed to 
the maſter of muſick, a pſalm of David, when the 

47 ophet Nathan had waited upon to admoniſb 

Dim, on account of his adultery with Bath-ſheba, 


PS ALM li. 1. PSAL M li. 1. 
Sxer. 41. NDER the deepeſt _ _ 
— ſenſe of my own guilt Cad. — 


* *ALM and miſery 1 addreſs and thy loving kindne6: 
oy humbly beſeech thee, moſt according unto the 
— Gop and h father, 9 be 
correſpondent to thy un- 
deſerved and extraordinary 3 —_ 
benignity to have mercy up- . 
on me: agreeably to thy 
multiplied expreſſions and 
moſt exquiſite feelings of pity 
and tenderneſs, wipe away 
the ſtains, and be reconciled 
to me notwithſtanding the 
aggravations of my known 
A revolt from thee, and wilful 
diſobedience of thy laws. 


| As 
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eWaſhmethrough- As fullers do with gar- Secr: 4, 


ly from mine ini- 
quities, and cleanſe 
me from my fin, 


ments to give them à ſpotleſs 


do thou apply to me what- 
ever plenty and variety of 
expedients thou approvelt to 
purify me from moral pol- 
lutions; from direct contra- 
dictions to the plaineſt ſug- 
geſtions of duty and virtue: 
as the prieſt to cleanſed lepets, 
do thou upon my return to 
obedience pronqunce me 


clear from the penal conſe- 


quences of my moſt groſs 
crror. 5 
For I u acknow- For I am far from denyi 
ledge my tranſgreſ- or ever _— in 1600 — : 
fions: and my m is | Fung to con 
ever before me. | L + , | or 


v The following lines ſeem elegantly to expreſs the 
plalmiſt's caſe, and may not be diſagreable to the poetick 


reader: 


—— "Tis ever thus 1 
With noble minds, if chance they ſlidę to folly 
Remorſe ſtings deeper, and relentleſs conſcience 
Pours more of gall into the bitter cup 
Of their ſevere repentance, 


In the corrupted currents of this world, 

Offence's gilded hand may ſhove by juſtice ; 

And oft tis ſeen, the wicked prize it ſelf 

Buys out the law: but tis not ſo above; 

There is no ſhuffling : there the action lies 

In its true nature; and we ourſelves compelled 
To give in evidence. What then? What reſts? 
Try what repentance can! What can it not? 
Bow ſtubborn knees; and heart with ſtripgs of ſteel 
Be ſoft as finews of the new. horn babe: | 


The 


cleanneſs, moſt holy Gon, bs * 
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ster. 41. or palliate my wilful prevari- 
cation with and vile tranſ- 


AL 


li. 3. 


greſſion of Gop's moſt righ- 
teous laws: and if 1 was in 


the leaſt inclined to do it, 


yet the conſcious guilt would 


flaſh confuſion into my face; 
for the reflections of inward 


bitter compunction, like an 
executioner or relentleſs fury, 


never, not for one ſingle 
moment leave me. 


4 What I am in the higheſt 


degree concerned for, and 


cannot but tremble to think 
of 1s, QGop, that I have pre- 


ſumptuouſly violated thy will 
and law; and committed this 


great wickedneſs in thy pre- 


ſence, in deſpite of thy threat- 


nings, and at the expenſe 
and forfeiture of thy favour; 


whence likewiſe thy inva- 


luable intereſt of trith and 
virtue will ſuffer: I freely 


declare this, and that I am 


heartily willing to make- all 
the atonement. of a publick 
confeſſion or any thing elſe in 
my power, that thou mayeſt 
be acknowledged to be Juſt 


4. Againſt thee 
only have I ſinned, 
and done his evil in 
thy fight: that thou 


migbteſt be juſtified 


when thou ſpeakel}, 
and be clear when 
thou judgeſt. 


The LXX. render v:znons overcome, i.e. as Budden: and 


Stephens obſerve the word fignifies in judgment as well as 
battle, N2} being a forenſick term and denoting a judicial 


acquittance. Some interpret that being a king he could 
not be ſubjected to any human tribunal, yet when the affair 


came to be debated before God he was certain to be caſt, 


Dok of PS ALMS. 
and good in all that thou Ster. 
haſt expreſſed concerning 
me; and fully vindicated it 
ever men ſhould be tempted 
to call in queſtion the rea- 
ſonableneſs and equity of thy 


* 


proceeding with me. 
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3 
Ar. 


Ps ALA 


li. 4 


5. Behold, I was It is very certain, as if 5 


ſhapen in iniquity: crimes and infamy had given 
_ oy —— me birth and I had been a 
me. ſon of fornication, or the very 
ſeeds of my generation had 
been corrupted, that my error 
is of the fouleſt moſt enor- 
mous kind; and my treſpaſs 
indignity to human nature, 


6. Behold, thou 
dad parts and ver Evident, and what my 
in the hidden part puniſhment fully convinces 
thou ſhalt make me me of, that thou haſt: 'Thath- 


to know wiſdom. man upright, and expecteſt 


him to maintain his integrity: 
that thou art not contented 
with a ſuperficial appearance 

of goodneſs: thou loveſt truth 
and ſincerity in the bottom 
of the heart; this thou art 
ö 311 NOW 


* Literally as Edwards | obſerves, warmed me; i. e. 
cheriſhed or nurſed me after I was born. He was I liner 
from the womb, an idiom in ſeveral languages with ſome 
ſmall variation in the form of expreſſion for a great finner 
or a very bad man who had contracted exceeding evil 
habits: as being ſeparated from the womb denqtes a good 
and virtuous one. Some part of the paraphraſe of the 
next ver, is taken from Mudge. Truth in the inward parts, 
le. an hearty ſincere obedience both of the actions and 
the affections and thoughts. But ſome underſtand the 
5 ver. as an extenuation, as if he had ſaid; I am only a 
mortal man born of a woman. 


t is on the other hand 6 


* 


4 


75 1 k 
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Ster. 41. now teaching me, and thy cor- 
8 rections plainly tend to give 
" & ung me a right underſtanding of 
things, and to work it deep 
into my mind. 
7 As ceremonial uncleanneſſes _. 7: 7 Purge ne 
* with hyſſop, and J 
according to the law are puri- ſnall be clean: wa 
fied with ſacred ſprinklings, me, and I ſhall be 
ſo do thou lead me by the whiter than ſnow. 
conſiderations of religion to 
rectify and make all poſſible 
amends for my moral defile- 
ment; then ſhall I be exempt 
from the puniſhment of it: 
by the ſtrongeſt convictions 
of the ſupreme excellence of 
virtue and piety free my mind 
from all diſpoſitions or in- 
clinations to what is evil and 
criminal; then ſhall I acquire 
a moral rectitude and purity, 
e like 
7 By a very pertinent and ſtriking image, the pſalmil 
is ſuppoſed to be comparing his condition to that of a leper 
-under the law. But is it not a miſtake, to ſuppoſe that the 
ceremonies alluded to eleanſed from moral pollation; or 
that any thing but repentance was ever allowed to atone 
for this kind of guilt? At leaft adultery murder and idola- 
try do not ſeem to have been in the number of crimes, for 


— — 


which the law made any proviſion of atonement. Hy/o a 
is ſaid to be an herb which grows in great plenty on the G 
mountains near Feru/alem ;. of a bitter taſte, but ſweetened ri, 
with honey was commonly eaten. It was tyed to a cedar- n 


ſtick with a ſcarlet twine, and uſed in the ſacred ſprink- 
lings of water and blood. The ſponge is ſuppoſed to have 
been tyed about a bunch of it for our Lord upon the eros 
that with the vinegar he might ſuck the bitterneſs of the 
Hy/op..vid. Cel. Hierob. Part. I. p. 407. Hiller. Hieropht. 

Part. II. p. 45. Numb. xix. 19. Lev. xiv. 7. 16. 27-5 
Guſſet . P- 248, 


Book of PSALMS, 
like the moſt perfect white- Secr. 41. 
— 


8. Make me to 
hear joy and glad- 
neſs: that the bones 


ie «which thou haſt 

[ broken may rejoice, 

I 

be 

9. Hide thy face 

from my fins; and 
blot out all mine 1n1- 
quities. 

niſt 

per 

the 

Ok 

one 

bla | 

for 10. Create in me 

r/ſop a clean heart, O 

the God; and renew a 


ned right ſpirit within 
dar- me. 


neſs of new - fallen ſnow. 


Favour me with ſuch mef. li 


ſages of peace and tokens of 
mercy, as may recover my 
— ſorrowing ſpirit to 
a placid chearful ſtate : grant 
that my enervated feeble 
heart may retrieve its former 
ſtrength and vigour ; which, 
like being ſtretched upon a 
croſs ſtoned or rebels-beaten 
lying under thy diſpleaſure 
has exhauſted. 


My errors cannot but al- 9 


ways remain open to thine 
Omniſcience, but do not 
ſtrictly animadvert upon nor 
according to the laws of 
rigorous juſtice puniſh them: 
as to any future judgment 


and ſentence of condemna- 


tion for my palt evil courſes 
as it were, eraſe them out of 
thy eternal records; never 
hereafter cite them to my 
ſhame and confuſion. 
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P(sarM 
7, 8. 


Once I acted ſteadily up 16 


to the rules which nature and 
reaſon diftate; my heart was 
clear from all inordinate cor- 
rupt affections; and my ſpirit 
and temper fixed andiconſtant 
as 'to the future prevailing 


regard of truth and virtue: 


at preſent 1 am truly like a 
ſpoiled 
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PsALN 


l. 10. 


' | A PARAPHRASE on” the 
Sxer. 41. ſpoiled production or demo- 


iſhed building: and humbly 


beg, Gracious Gop, that by 


the reeſtabliſhment of reaſon 
conſcience - and good moral 
principles, within me, thou 
wilt as it were new create, 
reſtore and confirm me in 
thy faith and fear, | 
However deſerved and juſt 
thine indignation is, yet do 
not in this ruinous condition 
utterly depart from and a- 
bandon me: withdraw not 
thoſe uſual ordinary means 
and influences of thy ſpirit 
and power, whereby thou art 


-graciouſly pleaſed to ſupport 
and enable men to attain or 


preſerve the purity and holi- 


neſs of their minds and lives. 


12 Recal to my uneaſy breaſt 


that pleaſing hope I once poſ- 


ſeſſed of thy ready help in 
times of greateſt danger: and 


from this ſervile abject ſtate 
] have reduced myſelf to, 


| raiſe me to a juſt ſenſe of 
liberty and generoſity ; keep 
me unalterably firm and ſtea- 
dy to the future practice of 
-virtue and piety. 


Then it will be in my 


power, from, my own happy 
experience of thy lenity and 
boundleſs mercy, and it will 


be 


11. Caſt me not 
away from thy pre- 
ſence; and take not 
thy holy ſpirit from 
me. 


12. Reſtore unto 
me the joy of thy 
ſalvation: and up- 
hold me vun thy 
free ſpirit. 


13. Then will | 
teach tranſgreſlors 
thy ways, and fin- 
ners ſhall be con- 
verted unto thee. 


Boot of PSA LMS. | 


14. Deliver me 
from * blood-guilti- 
neſs, O God, thou 
God of my ſalva- 
tion: and my tongue 
hall fing aloud of 
thy righteouſneſs. 


15. OLoxd, open 


thou my lips, and 
my mouth ſhall ſhew 


be my higheſt pleaſure to 
encourage thoſe who have 
moſt: criminally departed 
from them to return to the 
obedience of thy command- 
ments: and I do flatter my- 
ſelf that my endeavours this 
way ſhall not be in vain, but 
by ſo extraordinary an in- 
ſtance, numbers of the fooliſh 
and diſobedient ſhall be actu- 
ally reclaimed, and brought 
to the wiſdom of the juſt, 
With an heart full of con- 
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— 


Ps ALM 


li. de ..4 


14 


trition for it, I implore the 


forgiveneſs. of - the moſt a- 
trocious of offences, which 


in ſtrictneſs deſerves a capital 


puniſhment, which cries out 


for vengeance, moſt juſt 


 Gop, my only refuge, my 


ſole deliverer and redeemer: 
and I ſhall never think I can 
ſufficiently celebrate thy ex- 
treme goodneſs thy infinite 
moneys... <=: 

General prevailing re- 
proaches muſt have ſhut the 
mouth of ſuch an horrid tranſ- 
greſſor; and eſpecially the 


conſciouſneſs that I have de- 


ſerved them, impoſed a pro- 
found 


2 Mudge interprets bJood-guiltineſs, as has been before ob- 


ſerved, not blood ſpilt, but that debt of blood, whereby a 


man is rendered «v0 G,, obnoxious to the puniſh- 
ment of death, i. e. any capital crime, ſuch as adultery. 


15 


— — 
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Seer. 41. found ſilence upon me, with 
_— to all religious pro- 
u. 3 feſſions and ſolemnities: but 
5 . 
by fully pardoning my fin 
do thou enable me again to 
open my lips without ſuch 
confuſion ; and as from an 
eminent ſituation with an ex- 
alred voice my mouth ſhall 
tell the news to thy glory, 
and openly avow the injured 
but important intereſt of re- 
ligious gratitude and religious 
virtuous obedience. 
16 For in the way of commu- 16. For thou de. 
ration for fins, or in cor ieee ſaci 
pariſon with moral goodneſs, thou delighteſt nc 
fidelity and virtue, thou de- in burnt offering, 
Hreſt not ſacrifice; otherwiſe | 


II OO as 


I would readily preſent at W 
thine altar the richeſt - obla- b 
tions: thou wilt ſhew no 1 
favour on account of burut- in 
offerings ;z they do not, ab- of 
ſtractly conſidered, at all re- 5 
commend to thine acceptance. 

nor are the conditions of thy 

mercy. 5 | 


17 The moſt acceptable and 5 . 3 
Wa * . | 0 OD area bro 
availing ſacrifices with an ſpirit: a broken a 


holy and good Gop are, Aa contrite heart, 0 
"wherever there have been Gov, thou wilt nat 


offences and treſpaſſes, a deſpiſe. 
grieved and humbled ſpirit: 
a broken and truly penitent 
heart that appears in future 

| regula- 


fice, 


Book of PSALMS. 


18. Do te 
thy good ure 
= , build 
thou the 'walls of 
Jeruſalem. 


wilt not delpile, or refuſe 1. 


thy kind regard to. 


Allow me further from 18 


real publick ſpirit to offer up 
a prayer, for the common in- 
tereſt and welfare of the ſtate 
and nation, which may have 


ſuffered through my great 


19. Then ſhalt 
thou be pleaſed 
with the ſacrifices of 


righteouſneſs, with 


burnt-offering and 
whole burnt-offer- 
ing: then ſhall they 
offer bullocks upon 
thine altar, 


miſtakes; — humbly be- 
ſeech thee out of thine ever- 


laſting benignity to be fa- 


vourable unto Zion; and con- 
tinually promote the ſtrength, 
honour and Proſ perity of 
Jeruſalem, 


Then agreeably td thine rg 


own inſtitutions, and to thine 
entire approbation, thy pco- 
ple's publick devotions ſhall 
be performed with pious 
thankful hearts, and 'accom- 
Panied with evra _ vir- 
tuous lives. 


f 
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. PSALM LU. SECT. XL. 


A particular charafer o " the bigheſt pitch of 
. deſcribed. Evil and miſchief the re. 
| f the good Creator. When contrived 

| booked; in, and the whole employ of the tongue to 

; 2 it, certain to be dune The riphteous 
triumph in this puniſhment... The autbaf proſ- 
perous and oh pau Directed to the muſick- 
maſter to the tune Maſchil, an ode or Pſalm of 
David, . when Doeg the Edomite informed 
Saul, that David was to be 1 5 in the houj: 


A Ahimelech. 
* a PSALM Iü. I. Ps ALM lii. 1. 
HY do you puff your- HY boaſteſ 
{el op rigen glory in miſchief Omg. 


m. 1. or rave with focliſn conceit, . man? the good- 
O ungodly cruel tyrant, that neſs of God endure! 


you have committed the groſ- continually. * 
ſeſt wickedneſs, and done the | 0 
eſt miſchief and vio- 22 dong 


lence? your ſavage proceed- 
ings are diametrically oppo- 
ſite to the divine nature, 
neither can they ſet aſide his 
deſigns, who delights to do 


good and ſhew mercy ; and | 
will preſerve me from falling vi 
into the hands of ſuch horrid for e 
inhumanity. 


2 Your tongue indeed in- 3 ys 
forms of the trouble and jike 2 Qharp razor I cenſo 


ſorrow you have invented vorking deceitfully: I 5:14: 
and performed againſt others: the fi 
| like V. 


5 
17.07 
lly, 
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to execute the vileſt ſchemes 


3. Thou loveſt 
eril more than good, 
and lying rather 
than to ſpeak righ- 
teouſneſs. Selah. 


4. Thou loveſt 
all devouring words, 
0 thou deceitful 
tongue. 


5. God ſhall like- 
wile « deſtroy thee 
for ever, he ſhall 

take 


like one of the moſt dan- Secr. 42. 
gerous inſtruments whetted = 
to the keeneſt edge, it ſerves j;; 2. 
in the moſt perfidious ſubtle 
manner. 3 

Which is to the laſt degree 3 
infamous, when both are in 
your power and at your 
option; it is very evident 
that in a compariſon 1 
give the 8 to afflict- 
ing and diſtreſſing your 
fellow creatures rather than 
promoting their welfare and 
happineſs: and dealing in 
falſehood and deceiving rather 
than ſpeaking conformably to 
the rules of truth, equity and 
benevolence. 
It is your higheſt pleaſure 4 
upon every occaſion to ſay 
things that are likely to ſwal- 
low up thoſe of whom they 
are ſpoken in unavoidable 
ruin and deſtruction; I have 
no patience with thee, O thou 
moſt inſidious poiſonous kil- 
ling tongue, s 

If you expect to eſcape al- 3 
ways with impunity you ſhall 

| Le 


This ig interpreted of the Hammatla, eccleſiaſtical 
cenſore or higheſt degtee of excommunication among the 
Jecot, by which their Nabbis not only underſtand death for 
ne ſinner bimſelf to ſuffer, but exciſion by the hind of 


Vol. III. M | heaven 
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Secr, 42. be greatly deceived z as you take thee away, and 


PSALM 


Iii. 5. 


vou: as a quantity of fire 


of your habitation: as à tree 


6 The righteous and merci- 5. The righteo» 


this providence, as it is na- at him. 
turally calculated, to confirm 


+ Pointing directly at you, 


obſerve - in the dreadful end but truſted in , . 
of this carnal ungodly man abundance of : 8 
learn the ſad cauſe of . his riches, and ſtrengt . 1 | 


heaven to which he is hereby delivered up, and his poſe 
rity likewiſe to be entirely extirpated. By dwelling pla 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


have meted to others Gop po 5 _ of 

k . welling-place, 
will meaſure to you again: as „nꝗ root thee oute 
you have extirpated thetri,' thelandoftheliving 


Gop ſhall totally deſtroy Selah. | 


from the hearth he ſhall carry. 
you off; and force' you 'out 


is plucked up by the roots, 
he ſhall utterly eradicate, ex- 
tinguiſh, aboliſh you; with all 
memorials of or family be- 
longing to ſuch a ſon of 
perdition and traitor to hu- 
manity. F: | 


882 8 4y—. 


To ae” +" alſo ſhall ſee, and 
ful ſhall obſerve and improve fear, and ſhall lu 


them in the regard of Gop and 
virtue: the fear of any way 
offending the ſupreme ma- 
jeſty; and the contempt and 
abhorrence of all ſuch perſons 


nd proceedings. 
* 5 rom S 7. Lo, this i ie 
man that made na the 


they ſhall very pertmently God bis ftrengtd 


ened himſelf in U ;; 
down- wickedneſs. ns 


they render place of the ark and God's preſence, or t the 
tabernacle : but ſome underſtand by it memorial or man! ling 
100; 


mental inſcription. ths 
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and downfal; and moreover whatSecr. 42. 
of will ' ſooner or later be the N 
” certain fate of every man that M. 7. s 
is conſiders not the Almighty © 


8. But I am like 

a green b olive-tree 
inthe houſe of God: 
I truſt in the mercy 
of God: for ever 

te00; and ever. 

| and | 

laups 


ii the 


9. I will praiſe 
thee for ever, be- 
cauſe thou haſt done 
it: and I will wait 
on thy name, for zt 
is goed before thy 
ſaints, 


roof. 


as his grand dependance: 
but who places all his con- 


fidence in ſecular power and 


the multitude of riches; and 


who hereby determineth his 


mind to and eſtabliſheth his 
pate in the moſt obſtinate 


miſchievous wickedneſs. 


I never acted under the 8 


influence of theſe impious 
herrid- maxims; nor am I in 
theſe wretched circumſtan- 
ces; like a growing flou- 
riſhing olive-tree in the 
courts of the temple, 1 ſtand, 


improve, and proſper upon 


the foundation of true re- 
ligion: the ſole object of my 
conſtant and perpetual re- 
liance is the bounty and good- 
neſs of an unchangeable and 
everlaſting IEHOvAH. 


And as in remarkable in- 9 


ſtances of exterminating de- 
ferved vengeance, ſo on all 
occaſions will I yield my 
ready teſtimony to the diſ- 
plays of thy providence; and 

5 0 whoever 


b 'Tis ſaid, ſuch trees were planted and flouriſbed in 
the courts of the tabernacle before the ſanctuary; or 
ſingle trees ſtood in that part of the temple which had no 
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Ster. 42. whoever are the inſtruments 


PAL 
li. 9. 


declare aſtoniſhing events to 
be thy diſpenſations. In every 
emergency it is farther mine 
unaltered purpoſe, by the ob- 
ſervance of thy laws to expect 


thy effectual ſuccours: this 


appears perfectly conform- 
able to the rules of true re- 
ligion, and what wiſe and 


good people in all ages have 


Ster. 42. 


Ps ALM 
liii. 1. 


experienced to iſſue in their 


ſafety and entire ſatisfaction. 


PS AL M' LIE 


Degeneracy of the times. Surprizes and defeats 
the conſequence. Reſtoration of Iſrael to their 
own country prayed for. A pſalm of David, 
directed to the muſick maſter, to be performed on 
an hollow wind-inſtrument like the flute, 1o the 


tune Maſchil. 


Ps AL M Jiu. 1. 


HE wicked and im- 

penitent, plainly de- 
clares by his immoral and 
diſorderly practices the ex- 
tinction as to his mind of all 
virtuous principles, the cer- 
tain eraſement of all religious 
impreſſions: Or, Almighty 
Gop and his providence have 
no proper import or meaning 
with him that can determine 


his 


PS ALM liii. 1. 


HE fool hath 
ſaid in his 
heart, ere is no 
God; corrupt are 
they, and have done 
abominable iniqui- 
ty : there is none that 
doeth good. 


Book of PSA LMS. 


2. God looked 
down from heaven 
upon the children of 
men, to ſee if there 
were any that did 
underſtand, that did 
ſeek God. 


3. Every one of 
them is gone back, 
they are altogether 
become filthy; there 
15 none that doeth 
good, no not one. 


his hopes or excite his fears. Secr. 42. 
Underſtanding and wiſdom SY 


in ſuch wretches are nothing 
but artifice and ' cunning: 
their craft is alſo malicious 
treacherous and execrable: 
which is moſt lamentable of 
all, their numbers ſo increaſe 
that there is hardly any left 
that will or dare appear in 
favour of virtue, and act 
openly and honeſtlx. 

That an exact eſtimate : 
might be taken, and judg- 
ments not promiſcuouſly fall 
on good and evil, [ſpeaking 
after the manner of men] the 
all- knowing and moſt high 
Go p, looked down from 
heaven to obſerve what is 
done upon earth; and to 
govern his providence with 
a friendly care of them, if 
there were any to be found 
that behaved wiſely, truſted 
in his protection and endea- 
voured to obtain his favour 
by ſtudying and obeying his 
precepts. af | 

Even in the divine moſt 3 
candid and merciful judg- 
ment, there appears a general 
revolt from the laws of truth 
and virtue, a prevailing de- 
generacy and corruption of 
manners: there 1s truly ſcarce 
2M 3 an 


xlvi. 10. 
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Secr. 42. an individual that cares to 
wA— retain a due ſenſe of what is 


Ps ALM 
Lii. 3. 


fitting, or ſhews the leaſt 
regard to the piety or equity 
of his courſes or practices: it 
would be extremely difficult 
to point out one among them 
all that does. | 


4 Wich the ſtricteſt aer 


and propriety the queſtion 
may be put, — Do ſuch in- 
corrigible ſtupid ſinners, who 
in a direct contradiftion to 
any good or happineſs are in- 
ceſſantly labouring to pro- 
mote all poſſible miſery and 
diſtraction, underſtand any 
thing, think with reaſon or 
feel with conſciouſneſs? who 
no more ſcruple to devour 
my people than to eat bread; 
neither do they make any 
retences to nor are under any 
reſtraints of moral righteouſ- 
neſs or true religion. 
The natural conſequence 
of ſuch diſſolute and aban- 
doned tempers and actions is 
a moſt daſtardly cowardice 


in danger: indeed it abun- 


dantly appeared in their un- 
eaſy 8 and moſt ter- 
rible apprehenſions where 
there was no external cauſe 
nor viſible danger: for it was 
not owing to any human 

means, 


„ 


4. Have the work. 
ers of iniquity no 
knowledge? whoeat 
up my people, « 
they eat bread: they 
have not called up- 
on won | 


5. There were 
they in great fear, 
where no fear was: 
for God hath ſcat- 
tered the bones of 
him that encampeth 
againſi thee, thou 
haſt put rem to 
ſhame, becauſe God 
hath deſpiſed them. 


Book of PSALMS, 


means, but unaccountable Szcr. 42. 


6. O that the ſal- 
vation of Iſrael were 
come out of Zion! 
when God bringeth 
back the captivity 
of his people, Jacob 
ſhall rejoice and Iſ- 


| Fael ſhall be glad. 


panich fears; and an eſpecial 


interpoſition of divine pro- j; 


vidence that their forces diſ- 
petſed, or covered the ground 
with ſlaughtered heaps, when 
they had encamped for a 


ſiege, or were formed for an 


engagement againſt his peo- 
ple: the ſole reaſon why you 
are victorious, is becauſe they 
have diſhonoured and inſulted 
Almighty Go p, therefore 
hath he defeated, and expoſed 
them as objects of his entire 
contempt and abhorrence. 


It were moſt ardently to 6 


be wiſhed, and in due time 
we hope ſhall be effected, 
that a compleat deliverance 
by the Gop of Zion ſhall be 
wrought for Jrael; a reverſe 
put upon our preſent ſtate 
of calamities and ſufferings ; 
and our unſettled exiled peo- 
ple be brought back from a 
moſt tedious captivity to 
their own country: then in- 
deed in the moſt expreſſive 
geftures the deſcendants of 
Jacob ſhall ſhew gladneſs, 
and all the tribes of Jrael 
exceedingly rejoice. | 
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| A PARAPHRASE on the 


PSALM Lv. 


The Almighty addreſſed for ſuccour. The diſtre(; 
the effett of inhoſpitality and tyranny. Hit 


hope and truſt 


that Providence would protes 
him and recompence his eremies. 


gratitude, and aſſurance of an opportunity ſpee- 
dily of expreſſing it. Committed to the maſter 
ef the ſtringed inſtruments of muſick to be per- 
formed to the tune Maſchil. A pſalm of David, 
when the inhabitants of Ziph, where he con. 
cealed himſelf, informed of, and would have be. 
trayed him into the hands of Saul. 1 Sam. 


4 ” 


XXlii. 15. 19. 


£4.49 ic hiv, I... 
SECT. 42, B Y thine honour and diſ- 
— tinguiſhed titles, O Al- 
mighty Being, thine abſolute 
dominion and ſupreme per- 
tection I beſeech thee to de- 
liver me from the preſent ex- 
tremity of danger; and pre- 
ſerve and defend me by thy 
ſuperior invincible power 

from the greateſt injuries. 
2 O moſt juſt Gop regard 
my ſupplications for obtain- 
ing plain right: my terms 


PSsALM 
liv. 1. 


are expreſs, my neceſſity ma- 


nifeſt, and my manner moſt 
urgent, lend a gracious ear. 
3 For ſtrangers who were 
thruſt outof their native coun- 
try, barbarians Who are de- 
1 1 


PSA LN Lv. 1. 
AVE me, 0 
God, by thy 
name, and judge me 
by thy ſtrength. 


2. Hear my prayer, 
O God; give ears 
to the words of my 
mouth. 


3 For ftrangers 
are riſen up againſt 
me, and opprefſiors 
ſeek after my ſou]; 

"7 


Promiſes of 


© Dc 


5 8 2 
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they have not ſer ſtitute of all worth and com- Ster. 42. 
God before them. mon humanity, ſtand up as 


PSALM © 
liv. 3. 85 


Selah, evidences and enemies againft 


; me; tyrants and ſcourges to 
x mankind for their exattions 
and oppreſſions findy to kill 
7 me; they are as utterly deſti-· 
. tute of all conſcience and re- 
5 ligious reverence feſpecting 
- an Infinite Being, as if no 
, | F ſuch” Being exiſted. 
: | 4-Behold, God i- However der cha in 4 
. wie helper: the unavoidable, from ſuperior 
N ſtrength and an inveterate 
malignity in my enemies, my 
ruin may ſeem to be; yet I 
N aa very certain from the di- 
0 . vine aſſurance given me to 
hy 25 the contrary, that they ſhall 
me never be able to effect it; 
385 for verily the Omnipotent 
God is mine helper: the ſu- 
preme ruler is my ſupport, 
and there can be no fear but 
my life ſhall be preſerved. 
5. He ſhall reward They have more reaſonable 
5 Fer- ground of terrible apprehen- 
yer, in thy dunn. ſions; and in the iſſuè a moſt 
righteous Gop ſhall doubt- 


ears 


my 3685 + -+ + -N 


© With them that uphold, uſual form of BN for 
an upholder or ſupporter. 1 hus Jepbiba tells his daugh- 
ter, thou art among or with the troublers of me, i. e. in 
an high degree haſt troubled or grieved me, Judg. xi. 35. 
Tam with the laft, i. e ] am the laſt, Jai. xli. 4. He/ xi. 4. 
P/al. Iv. 18. Ixix 26. In the Greek ſtyle the ſame idiom 
pecurs and ena re he bgnifies only to be rich. 


oe] 


170. 


Ani. 12. 
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2" A PARAPHRASE en the 
| Seer. 42. leſs bring that miſchie 


P dbeir Lac 


f upon, 
heads which they 

ad marked me out for: as 
is agreeable to thy own truth 
and faithfulneſs, and their, 
wretched demerit, do thou 
entirely'. ſuppreſs them; let 


thy judgments overtake and 
extirpate them. 


My facrifices and free-will 
Gerte, ſhall Hl age 
happy qccaſion: my publick 
acknowledgments aſcribe. all 
poſſible dignity and glory to 
thy. power and goodneſs, for 


they will moſt richly deferve 


the higheſt everlaſting praiſes. 


,  . Eſpecially am I laid under 


obligations to the greateſt 
thankfulneſs for this deliver- 
ance, becauſe it will be a 
moſt complete one: when 1 
am favoured therewith, not 
only preſent perplexities ſhall 
entirely ceaſe, but all future 


apprehenſions vaniſh : and 


whatever can juſtly be deſired 
as to the due chaſtiſement of 
my enemies, rather diſabling 
them from being further 
troubleſome, ſhall appear in 
this extraordinary diſpenſa- 
tion to be fully vouchſafed 
me. 


6. I will freely 
ſacrifice unto thee; 
I will praiſe thy 
name, O Los, for 
it is good. 


7, For he hath 
delivered me out of 
all trouble; and mine 
eye hath ſeen i 
defire upon mine 
enemies. 


9 coo wo 
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PSALM LV. SECT. XLAIL 


Aſſiſtance implored i in a | rain truly pathatick and 
full of lamentation. Popular diſturbances, and 
the perfidy and treachery of a. favourite com- 
plained of. Their correction and ſuppreſſion ſo- 
licited and bis own tranquillity and ſafety. Di- 
rected to the muſicł maſter, to be performed on 
the harp to the tune Maſchil. 4 pſalin or 
ſong of David. The IE as is bali 
Abſalom's rebellion. 


PSAL M Iv. r. 


IVE ear to my 
prayer, O God: 


and hide not thyſelf 


from my ſupplica- 
tion. 


2. Attend unto 
me, and hear me: 
1 « mourn in my 
complaint,and make 
2 ® noiſe. 


PSALM 1 1. 
OD and father of all, Szcr. 43. 
- whoſe: ſuccour under Pati 
affliction all naturally ſeek 1, 8 
for, do not in thy diſpen- 
ſations appear deaf to my 
humble and earneſt petitions: 
nor, thou my only refuge 
unaffected with, unconcerned 
about my diſtreſſes moſt pa- 
therically laid before thee. 
Diſpoſe thy good mind to 2 
a cloſe attention, and thy 
gracious providence to a rea- 
dy anſwer, ſuch as is corre- 
ſpondent to thy wiſdom and 
my peculiar requeſts and ne- 
| cCeſſities: 


a Mourn, Mudge renders while'I weep from 1 which 
ſometimes ſignifies dropping with tears. | 
d The radix is applied to the noiſe and rage of Baccha- 


nals, Zech. ix. 15. 


Waves of the ſea. Jer. v. 22. An 


invading enemy. Jer. vi. 23. The roaripg of a bear. Vai. 
bx, The howling of a dog: P/al. tix. 6. 


$52 A PARAPHRASE on the 


'Sxcr. 43. ceſſities: ſo enlarged and in- 
wx flexible are my troubles and 
Ps aLM ”- . 
tv. 2. miſeries that I cannot but in- 
dulge complaint, expatiate in 
remonftrating, and through 
the bittereſt anguiſh impor- 
tune, beſeech, cry out aloud 
for hip.” 
3 There is real viſible ground 3. Becauſe of the 
for an extreme uneaſineſs a- yeree of = 2 
riſing from the vile calum- region of the . 
nies, menacing language, and ed: for they caſt 
thundering declarations of iniquity upon me, 
the enemy; who as an hungry _ 2 they 
Hon roaring after his prey, : ; 
© threaten every thing dear to 
me: from tyrants and reſt- 
leſs troublers of mankind, 
who as a cart is loaded with 
ſheaves of harveſt, weigh me 
down with the heavieſt op- 
preſſions and afflictions: they 
are induſtrious to load me 
with falſe accuſations and 
faſten on me the moſt horrid 
charges: their oppoſition and 
perſecution proves a violent 
indignation and an impla- 
cable malice and hatred. 
4 Like che travel pains , 4 My bens 1. 


FE . ſore pained withia 
of a woman in a moſt dif- me: and the terrors 


1 — — 9 


ficult labour, ſuch is the of death are fallen Len 
anguiſh and horror of my upon me. 

trembling heart: neither do 

my dangers ſeem to come 

much ſhort of his who is con- 

flicting with the agonies of 

| death, 


„* 


is 
hin 
"ors 
len 


5. Fearfulneſs and 
trembling are come 
upon me, and hor- 
rour hath over- 
whelmed me. 


> 


* 6. And I ſaid, O 
that 1 had wings 
like a dove ! for then 
would I fly away 
and be at reſt. 


7, Lo, then would 
I wander far off, and 
remain in the wil- 
derneſs. Selah. 


Book of PS AL M3. 
death, or all over wounded Szer. 


expiring on the ground: un- 
avoidable mortality glares 
full in my face. Wy 

An unuſual conſternation 
and the moſt terrible appre- 
henſions moreover grow up- 
on me: and what ſeems to 
intimate that it will be fatal, 
the dreadful preſages in my 
troubled breaſt overpower, 
confound, quite unman me. 

Under theſe diſmal clouds, 6 
eſpecially this diſſipation of 
ſpirit, 1 have truly reflected 
and declared ; — how gladly 
ſhould I now exchange the 
higheſt envied ſtation for a 
peaceful calm retreat! who 
will provide means for my 
eſcape from ſceptered diſquie- 
tudes and tottering thrones ! 
or who will lend the ſtrongeſt 
ſwifteſt wings, that with the 
quickeſt motion of a feather- 
ed dove, I might vibrate in 
the ſky, or ſkim the air till [ 
lighted on ſome quiet habi- 
tation, ſome ſettled reſt. 

As the frighted bird flaps 7 
its pinions and ſpeeds its flight 
to the greateſt diſtance from 
danger, ſo would I haſte from 
theſe ſad ſcenes of tribulation 
and adverſity; and continue 
at leaſt while they laſted in 
3 ſome 


774 


P 
dr 


an 2 
. There ſhould be nothing 


A .PARAPHRASE on be 
Ster. 43. ſome obſcure and ſafe abode 


5 even of an inhoſpitable dreary 


deſert. 


to retard, or delay a moment 


the utmoſt expedition of my 


paſſage; ta be exempt from 
a condition of being truly re- 
ſembling the rougheſt of 
ſtorms, the driving whirl- 
wind, or the overwhelming 
hur ricane, 


9 Their numbers and mea- 


fures are ſuch, that inſtant 


extraordinary judgments, or 


a ſpirit of diſcord and infa- 
tuation can only prevent the 
fucceſs of them: Infinite 
God, as if the earth opened 
and ſwallowed them up, let 
perdition of ſome kind ſeize 
them: influence them to con- 
tradict, like the ancient Babel- 
builders, who could not un- 
derſtand, one another, in their 
conſultations to their entire 
confuſion: for I have un- 
doubted intelligence of the 
ſhocking progreſs, like the 
quickeſt poiſon, of this vio- 
lent oppoſition carrying on 
in the royal city, and the 


feenes of iniquity that are 


committed there. 


ay 


8. I would haſten 
my eſcape from the 
windy ftorm and 


tempeſt. 


- 9. Deſtroy, 0 
Lorp, ard divide 
their tongues: for [ 
have ſeen violence 
and ſtrife in the city. 


_ =” Rr . . OCR 


ſorrow are in the fecyrity; and fill all Feruſa- 

F midlt of it. lem with them that they may 
be perfectly free from danger: 
all manner of calamities and 
diſtractions are moſt ſenſibly 
felt, and actually reign uncon- 
trolled in every part of that 
facred place which ought a- 
bove all places to be pre- 

< ſerved from them. 

1 11. Wickedneſs is They are degenerated into 1: 

ce _ 1 the loweſt ſtate and bottom- 

J. part not from her leſs gulph of infatiable luſt 


10. Day and night 
they © go about it 
upon the walls there- 
of: miſchief alſo and 


ſtreets, 


12. For it was 
not an enemy that 
reproached me, then 
I could have born 


it; neither vas it 


he that hated me, 
that did magnify 
himſelf againſt me, 
then I would have 
hid myſelffrom him. 
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vices and execrable calumnies, 


neſs and ingratitude of the 


J had lived at enmity loaded 


enough painful I could have 
patiently endured it: or had 


[As de way guards fe, Sher. 1 
they ſeem to conſider the 


moſt atrocious crimes as their .“ 


and brutality: inſidious de- 


like the natural fruit of trees, 
or common traffick of a town, 
never ceaſe from her publick 
ſtreets or broadeſt ways. 
What greatly heightens 22 
my affliction is the unworthi- 


principal perſon concerned in 
it: for had one with whom 


me with reproaches, though 


| my 


e By a poetick ſtriking repreſentation, rebellion, violence 
and contention ſeem animated, made perſons of, and put 
into poſſeſhon of the city, with other combinations of 
moral ideas ſtationed as a kind of guards to defend them. 


\ 


276 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Ser. 43. my avowed enemy ſpirited 


Pam 


Iv. 12. 


up an oppoſition and tried to 

vance himſelf upon my 
downfal and ruin, I ſhould 
have been better . guarded 
againſt his deſigns, and kept 
my affairs ſecret from his 
knowledge. | 
13 Buttheriſk is much great- 

er and the conſequences are 

likely to be terrible when I 

point to the perſon, for it was 

thou thyſelf, a man of weight 

and influence, that filledſt the 

higheſt department, my mi- 

nitter of ſtate, and mine inti- 

mate friend. | 
14 No two could be more 
ſtrongly connected, nor more 
entirely confide in each other: 
as a member of my privy 
council we joined in con- 
certing all publick meaſures; 
and perfect harmony in the 
ſolemnities of religion ſeemed 
to fix the ſacred tie of en- 
tire friendſhip; for from time 
to time we joined the great 
congregation in their expe- 
ditious march to the bleſſed 
tabernacle, with united hearts 


and hands to perform before 
an 


13. But it wes 
thou, a man, mine 
equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance, 


14. We took 
ſweet counſel to- 
gether, and d walked 
unto the houſe of 
God in company. 


4 Some render, aue joined ourſelves together to the aſſembly. 
we walked, &c. As the Rabbis obicrve, they went in halle 
to the ſynagogue, but returned leizurely, 
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an All- diſcerning Gop one Sacr. 43. 
and the ſame offices of de- 82 


votion. 39425 

15. * Let death Such diſſembling hypo- 
— them, ang criſy with Gop and man is 
rol cg = clearly ſubverſive of human 
wickedneſs is in ſociety, and the guilty wretch 
their dwellings, and undeſerving of the common 
among them. benefit of living in this world : 
| like an exacting creditor let 
death ſeize upon them; to- 
tally fruſtrate their deſigns 
and from their higheſt imagi- 
nary exaltation, bring them 
down in one band or com- 
pany, like the mutinous clan 
in Moſes's days, into the low- 
eſt ſneol; for due puniſhment 
in that diſmal part of the in- 
viſible ſtate: it will be moſt 
juſt, for the moſt pernicious 
wickedneſs, like a conſtant 
inhabitant his dwelling, poſ- 


= 


O- 
ed 


e Some interpret, ler death deceive them, i. e. fruſtrate 
heit deſigns; others, forget them, i. e. let them not die a 
aura death. : | Eos 


* Quick, the radix ſignifies to live, to ſave alive, and 
1s hurry of mind or tranſport. of paſſion might be urged 
or the pſalmilt's firſt killing, then diſpatching them alive: 
IT it might be rendered — Let death arreſt them, or rather 
et them be hurried down alive both body and ſoul 'to the 
lace of puniſi ment. But the word denotes likewiſe à troop, 
mgregation family or body. of people * 2 Sam. xxiii. 11, 13; 
/al. Ixviii. 10. Ixxiv. 19. and the number or perſon havi 

een ſuddenly 1 in a body or company may perhap 
fre beſt expreſs the meaning. IR 


bly, 
halle 


Vor. III. N . 


15 


ſeſſes their hearts, and its 


8 AL 


Iv. 14. 


178 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Szcr. 43. perpetration is ever near at 
han S530 
Is. 1. The ſituation of affairs is 16. As for ne, 
extremely critical and pre- Twillcall upon O- 
carious, nevertheleſs I will 2 oy Lon» fhal BY 
not deſpair: but as what prin- ; n 
cipally concerns me, I will 
act as providence opens a way 
and implore divine ſuccour: 
neither am I without ſtrong 
hopes, that a moſt merciful 
Gop will free me from theſe 
dangers, and reſtore my liber- 
CR— | 
17 At the three uſual times 17. Evening at 
of offering up devotions will n = BD, 
I enlarge moſt copioully in and cry aloud 71 
my humble ſupplications: in he ſhall hear ny 
the anguiſh of my heart I voice. 
will cry aloud to Gop for 
help : and certainly a moſt T 
compaſſionate Being will hear A forth 
and effectually anſwer my aint 
complaining voice. 2 
18 As if a price was paid down . 13. He hatb de cen 


for them, I make myſelf per- 
fectly ſecure of life and peace, 
notwithſtanding the unna- 
tural oppoſition and moſt un- 
juſt war now carrying on to 
deſtroy me: their numbers 
and policies do not avail; the 
ſtrength of heaven is infinite- 


ly ſuperior, and abſolutely 
invincible, and that is on my 


livered my ſoul i 
peace from the bat 
tel that was again! 
me: for there wen 
many with me. 


Boot of PS AL Ns. 


19. God ſhall hear In his providential direc- Scer. 431 


— 
Ps ALM 


v. 19. 


and afflièt them, even 21 g 
. the Omnipotent Being 


Selah : becauſe they will expreſs a kind regard to 


have no 8 changes, My humble petition: and 
therefore they fear execute upon them his heavy 
not God. judgments ſo as to ſink their 
towering ambitious ſpirits : 
even that eternal Deity, who 
antecedent to all fleeting time 
fat alone and unrivalled upon 
his royal throne of glory and 
ſupremacy. They have not 
known adverſity, nor been 
exerciſed with a ſucceſſion of 
trying afflictions as I have 
been, therefore they are not 
duly concerned about the re- 
ligion of their principles, or 
the virtue and piety of their 
hearts and lives. | 


8 


13. He hath put This injurious and perfi- 20 


forth his hands a- g; | | Sol 
gainſt ſuch as be at dious man © hath directly 


ace with him: he n 
bah „broken his tempers, who had lived in 


covenant. 3 harmony 


8 Changes, ſome interpret of the mind from wickedneſs 
and obſtinacy to an happier temper, which they have none, 
but are impenitent and incorrigible ; whence it appears 
that they have no fear of God before their eyes, or con- 
lderations of religion in their mind The connection, and 
general ſignification of the original word ſeem rather to 
require it to be underſtood of changes in outward circum- 
ſances, The radix is applied to the driving of a nail, 
udp. v. 26. ſhooting of an arrow, Job xx 24. and varieties 


ud make conſtant freſh attacks, Fob x. 17. T 
b The radix ſignifies 70 break the texture of a body by 
wtrating into, or perforating the ſubſtance _ and 

rrobius 


ſtruck at perſons of pacificæx 


if aſliction that like troops of ſoldiers ſucceed one another, 


180 . A PARAPHRASE on the 
2 


Ser. 43. harmony. with him, and to 

; whom he had profeſſed an .  - 
entire regard : he hath viſibly | 
cancelled the moſt ſolemn en- 

gagements, indeed at once 

. diſſolved all obligations. : 

21 Nothing was ever ſmoother 21. The word of 
and fuller of reſpect than his mouth wee 
. moother than bu: 
Pretenſions, at the very time ter, but war worn 
that he was forming conſpira- his heart: his work 

cies, and his mind 9 —f were ſofter than oi, 
bent upon war and blood- et dere they dran 
ſhed: like fragrant ointment Words. 
or the richeſt oil, his diſcourſe 
flowed with expreſſions of 
kindneſs and tenderneſs, yet 
they were only meant to 
, conceal and render more ef- 
fectual the worſt deſigns; in- 
deed to hide daggers or drawn 

| ſwords that were ſhortly to 
be brandiſhed, and plunged 
into our naked boſoms. 

2: Only with the foreſight of 22 Caſt th 
a fallible man in ſuch in- Paden upon 6 
2 1144 . „ and he ima 
ſtances it is impoſſible to be {again thee: he ful 


guarded; but mortal frail never ſuffer the ri. 
ts creature, teous to be moved, 


” * PSALM 
Iv. 20. 


| | 'Grotius ſuppoſes not improbably the ancient cuſtom her 
| alluded to of cancelling bonds by ſtriking a nail throuy 
| - the writing, which the Apoſtle ſeems to have in his et: 
Col. ii. 14. | 
i Muage underſtands by burden what is given us fro 
God, our allotment whatever it be; he encourages hi 
ſelf and every one elſe to leave that to God. The u 
may be rendered hope, ſolicitude, burden, or the ſupply l 
avant, and ſeems to denote himſelf and his affairs. 


8 1 


rds of 

wen 
n but- 
WON 
words 
jan ol, 


drawt 


God, ſhalt bring 
them down into the 
pit of deſtruction: 
bloody and deceit- 
ful men fhall not 
live out half their 
days, but I will truſt 
in thee. 


23. But thou, O 


Book of PSALMS. 


1815 


creature, hence learn to com- Sgr. 43 


mit the ſupply of all thy de- 
ficiences to the care of divine 


wiſdom: and providence will 


doubtleſs take the charge of 
all affairs that concern thee 
to maintain and preſerve them 
in a proper condition or ſitua- 
tion: he never will ſuffer men 
of upright deſigns and vir- 
tuous characters to be diſ- 


concerted in their laudable 


endeavours, or utterly diſ- 


abled from procuring an 
honeſt livelihood. 


— — 


Ps ALM 


lv. 22. 


On the other hand, moſt 23 


juſt Gop, by a ſudden ſtroke 
of thy terrible vengeance, thou 


wilt bring down theſe un- 
godly troublers of the world, 


into that deep pit which ſhall 


ſwallow them up in complete 
and remedileſs deſtruction: 
ſuch abandoned criminals and 


perfidious traitors may be 
certain of coming to an un- 
timely end; before they have 
ſo much as divided their days, 
or half-finiſhed the uſual full 
period of this mortal life; 


but my unſhaken firm per- 
ſuaſion is that I am perfectly 


ſecure in thy faithful keeping. 


* * oy 


N; PSALM 


A PAR APHRASE on the 


PSALM LVI SECT. XLIV. 


The aut bor's extreme danger, his religious confi. 
dence. His expreſſions perverted, and every ſity 
of bis conduct narrowly obſerved. Iniquity ſo: 
time to be puniſhed, ſuffering virtue recom- 
penced, and the Almigbty abſolutely to be relied 
on. A golden ode or excellent pſalm of David, 
direfied to the maſter of muſick, and entitle! 
the dove of the diſtant groves, compoſed on 
occaſion of his falling into the hands of th: 


Philiſtines az Gath. 


Ps A L M li. 1. 
DMI me, ever: bleſ- 
ſed Gop, to ſupplicate 
thy affectionate regard and 


Ps AL Uu lvi. 1, 
E merciful unto 
me, O God, for 

man would ſwallow 
me up: he fighting 


immediate powerful ſuccour, daily oppreſſeth me, 


for I am in the utmoſt dan- 
ger; and my ſavage enemy, 
like a ravenous lion, is upon 
the hot purſuit, as it were to 
ſwallow me up at once, or 
make a ſingle morſel of me: 
in conſuming mankind with 
his battles and ſieges, or in 
laying waſte all before him 
to come at me, he makes 
ſuch continual violent thruſts 
as render my life both very 
precarious and extremely 
miſerable. 1 
My curious prying adver- 
ſaries who are upon the _ 
or 


ms - 


A, — ny 


2. Mine enemies 
would daily ſwallow 
me up: for they be 


wy +» Wy 
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many that fight a- 
gainſt me, k O thou 


moſt High. 

. 1 

eh 

Wit 

N- 

ted 

id, 

led 

on 

the . What time I 
am afraid, I will 
truſt in thee. 

I, 

unto 

„, for 

llow 

ting 

me, 

4. In  Gop I 


will praiſe his word, 
in Gop I have put 
my truſt, I will not 
fear what fleſh can 
do unto me. 


at great advantage. 


for an opportunity, like wild Sect. 44. 
beaſts in a chaſe upon the wv 
ſtrongeſt ſcent are moſt ar- 17 


dent and inceſſant in their 
endeavours to deſtroy me: O 
thou who art infinitely above 
all, they are moreover moſt 
ſanguine in their hopes, that 
they ſhall be able to effect it 
from their prevailing ſtrength. 
and numbers. | 
At that critical conjunc- 3 
ture when I am filled with 
the moſt terrible apprehen- 
ſions, and my aking'tremb- 
ling heart ready to ſink into 
diſpondency; I will ſupport 
myſelf with the comfortable 
hopes of thy protection, and 
a firm reliance on thy faith- 
fulneſs power and goodneſs. 
Whateyer difficulties and 4 
obſtructions lie in the way, L 
am fully aſſured that by 
virtue of the divine aſſiſtance 
I ſhall be able to ſurmount 
them; and ſhall cęlebrate the 
conſtancy of the only living 
and true Gop to his word of 
promiſe: my dependence 
N 4 being 


O thou moſt high, Mudge renders with a high hand, or 


| The Chald. Paraph. interprets, in the attribute of the 
Juſtice of God, I will praiſe or rejoice in his word, in the 
Attribute of his mercy, &c, — i, e. whether he puniſhes or 
ities I will praiſe him, | 


J 
7 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


being the undoubted ſteadi- 
neſs of an unchangeable and 
omnipotent Gop; I will reck - 

on myſelf entirely ſecure, as 
to the circumſcribed ſhort- 


lived power of mortal periſh- 


ing man. 

I am indeed concerned 
with ſome of the moſt corrupt 
and perverſe of men: my 
expreſſions cannot be ſo ſuffi- 


ciently guarded, my defences 


ſtrong, nor my honeſt deſigns 
made ſo apparent; but they 
miſconſtrue my words into a 
1 different meaning, or 
ruſtrate my views and pur- 
poſes: their invention is tor- 


tured and their whole aim 


directed to perplex afflict and 


diſtreſs me. 


6 Solely on this vile account 


they aſſemble for mutual con- 
ſultation; they conceal them- 
ſelves in by- ways, or lurk in 
ſecret places; they narrowly 
watch all my motions that 
they may avail themſelves of 
any occaſion or advantage 
againſt me: from all which 
it is exceeding plain that they 
are only waiting for an op- 
. to take away my 


5. Every day they 
wreſt my words: all 
their thoughts are 
againſt me for evil. 


6. They gather 
themſelves together, 
they hide them- 
ſelves, they mark 
my ſteps when they 
wait for my ſoul. 
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7. Shall they m 
eſcape by iniquity ? 
in thine anger caſt 
down the people, O 
God. 


8. Thou telleſt 
my wanderings, put 
thou my tears into 


thy bottle: are they 


not in thy book ? 


9. When I cry 
unto thee, then ſhall 
mine enemies turn 
back : this I know, 
for God 16 for me. 


And ſuppoſe they could Seer. 44- 


by any iniquity or prevari- 
cation with Gop's laws, ac- 
compliſh their wicked ends; 
yet have they further expe- 
dients of the ſame corrupt 
ſort, to ward off the conſe- 
2 in thy juſt diſplea- 
ure at their execrable deſigns, 
Almighty and Eternal Gop, 
fruſtrate them: and precipi- 
tate the deſtruction of that 


impenitent and incorrigible 


people who were capable of 
forming them. 
As thou takeſt a moſt 
exact account of my afflic- 
tion, and peculiarly unſettled 
wandering condition; fo I 
beſeech thee let not the tears 
I ſhed in my diſtreſs fall to 
the ground and periſh : but 
preſerve them in thy keeping 
as a pious memorial of my 
undeſerved but moſt ſevere 
ſuffering. Are they not for 
this purpoſe already recorded 
in the book of thy remem- 
brance ? | 

I have always experienced 9 
as to the paſt of my life, and 
will not doubt it as to the 
future, that ſo long as I have 
liek obſerved 


n Some render, according to their iniquity, abjedion, caſting, 
wemiting ſhall be to them, i. &. as vile abjeQs they ſhall be 
rejected of, or caſt out from God. 


7 i 
* 

1 

. 
U 

o | * 

« 

: . 
" * 
is 

* * 
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1 
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obſerved the laws of thy pro- 
vidence, . whenever I have 
humbly requeſted help, and 
mercy, thou haſt readily an- 
ſwered; and thrown defeat 
and confuſion upon the de- 
ſigns and utmoſt force of 
mine enemies: in this I am 
firmly grounded, that the 
good and righteous GoDp 
takes part with the injured, 
therefore is on my ſide: and 
that his ſuccour ſhall never 
diſappoint my reaſonable 
hopes from it. 

The performance of his 
romiſes in ſending timel 
and effectual aid, ſhall lay freth 


'obligations upon me, of the 


moſt publick thankful ac- 
knowledgments: I depend 
not on the word of a frail and 
inconſtant man, but the ex- 
preſs declarations of a faith- 
ful good Gop ; wherefore 
my preſent troubles ſhall in- 
fallibly iſſue in the devouteſt 


praiſes. 


I repeat it, my confidence 
relies on the eſſential truth 
and mercy of an immutable 
and everlaſting Gon; con- 


ſequently I do rationally diſ- 


miſs all ſolicitude, as to the 
greateſt power or policy of a 
creature, made up of infirmity 
and vanity like mortal man, 

22 When 


10. In God will 
J praiſe his word: 
in the Lozp will J 
praiſe his word. 


11. In God have 
J put my truſt: 1 
will not be afraid 
what man can do 
unto me. 


Th, 
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12. n Thy vows 


are upon me, O 


God: I will render 
praiſes unto thee. 


13. For thou haſt 
delivered my ſoul 
from death: wilt 
not thou deliver my 
feet from falling that 
I may walk before 
God in the light of 
the living, 


When the day ſhall dawn, Szcr. 44. 
as I am fully affured it ſhall Co 


dawn, of my compleat de- 
liverance, I ſhall not forget 
my voluntary engagements 
under affliction : but, whether 
reſpecting ſacrifices or eſpe- 
cially moral obedience, ſhall 
reckon myſelf indiſpenſably 
obliged to perform the vows 
I made to thee my Gop and 
Redeemer: I will render the 
molt perfect tribute, and ſigni- 
ficant expreſſions of thankſ- 


giving and adoration. 


In as much as I have fre- 13 
quently been in the greateſt 
viſible danger, and thou haſt 
kindly interpoſed to reſcue 
my life from the very jaws_ 
of deſtruction; may I not 
fully depend that thou wilt 
{till guide my ſteps, and 
eſtabliſh my going that I be 
not ſupplanted, puſhed down, 
or driven to an extremity of 
ſtraits and difficulties : that 
under the favourable aſpect 
of thy good providence I 
may enjoy ſafety; and make 
daily progreſs in all inſtances 
both of virtuous obedience 
and of earthly proſperity. 


n Literally, J am bound to perform thy yows, the vows 


T have made to thee, 


PSALM 
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PSALM LVII. 


Protection humbly requeſted and confidence in the 
Almighty expreſſed under the greateſt calamities 
' ariſing from - cruel ungodly and arbitrary men. 
Promiſe to ſhew a becoming and unfeigned grati- 
tude. Directed to the muſick maſter to be per- 
formed to the tune deſtroy it not. A hymn or 
golden ode of David when he fled from, and did 
not take the life of Saul in the cave, or ſtrong 
Hold of Emgodi. 1 Sam. xxiv, 2, 3. 


PSs AL M lvii. 1. Ps LM lil. 1. 
Sect. 44. ORD of earth and E merciful unto 
— heaven, doubling my me, O God, be 


merciful unto me 
r addreſs, I moſt earneſtly be- for my ſoul 1 


ſeech thee, to enlarge thy in thee: yea, in the 
care and extend thy moſt ſhadow of thy wings 
compaſſionate regard to me: _ , —— = 
the reſcue and ſafety of my 1,$5:..4. — 
life in the preſent hazards 

wholly depend on thy extra- 

ordinary interpoſition and 

protection: truly, from thy 

guardianſhip, as under the 

ſhade of ſpreading wings, can 

J only rationally expect to 

find fhelter and _ dur- 

ing this calamitous ſeaſon ; 

or until theſe ſtorms of afflic- 

tion and tribulation are blown 

over. 8 : 
2 In the moſt importunate 2, I will cry unto 


conſtant addreſſes ] will im- a prog ar 


plore ſuccour of Almighty ech all things for me. 
ey Gop : 


to 
to 


* 
e. 
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3. He ſhall ſend 
from heaven and 
ſave me from the ? 
reproach of him that 
would ſwallow me 
up; Selah. God 
ſhall ſend forth his 
mercy and his truth. 


4. My ſoul is a- 


mong lions, aud I with ravenous lions, I am in 


the midſt of human ſavages; 


lie even among them 
that are ſet on fire, 
even the ſons of men, 
whoſe teeth are 
ſpears and arrows, 


and their tongue a 


ſharp ſword. 


o Some render, he that would fwallow me up, hath re- 
proached or railed againſt me. | 


unwearied continual ſuppli- 103 


of relief and all human ſup- 


periſnh, he will diſpatch im- 


heaven, to defy this wicked 


his overruling providence 


their acrimony and malignity 


Gop : unto the unchangeable Sg er. 44. 


and eternal ruler will offer 


PSALM 


cations: who in the courſe 
of his diſpenſations will not 
fail to complete and perfect 
what he hath already begun 
in my favour. 

If there be no viſible means 3 


ports {ink under the burden; 
yet rather than I ſhall totally 


mediate aſſiſtance from high 


man who panteth after my 
deſtruction; and ' ſnatch me 
from the ſhame and reproach 
to which he deſigns to expoſe 
me: molt certainly ſome way 


will vouchſafe me help, con- 
formably to the benignity of 
his nature and the truth of 
his promiſes, 

As if I was ſurrounded 4 


my ſituation in life is among 
the moſt ſpiteful and ma- 
licious incendiaries; ſons of 
men whoſe expreſſions for 


reſemble 
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Ps ALM 
Ivii. 4. 


' nevolence, 
an opportunity of once more 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
 Bzer. 44. reſemble ſpears and arrows; 


and their reflections cut and 


wound like the keeneſt two- 


edged ſword. 
By ſeafonably delivering 
me, Great and good Gop, 


do thou raiſe my admiring 


thoughts of thy dominion and 
perfection to a pitch above 


the exalted ſtarry heavens: 


by a recent glorious diſplay 
of thy e and be- 
avour me with 


declaring, that as a moſt righ- 
teous Judge thou preſideſt 
and governeſt both in heaven 
and on earth. 


6 As it is not doubted what 


men deſign who ſet ſnares; 
ſo have mine enemies made 
it apparent what they intend- 
ed, by having every thing in 
readineſs to ſeize and deſtroy 
me which way ſoever I ſteered 
my courſe. Like game actu- 
ally taken, lam bowed down; 
and extremely miſerable thro” 
my fears and hazards: As 
thoſe who dig holes in the 
ground, and lay gins or toils 
in paths, ſo have they formed 


ſchemes to ſurprize and ruin 
me; which I flatter myſelf, 


will not only happily be pre- 
yented as to me, but over- 
ruled 


5 Be thou exalted, 
O God, above the 


heavens: /et thy glo- 


ry be above all the 
earth. 


6. They have pre- 
pared a net for my 
ſteps, my ſoul is 
bowed down: they 
have digged a pit 
before me, into the 
midſt whereof they 
are fallen emſelves. 


Selah. 


F fo us 


7. My heart is 
fixed, O God, my 
heart is fixed: I will 
ſing and give praiſe. 


8. Awake up, my 
glory, awake pſal- 
tery and harp: I 


myſelf will awake. 


early, 


9. I will praiſe 
thee, O Lorp, a- 


mong the people, 1 


will fing unto thee 
among the nations. 
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ruled to ſurprize and ruin Sgr. 44. 


themſelves. 

Should this prove the 
event, how can I ever be 
ſufficiently thankful : for ſo 
wonderful a deliverance, my 
heart is rightly diſpoſed and 
unalterably reſolved ; I repeat 
It, all my beſt ſentiments and 
affections are duly prepared 
and fully purpoſed ; that the 
moment I am relieved I will 
devote myſelf, in proper com- 


Poſitions with the utmoſt 


ſolemnity, to celebrate the 
praiſes of a moſt bountiful 
Gop. | 

I will fay to my tongue, 8 
awake, thou peculiar dignity 
of this earthly frame, and 
break forth into ſinging : — 
and to the pfaltery and harp— 
be you excited to ſend forth 


the moſt melodious ſounds: 


I will be abroad before the 
fun riſe and with eager haſte 


arouſe the tardy morning, to 


diſpatch this moſt pleaſing 
duty of unfeigned gratitude. 

O thou moſt exalted Being 9 
and ſupport of the univerſe, 
my acknowledgments ſhall 


be ſincere; and they ſhall be 


ſignal and avowed in preſence 


of our whole nation in full 
aſſembly: amongſt the great- 


eſt 
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eſt concourſes of foreigners, 


Il will, moreover, ling to the 


SALM 
Ivii. 9. 


10 


honour of thee the true Gop, 
pſalms and praiſes; and en- 
deavour to tranſmit proper 
memorials of thy kind regards 
ſhewed to me, unto all ages 
and generations. 

Thou wilt appear on this, 
as on all other occaſions, moſt 
richly deſerving of all poſſible 


thankſgiving and adoration : 


neither can 1 any more mea- 
ſure thy benignity and mercy, 


than I can mete out the fields 


of yon expanded lower air: 
nor take the dimenſions of 
thy truth and faithfulneſs, 


than comprehend the up- 


per regions of more refined 


10 For thy mercy 
75 great unto the 
heavens, and thy 
truth untotheclouds, 


2 


æther, ſcan the orbs of ſhining ' 


planets, or adjuſt the ſeats of 


twinkling ſtars. | 


6 


For my preſervation under 
this diſtreſs, and for the uni- 


verſal protection of innocent 


and upright perſons in what- 
ever danger, moſt faithful 
and merciful Gop, let thy 


power and providence ever 


be manifeſted ; and ever be 
celebrated in the higheſt 
ſtrains : let the whole earth 
be filled with thy bleſſings 
and favours, and with the 


anſwer of thankful hearts, 


joy ful 


11. Be thou ex- 
alted, O God, abore 
the heavens: Jet thy 

glory be above all 
the earth. 
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PSALM LVIII. SECT: UM. 


Joyful lips and obedient vir- SS r. 44. 
— — 


tuous lives. Pn 


„ 


Complaints of iniquity in high places, even partia- 
lity and groſs injuſtice in the great aſſembly. The 
prevailing crimes repreſented; and their due 

cy puniſhment imprecated, to the glory of God, the 


thy 


* confuſion of the wicked, and the ſafety and 
ds, triumph of righteous. Directed to the maſter 


of muſick, to be performed to the tune of the 
ode deſtroy it not, a jewel, or golden hymn of 


XVI. 14. 


PsALM Iviii. 1. 


O ye indeed 
ſpeak righte- 
ouſneſs, O congre- 
gation? do ye judge 
uprightly, O ye ſons 
of men ? 


ex. 
Dove 
thy 
> all 


2, Yea, in heart 
you ? work wicked- 
els, you weigh the 

violence 


David. The occafion, as is ſuppoſed, his adver- 
ſaries exaſperating Saul againſt him. 1 Sam. 


„ PsATu viii. 1. 
; You venerable aſſem- Sgr. 45. 
bly, in whom wiſdom 
and the ſtricteſt honour might _ _ 
be expected, do you contult * * 
and debate what 1s conform - 
able to the laws of juſtice and 
equity ? O you noble ſenators 
and judges, do you govern 
your deciſions and admini- 
itr:rions according to the 
rules of virtue and integrity? 
The contrary is flagrant, 2 
and you have molt at heart, 
2 to 


? Some render, with the heart you work wickedneſs on 
the earth, with your hands yoa frame or prepare violence, 
doo ſignifying both to weigh in a balance, and to form by 


rule or line. 


Vi. III. 


0 
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Ster. 45.to form laboured ſchemes of violence of you 
7 the unfaireſt practice; and hands in the earth, 
SALM 
lil. 2. Pretexts under which you may 
unſuſpected execute them: 
that you may not fail of the 
iſſue, you examine every cir- 
cumſtance with the greateſt 
accuracy; poize or balance 
each particular with the niceſt. 
art by the exacteſt ſcales. 
3 And they have truly at- 
tained an extraordinary * og 1 * 
city in wiekedneſs, having fray as ſoon 2s the 
been long employed in it; be born ſpeakin 
and from their earlieſt infancy lies. 
trained toa kind of alienation 
from truth and virtue: as an 
intoxicated perſon they reel- 
-+ = -ed, or as a loſt ſheep wan- 
' = dered from the rules of good- 
neſs and piety as ſoon as their 
years and underſtanding 
| would admit of it; actually 
| forming themſelves, in every 
thing they ſhould affirm pro- 
fe © or promiſe to falſehood 
prevarication and deceitful 
_ th 5 if, Ti ſon: 
| | 4. As the adder's poiſonous . 4. Their poi 
"if bite ſoon —— whole * T _ " l 
body; ſuch effects and miſ- like the deaf adde 6afts 
chiefs are they ſtimulated , ſtoppeth de lefs! 


a a T_ aoax a ©<- 


3. The wickedar 


with fury and malignity to eat. Hier 
produce: in their horrid de- — 
ſigns they reſemble the pe- 722 
netrating almoſt incurable ed 


poiſon „ 
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poiſon of the venomous aſp, Str. 45. 
which is reported to be deaf = 


our 


th, 

F Which will 
not heatken to the 
voice of 4 charmers, 
charming never fo 
wiſely. 

d are 
1 the 
90 & 
they 
aking 

6. Break their 

teeth, O God, in 


their mouth : break 
out the great teeth 
of the young lions, 
O Logo. 


of one ear and to ſtop the 


PS ALM 


a Iviii. 4. 
other againſt all muſical en- OY 


chantments. 

Which will pay no regard; 
to any imaginable ſounds or 
chartns, though the ſofteſt 
or the moſt powerful; under 
the ditection of the moſt 
ſkilful maſters, or wrought up 
with the greateſt art: ſuch is 
their inflexible perverſeneſs, 


that no poſſible prudence 


candour or generdfity of be- 


haviour and carriage can gain 


over or win upon them. 
Thbete is no ſecurity from 6 
the baleful juice until the 


teeth ate broken which con- 
tain it; nor are the flocks or 


herds fafe before the young 


non is diſarmed of its grin- 
ders or jau - bones; tienther 
from. this kind of enemies 


but by utterly diſabling ther: 


Almighty Gop, diveſt them 


* © | of 
zo1ſon: 745 | 2 | 
on of | | | my 
ey Of q It ſeems to have been a prevailins opinion of the 
1 adde eaſtern countries that ſerponts were to be rendered harm- 
th bei leſs by certain charms, or foft and feet ſounds. See Bochart 


Hieroz., L. XIII. c. 6. SH Travels p. 429. And Schad. 
kr ſays, the viper or adder being deaf ef one ear ſtops the 
other with d uſt or with bis tal to avoid the force of charms, 
Philopnatus in the life of Mollonius is very particulat in de- 
ſcribinge the art of catching dragons, L. III. c. 2. p. 113, 
iK . „ | 


196 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Secr. 45. of all power to hurt; moſt 
8 merciful Loxp do thou effec- | 8 
1 tually reſtrain and ſubdue th 
Iviii. 6. | | 
| them. | th 
7 Let their ſtrength be daily 7. Let them net I , 
weakening, as water from a Wy, Dae wand I" 
ciſtern waſtes by continual 10. — 
: . ly: wwhenhe bendeth 
running: like one bending i how to [Bret hi 


his bow to ſhoot, whoſe arrows 
are broken, or cut in pieces; 


arrows, let them be 
as cut in pieces. 


when their deſigns are ripe 
for execution, let them to- 
tally miſcarry. 
8 As a creeping ſnail which 
diſſolves in its ſlimy path, or 
by ſome accident is exhauſted 
of its moiſture, and conſumes 
away, let them inſenſibly 
decay and in the end totally 
periſh: like an abortive which 
never ſees the light, but is 
carried from the womb to the 
grave, let them never arrive 
to any maturity or perfection, 
nor their devices come to 


any thing. : 
| KISS In 


r The Chald. Paraph. renders as an abortive and blind 
mole; the reference ſeems to be to a falſe conception, ot 
child dead in the womb which receives no nouriſhment, : 
but is blaſted as to living before it is born, Nephel ben i the 
ſaith the learned Peters, wherever it occurs invariably Wi hin 
ſignifies aborire, or to coſt forth as an abortive, ſo Fob iii. 16. him 
Fcelef. vi. 3. Jai. xxvi. 19 — Thus the Rephaim or ſouls of i c 
wicked great men ſhould be caſt forth by the earth as u WW 
abortion only to periſh and fink deeper in deſtruction: I tbe 
while God's people ſhould riſe out of the duſt, like a plant gan 
or vegetable quickened by the dew of heaven and full I and 
life and vigour, doc 


8. As a ſnail u¹ν he 
melteth, iet eum 
one of them paß if 1; 
away: /ike the * un Wi of 
timely birth of 3 
woman, that they 
may not ſee the ſun. 
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9. * Before your 
pots can feel the 
thorns, he ſhall take 


| them away as with 


a whirl-wind, both 
living, and in #ts 
wrath, 


10. The righteous 
ſhall rejoice when 
he ſeeth the venge- 
ance : he ſhall waſh 
his feet in the blood 
of the wicked. 


In as ſhort a time as pots 
can be heated with the blaze 
of thorns, ſo ſpeedily, when 
they are once diſpatched on 
the dreadful errand, ſhall the 
divine judgments hurry them 
out of the land of the living; 
as it were with a whirl-wind 


or hurricane bear them off 


inſtantaneouſly, alive and in 
the utmoſt fury. 

The moſt equal and mer- 
ciful of men cannot but ap- 
plaud the juſtice and perfect 
propriety of their puniſh- 


ment: and like a mighty 


warrior returning in triumph. 


from the purſuit of the ene- 
my, in paſſing over the dead, 
dips his feet in the blood of 
the ſlain, with the aſſurance 
that they ſhall never more 
moleſt or annoy him: with 
ſuch entire ſatisfaction ſhall 
they ſee an end of their ini- 
quity and violence, in the 
complete deſtruction of ty- 


rants and oppreſſors. | 
= PL 


Some render, ere the thorns know or be intwined with 
the briars, ſo ſhall rawneſs, inflamation or anguiſh know 
him, Others, let the wrath of God ſeize him: and let 
him be as ſenſible of them as if he were all over raw and 
fore, being but one entire wound. Thus either the quick- 
neſs or the dreadfulneſs of their end may be denoted, but 
the former interpretation ſeems preferable. Some under- 
land <va/bing, &c. in the next ver. figuratively of bathing 
and waſhing as weary travellers do; and as containing a 


document of piety and virtue. 
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Sxcr. 45. 
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PSALM 


lix. 1. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


So that it ſhall be a com- 
mon obſervation, that how 
long ſoever vengeance may 
ſleep, and the diſorders and 
ſeeming inequalitiesof human 
affairs remain, yet in the end 
the divine adminiſtration ſhall 
be perfectly vindicated; as 


11. So that a man 
ſhall ſay, verily her: 
is a reward for the 
righteous: verily he 
1s a God that judg- 
eth in the earth. 


appears the ungodly ſuffer, 


the righteous are relieved 
and they ſhall be greatly re- 
warded : for it is indubitably 
certain that a moſt juſt Gop 
pronounceth ſentences upon 
the inhabitants of the earth, 
and executeth them conſiſtent 
with wiſdom and equity; or 
as they are virtuous or vici- 
ous, good or evil. 


PSALM 


LIX. 


Deliverance prayed for. Enemies deſcribed as 
wicked, cruel, aſſociated and moſt powerful and 


aſſiduous in their endeavours 
prevention or deſtruction be 


to ruin him. Ther 
ſhould acknowledge 


as the greateſt favour. Directed to the chiti 
muſician, to the tune, deſtroy it not, à golden 
ode or hymn of David, when Saul ſent and ſe! 
a guard upon the houſe he inhabited, to ſurpriz 
and kill him. '1 Sam. xix. 11—18. 


Ps AL M lix 1. 

Be thou graciouſly pleaſed, 
O my Almighty Guar- 

dian, to extricate me from 


the 


Ps ALM lix. 1. 


Eliver me from 
mine enemies, 
O my God: defend 
me from them that 


- Fiſe up againſt me. 


fr 


in 


in 

the 
the 
no! 


ere 
fin 


2. Deliver me 
from the workers of 
iniquity, and ſave 
me from bloody 


mer. 


3. Forlo, they lie 
in wait for my ſoul, 
the mighty are ga- 
thered againſt me; 
not for my tranſ- 
preſſion, nor for my 
in, O Loa p. 
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the danger I am innocently Sxer. 45. 
involved in through invete- Se 


rate enemies: as a place of 
defence exalted beyond their 
reach, Jet thy providence be 
my ſecurity from a molt vio- 
lentperſecution, and threaten- 
ing impending deſtruction. 


Suffer me not to fall into 2 


their hands, whoſe perpetual 
ſtudy and indefatigable labour 
it is to create trouble and do 
miſchief : ſome way place me 
in a ſtate of ſafety trom thoſe 
who are above all laws, and 
ſcruple not to contrive and 
perpetrate the moſt atrocious 
of crimes. 


This is the moſt critical of 3 


conjunctures, when ſuccour 
would indeed be ſeaſonable 
and is abſolutely neceſſary, 
for they are watching their 
opportunity to ſurprize, and 
ſeize or kill me; the moſt 
bold and daring among them 
are combined and ſtationed 
to execute at all events their 
dreadful purpoſe: not, Eter- 
nal ſovereign, that I am a 
prevaricator or malefactor; 
obnoxious to publick juſtice, 
or have given them the leaſt 


ground of * or 


reſentment. 


3 | s They 


SALM 
1 


200 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Ster. 45. They move with the ut- 


— — 


PALM 
lix. 4. 


moſt expedition, they have 
ſettled every thing in the ex- 
atteſt order and readineſs; I 
repeat it, without any devia- 
tions in my conduct from the 
plain rules of duty and virtue: 
therefore I may and do be- 
ſeech thee moſt juſt Gov, be 
thou excited to declare in my 
favour, to exert thine autho- 
rity in a powerful oppoſition, 
and obſerve ſo as to con- 
front and effectually diſap- 
point them. 

Admit me to urge this 
requeſt with the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons from thy own confeſſed 
attributes; and ſince thou art 
ſelf-exiſtent and independent, 
poſſeſſed of abſolute power 
and univerſal juriſdiction, the 
governour of the heavenly 
bodies with all their ſtations 
and circumſtances, and pe- 
culiarly the protector and 
Gop of Iſrael; do thou be 
rouzed to vigorous action, 
in animadverting upon, cor- 
recting, and puniſhing the 
whole of them; who are not 
real Jraelites nor in any re- 
ſpect act as ſuch, but of true 
heathen ſtamp and ſavage 
cruel tempers: ſpare not one 
vile perpetrator or abettor of 

, theſe 


4. They run and 
prepare themſelves 
without y fault: 
awake 10 help me, 


and behold. 


5. Thou there. 
fore, O Lorp God 
of hoſts, the God 
of Iſrael, awake to 
viſit all the heathen: 
be not merciful to 
any wicked tranl- 
greſſors. Selah. 


gg — ww mud 


— 253 
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hd theſe: ſcenes of perfidy and Ster. 45. 
vez miſery. —— 
It Ps a LM 


6. They return at At evening in order to 13 Wt! 
evening; they make Gjſtreſs and apprehend me 


a poiſe like a dog, gs 
and go round about they beſet my houſe: as 


the city. hungry dogs how] and wind 
about the whole city in ſearch 
of prey; ſo have theſe ſavage 
blood-thirſty enemies fetched 
their compaſſes to take me, 
and guarded every paſs or 
narrowly obſerved all avenues 
whereby might eſcape them. 
7. Behold, they As a fountain its flowing 7 
belch out with their ftreams, Or A ferid body its 
ere. mo 3 _ molt offenſive effluvias, in 
bras doch hear. ſuch plenty and conſtancy do 
they throw out the baſeſt ca- 
Jumnies: their ſlanderous ex- 
preſſions like a drawn ſword 
give the deepeſt wounds: for 
who, ſay they. as to this caſe 
is in the leaſt concerned to 
have right notions, or will 
trouble himſelf to make in- 
quiſition whether what we 
report be true or falſe. | 
8. But thou, © But thou, Omnipotent and 8 
_ _ Eternal Gop, as gi | 
, . lays with the weakeſt anta- 
- 1 er Sonilt, with infinite eaſe ſhalt 
ſuppreſs their utmoſt feeble 
power, and ſport with all 
their childiſh policy: when- 
ever thou ſhalt undertake the 
chaſtiſement of this corrupt 


and 


202 A PARAPHRASYE en the 


Szer..45. and abandoned people, thou 
n wilt early expoſe them to 
ix. 3. Oontempt and ridicule. 

E 

4 : in wer, ſtrength will I wait 
or menacing 1 w_ —_— 1 2 
no further concerned than to : ; 
render myſelf the proper ob- 
ject of thy favourable regard: 
for unchangeable and eternal 
Gop, thy power and good- 
neſs are abundantly ſufficient 
to all purpoſes of my ſafety, 
welfare and happineſs. 

10 However near they may _ nos os 4 
ſeem to be effecting my de- — me God al 
ſtruction, the great original let me ſee my 4: 
of all bleſſings, my moſt mer- upon mine enemies 

ciful Gop ſhall timely inter- 

poſe to ſtave off the dreadful 

blow : a moſt impartial gra- 

cious Gop will fully con- 

'vince me by their different 
treatment, of the important 
diſtinction he makes betwixt 

me and my enemies, and 

that I never need to fear 
them. 

11 And that this memorable 3 
event may leave a ſtronger — — 

and more laſting impreſſion, . f power; and 1 
if agreeable to the laws of thy bring them down, 0 * 
wiſdom and providence, do Lonp our ſhield. 

not deſtroy them by one ſud- 

den ſtroke of extirminating 
vengeance, - which notwith- - 
o | ſtanding lip 


'” wo cd —— a... 5 


of 
re- 
all 


fire 


ies. 


Boot of PSALMS. . 
ſtanding a preſent alarm at Szer. 45. 


12. For the t fin 
of their mouth, and 
the words of their 
lips, let them even 
be taken in their 
pride: and for cur- 
ling and lying which 
they ſpeak. 


13. Conſume them 
in wrath, conſume 
them, that they may 
not be; and let them 
know that God ru- 

leth 


their fate, might not create 


ſo laſting an horror in my 


as corn is toſſed to and fro in 
a ſieve, or trees are ſhaken 
with the wind, let them be 
perplexed and agitated: and, 
O my Almighty protector and 
defender, grant that all their 
motions may be upon the 
deſcent, or ever from an 


higher to a lower ſtation or 


condition. 


Eſpecially on account of 12 


the malignity of their tongues, 
and the falſehoods and calum- 
nies which they have uttered, 
ſeize them in the height of 
their arrogance as a prey, 
and hold them faſt as'in a 
trap or net: in as much as 
they have egregiouſly trifled 
with the moſt ſolemn oaths, 
knowingly departed from the 
truth in their reports, and 
horridly belyed the moſt in- 
nocent of perſons. 

As corn fields are by 


. 


the full execution of thine 


anger make a clean riddance 


of 


py Agreeable to the Rae idiom, ſome render, the /n 


Ns, 


of their mouth is the wward of their lips, every word of their 
” is the fin of their mouth, i. e. ſo many words ſo many 


» 2 
ing and in-gathering, by 
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Ps ALu 
5 - 1 lix. 11. #:9.% 
people at their crimes : but 


PsALu 


lix. 13. 


15 


A PARAPHRASE 


more exiſt: and hereby let 
mankind univerſally be led 
to own, that the Almighty is 
truly poſſeſſed of the autho- 
rity of a ſupreme Governour; 
from the country inhabited 
by the tribes of Jacob, to the 
remoteſt quarters and corners 
of the earth. 

What is now their crime 
may then be their puniſh- 
ment, and that in the evening 
having none of their own, 
they ſhall. labour under the 
neceſſity of beſetting other 


on the 


Sect. 45- of them: ſo entirely deſtroy leth in Jacob, unto 
A them that they may never the ends of the earth. 


Sel 


14 And at evening 

let them return, and 

let them make a 

noiſe like a dog, and 

go round about the 
City. 


people's houſes elſe lodging 


in the ſtreets; and all the 
day long howl like hungry 


dogs, and fetch 'compaſſes 


about the city in the moſt 
diſtreſſed ſtarving condition. 


Let them wander in un- 


certainty with a fearful heart, 
and ſhaking tottering motion, 
in ſearch of neceſſary ſuſte- 
nance; and ſpend whole 
nights in this weariſome beg- 
ging condition, and yet not 
have enough to ſatisfy their 
craving appetites. 4 
n 


15. Let them wan- 
der up and down for 
meat, and u grudge 
if they be not ſatis- 
fied. 


u h tranſlated grudge properly ſignifies to /odge tarry or 
Kiel — to ſtay all night: 19D a —— place; particu- 


larly the place where the Caravans reſted, whether cover- 
ed or not, called by the Turks a Connac. | 


As what mts - a. 


E 


Or 
ge 


or 
cu- 
er- 
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16, But I will fing 
of thy power; yea, 
I will ſing aloud of 
thy mercy in the 
morning: for thou 
haſt been my de- 
fence and refuge in 
the day of my trou- 
ble. 


17. u Unto thee, 
O my ſtrength will 
I ſing: for God 7s 
my defence, and the 
God of my mercy. 
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On the other hand, by thy Szcr. 45. 


good providence being dee 
livered from them I will in 
devout ſongs moſt gratefully 
celebrate thy praiſes; with 
an exalred voice I will 
proclaim thy extraordinary 
mercy and my unfeigned 
thankfulneſs in the joyful 
morning after this night of 
afflictions and calamities; for 
I moſt freely declare, that 
thou haſt been my only ſafery 


and refuge, or I had periſhed 
during the dreadful time of 


my extreme diſtreſſes. 


O my never failing ſup- 17 


port, in the moſt exact and 
perfect compoſitions I will 


ſing forth thine honour; for 


it is Gop alone who hath 


directed me to places of ſafe- 


ty; it is Gop to whoſe mercy 


.and goodneſs.I aſcribe my 


N and ur ub 


u Biſhop Hare would have this 1 ver. a as a vari- 
dus reading or correction which was originally i in 


the margin, 


| 25 _ 629 # 4 PSALM 


PsALM 


lix. 16. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


PSALM LX. SECT. XLVI. 


Te deplorable condition 7 the Iſraelites in paſt 
times. Hopes conceived of divine favour. Diff. 
culties in an expedition againſt Edom. Confi- 
. dence grounded in Almighty God of ſur mounting 
them. , Committed tg 55 maſter of muſick to be 
- ſet ta the inſtrument of fix ſtrings, a golden 
. Pſalm. of David, to give inſtruction; when be 
. was at war with Aram-Naharaim or Syria of 
- the rivers, and with Aram-zobah in Syria, 
wen Joab returned to the engagement and ſmote 
of Edom in tbe valley of ſalt twelve thouſand, 
20 Sam. viii. 3, 5. 1 Chron.xviii. 5, 6, 7, 12,13. 


= PSALM Ix. * 93 : PSALM 1x. 1. 


ster. 46. :YNcharigeableand eternal N God, thou hai 


F u Gov, for ſome time paſt 


PsALM 
. 


caſt us off, thou 


4 haſt ſcattered us, 
it has ſeemed by our unhappy (hoy baſt been dil 


_ circumſtances, that thou pleaſed; O turntous 


haſt rejected us from being again. 
thy people, thy care or charge; 
by thy deſolating judgments 
thou haſt diſperſed us at the 
greateſt diſtance from one 
another, or made the wideſt 
breaches amongſt us: thy 
difpenſations have been ex- 
preſſive of an extreme diſ- 
pleaſure; do thou ceaſe thus to 


afflict and puniſh, and return 


in affection and benevolence. 
2 As if the earth ſhook 2. Thou haſt made 


with a ſudden commotion, or the earth to _— 
5 d ſeas thou haſt broken it. 
ares v4 lanes and fea heal the breaches 


p | vere thereo!, 


29 = = ee 0 
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thereof, for it ſhak- were thrown into one violent Srcr. 46. 
eth. concuſſion, thy frowning pro- 1 
vidence has produced a 
greateſt alteration in the ſtate 
of our affairs, and indeed 
our civil conſtitution ſeems 
almoſt ſubverted: do thou 
heal our diviſions, relieve 
our diſtreſſes, and reſtore us 
to an united and proſperous 
condition, otherwiſe we are in 
the utmoſt danger of a total 
overthrow ; or 6f never more 
being a people or body * 
e litick. 
3. Thou haſt ſhew- Thy once peculiarly fa- 3 
ed. thy people har? voured people, experience 
Mag us to drink With grief of heart the moſt 
the wine of aſtoniſh- diſagreeable difference, in 
ment. the untractable obſtinate and 
moſt grievous calamities 
which have befallen them: 
as the head is affected and 
intoxicated with intemperate 
dtinking, ſo have our minds 
been to the degree of trem 
bling horror, and almoſt diſ- 
traction with cur. drengtul 
ek ſufferings. n 
4. Thou haſt given Forrberly as dy a monu- 4 
eee ment ae or 8 


that fear thee : that | 
_ "34 it . ; A fed, 


- x Not a military ſtandard or colours, under which ſol- 


=_ diers fight; that is 2 bat a flag, tandard, manoment or 

Ws token that aſſiſtance is wanted, taking cate off their effects 

of, requiſite, or fly ing to arms neeeflary, and that he whe 
erects it will head or conduct them. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sxer. 46 fixed, thou haſt openly eſpouſ- 


ed their intereſt, determina» - 
ru tely vindicated them and 
cruſhed their enemies: and 
by ſignal judgments, as a 
kind of, publick warnings 
to the reſt of the world not 
to touch thine anointed, haſt 
given abundant teſtimonies 
of thy inviolable regard to 
thy promiſes, and ſupreme 
affection to thoſe who in a 
ſerupulous exact virtue de- 
pended upon them: 
5 That thoſe whom thou halt 
graciouſly accepted into a 
peculiar relation, and eſteem- 
ed as thy beloved people, 
might found reaſonable hopes 
of conſtant deliverance what- 
ever diſtreſſes befel them: 
and truly we never had a 
more preſſing emergency or 
were in greater miſery, do 
thou therefore exert thy ſo- 
vereign power, merciful Gon, 
in our deliverance, and the 
ſpeedy anſwer of our moſt 
fervent prayers. 
s And I do fully perſuade 
myſelf that this ſhall be the 
event, for a moſt holy true 
| an 


7 a ms: this as a Reset expreties and 
to ſignify, I hall divide the ſpoils of mine enemies with 4 
much eaſe a5:the ons of Jacob portioned out Shechem, ane 


it may be diſplayed 
rag _ the truth, 


6. That thy be- 
loved may be de- 
livered; ſave auith 
thy right hand, and 


6. God hath ſpok- 
en in his holineſs, [ 
will rejoice; I wil 
y divide Shechem, 


ane 
val 


>» 
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and mete out the and faithful Gop hath pro- Sxer. 46+ 
ralley of Succoth. miſed not only that I ſhould SV 


reign but triumph: diſtribute r N 
in ſeparate lots the city . 
She;cbem with the adjacent 
country: and after I have 
conquered take exact ſurveys, 
being my own. inheritance, of 
the valley of Succotb. 
5. Gilead is mine, Gilead acknowledges me 7 
and Manafſeh 1 as its maſter, and I govern 
* * - 4 of Manaſſeb; the powerful tribe 
nine head; Judah Of Ephraim like an helmet, 
„ ay law. giver. ſhall on all occaſions furniſh 
5 ſuccours that may be de- 
th pended on; and .the royal 
1 line of Judab, wiſe counſellors 
1 and the ableſt ſtateſmen. 
8. Moab 1 uy The Moabites now ſub- 8 
E yr, eden Need 1 ſhall appoint, like 
ny moe: Philiſtia, che baſon wherein 1 waſh my 
riumph thou be- feet and hands, to ſuch ſub- 
cauſe. of me. ordinate mean uſes and pur- 
meaſured the valley of Succoth. Gilead and Manaſſeb may 
denote the country beyond, as Ephraim and Judas on this 
ide Jordan. Philiſtia triumpb, is interpreted, Philiſtia his 
des. man or ſupporter for him to lean on; an idea ſup- 
poſed nakurally to ariſe from the ſituation of the country, 
* which lay all along by the fide of Juda. | 


: Caft out my ſhoe, ſome ſuppoſe alluding to an ancient 
cuſtom of kings or generals when they ſat down before a 
town to throw a ſhoe over its walls, in token that they 
would never raiſe the ſiege till they had taken it. Others 
tat it refers to a known Jewihh uſage, which was ex- 


it not repreſent a maſter reaching out his ſhoe to one of 
tte loweſt of his ſervants to untie and take off. 


Vor. III. 'P | poſes 


preflive of indignation and a laſting mark of infamy. May 
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A PARAPARASE on 554 


Ster. 46. poſes as will effectually fecure 
◻◻ their ſubmiſflion : the Edam- 


SALM 


lr. 8. 


10 May we not hope, Almigh- 


ites to a ſtill lower ſervitude 


when I have ſubdued them: 


the Philiſtines may glory in 
the moſt deſpicable condition 
under my government, com- 
pared with the tyrannical rule 
they have lived under. 


g But by what ſtrength, of 


my own forces or foreign. 
auxiliaries fhall I. become 
maſter of the barrier town? 
or who will clear the way of 


all difficulties to a complete 


conqueſt of the chief city of 
the Edomites? * 
ty Gop, who art eaſihy able, 
that thou wilt be pleaſed to 


give ſucceſs to our arms: 


though in our late enterprizes 
thou haſt ſeemingly rejected 
us; in the courſe of thy pro- 
vidence frowned upon us; 
and been far from leading on 


our troops to victory and 


trlumphs. 


1 Supply our deficiencies, 


and graciouſly concur with 
our vigorous endeavours in 
feeking a redreſs of ſome of 
the heavieſt grievances, a de- 
liverance from enemies that 
extremely harraſs and diſtreſs 
us: for as to any relief or 


' vain 15 the help of 
mak. 


ſupport. 


9. Who will bring 
me into the ſtromg 
city? who Wil lead 


2 S2 


me into Edom? 
ro. Wilt not thos, 
O God, which hadſt 
caſt us off? And thu, 
O God, which didt Al, 
not go out with our s 
armies. a 
SN 1 
tl 
0 
Ps 


11. Give us belp 
from trouble: for 


 belp 


: for 


lp of 


12.Through God 
we ſhall do valiant- 
ly: for he it is that 
ſhall tread down our 
enemies. 


vidence may promiſe, it is 
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ſupport that human ſuc- Ster. 46. 


cours excluſive of thy pro- n 


void of all reality or cer. © 
tainty, meaning of figni- 
fication. | | 
Through thy kind aſpect 12 
on our affairs, 'we ſhall per- 
form our parts with ſteadi- 
neſs, mtrepidity and invin- 
cible bravery : it is the cou- 
rage thy favourable regard 
inſpires that only can, and 
we-. hope will enable us to 
ſuppreſs or utterly. deſtroy 


our enemies, 


PS AEM H 


Addreſſes for ſuccour, intermixed with expreſſions 
of thankfulneſs and of an entire dependance. A 
1jalm of David, directed to the maſter of muſick 
to be performed upon a ſtringed inſtrument. The 
occafion, as is ſuppoſed, Abſalom's rebellion. 


PSALM Ixi. 1. 


EAR my cry, 
O God, attend 
unto my prayer. 


2. From the end 
of the earth will I 


Ty unto thee, when 


My heart is over- 
whelm- 


PS ALM Ixi. 1. 

Thou moſt potent Being SECT. 46. 
and my ſovereign Loz p, ve 

incline graciouſſ) ©: FL 

nal ear to my humble ſup- 

plications; and readily grant 

me the important object of 


1. 


my moſt pathetick pleadings. 


From the confines or 2 
fartheſt boundaries of this 
Candanitiſb land, where at pre- 

P 2 ſent 
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re 
Ps Al. 
Ixi, _ a 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
whelmed: lead mg 


ſent Jam an unhappy exile, 
yet as ſtill eſteeming myſelf 
ip retain a, propriety. in and 
the regard: of my maker, 1 

will intreat thy mercy to an 
heart overwhelmed with mi- 


ſery: O direct and lead me 


45 


4 I Will eſteem myſelf equal- 


to ſome ſtronger place of 
ſecurity, than is in my power 
to contrive or provide. 

For | thine aſſiſtance and 
kind providence have former- 
ly guided to an aſylum from 
the greateſt dangers, ſupplied 
with a ſhelter from the moſt 
threatening ſtorms: and as if I 
had been lodged in an im- 
pregnable tower, effectually 
defended me againſt the moſt 
formidable enemies. 


ly ſafe. under thy ſovereign 


protection, as if I actually 


reſided in that moſt peaceful 
and ſacred tabernacle where 
I hope to be laſtingly ſettled: 


I do truſt in thy overſhading 
providence to preſerve me, 


the ſame as if ] was covered 


and ſuffer 


with the wings of the che- 


EG 


For thou, Omniſcient Gop, 


art an unerring witneſs of my 
ardent petitions on this head, 


mention it of the religious 
eee "0 


L 


er me particularly to 


to the rock that ; 
higher than J. 


3. For thou hal 
been a ſhelter for 
me, and a ſtrong 
tower from the ene - 
my. 


4. J will abide in 
thy tabernacle fot 
ever: I will truſt in 
the covert of thy 
wings. Selah, 


5 For thou, 0 
God, haſt heard m/ 
vows; thou halt 
given methe heritage 
of thoſe that fear th 
name. 
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vows which have accom- Szcr. 46. 
panied them: I fully depend —> 
upon, as thy allotment, all oY | 
the enjoyments and privi- 
leges that are reaſonable to 
be deſired and proper to 
be poſſeſſed; . by thoſe who 
are entirely devoted- to re- 
verence thine authority, ſtudy 

thy truth, and obey thy 
laws. 3 

6. Thou wilt pro- Thou wilt graciouſly pro- 6 

e. ug che kings life: ceed adding days upon days 
{his years25Many to the king's moſt long and 
generations. . . 

happy life: and continue the 
ſucceſhve revolutions of his 
time throughout ſeveral ge- 

nerations, 0 1 
7. He ſhall abide He ſhall fit on his throne, 7 

bee God forever: or retain the royal dignity 

: in oy © prepare mercy wherein the Almighty hath 

for and truth which may , x gaty a 

n preſerve him. inveſted him, through his fa- 

thy vourable regard, in his perſon 

and progeny to the end of 
this world and final conſum- 
mation of all things: O be 
thou intreated of thy good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs, to ap- 
point him ſuch a ſtate of 
ſettled peace and growing 


0 proſperity, as may effectually 
** ſecure him againſt all future 
haſt dangers and calamiries. 


itage 8. So will I ſing So will 1 perpetually ſing 05 


r tby Wl Praiſe unto thy name | . r 
r ever, that I may pſalms and praiſes to the 


duly perf; honour of thy perfections and 
— COT” > 0 3 Pro- 


- 
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Sect. 46. providence; that I have the 


wo pleaſing opportunity of per- 
-. — lhe beſt advan- 
tage my ſacred engagements 
of religious devotion and the 

moſt regular obedience. 


PSALM LXIl. SECT. XLVI.. 


The bappy effects of patience and religious con. 
dence. The folly and danger of miſchief and 
violence. Deliverance to be expected fron 
God in the ways of duty and virtue. Increaſing 
riches not abſolutely to be relied on, but the 

divine Omnipotence and benevolence. A pſaln 
of David directed to the maſter of muſick, to be 

performed by Jeduthun, or after the manner if 
Heman and Jeduthun, i. e. played and ſung tl, 


P$SAL mM Ixii. 1. PSALM Ixii. 1. 


SECT. 47. O Poe counſel may Ruly my ſoul 
— 


z . waiteth upon 
be adminiſtred, and dit- in 


P5aru ferent meaſures proſecuted ene my (alvaion 


Ix. 1. than what J am adviſing to, 
but in all the dangers and 
difficulties I have had to con- 
flict with I can truly declare, 
that I have ever experienced 
the greateſt benefit to ariſe, 
nat from. murmuring com- 
plaints or indirect means, 
but from determining my 

thoughts in the practiſe of ß 
duty, to a ſedate and patient 
expectation of divine aſſiſt- 
= ance : 


2. He only # 


my rock and my 
ſalvation : he is my 


defence I ſhall not 


be greatly moved. 


3. How long 
will ye imagine miſ- 
chief againſt a man? 
ye ſhall be ſlain all 
of you: as a bowing 


wall Hall ye be, and 


@5 a tottering fence, 


Book of PSALMS. 
ance : from hence only do I Seer. 47. 


account for all my eſcapes 
ſuccours and mercies. 
His particular care and, 
guard afford 'me the only 
grounds I can have, of being 
ſecure and preſerved: I have 
no other method of juſt rea- 
ſoning but that Gop has un- 
dertaken my ſupport and de- 
fence, therefore I ſhall never 
by any human contrivance or 
violence be quite demoliſhed 
or abſolutely ruined. 
Allow me then to expoſtu- 3 
late the caſe with my enemies, 
and ſince this is the truth en- 
quire, how long do you de- 
ſign to raiſe tumults, and em- 
ploy yourſelves in conſpiring 
and endeavouring to bring 
upon ſuch a man the heavieſt 
calamities, or work his entire 
deſtruction? in due courſe you 
ſnall all of you be put to 
death: as certainly as a wall 
which ſtretcheth out, boweth 
or inclineth, and as an hedge 
or fence which forceth for- 
ward, in time fall to the 
ground. eee 
— P 4 a : Th 0 


Some render, how Jong 'wwill ye raiſe tuniults or leu 
war againſt a man, 1. e. himſelf in order to kill him, as 4 
bending «vall or a partition of woed-driven gut, which are 
dangerous for any to come near, You are ready to fall up- 


en and kill me. 
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Ixil. 4. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


The only ſchemes they. 
= form are deſigned to force 
him out of, or puſh him down. 
from the, exalted ſtation to 
which he is advanced, or the 
weight of honour which. he 
bears: they are wholly de- 
voted to deceit and falſehood: 
as what gives them the higheſt 

leaſure: as to their expreſ- 
— and appearances, every 
one of them reſpectfully fa- 
lutes, wiſhes good ſucceſs to, 
and kindly congratulates as 


> the ſincereſt friend; but not- 


withſtanding all this varniſh 
and flattery, i in the bottom of 
their hearts they deſire evil 
may befal me, and would 
moſt ſincerely rejoice in =p 
downfal and ruin. 


5 . Nevertheleſs, O my. foul, | 


far from uttering reproaches 
or ſo much as ſecretly re- 
Pining, do thou gravely and. 
patiently wait the courſe of 
things, and the diſpenſations 
of providence until they fa- 
vour thee: for I can only 
direct my earneſt hopes this 
way, and to this grand. object, 

with any reaſonable views that 


they ſhall be gratified. 


6 On this rock only as my 


firm ſupport do | : reſt for 
n in all dangers and 
cala- 


4. They only con- 
ſult to caſt lim down 
from his excellence, 
they delight in lies: 
they bleſs with their 
mouth, but they 
curſe inwardly. Se- 
lah. 


5. My ſoul, wait 
thou only upon God: 
for my expeQation 
is from him. 


6. He only i my 


rock and my ſalva- 


tion; he is my de- 
fence; I ſhall not be 
moved, 


m_ wy th 


S Gow 6& 


bk. Pu od 


att 


7 In God is my ſal- 
vation and my glo- 
ry: the rock of my 
ſtrength. and my re- 
fuge is in God. 


$ Truft in him at 
all times; ye people 
pour out your heart 
before him: God 7s 
a refuge for us. Se · 


9. Surely men of 
degree are va- 


nity, and men of 


ligh degree are a 
lie: 


Book of PSALMS. 
calamities which attack me Ster. 47. 
] have thence all deſirabbe - 


certainty that they ſhall not] 
prove fatal. a 
It is not in my power, nor 7 
that of any other mortal, but 
in Gop alone to provide a- 
gainſt all events, ſecure from 
evils or eſtabliſh in ſafety and 
dignity : the unchanging at- 
tributes of the Infinite Being 
are the ground-work on which 
I build all my ſtrength and 
vigour, my aſylum of ſecu- 
rity to which I have inſtant 

recourſe in all emergencies. 
: From my own abundant 8 
experience I moſt ſincerely 
adviſe all friends of virtue 
and piety never to be diſpi- 
rited; nor at any time of either 
proſperity or adverſity relax 
or abate your religious con- 
fidence: of whatever tribe 
kindred or people you are, 
empty your minds of their 
complaints and anxious de- 
ſires, in addreſſes and ſuppli- 
cations laid before him: there 
is the ſolideſt ground of rea- 
ſon for doing this, becauſe 
Gop is both able and willing 

to preſerve and defend us. 

If we were to depend upon 9 
human -connexions and ſuc- 
cours, they muſt be either + o 
| & 


218 A PAR APHRASE on the © 
Sxer: 47. the inferior order and popu- lie: Þ to be laid in 
3 lace, or of men ot rank and cha- "wy þ vom oY, 
ui. g. racter: but the former like a „„ than vanity, 

vapour or bubble are com- 
monly found to be unable 
therefore inſignificant ; or in- 
conſtant and unſteady con- 
ſequently not to be relied 
on: and the latter, as a lie 
which deceives him who ex- 
pects any thing from it, prove 
frequently falſe and unfaith- 
ful: weigh them in exact 
balances, or bring them to 
any ſtrong teſt that their real 
ſterling-worth cannot but ap- 


© A ww au 


pear; all together laid in the | t 
ſcale they do not preponde- | - 
rate againſt the lighteſt things x 
in nature, they deceive our ; tc 


hopes as the meereſt trifles 
and vanities. | | : 
10 © Farther, whatever ſeeming 10. * r mg 
advantages my proceed from _ — vain in 
fraud and violence, do not robbery: if riches 
place any confidence in them; increaſe, ſet not your 
nor plume: yourſelves in the heart upon them, 
effects of plunder and rob- 
bery: if riches, like the growth 
of corn or fruit, remarkably 
increaſe, do not ſeriouſly re- 


gard 


o The ſentiment is natural and extremely beautiful, 20 


F much as if he had ſaid, put vanity in one ſcale and the 
whole of them in the other and it will viſibly outweigh 
them. . f 


| Book of Ps ALMS. 119 
gard them as the objects of S cer. 47. 
any extraordinary affection, 7 
or the foundation of ſolid and 1 eee 
laſting happineſs. ; 
11. God hath Jr is demonſtrable from 11 
{poken once ; twice his works, has been frequent- 
thr 1. ly declared, and is univer- 
— ens fally acknowledged that 
Gop alone is abſolutely to 
be relied on; for he only 
is poſſeſſed of the incom- 
municable attribute, to be 
able with infinite eaſe by 
virtue of his own ſole Omni- 
potence to do every thing. 
12. Alſo unto. Another ſubſtantial ground 12 


thee, O Lonxp, be- of entire confidence, ever- 
longeth mercy : for 


thou rendereſt to laſting Gop, is thy molt 

every man according glori 108 perfection of and 

to his work. bounded beneficence or the 
tendereſt mercy :; from both 
theſe it may be fully con- 


Fa cluded, that either in this life 
* | or in a future one, in the 
es molt adequate full manner 
ur | thou recompenceſt, rewardeſt 


or puniſheſt all mankind. ac- 


' cording to their actions and 
tenour of converſations. - 


gh ET FTP PSALM 
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Secr. 47. 
Jonny pmmunee 
PALM. 


Ixiii. 1. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


PSALM ILXIII. 
Longing deſires after the ſolemnities of publict 


ſocial worſhip. The divine favour, in whatever 
_ ſetuation, the ground of happineſs, and of gra- 
_ titude; of hope as to the ſuppreſſion of enemies, 
and of ſafety and proſperity. A pſalm of David, 
compoſed during his exilement in the wilderneſs 


om's rebellion. 


PS ALM Ixiii. 1. 

O D and Father of the 
CI Spirits of all fleſh, par- 
ticularly my Creator and Al- 
mighty Los p, whom I wor- 
ſhip in truth and ſincerity, 
and whoſe bounty and good- 
neſs I have largely experien- 
ced; renouncing all other de- 
pendencies, I will early en- 
quire after, and moſt diligent- 
ly improve all opportunities 
of acknowledging and ſerving 
thee: more eſpecially at this 
time when I am denied the 
facred convenience, like one 


panting with thirſt under the 
inclemencies of a burning 


ſky, or the want of water in 
a ſandy deſert, do I moſt 
| earneſt- 


85 jd Judah; on occafton as is ſuppoſed of Ab- 


PSALMeIxiii. 1. 


God, thou ar? 

my God, ear- 
ly will I © feek thee: 
my ſoul thirſteth for 
thee, my fleſh long- 
eth for thee in adry 
and thirſty land, 
where no water is: 


+ © Seek thee, this is interpreted from the Arab. of amaze- 
ment, changing colour and fainting : being ſick at heart or in 
the extremity of an anguiſh, 
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earneſtly deſire and impatient- Szcr. 47. 
long for thy preſence. N 
2. To fee thy - To admire and celebrate 1,;. 1s 2; 
** ron ld — wonderful hips of — | 
i ' Omnipotence, Wiſdom an 
4 — ſo as I have 
done with the higheſt plea- 
ſure and the deepeſt impreſ- 
6 ſions, in that bleſſed taber- 
nacle which is ſolemnly de- 
| voted to thyſelf and religion. 
3. Becauſe thy . Eſpecially have I and all 3 
loving kindneſs is upright perſons reaſon to en- 
a — 3 — "7. large our views of them, in 
ips ſhall praiſe thee, "Ws 
contemplating thy benignity 
E52:30 and goodneſs ;, becauſe they 


k are not only neceſſary to ac- 
a commodate this life, but to 
, ſtamp it with the higheſt 


value, and give the mind the 
nobleſt ſatisfaction; beſides 
proſpects of a better endleſs 
being: on theſe accounts L 
will..confeſs my obligations, 
and applaud and adore thine 
ever- bleſſed nam. 
4. Thus will I And conformable to theſe 4 
— * Bc juſt ſentiments, to the utmoſt 
ball n ale, mie of ny contingance ber 
below, I will, expreſs myſelt 
with the higheſt; eſteem and 
regard of thee: I will exert 
all my abilities to unite man- 
kind in thy true worſhip and 
ſincere obedience. | 
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Far 


A PArtAPHRASE on the 


As the bodily appetites are 
with the | beſt proviſion; or 
choiceſt ' and moſt delicious 
nouriſhment; fo ſhall my beſt 
affections and rational facul- 
ties be refreſhed and moſt 
pleaſingly gratified by the 
exerciſes of devotion: m 
expreſſions ſhall render thy 
mighty works and —— 
ections univerſally 
z1owledged, . through the 
vehemeht -exulting and tri- 


umphant manner in which [ 


will proclaim them. 
6 My exalted thoughts of 
thee ſhall not end with the 
external ſervice, but be con- 
tinued as often as I awake in 
devour commemorations up- 
on my bed; and in grateful 
reflections on thy mercies 
during the ſeveral diviſions 
and wehre, of the ſilent 
night. os 

In as ches as a kind 
providence, whatever my paſt 


been, hath conſtantly admi- 
niſtred timely ſuecour: there- 
fore with the greateſt readi- 
neſs and chearfulneſs I can 
commit myſelf to thy pro- 
teRion as to the future, and 
am perfectly ſafe in it. 


© In 
* * 


neceſſities - or diſtreſſes have 


5. My ſoul ſhall 
be ſatisfied as avi 
marrow and fatneſs: 
and my mouth fhall 
praiſe thee with j 10y- 
ful lips. 


6.When I remem- 
ber thee upon my 
bed, and meditate 


on theein the night- 


watches. 


7. Becauſe thou 
haſt been my help: 
therefore in the ſha- 
dow of thy wings 
will I rejoice. 


{ 
V 
t 
h 
8 
1 
1 


h 


lt 
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Joweth hard after 
thee : thy righthand 


9. But thoſe that 
ſeek my ſoul to de- 
ſtroy zt, ſhall go into 
the lower parts of 
the earth. 


10. 4 They mall | 
fall by the [word: 
they ſhalt be a por- 


tion for foxes. | 


Ig affection, duty, and the Seer. 47. 
K— — 


fidelity of virtue my ſoul ad- 


hereth to, and is-inſeparably | 


connected with thee: and 


anſwerably, like a right hand 


that takes faſt hold of and 
keeps from falling, doth thine 
exerted Omnipotence ſupport 
and preſerve me; 


* 
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Peat. 
xi. 8. 


+ Oncthe Scher hand; thoſe 9 


who are proſecuting all mea- 
ſures tending to take away 
my life, by a ſudden tumul- 
tuous and compleat deſtruc- 


tion; ſhall prove in the iſſue 


to have been only digging 
their own graves, and bring- 


ing upon themſelves a certain 


quick and dreadful fate. 


They ſhall periſh by means 10 


of a violent untimely death, 


or the ſword draining their 
blood: their dead bodies 


being expoſed or denied the 


rites of ſepulture, as if they 


were aſſigned and purpoſely 
divided into nt: them, 


hall become the prey of 


foxes and other wild beaſts. 
949 03 Whereas 


* 1 9 ' 
* 
42 53 3 


4 Literally, they ſhall. drain him by the hands of the 
ſword: Paleſtine and othes, eaſtern parts are ſaid to abound 
with a moſt ravenous and horrid kind of foxes, with which 
they take in the Thoet or Fackalls, that greedily devour 
human bodies and ſometimes dig them up out of the 
graves, filling the deſerth with moſt terrible howlings. Vid. 


Boch. Hieroz. L. III. C. 13. Judg. xv. 4. Theven. Trav. 
L. I. p. zog. L. II. p.519. 2 
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Ps ALM 


Ixiv. 1. 


A PAR APHRASE' on the 
Sacr. 47. ' Whereas the king at whom 


all their malignity is aimed, 


| beholding their wretched end 


and his own ſafety, fhall re- 
Joice in Gop-as a moſt righ- 
teous judge and his gracious 
preſerver : every one who is 
brought under an adjuration, 
or takes upon himſelf the 
moſt ſolemn obligation and 
religiouſly performs it, ſhall 
have occaſion to extol and 
applaud. his own wiſe con- 


duct: but the calumnies of a 
lying mouth ſhall be ſtopped. 


* 


1 1144090 194 £ 


| PSALM lciv. 14. 


„ $«cr. 48. DE thou graciouſly plea- 
— 


ſed; All- powerful and 
moſt merciful Gop, to ſhew: 
a particular regard to the 
meditations and heavy com- 


plaints I am now laying be- 
fore thee; and as placing me 


under the ſtrongeſt guard, 
by thy providence defend me 
againſt the preſent object 


of 


tt. But the kin 

ſhall rejoice in God; 
every one that ſwear. 
eth by him ſhall glo- 
ry: but the mouth 
of them that ſpeak 
lies ſhall be topped, 


Ps ALM Ixiv. 1. 
Ear my voice, 
O God, in my 
prayer; preſerve my 
life from fear of the 
enemy. 


quit 
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; my extreme apprehenſions, Szcr. 48. 
my life from the danger and 
inſtant death it is viſibly 
threatened with by a moſt 
formidable and implacable 
enemy. 
2. Hide me from As in ſome unknown re- 2 
the err 1 of treat, aſylum or ſanctuary do 
io of thou conceal and preſerve me 
the workers of ini- from falling a ſacr ifice, tO 
quity. ſecret dark conſpiracy of moſt 
miſchievous ungodly men: 
from a ſedition and moſt 
tumultuous factious commo- 
tion, of wretches who are in- 
defatigable in contriving to 
romote diſorder, confuſion 
and deſtruction, 
3. Who whet their Who, as {words are a. 


. tongue like a ſword, ted to do the more certain 
and bend their bows 


Palm < 
xiv. 1. 


l te ſboot their arrows and ſpeedy execution, pre- 
f wen bitter words. Par c their aſper ſions and Ca- 
a lumnies that they may give 
the deepeſt wounds; and as 
they tread upon, that they may 
| bend and ſtring their bows 
e, to ſhoot; ſo are their invect- 
L ives and calumnies contriyved 
* and adapted to do the great- 


eſt miſchief. ; 
4. That they may That, like arrows fitted 4 


ſhoot in ſecret at the 
perfect © ſuddenly do and when the mark appears 


hh let fly; they may direct them 
+ "waged 5 at the beſt opportu nity to fall 
upon the man of plain inte- 

| grity, who harbours no evil 

Vor. III. Q deſigns 


226 


— 
PsALM 


Ixiv. 4. 


| A PARAPHRASE on the 
Szcr. 48. deſigns himſelf: ſuddenly and 


without giving the leaſt warn- 


ing do they level at him, who 


hath no apprehenſions of evil 
from others. 
In acting after this vile 


manner, they ſeem deter- 


mined to a degree of obſti- 
nacy and intrepidity: as thoſe 
who jointly contrive to lay 
ſnares, they meet to conſult 
how to do miſchief ſecretly: 
and as if it was impoſlible to 
detect them, they have the 

reſumption to aſk, — who 


ſhall obſerve or diſcover them? 


6 - They are at infinite pains 


to invent and contrive how 


under ſome diſguiſe to per- 


petrate their inſidious dark 
deſigns: their policy is truly 
refined, and their vicious pro- 
jects, reſpecting one and all 
of them, far removed from 
a common obſervation, in- 
deed almoſt inſcrutable by an 
human underſtanding. 


Nevertheleſs, before their 


inexplicable horrid ſchemes 
ſhall be executed, they ſhall 


be remarkably blaſted: like 


a dart or arrow aimed direct- 
ly at a living mark, and diſ- 
charged with the utmoſt 
force, ſo as to wound or kill 


| it; with ſuch ſudden and 


irre- 


5. They encourage 
themſelves i an evil 
matter: they com- 
mune of laying 
ſnares privily, they 


ſay, who ſhall ſee 


them ? 


6. They ſearch 
out iniquities, they 
accompliſh a dil. 
gent ſearch: both 
the inward thought 
of every one of then, 
and the heart i deep 


7. But God ſliall 
ſhoot at them with 
an arrow, ſuddenly 
ſhall they be wound: 
ol 


K 0 
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8. So they ſhall 
make their own 
tongue to fall upon 
themſelves : all that 
ſee them ſhall flee 
away, 


9. And all men 
arch ſhall fear, and ſhall 
they declare the work of 
dili- God; for they ſhall 
both lH wiſely conſider of 
ought WH his doing. 


d ſhall 
m with 
ddenly 


10. The righteous 
ſhall be glad in the 
Lox, and ſhall truſt 
u him; and all the 


upright. 


irreſtible violence ſhall the Szcr. 48. 


divine judgments overtake 


and diſable or deſtroy them. 14 
The iſſue, quite ſubverſive g 


of their intentions to ruin the 
innocent, ſhall exhibit all the 
miſchief their evil tongues 


meant fallen upon themſelves: 


ſpectutors, eſpecially thoſe 
who have any connexion with 
them, ſhall be thrown into 
the greateſt conſternation, 


and ſhall betake themſelves 


to a precipitate flight for 


ſafety. 
The awful circutnſtance 9 


ſhall carry in it a ſtrik- 
ing admonition to the bulk of 


mankind; they ſhall be led 
to reckon it in the higheſt 


degree dangerous as well as 
criminal to act in this aban- 
doned manner: they ſhall 
publickly declare this ſolemn 
fact as a demonſtration both 
what Gop has done, and what 
he probably will do in ſuch 
caſes: ſo that by pertinent 
ſolid reflexions upon theſe 
righteous judgments, they 
ſhall at one and the ſame time 
improve their underſtandings 
and better their morals. 


On the other hand, the 10 


good and benevolent man 
ſhall rejoice in the divine cle- 
Q 2 mency 
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PALM 


Liv. 10. 


SECT. 48. 
— wm 


Ps ALM 
Ixv. 1. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 43. mency and mercy to him; upright in heart ſbal 
and ſhall ever more hope and glory. 


truſt for ſafety under his pro- 
tection : and all men of ſtrict 
morals, or an inviolable inte- 
grity of virtue, ſhall admire 
the procedure, and celebrate 
the perfections of a moſt juſt 
and glorious Goo. 


PSALM LXV. 


Thankſzivings due for mercies. The happineſs o 


being continually employed in religious exerciſe, 
Almighty God the deliverer of Iſrael. The bene- 
Factor and governour of the whole earth. Hi 
Providence conſpicuous, in the ſtability of mour 
tains: the rule of ſeas: and reſtraint of popular 
 tumulis::.in the influences of the heavenly bodies 
upon this earth: and the benefits ariſing from 
Pafemable and plenteous ſhowers. N Directed is 
the maſter of muſick. A pſalm of praiſe, aud 

. ſong to be ſung by the quire, compoſed by David, 
 Theoccaſion, as is reckoned, the three years famine 


mentioned, 2 Sam. xxi. 


PSALM Ixv. 1. 
Ributary acknowledg- 
| ments of the ſincereſt 
gratitude, 'O thou Gop and 
Father of all mercies, are in- 
Aren due, for its favours 
bounties, to thy good 


/ 


providence ; and reaſonably 


expected to be ſolemnly paid 
l 6 ann 


PSA LM Ixv. 1. 


e Raiſe waiteth 
for thee, 0 
God, in Sion: and 
unto thee ſhall the 
vow be performed. 


e Some render, filence to theb, i. e patiently waiting, 0! 


entirely depending on thee, is praiſe, 


al 


85 0 
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by the whole 1/ee/itifþ nation Stcr. 48* 
in thy facred manſion upon Te 
mount Sion: and in honour en 
they are obliged, in the, _ 
moſt perfect manner to per- 
form the vows made in af- 
fliction, of rendering peace- 
offerings for deliverance. 

2. O thou that O thou, who art moſt eaſy 2 
heareſt prayer, unto of acceſs, and graciouſly in- 
— mall all fie clined readily to gratify thy 

; faithful worſhippers in 
their humble and rational pe- 
titions: all mankind ſhall 
eſteem 1t equally their privi- 
lege as their duty to draw 
nigh to thee: implore thy 
mercy and celebrate thy 
goodneſs,” 8 

3. f Iniquities The woful demerit and 3 
prevail againſt me: judgment or puniſhment due 
"a m—_— to our multiplied iniquities, 
purge them away. like a champion in battle, or 
a deluge of waters, might ſoon 
overcome all our ſtrength and 
threaten our utter deſtruc- 
tion: but ſuch is thy lenity and 
boundleſs compaſſion to our 
infirmities and even our re- 
volts anddefections, that upon 


23 our 


f It ſeems to have been an ancient prevailing opinion, 
that dangers and evils were the effeQs of ſin: zo blot out the 
one therefore denotes being delivered from the other: and 
the ſenſe may be, as an ingenious author has it, when the 
weight of our fins grows too heavy for us to ſtruggle with, 
&c. — that is, when our calamities gro beyond all human 


redreſs, then thou ſuccoureſ us. gs 
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PSALM 


lxv. 3. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


our repentance and amend- 


ment thou wiltcover and par- 
don them. 
Their ſituation I truly con- 
gratulate al moſt envy as pecu- 
liarly happy, who ſelected 
from the reſt of mankind, and 


free'd from their cares and 


3 


ſtrifes are placed as it were in 
thy more immediate preſence, 
ever to remain at perfect eaſe 


within thy ſacred courts, 


was this delightful ſtation to 
be aſſigned us, we ſhould be 
abundantly ſatisfied with the 
advantages and bleſſings of 
thy houſe, even of thy holy 
tabernacle. 

When from that place ap- 
propriated to Gop and reli- 
gion, we humbly offer up 
under any afflictions or cala- 
mities our ardent ſupplica- 
tions; thou, O Gop our great 
deliverer, wilt anſwer by 
tremendous diſplays: of thy 
Omnipotence and Providence 
in our juſt vindication: what- 
ever quarters of this earth 
they are diſperſed to, thou art 
a certain dependance to all 
who rely upon and are ſubject 
to thee; whether they are 
ſtationed in the ſkirts and ex- 

treme 


4. Bleſſed 7s th: 
man whom thou 
chooſeſt, and cauſeſt 
to approach unto 
thee, that he may 
dwell in thy s courts: 
we ſhall be fatisfed 
with the goodneſs 
of thy houſe, even 
of thy holy temple. 


5. By terrible 
things in righteouſ- 
neſs, wilt thou an- 


ſwer us, O God of 


our ſalvation: who 


art the confidence of 
all the ends of the 
earth, and of them 
that are afar off hen 
the ſea. 


s Court, a vacant ſpace open to the ſky, in the midi of 


2a houſe built round about it, 


the 
the 
wa 
mu 


— — 0% 


6. Which by his 


firength ſetteth faſt 
the mountains; being 
girded with power. 


7. Which ſtilleth 
the noiſe of the ſeas, 
the noiſe of their 
waves, and the tu- 
malt of the people. 


They alſo that 
cell in the utter- 
moſt parts are afraid 
a thy tokens; thou 
makeſt the out- 
goings of the morn- 


ing and evening to 
rejoice, 
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treme borders of the conti- Szcr. 48. 
nent, or ſtill farther diſtant 


dwell on ſea- coaſts or in, 
iſlands. 

Who by virtue of his6 
ſtrength and wiſdom hath ſet 
in a right poſition the bulky 
mountains, and eſtabliſhed 
them upon a firm and un- 
ſhaken baſis; the ſeveral parts 
thereof being ſtrongly ce- 
mented, and as it were girded 


about, by a force, law or 


certain ſtability, which his 
ſovereign power hath origi- 
nally ſtampt upon and pre- 
ſerves to them. 

With his ſingle word or 7 
ſovereign rod he ſinks down 
the ſwelling ſea, ſtops the 
ruſhing tempeſt, or ſilences 
the roaring billows; and 
which bears a ſtrong reſem- 
blance to the violent agita- 
tions of a foaming ocean, he 
eaſily pacifies, or inſtantly 
commands the moſt tumul- 
tuous popular cammotions 
into a perfect calm. 

Remote- nations and in-8 
habitants of extreme parts of 
the earth, are ſeized with a- 
ttoniſhment at the extraordi- 
nary tokens and truly alarm- 
ing teſtimonies exhibited, of 
thy uncontrollable abſolute 

Q 4 jurif- 
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PSALM 


Ixv. 8. 


A PAR APRRASE on the 


Sxcr. 48. juriſdiction: the regular con- 


ſtant courſe of things inſpires 
all thinking minds with a 
peculiar pleaſure and admi- 
ration: even the beauty order 
and uſes of day and night, 
perpetually ſucceeding one 
another in an unaltered and 
moſt agreeable rotation. 


9 By the conſtancy and uni- 


verſality of thy regard and 
inſpection, the whole earth is 
ſupported and accommodat- 
ed: after it has languiſhed 
and been impoveriſhed with 
a general drought, thou re- 
covereſt and greatly enricheſt 


it with thy clouds; which 


being replete with element 
are directed to empty them- 
ſelves according to the ſeveral 
occaſions: ſometimes on one 


ſpot of ground, ſometimes on 


another: thou giveſt the for- 
mer and the latter rain, and 
with all kind concurrence that 
can reaſonably be expected 


from thy providence, prepareſt 


corn and makeſt fruitful ſea- 


ſons agreeably to thy own 
original conſtitution; the pro- 


-' - miſes 


9. Thou Þ viſiteſt 


the earth, and water- 


elt it: thou greatly 
enricheſt it with the 
river of God which 
is full of water: thou 
prepareſt them corn, 
when thou haſt {6 
provided for it. 


- b Aben Ezra and Kimchi render, and the original wil 
bear this interpretation, thouv haſt wifited in mercy, i. e 
bleſſed the eurth or land, after thou hadſt made it dry dt 
thirſty, Sb haſt or doſt enrich it greatly, &c, 


mm „ a 


„ 


all 
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miſes of thy word and the Sacr. 48. E 
laws of thy creation. oath ferns 


10 Thou watereſt Thou thoroughly moiſtens B. e 


Ixv. 9, 10. 


2 OT od a crown, thou adorneſt and 
paths drop fatneſs. truly dignifieſt the whole 
annual revolution with teſti- 
monies of thy bounty and 
goodneſs; and from the tracks 
of thy chariot wheels, or foot- 
ſteps of thy perfection and 
providence drop down de- 
licacies, proſperity and all 
deſirable bleſſings. 
12. They drop They plentifully diſtil on 12 
1 N ur the ſheep-paſtures of the wil- Z 
the little hills rejoice derneſs, producing a moſt = 
en every fide. agreeable lively verdure: the J 
little hills, in the lowing herds = 
. N ** 
and bleating flocks that graze B 
and their young that friſk TH 
. upon them, ſeem animated, 6 
| active and exulting. , 
| 13. The paſtures As the human body is 13 "0 
wil e, clothed with clothed and adorned with: the 1 
1, e. ocks; the valleys ©, - 4 | 1 {+ 
ry of Aſo are covered over I icheſt attire or ſtrongeſt ar- 
f with mour, 


the ridges thereof 
abundantly : thou 
ſettleſt the furrows 
thereof: thou makeſt 
it ſoft with ſhowers, 
thou bleſleſt the 
ſpringing thereof. 


11 Thou crowneſt 
the year with thy 


the ridges or riſing earth of 
the plowed land: thou pe- 


netrateſt or ſinkeſt deep into 


the furrows thereof: thou 
ſofteneſt and melloweſt it into 
a kind and fertile ſoil with the 
copious falling of diſſolving 
ſhowers; thy bleſſing makes 
the ſeed ſown in it ſhoot forth, 
increaſe and flouriſh. 


As the head is encircled with 11 
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Sgcr. 49. 
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PSALM 
Ixvi. 1. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


mour, ſo are the paſtures 
wholly covered and nobly 
decorated with flocks; the 
valleys alſo are overſpread 
with the golden ears of a 
moſt promiſing harveſt ; as 
men ſing when ſomething 
highly pleaſes them, or ſhout 
tor triumph, all nature appears 
in a fort of gayety, and the 
ſmiling ſeaſon to be marked 
out for delight and feſtivity. 


with corn; they ſhont 
for joy, they - alſo 
ſing. 


PSALM LXVI. S. ECT. XLIX. 


All people invited to acknowledge the univerſal 
ſovereign. Reaſons grounded on his providence, 
and remarkable deliverances of his true worſhip- 
pers. His judgments upon the rebellious and in- 
corrigibie. Life preſerved under threatening 
dangers, perſonal mercies recogniſed, and vw 


performed. A ſong or pſalm diremed to the 


maſter of muſick. 


Ps 11 M Ixvi. 1. 
IT H joyful acclama- 


blaſts of a ſhrill trumpet, or 
the loudeſt ſhouts of a trium- 
phant army, do you, all ye 
inhabitants of this earth, de- 
clare the excellency and glory 


of the All-ruling and Inde- 
_ pendent Deity. hy, 
2 Form your voices, in the 


molt perfect ſacred muſick, 
e for 


tions, like the longeſt 


Ps atm lIxvi. 
AKE a joyfol 
noiſe unto 


God, all ye lands. 


2. Sing forth the 
honour of his name: 
make his praiſe glo- 
rious. | 


ifs 
0 


ful 
nto 
8. 


the 


me: 


glo- 
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3. Say unto God, 
how terrible art thou 
in thy works! thro' 
the greatneſs of thy 
power ſhall thine e- 
nemies ſubmit them- 
{elves unto thee. 


4. All the earth 
ſhall i worſhip thee, 
and ſhall ſing unto 

thee, 


for melodiouſly diſplaying Szcr. 49. 
the dignity and glory of 
the divine Omnipotence, wil- , 


dom and benevolence : raiſe 
his iliuſtrious deeds, as they 
richly merit, to the higheſt 
degree of grandeur, majeſty 
and ſublimity. 


Proclaim to the honour of 3 


that power which made and 
wields the wonderous whole 


of being, ſaying, we are ſtruck 


with tremendous awe and the 


utmoſt religious reverence at 


contemplating thy dreadful 
judgments and aſtoniſhing 
tranſactions! Through the 
certainty of thy unlimited 
power, and the repeated mul- 
tiplied inſtances of its exer- 
tion it may be fully depend- 
ed on, that thine adverſaries 
in the end will be compelled 
at leaſt to diſſemble their en- 
mity, profeſs regard, or make 
teigned ſubmiſſions. 


With the humbleſt pro- 4 


ſtrate adoration, the whole 
| human 


I NW ſignifies bowing the head in token of civil reſpet; 
and proſtration, falling on the knees and touching the 
ground with the head, as is now practiſed in the eaſt, as a 
mark of that, or of religious reverence The laſt due only 
to God, but paid to idols and aſſumed by tyrants. The 
Per/ian, monarchs claimed it, but would never be complied 
with in this claim by any men of honour among the Greeks, 


RY Cart, L. VIII. C 


5. This divine worſhip by proſtra- 


tion, 


3 


3 


= — — 


Lg - * 
— . «+ © 
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Szcr. 49. human ſpecies ſhall preſent thee, they ſhall fig 


Ren mmm 
Ps a LM 


kv. 4. 


5 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


their religious addreſſes be- 
fore the exalted throne of thy 
ſupreme Majeſty ; and in the 
devouteſt hymns ſing forth 
thy praiſes: in the higheſt 
ſtrains with the moſt harmo- 
nious muſick they ſhall cele- 
brate thee as poſſeſſed of an 
univerſal dominion and all 
poſſible perfection. | 
Let all men attend, ob- 
ſerve and admire the vaſt de- 
ſigns and wonderful opera- 
tions of divine providence: 
what judgments he hath exe- 
cuted, and inexpreſſibly dread- 
ful expedients he hath ap- 


: plied, to perplex the affairs 


and puniſh the inventions, of 
the degenerate and abandon- 
ed among mank ind. 


6 This hardened Pharaob to 


his coſt experienced, in the 
return of the Red Sea's ſwelling 
waves upon him and his hoſt; 
which had deſerted their chan- 
nel for the ready paſſage of 
our oppreſſed and purſued 
anceſtors: without any thing 
to retard, the greateſt 80 

ers 


to thy name. Selah, 


5. Come and ee 
the works of God: 
he is terrible in hi 
doing toward the 


children of men. 


6. He turned the 
ſea into dry land: 
they went throug\i 
the flood on fort, 
there did we rej0ic ce 
in him. 


Gon, as was ; uſually performed to himſelf, not any common 
mark of honour, Abaſuerus is ſuppoſed to have command. 
ed to be given to his favourite Haman; therefore Mordeci 
the Je could not in conſcience * what: he regarded 
as 4 ſpecies of idolatry, 


(30 
and 
of | 
teal 


the 
id: 
ph 
Gt, 
ice 


non 
ind- 
lecai 
-ded 
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ders advanced under the di- Szcr. . 


7. He ruleth by 


his power k for ever, 
his eyes behold the 
nations: let not 
the rebellious exalt 
themſelves. Selah. 


8. O bleſs our 
God, ye people; 
and make the voice 


of his praiſe to be 
heard. 


t The Chald. and Hy: ſeem to have given the right 
ſenſe of y in this paſſage, as referring to ſpace rather 


vine conduct, and dry-ſhod 


crouded along that water- , 


courſe which was uſually 
overftowed : on that ſpot, the 
original founders of our na- 
tion in the moſt grateful 
acknowledgments, celebrated 
the eternal potentate for the 
wonderful glorious occaſion. 


It is not any diſtrict or di- 7 


viſion of mankind ſeparately 
that the Almighty governs; 
but by an abſolute authority 
he is Lox D of the univerſe; 
his Omniſcience and watch- 
ful providence are compre- 
henſive of the greateſt diver- 


ſity of people and nations: 


the obſtinate and incorrigible 
ſhould not pervert or pride 
themſelves in the trifle of 
wealth or power they com- 
mand, for he is infinitely 
above them and can eaſily 
reduce them. 


O all ye kindreds and na- 8 


tions, in one united grand 
aſſembly join to declare 
your higheſt eſteem and 


veneration for the King of 


kings, the Lon p of lords; 
| | proclaim 


than duration, and as ſignifying a dominion or juriſdiction 
over the whole world, and all perſons and things in it. 
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Ps ATU 
xvi. G. 


A PARAPHRASE 


Szer. 49 proclaim to all the world his 
—— rightful dominion, and the 


irrefragable teſtimonies of his 
immenſe perfection. 

To whoſe bounty and 
goodneſs we are to aſcribe it 
that we are ſituated, ſupport- 
ed, and with conſtant ſupplies 
accommodated, ſo that we 
live and breathe: and not- 


on the 


9. Which holdeth 
our ſoul in life, and 
ſuffereth not our feet 
to be moved. 


vithſtanding unnumbered diſ— 


aſters and calamities to which 
we are obnoxious, are not 
ſo attacked that we cannot 
avoid or ſuſtain them; nor ſo 
overpowered and diſabled 
but by a regular diligence 
we can ſupply all nature's 
demands. 

Indeed we have ſometimes 
been apprehenſive that we 
ſhould be reduced to theſe 
extremities; and have actu- 
ally. conflicted with extraor- 
dinary difficulties; but, as 
precious metals are tried and 
refined in the furnace, ſo, All- 
wiſe and molt gracious Gop, 


thou haſt only appointed us 


a ſeverer diſcipline to pro- 
duce our virtue, or improve 
it to true perfection. | 

11 As game are purſued into 
toils and ſnares, ſo have we 


fallen a prey to the power or 


policy of our enemies; our 


Z 


burdens: . 


10. For thou, 0 
God, haſt proved us, 
thou haſt tried us as 
filver 1s tried. 


11. Thou brough- 
teſt us into the net, 
thou laidſt affliction 
upon our loins. 


LI 


Ls, 
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12. Thou haſt 


cauſed men to ride 


over our heads; we 
went through fire 
and through water: 
but thou brought- 
eſt them out into a 
wealthy place. 


13 and 14. I will 
go into thy houſe 
with burnt-offerings: 
| will pay thee my 
vows, which my lips 
haveuttered, and my 
mouth hath ſpoken 


when I was in trou- 
dle. 


tranſplanted 
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burdens have been ſo heavy, Sect. 49. 
our miſeries preſſed ſo hard TITS 
upon us as ſometimes to try j,,; — 
our utmoſt ftrength, if not 
exhauſt it. „ 

Men of the ſame earthly 12 
make and faſhion with our- 
ſelves, have been ſuffered in 
the height of their arrogance 
to triumph over, trample up- 
on, and reduce us to a moſt 
miſerable condition of abject 
ſlavery: our perils and eſcapes 
have reſembled the extreme 
dangers ariſing from fire and 
water: nevertheleſs thou haſt 
kindly extricated, as it were 
into. a moſt 
fertile ſoil, and every way 
ſituated us to our advantage 
and ſacisfaction. | | 
Being thus peaceably and 13, 14. 
comfortably ſettled, and in 
all reſpects flouriſhing and 
happy; as becomes the re- 
preſentative. of this favoured 
people I will enter thy facred 
tabernacle with burat-offer- 
ings, and in the ſolemnities 
of worſhip pay my moſt 
thankful acknowledgments: 
particularly, diſcharge thoſe 
ſacred and irrevocable enga- 
gements, which came readily 
out of my lips when I was 
involved in afflictions and ca- 

7 lamities, 


— 


A PARAPHRASE 


Sect. 49. lamities, and which I volun- 
= tarily declared I would cer- 


tainly perform if ever I was 
free'd trom them. 

I will humbly offer up the 
richeſt ſacrifices of ſtall-fed 
beaſts that are full of mar- 
row: frankincenſe hall 
fume and the fat of rams 
imoke upon. thine altar: I 
will thankfully preſent horned 

cattle at full age, an& the 
choiceſt nn of the whole 
flock. 

Be preſent al ye friends of 
Gop and virtue, and for your 
encouragement attend, whilſt 
I faithfully report what I have 
experienced of the ways of 
providence; how wonderful- 
ly my life hath been preſerv- 
ed, and what benignity ſhew- 
ed in the courſe of it. 

An entire carthly proſpe- 


rity, might not on all accounts 


have been ſo much for my 


real benefit, as an imperfect 
frail mortal : but whenever 
I have. been in affliction 
and adverſity, I no ſooner 
implored than I received his 
kind affiſtance; and almoſt 
with one and the ſame breath, 


humbly ſupplicated his mercy 


and — celebrated his 


1 
W ithout 


on the 


15. J will offer 
unto thee burnt. 
ſacrifices of fatlings, 


with the incenſe of 


rams: I will offer 
bullocks with goats. 
Selah. 


16. Come and hear 
all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare 

what he hath done 
for my ſoul. 


17. J cried unto 
him with my mouth, 
and he was extolled 
with my tongue. 


Whi 


2ar 
od, 
are 
one 


Into 


uth, 
led 


18. If I regard 


iniquity in my heart, 


the LoRb will not 
hear me. 


19. But verily 
God hath heard ue: 
he bath attended to 
the voice of my 
prayer. 


* 


„ 


20. Bleſſed be God, 
which hath not turn- 


Vo I. III. 


ed 
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Without breach of modeſty Sgr. 49. 
allow me to obſerve, that 


acted conſiſtently; never after xvi. 


an inſincere and hypocritical 
manner: neither could I have 
expected my devotion, how- 
ever zealous it was, to be re— 
carded, if in my inward frame 
and temper I approved ini- 
quity or idolatry, evil or miſ- 

chief: if 1 had, or ever ſhall 


| 3 any thing in view, that 
is the reverſe of that folid 


good and happineſs which 


attend virtue and true reli— 


gion, it is a certain rule with- 


out exception, the LoR Dp 
rejects my homage; grants 


not my requeſts, nor do offer- 


ings, prayers or vows in the 
lcaſt avail with him. 


It may be reckoned then 19 


a divine teſtimony in my fa- 
vour, and demonſtration that 
I am conſcious of no latent 
guile; for it is undeniably 
evident, that Go hath heard 
and granted my petitions: 
and in being prevailed upon 
by my humble ſupplicating 
ſpirit, hath given abundant 
witneſs to the truth of my 
principles or the ſincerity of 
my virtue. 


Am 1 not maniſeſtly * 20 


voured with a divine atteſta- 


tion, for with the utmoſt re- 


R verence 
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Ps ALM 


Ivi. 20. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Ster. 49. verence and to his eternal ed away my prayer, 


honour be it ſpoken, the Al- 


mighty hath not rejected what 
in my own. behalf I have 
humbly arbitrated with him; 
nor doth it appear from the 
courſe of his providence, that 
I am not the object of his 
extraordinary regard and be- 


neficence. 


Ser. 49. 
. 


PsALM 


Ixvii. 1. 


nor his mercy from 
me. 


PSALM LXVII. 


Bleſſings bumbly requeſted for the Iſraelitiſh nation 
and in them for all mankind. Tbanłſgiving « 


uni ver ſal obligation, and the 
on to raiſe the higheſt hopes. 


oundwork where- 
A pſalm or ſong 


e praiſe directed to the maſter of muſick, to bt 
performed on ſtringed inſtruments and ſung lo. 
An imitation, as is ſuppoſed, of the form i 

bleſſing uſed by the prieſts on ſolemn occaſion. 


Numb. vi. 23, 24, 25. 


PSALM Ixvii. 1. 
F ET us offer up our moſt 
L humble-and ardent ad- 
fles to the Creator and 
LokD of the univerſe, that 
he would be pleafed to vouch- 
ſafe us his regard and pro- 
tection, with all uſeful and 
deſirable favours and bleſ- 
fings : that by his gracious 
preſence and the diſpoſitions 
of his kind [providence he 


PSsATLM hen. I, 


OD be merc- 

ful unto us, and 
bleſs us: and cauls 
his face to ſhine up- 
on us. Selah. 


would 


! 
el 


pr 


2. That thy way 
may be known upon 
earth, thy ſaving 
health among all 
nations. 


3. Let the people 
1 paſe bee. O God; 
et all the people 
praiſe thee. 


4. O let the na- 
ons be glad an 
no for joy : for thou 


ſhalt 


derful works may be acknow- 


formed into ſocieties, from 
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would diſperſe any gloomy Secr. 49. 


apprehenſions we may be 
under, and in every reſpect ii | 
place us in agreeable happy * 
circumſtances. 

Grant this, moſt merciful? 
Father, that by means of our 
proſperous and flouriſhing 
ſtate, who know and worſhip 
thee the true Gop; rational 
ſentiments and a becoming 
religious homage and obe- 
dience may univerſally pre- 
vail: and thy juſt govern- 
ment, righteous laws, and won- 


ledged and admired in this 
land, and throughout all the 
kingdoms of the world. | 
O thou moſt beneficent3 
Gop, by conferring upon 
them the greateſt obligations, 
the true knowledge of thyſelf, 
engage the people, with plea- 
ſure, from a ſenſe of grati- 
tude, -to confeſs and adore 
thy power and goodneſs: and 
let theſe profeſſions, together 
with all inſtances of regular 
moral obedience, prevail 
every where that people are 


the ſun's riſing beams to irs 
letting rays. 
Olet thecivil governments 4 
and different communities of 
m4 4 mankind 


- 
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PSA LN 


Ixvii. 4. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


mankind rejoice in the know- 
ledge of true religion, as in 
feſtival ſolemnities; and ex- 
preſs their ſincereſt joys in 
devout ſongs and in the 
loudeſt acclamations : for it 
is a ſentiment full of hope, 
big with triumph to all righ- 


teous men, that conformably 


to rules of impartial equity 
thou adminiſtreſt all affairs; 
and in due time wilt rectify 
all ſeeming inequalities and 
diſorders: with wiſdom and 
moderation regulateſt and 
conducteſt the greateſt diver- 
ſity of nations, by the ſalutary 
laws of virtue to perfection 
and happineſs. 


5 Grant, All-knowing and 


moſt bountiful Gop, that with 
the nobleſt thankſgivings of 
orateful hearts and uniformly 
good lives, the people may 
confeſs thy power and pro- 
vidence: throughout thy vaſt 
dominions let all people, by 
having their hearts united in 
thy faith'and fear, celebrate 
and adore thy unbounded 
greatneſs and goodneſs. 


6 All men without exception 


and providence, the deſcend- 


lie under indiſpenſable obli- 
gations to religious gratitude, 
for the bleſſings of nature 


ing 


ſhalt judge the peo. 
ple righteouſly, and 
govern the nations 
upon earth. Selah. 


5. Let the people 
praiſe thee, O God; 
let all the peopk 
praiſe thee. 


6. Then ſhall the 
earth yield her in- 
creaſe; and God, 
even our own Gov 


ſhall bleſs us. 


7. God ſhall bleſs 
us, and all the ends 
of the earth ſhall 


fear him. 
ople 


300 ; 
opk 
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ful earth returns its annual 
preſents to thoſe that culti- 
vate it; and in its various 
conſtant productions affords 
abundant ſuſtenance for man 
and beaſt: the exhauſtleſs 
fountain of all mercies, even 
our eternal Gop and Father, 
who . hath diſtinguiſhed us 
with the nobleſt privileges, is 
moſt conſpicuouſly deſirous 
that we ſhould-duly improve 
them, and in all reſpects be 
proſperous and happy. 


May this be the bleſſed 7 


effect of all his kindneſs, and 


our. nation ever a moſt flou- 
riſhing one: that by means 


of our importance and true 
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ing rains and fruitful ſeaſons Seer. 49. 
are all in common: the grate- W] 


SALM 


Ixvii. 6. 


excellence, our ſecular great- 


neſs and our ſhining light of 
truth and goodnels; the re- 
moteſt quarters may be led 
to put on a religious cha- 
racter, and practiſe a re- 
gular and uniform virtue and 


piety. 


N 3 PSALM 
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PSALM LXVIN. SECT. I. 


God ariſing to judgment. The wicked deſtroyed. 
The righteous triumpbant. The injured vindi- 
cated. The lowly neglefted and oppreſſed, exalted, 
The Iſraelites ſupported and protected in the 
wilderneſs. Their ſervitude and miſeries. Their 
deliverances. The manner of celebrating and 
aſcribing glory to God for them. A pſaim ur 
ſong of David, direfied to the maſter of muſich. 
The occafion, ſome ſuppoſe, to be bringing up 
the ark to Jeruſalem : others, with a peculiar 
ſolemnity carrying it from mount Zion into the 
camp, to animate the ſoldiery in an engagement 
againſt ſome formidable enemy. 


Ps a LM Ixviii. r. Ps a LM lxviii. 1. 


Szcr. 50. T ET the Omnipotent ET God ariſe 


— let his enemies 
P$sALM Gop ſtand up for us, beſcattered:letthem 


Laviii, 1. 48 aur judge, patron and aiſo that hate hin 
: avenger : let heathen idola- flee before him. 


ters and his inveterate ene- | 
mies, however reſolute and 
ſtrongly connected, like a 
Potter's veſſel that is broken 
in pieces, be ſeparated and 
entirely diſperſed : let them 
alſo who ſlight his authority 
and trample upon his laws, 
flee, as to ſave their lives 
from imminent danger, even 
that of an earth-quake or 
conflagration, from his angry 
preſence and flaming ſword 
purſuing them. Fi 


* 
nam 
that 
heavy 
Al 
efor 
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2. As ſmoke is 
driven away, ſodrive 
thim away: as wax 
melteth before the 
fre, /o let the wicked 
periſh at the pre- 
ſegce of God. 


3. Zut let the righ · 
teous be glad: let 
them rejoice before 
God, yea, let them 
ezceedingly rejoice. 


4. Sing unto God, 
ling praiſes to his 
name: extol him 
that rideth upon the 
heavens by his name 
hay and rejoice 
efore him. 
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As the drieſt chaff or ligh- Seer. 50. 


teſt vapour of ſmoke is blown —* 


away with a hurricane or 
whirl-wind, ſo do thou drive 
and diſſipate them: As the 
conſiſtency and firmneſs of 
wax near a glowing fire diſ- 
ſolves, in like manner, at the 
tremendous appearance of the 
moſt high Gop, let. them 
loſe all vigour and courage 
and fink into deſpondency 
and deſtruction, 

On the other hand, let men 
of integrity and true benevo- 
lence be inſpired with joy and 
glory : their exalted merit be 
crowned with noble opportu- 


nities of celebrating the divine 


perfections, and rejoicing in 
his preſence and in the regard 
of his providence: yea, let their 
Joys be diſtinguiſnhed for every 
proper expreſſion of them, 
and for the higheſt degrees of 
tranſport and exultation. 
Like generous advocates 
of virtue and religion, exalt 
your voices tothe utmoſt pitch 
in honour of an everbleſſed 
God their grand patron: with 
the moſt correct and per- 
fect pſalmody, celebrate his 
illuſtriousexploitsand unrival- 
led Attributes: as a victorious 
general mounted in his trium- 


R 4 phant 


— 


PsALu 
Ixvitl. 2. 


3 


4 
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— 


PsALu 
Lxviii, 4. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
SecT. 50. phant chariot, raiſe him to 


the adoring view of all man- 
kind, for the nobleſt ſublimi- 
ty and majeſty, who preſides 
in the heaven of heavens and 
is eſſentially great, ſuperla- 
tive in every thing, and ab- 
ſolutely independent: before 


the ſymbols of his preſence 


hail him with the loudeſt ac- 
clamations, as immutable and 
eternal LoR D and maker of 
the whole creation. 

Notwithſtanding that he 
is ſupreme over all, and 
the higheſt heavens his glo- 
rious habitation, yet he is to 
all purpoſes a father; and 
naturally well affected to all 
his off- ſpring; particularly to 
deſtitute friendleſs orphans, 
and exquiſitely tender of their 
welfare and happineſs: ſeated 
on his eternal throne, he alſo 
takes cognizance of their 
cauſes and vindicates the 
rights of injured deſolate and 
diſtreſſed widows. 

In the courſe of his kind 
providence, this moſt affec- 
tionate parent ſupplieth thoſe 
with all domeſtick con- 
veniencies and bleſſings, 
whoſe wants had ſeparated 
them from human ſociety, 


and neceſſitated to lead a re- 


_ cluſe 


5. A father of the 
fatherleſs, and 2 
judge of the widows, 
is God in his holz 
habitation. 


6. God ſetteth the 9 
ſolitary in families: the 
he bringeth out thoſe * 
which are bound fon 
with chains, but the Sin 
rebellious dwell ini Veg 


dry land. of ( 


ene 


WS, 
01; 


h the 
es: 
thoſe 
ound 
It the 
1 104 
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cluſe and ſolitary life: he Seer. 50. 
reſtores captives or , yaſſals, CVD 


7, O God, when 
thou wenteſt forth 
before thy people; 
when thou didſt 
march through the 
wilderneſs, Selah. 


8. The earth ſhook, 
the heavens alſo 
Cropped at the pre- 
ſence of God: even 
Sinai itſelf awas mo- 
ved at the preſence 
of 5 the God of 

ael. 


the ſolid earth was thrown 


humours of arbitrary and 
mercileſs tyrants, to the ſweets 
of liberty and all the pleaſures 
of a moſt commodious ſitua- 
tion: but the refractory and 
incorrigible in wickedneſs, 
as placed on the top of a rock 
where nothing groweth, ſhall 


always remain in a barren 


land. 


morable and awful the 
ſcene, when thou conducteſt 
thy people by a pillar of 
a cloud by day and of fire 
by night! when eafily ſur- 
mounting all difficulties to 
perform the purpoſes of thy 
providence, thou regularly 


advanceſt with the rapid 
courſe of a victorious ge- 


neral, or the majeſtick gait 
of a dauntleſs lion, through 
the trackleſs wilds of an 
inhoſpitable deſert. 


As if nature's laws had 8 


been abrogated, and inani- 
mate beings on a ſudden 
endued with the quickeſt ſen- 
ſations; at the preſence of 
Deity, or from the impreſ- 
ſions of inſtant Omnipotence, 


into 


Bleſſed Govt how me- 7 
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ſubjected to the capricious 187i. | 


250 A PAR APHRASE on the 
Fer. 50. into the moſt violent com- 
motion or concuſſion; the T 
via. 8, Exalted heavens were diſſolv- ch 
ed and fell down in mighty * 
ſingle drops: notwithſtanding 1 


Sinai's ſtregth and fixedneſs, 

it tottered at the tremendous 

aſpect of the great ſovereign, 

the LoxD Gop of 1/ael. 
9 After the heavy calamity _ 9. Thou, O God. 

of a moſt exceſſive drought, eo 1 ad a 

moſt bountiful Lon p, out of thou adn conkers 
thine everlaſting mercy thou thine inheritance 90 
waſt pleaſed to ſend plentiful when it was weary, Bi « 
ſhowers of refreſhing rain: th 
whereby the people's minds, 
whom thou hadſt choſen for 


thy perpetual poſſeſſion, were 

ſet right in regard to thy m 
protection of them, when they ar 

plainly doubted it: and their ny 

unhappy tempers or the ex- | F 


tremity of their ſufferings, 
ſeemed to have exhauſted 
their patience and ſtaggered 
their religious confidence. 


The 


Some interpret this, God kept conſtantly /uſprndrd 
over his people a ſhower of bleſſings, from whence he 
rained manna and quails upon them. Or as Gataler and 
others, of that ſhower which dropt from the cloud when | 
it removed over the people's heads from the van to the pe. 
rear. Exed. xiv. 19. whereby St Pau / obſerves, they were ſol 
waſhed or baptized. 1 Cor. x. 3. Is not the reference w ef 
rain after drought, and moſt probably in the wilderneſs to ſul 
eonfirm the people's hope and traf in the Almighty, whe By de. 


they murmured and were in danger of deſpondency, per 
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10. ® Thy con- 
oregation hath dwelt 
therein, thou, O 
God. haſt prepared 
of thy goodneſs for 
the poor. 


11, The Lord 
gave the word, great 


wa; the company of 


thoſe that publiſhed 
it. 


12. Kings of ar- 
mies did flee apace: 
and ſhe that tarried 
at home divided the 
{poil, 


13. Though th 
have lien among the 
pots, yet all ye be 0 


The whole collective body Secr. 50. 
were fixed in peace and ſafety, Ve 
where they had lately been . 
diſtreſſed and in the greateſt 
danger: out of thine in- 
expreſſible goodneſs, thou 
placedſt thoſe in eaſy and 
comfortable circumſtances, 
whoſe ſpirits had been greatly 
depreſſed with a moſt wretch- 
ed ſervitude. 

The governour and maker 11 
of the univerſe iſſued out his 
high command, and inſtantly 
multiplied was the number 
of meſſengers who were ready 
to declare and perform it. 

Monarchs and leaders of 12 
confederate armies formed 
for action, exerted themſelves 
to the utmoſt in an expedi-- 
tious flight or precipitate re- 
treat: and they who were 
employed in domeſtick affairs 
not only had their ſhare in, 
but the privilege of dividing 
the whole of the booty. 

Though your condition, 13 
like that of ſkullions in a 
| kitchen 


m Some interpret this, God governed and protected his 
people by the miniſtry of angels, Others, that in that de- 
folate place where only wild beaſts could live, by ſhowers 
of manna a multitude of tamer living creatyres were 
ſuſtained, even of men and all their flocks and herds; The 
next ver. is underſtood of the female quire who ſupg the 
people's victories. Exod. xv. 20, 21. and by ſome, of them 
who ſpoiled the Egyptians by barrowing their jewels, 
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SECT. 50. 


PSALM 


Ixviii. 13. 


A PARAPHRASE 
kitchen or ſtrolling followers 
of a camp, has been to the 
laſt degree fordid and deſpi- 
cable; yet ſhall ye be ſettled 
in a moſt happy and ſplendid 
one; reſembling for cleanneſs 
and beauty the pigeon's ſilver- 
ed plumes, and out-ſhining 
thoſe feathers of hers which 


glitter like the yellowneſs of 
gold 


14 When the Almighty fa- 


15 


voured their arms with ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs; that 
upon Salmon ſeveral kings 
fled before them ; the aſpect of 
affairs was truly imagnificent, 
and glorious, like the gliſten- 
ing ſnow on that lofty moun- 
tain, | 

Baſhan's eminence might 
ſeem recommendatory of it 
to become the hill of Gop, 
and bear the ſymbols of- his 
preſence: Baſhan certainly 
raiſes exceeding high its 
towering head. rat 


16 Wherefore yeaſpiring hills, 


do ye arrogantly enter the 
liſts on account of your ele- 
vation? or for the ſake of 


your exalted brows and claud- 
| topt 


on the 


the wings of a dore 
covered with filver, 
and her feathers with 


yellow gold. 


14. When the 
Almighty ſcattered 
kings in it, it was 
avhite as ſnow in 
Salmon, 


iv, The hill c: 
God zs as the hill ci 
Baſhan, an high bi! 
25 the hill of Baihan, 


16. Why n ſcap 
ye, ye high hills] 
this is the hill <ubic- 
God defireth to 
dwell in, yea, the 
Loxp will dwell ir 


it for ever. 


V Kimchi approves R. Hai's interpretation from the Aral, 
inſtead of leap, what look you for, or what expect ye, ye high 


hills, to be done to you? which does not much alter the 
ſenſe, . 


aſc; 


tho 


ſrab. 
high 
the 
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17. The chariots 
of God are twenty 
thouſand; even thou- 
ſands of angels: the 
LoxDzsamongthem 
as in Sinai, in the 


holy place. 


18. Thou haſt 
aſcended on high, 
thou haſt led cap- 

tivity 


topt ſummits vainly pretend Secr. 50. 
to the honour? you cannot 
poſſibly come in competition 
for a deſirable ſituation with 
mount Zion; the high Gop 
himſelf entertains a peculiar 
affection to that pleaſant 
place; and hath actually de- 
rermined it to be the place of 
his fixed reſidence through- 
out all ages and generations. 

It is under his protection 17 
whoſe magnificence is inex- 
preſſible and his majeſty ab- 
ſolutely ſupreme: the chariots 
of the moſt high Gop are 
twenty thouſand ; even thou- 
ſands of thouſands of angels: 
as a monarch ſurrounded by 
his guards or a general by his 
army, the LoxD of the uni- 
verſe is in the midſt of them, 
directing their different pro- 
vinces in his grand admini- 
ſtration, with a vigilant con- 
cern for the ſecurity of his 
ſacred reſt: the ſame always 
as he once manifeſted his 
glory upon mount Sinai, and 
ſeparated that holy hill by 
boundaries from all the 
ground about it, thence with 
the utmoſt ſolemnity to iſſue 
forth his laws. 

As a victorious comman- 18 
der returning with all the 

honouis 


Ps ALU 
xviii. 16. 


Ster. 50. honours and trophies of war, 
——_— art exalted to an im- 
Arif. ig, mortality of fame: whatever 
ſpoil the enemy had taken 
thou haſt fully recovered: 
there is further gained ſuf- 


ficient for preſents to be di - 


vided amongſt a multi- 


tude of ſharers: even re- 


volters who long held it out 
are totally ſubdued : that a 

ſettled peaceful retreat might 
at length be ſecured, for the 
-ever-bleſſed ſymbols of the 
fupreme majeſty. 

19 In the higheſt degree 
-eſteemed and adored be the 
Lord of the whole creation, 
who as a kind of charge upon 
-himſelf, hath undertaken our 
ſupport, and perpetually pro- 
videth for us the greateſt 
plenty and variety of bleſ- 
-fings: even the Good and 
Omnipotent Gop to whom 
we are under obligations for 
many ſignal deliverances, as 
well as for our ordinary.con- 
ſtant ſafety and proſperity. 

20 It 1s his royal prerogative, 
or peculiar property whom 
we worſhip, to be a Gop to 
all the purpoſes of reſcuing 

from the greateſt dangers, 
and eſtabliſhing in perfect 
ſecurity and tranquillity : un- 
der the direction of the ſame 
neceſ⸗ 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


tivity captive : thou 


haſt received gifts 


for men; yea, f, 
the rebellious alſo, 
that the Lon p God 
might dwell amg 
them. 


19. Bleſſed be the 
Lok, who daily 
loadeth us with be. 
nefits, even the God 
of our falvation. Se- 
lah. 


20. He that is our 


God, 7s the God ot 


ſalvation ; and unto 


God the Loxp b 


long the iſſues from 
death, 


© ro wm 


—, <c = * #32 
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hoy | neceſſarily exiſting Being are Sscr. 50. 
ile all the determinations of mor- COTS 
1 | tality, or various multiplied * 
God paſſages whereby death iſſues 
nuns torth and deſtroys mankind. 
21. But God ſhall © And ſurely in one or other 20 
wound the head of of them he ſhall batter the 
his enemies: andthe head of his idolatrous ene- 
hairy ſcalp of ſuch X f | 
x one as goeth cn mies, or give them mortal 
fill in his treſpaſſes, and incurable wounds and 
bruiſes: and the ſhaggy hor- 
rid pate of every one, who 
reſolutely perſiſts in an habi- 
tual courſe of ſelf- condemned 
impiety and the moſt perni- 
— cious immorality. 
1 8 The fn 8 divine matchleſs Om- 22 
God — * ina f nipotence is the ſame as when 
Se. will | he 


o Hairy ſcalp, ſome interpret of the Arabians who ſuf- 
fered their hair to grow long on the top of the head ; that 
by ſtretching it out and raifing the hair, they might ſhew 
their ſavage temper and diſpoſition. | | 

? The Chald. Paraph. underſtands this of a reſurrection, 
and thus explains — I will bring again the juſt that are dead 
and devoured by wild beats. Abarbinel ſtill more refined 
from between the teeth, meaning of the beaſts that hath de- 
voured them. Some other of the Rabbis, approved this 
ſenſe as appears from the ſketch of hiſtory Schichard has 
preſerved in his Js Regium Aeb. p. 169. A Saracen com- 

| mander of a fleet from Cerduba in Spain cruizing on the 
is our coalt of Pa/e/iine, took a veſſel bound for Sebafte, with fome 


od of learned Jews on board: one eminent Rabbin amongſt the 
unto reſt, called R Mas the father of R. Enoch, together with 
D bt- bis wife a woman of exquiſite beauty ; whom the brute o 

from a Captain being about to raviih, ſhe calls to her huſband 


(who was within hearing, but in chains] and afks him in 
Hebrew whether they who were drowned in the ſea ſhould 
revive at the reſuriection of the dead. To whom he re- 
Plies in the words of this paſſage. 7Ie Lord ſaid, &c. upon 
Which the immediately threw herſelf into che {6a'an ! ws 

g | TS, rowoned. 


* 
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SECT. 50. 
— mmnd 
Ps ALM 
Ixviii. 22. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


he declared, I will make my 
people return victorious from 
an engagement with Haſban 
and its haughty king: I will 
make them return in triumph 
from their - conteſt with har- 


8 dened Pharaoh and his for- 


midable hoſt, left behind in 


the bottom of che ſea for the 


23 


waters to overflow them. 
That the ſlaughter may be 


complete, the carnage dread- 


ful, and the effuſion of the 
enemy's blood fo abundant, 
that thy foot ſhall ſplaſh in it 
and the tongue of thy dogs 
lap the ſame. 


24 In the ſolemnities of re- 


25 


peated triumphs, Oall- power- 
ful Deity, they have, as it 
were, been ſpectators of the 
wonderful courſe of thy di- 
vine procedure; the inimitable 
procedure of my moſt Glori- 
ous Gop, my eternal Ruler, 
when graced with conqueſt 
they have returned the ark 

into the holy tabernacle. 
The proceſſion was moſt 
regular and truly magnifi- 
cent: vocal muſick preceded, 
inſtru- 


will bring my feg- 
ple again from the 


depths of the ſea. 


23. That thy foot 
may be dipped in 
the blood of ine 
enemies, and the 
tongue of thy dogs in 
the ſame. 


24. They hare 
ſeen thy goings, O 
God, eventhe goings 
of my God, my king, 
in the ſanctuaty. 


25. The ſingers 
went before, the 
players on inſtru- 
ments folloarta after; 

amonglt 


drowned. Their ſtrength and ſolemnity, would incline one 
to interpret the 20, 21, 22 and 23 ver. of future rewards 
and puniſhments. The expreſſions will bear this interpre- 
tation; and convey a moſt ſtriking image : and from ſpeak- 
ing of what was inviſible, then at the 24 he turns to ſome 
faint glimpſes thereof, which they had ſeen in the repreſen: 


tations of the ſanctuary, 


wit 


lit] 
thei 


ces 
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inſtrumental followed; and SecrT. 50. 


to improve the beauty and Ya 
harmony, timbrels were in- Ii. 25 


N Were 
the damſels playin 
ee timbres. © 


26. Bleſs ye God 
in the congrega- 


termixed and beaten by rural 
blooming nymphs juſt come 
from under the care of their 


parents. | 
Their united grateful ſong 25 


was render to the Almigh- 


3 — ty and Eternal Being, all 
ot I Inael. poſſible thankſgivings and 
in adorations, in the grand aſſem- 
he bly of our whole nation now 
* collected: even to the ſu- 

preme Being, the ſupport 
and Lok p of the univerſe, 
all ye deſcendants, by what - 
are ever tribe, from the fountain 
” and common father 17ael. 
„ WW 27. There i: Here preſent, there is the 27 
a ee ne did. tribe of Benjamin, few indeed 

® of Judah, an in number but of conſequence 

their counſel, the in giving birth to the firſt of 

paces 2 Zebu- our monarchs: men of — 

n, and the princes rity likewiſe ſprung from 

of Naphtali. 22 and * — 

one of whom now ſways the 
ſceptre: leading men beſides 
gers belonging to Zebulun, and 
3 principal perſons whom 
— Napbtali has produced. 
nglt | 
= i Zebulun and Naphtali ſuppoſed mentioned becauſe 
4 learning and knowledge moſt flouriſhed in thoſe two tribes. 
mo ven, xlix. Deut. xxxiii. Judg. v. 14. 1/ai. ix. 1. But ſome 
ome tink, only that all the tribes may appear preſent, * 
ſens 


Vor. III. 


8 To 


— 
M os 
28. ſence and moſt gracious pro- O God, that © ict 


29 From the univerſal fame 29. * Becauſe of 


thy diſpenſations to perfect 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Lo the divine conſtitution 8 as. * Thy God 

| hi * t dedth 

of things, his powerful pre- FAY —_ 

vidence you are freely to a- thou hat h 

ſcribe all your abilities and ie PEN 
advantages: Infinite Gop, be 
thou pleaſed in the courſe of 


that glorious ſcheme thou 

haſt formed in our favour ; 

and carry our national union 

ſtrength and proſperity to a 

ſtate of the utmoſt ſplendour. 

of thy moſt magnificent tem- ffn. Hef Jo 
ple at Jeruſalem, and the ra- bring preſents — 
tional worſhip of the true thee. 

God, which is duly perform- 

ed there; let ſuch an influence 


and reſpectable importance 


be derived to our whole com- 
munity, that foreign princes 
may be curious to acquaint 
themſelves with our policy; 
intereſted to court our alli 
ance; or conſcientious to 


 xeckon themſelves obliged to 5 
bring coſtly offerings, in ac- Fu 
knowledgment of the ever- an 

f 3 © 4 =<74 8 

r This paſſage as well as Ger. i, 3. is ſaid to have ſtruc (i dre 
that maſter of eloquence the great Longinus; as an inſtance iy a 
of that natural ſimplicity which is truly grand and fubline. the 
* Noldius obſerves the particle mem, tranſlated cu the 
ſhould be rendered to, and ſome think this would make tt fufi 
ſenſe clearer than either tha LA YVulg. Chats, Parapb. a Wa 
: | Lot 


Arab. werfion have left it. 
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bleſſed Being who hath thus Szcr. 50. 
eminently diſtinguiſhed us, TIE 
and with perfect wiſdom j,,;; 29. 
made all things, 
In order to this deſirable 30 


30. Rebuke the © 


> of 


company of ſpear- 
men, the multitude 
of the. bulls, witch 
the calves of the 
people, till every 
ene ſubmit himſelf 
with pieces of ſilver: 
(carter thou the peo- 
ple that delight in 
war. | 


ſtate of things, do thou give 


a ſovereign check to the ra- 


vages of war: particularly, 
ſuppreſs the whole military 


company or foraging troop 


of archers ſpear-men or lan- 


cers, that they never more 


diſturb our peace: likewiſe, 


confederacies of mighty prin- 
* ces with ſubordinate rulers, 
— like larger and ſmaller bul- 


31. Princes ſhall 
come out of Egypt, 
Ethiopia ſhall ſoon 
ſtretch out her hands 
unto God. 


locks, aiming. at abſolute 
power; ſubdue them into an 


univerſal ſubmiſſion with pre- 


ſented fragments of filver: 


vanquiſh and totally diſperſe 


| thoſe enemies of mankind, 


whoſe higheſt pleaſure ariſes 

from the horrors and miſeries 
of Nan and ſieges. : 

nder the happy auſpices 31. 

of an eſtabliſhed peace, am- 

baſſadors of the firſt rank 

8 2 :: 1 and 


Mache renders, rebuke the beaſts of the reed, the 


e firu WY drove of bulls with the. bullocks of the nations, tat they 
nftance I way not foul the fine filver ſtreams; By beaſt or animal of 
ſublime the reed, he underſtands the crocodile whoſe puddling in 
| ec he water he makes repreſent-Pharaob raiſing ſtirs and con- 
ake tht fuſions inthe world. Some interpret, the greater princes that 
raph, # treat their neighbours as bulls do younger cattle, in order to 


cover themſelves with gold or abound in pieces of filvee. 


260 


— 
P$saLM 


4 xviii, 31. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sect. o. and character from Egypt 


the head quarters of idolatry, 


ſhall be diſpatched to our 
court; natives of Ethiopia or 
Arabia ſhall make public 


acknowledgments to the ho- 


nour of God in our temple: 
or learn as we do to pray to 


— 


bie 5459 


32 O all ye governments and 


combinations of mankind in 
this ſublunary world, be pre- 
vailed upon in ſacred ſongs 


to commemorate the won- 


derful works of the great firſt 
cauſe; renouncing your irre- 


gular wild ſtrains in praiſe of 


idols and vanities, ſing correct 
and rational compoſitions to 
his everlaſting praiſe, by 
whom all things were truly 
created and conſiſt. 

To his greateſt glory, who 
in ſovereign majeſty as abſo- 
lute director and controller, 


rideth in the higheſt heavens: 


whatever exiſts or whenever 
it began to be, who was eter- 
nally antecedent to and the 
actual author of it: hark 
how he publiſheth his tremen- 
dous excellence in the peals 


of rending thunder: even 


that thunder which is a preg- 


nant inſtance of his unbound- 


ed power, and of aſtoniſhing 
efficacy. BY 1 . 
Freely 


32. Sing unto God, 
ye kingdoms of the 
earth: O ſing praiſes 


unto the Lord. 8e. 


lah. 


33. To him that 
rideth upon the 
heaven of heavens, 
which were of old, 
lo, he doth ſend out 
his voice, and that a 
mighty voice, 


 — © &s 


Fa. 
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Freely confeſs that the Szer. 50. 
Almighty Being can with in- S 
finite caſe do every thing: j,,;: 
the 1/raelitiſh people are pe- 
culiarly under his protection; 
and his Omnipotence and 
efficiency of providence mani- 
feſted in their favour with 
equal luſtre, as they are diſ- 
played in the ſpangled ſky 

or glorious heavens. 
Immenſe and Eternal 35 
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34. Aſcribe ye 
ſrength unto God: 
his excellency 7s 
over Iſrael, and his 
ſrength 7s in the 
clouds. 


vii. 34. 


6. 35. O God, thou 


art terrible out of 
thy holy places, the 
God of Iſrael is he 


that giveth ſtrength 


Deity, we are ſeized with 
Hlent awe and the utmoſt 
amazement, on account of the 


and power unto 47s 
people; bleſſed be 
God, 


miraculous effects proceeding 
from thy folemn preſence 
within the ſanQtuary: the 
perpetual guardian of Jacob's 
race is truly and emphati- 
_ cally the perſon, who giveth 
ſtrength and intrepid firmneſs 


_ to his people; who inſpireth 
ens, them with invincible reſo- 
old, lution, and raiſeth them to 
= the utmoſt ſplendour and 


proſperity; let his name be 
for ever honoured admired 
and adored. 


262 A PARAPHRASE on the 
PSALM LXIX. SECT. LI. 


Succour implored in extreme diſtreſs. The parti- 
cular circumſtances of this diſtreſs. The temper, 
character and behaviour of his enemies con- 
traſted with Bis own. The utmoſt ardour of 
prayer for his ſafety, and their due puniſhment; 
engagements to ſhew an unfeigned gratitude. 
Directed to the muſick maſter to be performed 
on an inſtrument of ſix ſtrings, an ode or ſong 
"of David. Applied as very ſuitable to the caſe 
of the prophet Jeremiah, Chap. xxxii. and 10 
that of the great Saviour. 


Ps aLM.Ixix. 1. PSALM Ixix. 1. | 

Ster. 51. PHOUGH all human Q#VEme,060) 
18 ſuccours fail, it is not te come in unto | 
= sar difficult to thee, O thou GoD y ſou). | 
iz. 1 who canſt do every thing, do : 

] 


thou preſerve and deliver me; 
for as if I was drowning 
in deep waters, I am fallen 
into ſuch diſtreſſes that my 
life is in the utmoſt danger. 
2 Like one finking apace 2. I fink in deep 
' toward the bottom of à cia * mire. where there 10 
x . . , no ſtanding: I am 
Pit, where without immediate come into deep wa. 
relief it is impoſſible he ſhould ters, where the 
ſtop or recover himſelf to any flouds overflow me. 
firm footing: or as he who 
by ſome accident is drawn 
into the depths of waters, 
where the rolling torrents of 
a ſudden and violent inunda- 
tion = 
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j. Iam weary of my 
crying, my throat is 
dried: mine eyes 
fail, while I wait for 
my God, 


4. They that hate 
me without a cauſe, 
are more than the 
hairs of my head: 
they that would u de- 
ſtroy me, being mine 
enemies wrongfully. 
are mighty: then I 
reſtored ht which 
I took not away. 


tion overflow him, ſo am I Srer. 51. 
almoſt overwhelmed with the 2 
heavy load of affliftion and 1 4. 
adverſity. 8 

As the ſame miſerable man 3 
cries in vain for help till his 
ſtrength is gone, or looks on 
all ſides till he can ſee no 
longer; ſo have I hitherto 
met with nothing but linger- 
ingdelays, fainting ſpirits, and 
failing eyes, as the effect even 
of my ſtrongeſt expectations 
from the divine protection. 

In a ſhort time mine un- 4 
deſerved adverſaries are in- 
creaſed to a number almoſt 
incredible: my perſecutors 
whoſe avowed aim, being 
open enemies though with- 
out the leaſt provocation, is 
to ſuppreſs or extirpate me, 
are greatly ſuperior to me 1 
power; and if they ee 
may expect, as 1s his unhappy 
caſe, who, though unjuſtly, 
loſes his cauſe in a court of 
judicature, to pay all damages; 
or ſuſtain the weight of all 
evils they can inflict upon 
me, without pretending to 
have the leaſt right either to 
juſtice or mercy. 

84 O Omni- 


v Deſtroy, literally cat me port, i. e. oppreſs or perſecute 


2 64 


Ster. 6r. 

— 
PSALM 

Ixix. 5. 


A PARAPHRASE-: on the 


O Omniſcient Being, thou 
art perfectly acquainted with 
my conduct if it have been 
under the influence of an un- 
adviſed temper or corrupt 
judgment: neither can my 
treſpaſſes or unlawful cap- 
tures, if any ſuch there are 
poſſibly be ſo far removed or 
ſo utterly demoliſhed, that 
thou can'ſt not diſcover and 
produce them. 


6 O thou abſolute and uni- 


verſal director of events and 
affairs! diſappoint not their 


hopes who fully depend up- 


on thy juſtice for my vindi- 
cation: ſuffer them not who 
ſolicit, and by all means that 
thy providence directs to, 


endeavour to procure it, O 


82 Gop and conſtant 
uardian, like ſo many peſts 
of ſociety, to be loaded with 


reproach and infamy becauſe 


It is not obtained. 


7 Eſpecially, as I have al- 


ready ſubmitted to many 
neglects and indignities, pure- 
ly on account of my reliance 
on thy promiſes, and ſtedfaſt- 
neſs to my duty: to that 
degree that wherever I appear 
it is in circumſtances of the 
loweſt diſgrace and confu- 
ſion. 


Like 


5. 0 God, thou 
knowelt my fooliſh. 
neſs; and my fins 
are not hid from 


" thee. 


6. Let not them 
that wait on thee, 
O Loxp God of 
hoſts, be aſhamed 
for my ſake: let not 
thoſe that ſeek thee, 
be confounded for 
my ſake, O God of 
Iſrael. 


7. Becauſe for thy 
ſake I have born re- 
proach : ſhame hath 
covered my face. 
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ou g. I am become 
h. a ſtranger unto my 
ns brethren, and an 
IM ant unto my mo- 


ther's children. 


9 For the zeal of 
thine houſe hath 
exten me up; and 
th2 reproaches of 
them that reproach- 
ed thee, are fallen 
upon me. 


Ir thy 

rn 1 10. When J wept, 
; hat and chaſiened my ſoul 
Ce. with faſting, that 


was to my reproach. 


Like one banzſhed his own Szer. 67. 
country, I am ſecluded all the 5x. 
privileges of my nativity ; ory 


all friendſhip and intercourſe 
with my neighbours ; and my 
kindred treat me no other 
than if I wore an outlandiſh 
habit or could not ſpeak my. 
mother tongue, 

Io or this certain reaſon, be- 9 
cauſe my real concern and 
moſt ardent affection for the 
credit of true religion, and 
the honour of thine houſe, 
like a devouring fire, have 
conſumed me: and truly 
all the inyidious reflections 
thrown upon the truth of 
piety, and horrid blaſphemies 
on thy holy and ever-bleſſed 
name, are underſtood, de- 
ſigned, and ſenſibly felt by 
myſelf, tovilify, as if they were 
directly levelled at me: their 
certain meaning is to bring 
me into contempt and de- 
teſtation. 


When I have obſerved 10 


ſeaſons of humilitation moſt 
ſeriouſly to lament the ſins 
and ſollies of this preſent life, 
and improve my patience to 
endure its hardſhips and af- 
flictions; with no views of 
ſuperſtition or oſtentation; 
but only by ſome greater 

auſterities 
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LM- 


Kix. 10. 


9 
0 


13 The onl 


12 


A PARAPHRASE en the 
Sxcr. 51. auſterities t improve my 


morals: that was interpreted 
into an occaſion of reviling 
me: my ſincerity was reckon- 
ed at leaſt queſtionable, if not 


my hypocriſy plainly proved, 
by appearing to be more 


righteous than my nighbours. 


My mean and ſordid gar- 
ments with my mournful fad 
tooks manifeſted, that on 
ſome ſolemn account I was 
keeping a faſt in its utmoſt 
ſtrictneſs and ſeverity; indeed 
I truly faſted to Gop, not to 
be ſeen of men: but this 
gave, only a further oppor- 
tunity for deriſion and the 
loweſt ribbaldry. 

The judges and magi- 
ſtrates. aſſembled for exe- 
cuting juſtice, in open court 
produce and * enlarge 
upon the heavieſt charges 


againſt me: and as to the 


multitude or populace, they 
make me the ridiculous ſub- 
ject of their vulgar mirth and 
drunken ſong. | 
part I afted un- 
der this uſage, ever-blefſed 
Gop, was that of an arbi- 
tator or advocate with thee, 
to ſolicit thy favourable re- 
gard to myſelf and others: 
embracing all opportunities 

1 when 


11. 1 made ſack 
cloth alſo my gar- 
ment: and I became 
a proverb to them. 


12. They that ſt 


in the gate, ſpeak 
againſt me; and! 
was the ſong of th: 
drunkards, 


13. But as for 
me, my prayer 
unto thee, O Loan, 
in an acceptable 
time: O God, in the 
multitude of thy 
mercy hear me; it 
the truth of thy (al 
vation. 


Che 


Book of PSA LMS. 
when J was beſt diſpoſed for Sect. 57. 


14. Deliver me 
out of the mire, and 
let me not fink : let 
me be delivered 
from them that hate 
me, and out of the 
deep waters. 


5. Let not the 
water floud over- 
flow me, neither let 
the deep ſwallow me 
vp, and let not the 
pit ſhut her mouth 
upon me. 


16. Hear me, O 
Loxp, for thy lov- 
ing kindneſs is good : 
turn antome accord- 
ing to the multitude 
af thy tender mer- 
tieʒ. 


the ſervice, and might hope 
for the kindeſt acceptance: 
moſt beneficent Gon, from 
the exhauſtleſs ſtores of thy 
never failing mercy, anſwer 


fuitably to my humble re- 


queſts and peculiar exigen- 


267 


PALM. 
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cies; conformably to the cer- 


tainty of thy truth, and the 
eſtabliſned rules of thy ſup- 
porting and delivering thy 
ſervants. S 
As out of the miry clay 
or ſofteſt mud in which I was 
ſinking, ſeaſonably extricate 
me from inſtant danger: as 
from the depth of waters, reſ- 
cue me from the diſtreſſes my 
enemies have reduced me to. 
Let not affliction and ad- 
verſity, like a deluge's tor- 


rents abſolutely overwhelm 


me: let not the depths cover 
me out of ſight that there 1s 
no hope, the pit, ſhut its 
mouth to preclude all power 
of relief, nor irretrievable ca- 


14 


”y 


lamities and unavoidable de- 


ſtruction be my direful fate. 
0 Almighty maker and 
ſovereign, I humbly*beſeech 
thee anſwer my moſt fervent 
prayer, in as much as th 
diſplays of thy extraordinary 


ſiberality and boundleſs mer- 


cf 


16 
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lxix, 16, 


17 
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A PARAPHRASE on fhe 
szer. 51, cy, have ſomething in them 


peculiarly worthy and inex- 
preſſibly beautiful; alter the 
courſe of thy diſpenſations, 
and give a more favourable 
aſpect to my circumſtances, 
correſpondent to thy darling 
attributes and moſt tender 
compaſſionate affections. 

Do not, as hiding thy face 
refuſe thy kind regard to him, 
who is conſtant and moſt 
ſcrupulous in performing 


whatever thou commandeſt ; 


for it is impoſſible for me to 
extricate myſelf from the dif- 
ficulties and calamities in 
which am involved: do not 
thou delay. to accommodate 
the ways of. thy providence 
to my caſe and ſend me in- 
ſuccour. 
Draw near to me as a 
"Hind and helper, an avenger 
or neareſt relative to reſcue 
my life from danger and vio- 
lence: as by a price laid down, 
or a ſuperior power exerted 
vouchſafe a deliverance that 
is anſwerable to the deſigns, 
or that perfectly ſuperſedes 


all the proceedings of mine 

enemies to deſtroy me. 
Thou art not unacquainted 
with the reality and all the 
e of my attacked 
honour, 


_ redeem it: 


17. And hide no: 
thy face from thy 
ſervant, for I am in 
trouble: hear me 


ſpeedily. 


18. Draw nigh 
unto my ſoul and 
deliver 


me, becauſe of mine 
enemies. 


19. Thou halt 
known my reproach, 


and my ſhame, and 


my diſhonour: wine 
adver- 


halt 
ach, 
and 
nine 


ver- 
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zarerſaries are all 
before thee. 


20. Reproach hath 

broken my heart, 
and I am full of 
heavineſs : and I 
looked for ſome to 
take pity, but there 
was none; and for 
comforters, but I 
found none, 


21. They gave 
ne alſo gall for my 
meat, and in my 
irt they gave me 
rneger to drink. 
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honour, diſappointed hopes, Secr. 51. 
and loweſt diſgrace : the ma- & 
lice cruelty and fury of mine 1 1 
adverſaries, as in a raiſed * 
ſituation directly before one, 
are in the clear and open view 
of thine unerring Omni- 
. 
Like violent waves daſhing 20 
againſt a ſhip, ſo hath ſtrip- 
ping me of my character and 
loading me with continual 
invectives and ſlanders, diſ- 
couraged quite diſpirited me: 
I am in the greateſt diſtreſs 
and my condition ſeems de- 
ſperate: I directed my eager 
longing eyes and mind to my 
fellow creatures, for the ſmall 
conſolation of ſome bemoan- 
ing language, but 'not the 
leaſt appeared: to one or 
other that 1 hoped would 
teſpect my forrow, or abate 
my grief, but I was not ſo 
happy to find one of this diſ- 
„/ / 

The direct contrary was 21 
my hard fate, and as if they 
had prepared my meals meat 
of the moſt poĩſonous hem- 
lock, or under violent thirſt 
made me drink vinegar: they 


ſtudied to embitter my ſuffer- 
ings, to add the greateſt 


weight to my miſery. . 


872 


# 


A PARAPHRASE 


Sect. 5h, The time ſurely ſhall come 


—— 


«ta, „ ” 


Ps Au 
Ixix. 22. 


23 


that ſuch. horrid inhumanity 
ſhall be puniſhed; let it come, 
and their calamities ſprin 
out of, or be of A piece wit 
their crimes; let their tables 
be like deep pits digged on 
purpole to ſurprize ſome one: 
and their table compliments 
and wiſhes of health and pro- 
{peritys be as ſo many ſnares 
et in pits to ſecure thoſe who 
fall into them: what ſeems 


meant for their welfare and 


pleaſure let it iſſue in their 
ruin and deſtruction. 


As the dim-ſighted cannot 


Ae ben con. 
ion beſo perplexed and em- 
barraſſed 2 they know not 
which way to go, nor whither 
they, are going : and as a man 


| 1 rough weakneſs, or 


rags along his limbs through 


ſtrains of the loins, diſable 
them from walking or actin 


in any affair with eaſe, ſtreng 
and ſteadineſs. | 


4 As real objects of thy ter- 


rible reſentment inflict upon 
them plenty of the heavieſt 


on the 


22. Let their table 
become a ſnare de- 
fore them: and tho: 
which ſhould have 
been for their wel. 
fare, It it become a 


trap. 


23. Let their eye: 
be darkened that 
they ſee not; and 
make their loyns 
continually to ſhake. 


24. Pour out thine 
indignation upon 
them, and Jet thy 
wrathful anger take 


judg- hold of them. 


w Welfare, ſome render peate-offerings, others ſeem in- 
clined to interpret the paſſage of what they ſaid of David, 
at their tables, and that the expreſs words follow : then i 
this conſtruction could be ſupported, the imprecation would 
not be his but that of his enemies. 


err . 
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ble 
De- 
hat 
ave 
el- 
Wea 


eyes 
that 
and 
loyns 


nake. 


t thine 

upon 
et thy 
x take 
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25. Let their ha- 
ditation be deſolate, 
and let none dwell 
in their tents. 


26, For they per- 
ſecute him whom, 
thou haſt ſmitten, 
and they talk to the 
grief of thoſe whom 
thou haſt wounded. 


27. * Add iniqui- 
ty to their iniquity : 
and let them not 
come into thy righ- 
teogſneſs. 


7 


them with ſuch calamities 
and plagues as ſhall utterly 
deſtroy them, | 


Notwithſtanding the 25 


ſtrength, beauty and magni» 
ficence of their caſtles or 
palaces let them be reduced 
to a heap of ruins; and let 
none ſettle or tarry in their 
pavilions or moveable habi- 
tations, | 


For it does not ſeem enough 36 


to them that thou haſt ſmit - 
ten a man, or that he is other» 
wiſe greatly afflicted and un- 
der an extreme dejection; 
but they infeſt and perſecute 


him with their further in» 


humanity and malignity ; the 

draw up bills of dimers 
to add to and exaggerate his 
infirmity, whoſe heart thou 


| haſt ſhattered; and wound 
the ſpirit which thou haſt 


penetrated with ſorrow. 


Mete to them exactly ac- 27 


cording to their wn mea- 
ſures; he continually increaſ- 
ing their miſchief and puniſh- 
ment, ſo that they ſhall never 

| ſtand 


* Some render, ↄerrur, do nat hinder, that one fin follow 
mother ſo that they never enter into the way of obe- 
dience. As God tempteth no man, we may ſuppoſe miſchigf 
and puniſoment of fin not acts of it to be meant by iniquity. 
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judgments; and let the moſt Sacr, 51. 
violent heat of thy fierce YL? 


anger reach ſo as to ſeize 11, 


xix. 24» 


$32 _ A PARAPHRASE 0f the 
Szcr. 51. ſtand acquitted:: let them 
F meet with no treatment from 
bxix, 27. thee that is favourable kind 
or merciful,” Is 


28 Let them periſh and their 


names be. eraſed out of the 
common regiſter of thoſe who 
continue to inherit the land; 
let them not be entolled as 
appointed to life along with 
rhe righteous, but be written 
in the duſt of the earth as 
deſtined to deſtruction. 

29 The preſent ſituation of 
affairs is much otherwiſe, 
they live in mirth and ſplen- 
dour while I am mortified 
with preſſing neceſſities, and 
dejected with inconſolable 
ſorrows: let thy favourable 
regard appearing in à ſignal 
deliverance, exalt me above 
the reach of danger to a place 
of perfect ſafety. 
30 I will extol the illuſtrious 
deed, and the glorious per- 
fections of Almighty Gop 
for doing it with a facred 
" ſong; 1 will er forth his 
honour and fupreme excellen- 
Ty, by the moſt thankful and 


28. Let them be 
blotted out of the 
book of che living, 
and not be written 
with the righteous, 


29. But I am poor 
and ſorrowful: let 
thy ſalvation, O 
God, ſet me upon 
high. | 


30. I will praiſe 
the name of God 
with a ſong, and will 
magnifie him with 
thankſgiving. 


3 acknowledgments of 


is power and goodneſs. 
PIE 5 


.Y An allofion to the regiſter-book, where according t9 
the cuſtom of thoſe times the names of the living were kept. 
and when they died blotted out —an uſual periphraſis fat 


dying. 


—— yo  — 
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57. This alſo ſhall This diſplay of grati-Szcr. 51. 
dale the Lone tude is more valuable in SY 
beter ther! an dan itſelf, and ſhall be inex-1,;," 


k h hath laix. 3 I, 
1 — al ay, preſſibly more acceptable 
, to the moſt high God, than 
g the ſacrifices of bulls or cows 


of any age; than even that 
of young ones at their full 
growth, that have branching 
horns and parted hoofs. 
32. The humble The meek and humble 32 
_ — — . be are r afflicted 
* and oppreſſed, ſhall be ac- 
of * — . with the occaſion of 
my thankſgivings and the 
removal of my calamities, as 
an event which they have 
long deſired, and do moſt 
ſincerely rejoice in: and my 
worthy friends, your hearts 
and ſpirits ſhall recover them- 
ſelves; be aſſured you ſhall 
be compleatly happy, you 


aiſe whoſe religious homage and 
pr / l , 

God regular uniform obedience, 
nd — recommend you to the divine 
i V 


favour and bleſſing. 

33. For the Lowwv For the everlaſting Goo is 33 
= 1 poor, always ready to attend to the 
x th not bis prayer of the indigent and 

diſtreſſed, who are properly 
affeted with their unhappy 
circumſtances, and earneſtly 
addreſs him for ſupplies; 
rding te and treateth not with neglect 


re kop" and contempt thoſe whom he 
rafs '* WW Vor. III. 1 hath 


274 A PARAPHRASE 
Secr. 49, hath confined ; or who for 
Cor the fake of his truth are hol- 
— den in cords of affliction. 

34 On the glorious occaſion 
of their full diſcharge and 
perfect liberty, in their dif- 
terent ſpheres, let the grand 
community of the whole crea- 


tion join them to celebrate his 


praiſes: the great lights of 
heaven burn brighter; the 
earth be arrayed in its gayeſt 
liyery; and the ſeas with the 
reptiles, ſcaly inhabitants and 
monſters they contain, con- 
tribute their due propor- 
dion. . {5.3% 
35: For the Almighty and moſt 
merciful Gop will reſtore 
unto $:ex peace, ſafety, and 
proſperity ; and will repair 
and enlarge the late ruinous 
cities of Judab: that his peo- 
ple rae) may be quietly 
ſettled in, and as their own 
inalienable inheritance per- 
petually enjoy them, 
36 They ſhall moreover in a 
regular and conſtant ſucceſ- 
on deſcend to the lateſt po- 
ſterity, of thoſe who are ſeru- 
Ppulous in bis worſhip abd 
ſtedfaſt in keeping all bis 
. commandments: and ofeyery 
nation they who fear Go and 
- work. righteouſneſs, ſhall in 


this 


on the 


inherit it: and the 
that love his nao 


34. Letthe heaven 
and earth praiſe him, 
the ſeas, and every 
thing that moveth 
therein. 


35. For God vi 
ſave Sion, and vi 
build the cities 0 
Judah: that the 
may dwell there 
and have it in pol 
ſeſſion. 


36. The ſeed a 
of his ſervants 


ſhall dwell therein 
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this country be ſure to meet Szcr, 5 
with a fixed ſettlement and =v— 


moft happy ſituation. = "ok 
wen ö | ER 
him, 


ll PSALM LX. SECT. LIL 


veth 

Speedy ſuccour implored : and the confuſion 4 ad- 
verſaries. Proſperity and happineſs' wiſhed to 

all the advocates of virtue and piety. Directed 
to the maſter of muſick. A pſalm of David to 
excite the divine remembrance of or compaſſion to- 
bis extreme miſery. Not improbably compoſed 
in the time of Abſalom's rebellion : and very 

little varied from Pfalm xl. 13, 14, 16, 16, 17. 


| a 
PSILM Ixx. 1. PSALM. lx. 1. ' 

od vi MAKE la, O FFAHE greateſt diſtreſſes Sec. gr. 

nd wil God, to deliver | 


ities mne; make haſte to and calamities preſs PsaLM 
at the belp me, O Logo. hard upon me, 0 Almighty Ixx. 1. 
| and molt merciful. God, do 
in po thou interpoſe to reſcue me: 
O eternal Governour. and 
moſt gracious Father, be thou 
zealous and expeditious in 
diſpatching ſuccours. 
2. Let them be Let them arrive enough 2 
— and con. timely todeſeat their ſchomes, 
ounded that ſeek a 
iter my ſoul: let and throw them into the great- | 
them de turned eſt diſorder and confuſion, 
bckward, and put who at preſent are in purſuit 
my mat of me: let them return from 
cone an whenge, they came, and be 
publick diſgrace, Who arg 
intent and would be delight: 
— | ed, 


: feed i 
vants f 
and de 
bis Je 
11 there 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 52.ed, as Cattle eat up graſs, to 
wov—_ Jdevour me. 


Psatlu 
Ixx. 2, 3. 


Let it be their only re- 
compence, to find a reverſe 
put upon their proceedings, 
who think themſelves ſecure 
of me, and already begin to 


triumph; ſaying —it has ſuc- 
ceeded in every particular to 
our heart's deſire. 


4 Let all affairs and events 


happen to the wiſhes, even to 


the entire ſatisfaction of them 


who by exemplary virtuous 
lives ſeek for thy favour and 
bleſſing: and let ſuch as are 
truly . of and always 
beſt pleaſed with peace and 
ſafety, or ſucceſs and de- 


liverance in the regular ways 


5 


of providence and obedience; 
be favoured with perpetual 
inſtances ro celebrate, of 
Gop's amazing greatneſs, 
and unbounded goodneſs to 
them. | 

As to my own preſent cir- 
cumſtances, ſurely they ren- 
der me an object, O Gop, 
of thy moſt active mercy, for 
they are to the laſt degree 
perplexed and diſtreſſed; do 
thou be ſpeedy in relieving 
me: the only ſuccour I can 
ever expect, depends on 
thy immediate interpoſition 


3. Let them be 
turned back for 
a reward of their 
ſhame, that ſay, 
Aha, aha. 


4. Let all thoſe 
that ſeek thee, re- 
joice and be glad in 
thee: and let ſuch 
as love thy ſalvation 
ſay continually, let 


God be magnifed. 


5. But I an poor 
and needy, make 
haſte unto me, 0 


God: thou art ny”? 
help and my de. > 
liverer, O Lox © 
make no tarry ing. "ol 


be 

for 
their 
ay, 


thoſe 
>, fe- 
lad in 
ſuch 
vation 
y, let 
ined. 
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good Gop, delay not a mo- SEcT. 52. 
— 


ment to vouchſafe it. 
| PsaLM 


lun. 5. 
PSALM LXXI. 


Addreſs to the Almighty intermixed with 3 
ſions of an unſhaken confidence in him: encourage 
ment taken from former mercies, in the days of 
his youth, to hope and pray that his declining 
years might be favoured with the divine pro- 
teftion. The declarations of his enemies that he 

was deftitute in this reſpect, and actually aban- 
doned of God. He promiſes himſelf ſucceſs 
againſt them; and a freſh opportunity of re- 
ligious publick thankſgiving. Suppoſed written 
upon the ſame occaſion, and to be a continuation 
of the former. 


PsaLM Ixxi. 1. PsAL M Ixxi. 1. 
3 cm Hope and truſt in thee, Szer. 52. 
0 1 put my truſt, — ——d 
ns over be por molt | highGop, for ſafety TY 
e e and protection; let me on no 11. 1. 


account, in no conceivable 
circumſtances, ever be de- 
layed or diſappointed in my 
dependance, ſo as to be 
aſnamed and confounded. 

2. Deliver mein In thy goodneſs and faith- 2 


thy righteouſneſs, - 
„ fulneſs preſerve me, and pro 


ofea vide a way for my eſca 
ear — 4 from den wana Ks 
lare me. and calamities: grant my 
ſupplication and by the diſ- 
plays of thy power work out 
my ſalvation. 
23 | Be 


* 
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Ixxi. „ 


A PARATHRASE on the 


Be thou by the protection 


of thy providence, like the 


ſtrongeſt fortification, a re- 


ſource or retreat to which in 


all times of affliction and ad- 
verſity I may have eaſy acceſs 
and find a certain refuge : 


thou haſt doubtleſs given ex- 


preſs orders -as thy peculiar 
charge concerning my ſafety ; 
for as on an immoveable rock 


or impregnable bulwark, 1 


am inſtructed wholly to rely 
upon thee. 


4 O my Gop and only ſup- 


porter, 1 now fly to thee to 
defend me from the violent 


attacks of lawleſs power : to 
reſcue me, as it were, out of 
the hands and ſavage gri 

of enemies to the world thro 
their own unſubdued pay 
ſions; of the corrupt and 


a treacherous; the inhuman re- 


5 


vengeful and cruel. | 
As lines centering in one 
common point, all my ex- 
pectations are directed and 
terminated in thee, All- per- 
fect Being, as their main ob- 
ject; thou art my chief de- 
pendance, through all the 
| . ſcenes 


3. Be thou my 
ſtrong habitation, 
whereunto I may 
continually reſort; 
thou haſt given com- 
mandment. to fave 


me, for thou art my 
| rock and my fort. 


reſs. 


SD wat © - 1 ** 


4. Deliver me, 0 
my God, out of the 


hand of the wick- 


ed, out of the hand 
of the unrighteous 
and cruel man. 


. For thou et 
my hope, O Lose 
God; thou art my 
truſt from my youth. 


z Some think David very particular here in diſtinguiſ- 


ing the different kinds 
quity . 


of wicked men, or degrees of itt 


e, O 
| the 
vick - 
hand 
rteous 


ju oft 
Lok 
rt my 
youth, 


agil 
of ia. 
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6, By thee have 
{ been holden up 
from the womb: 
thou art he that 
took me out of my 
mother's bowels, my 
praiſe ſpall be con- 
tinually of thee. 


7. I am as a 
wonder unto many; 
but thou art my 
ſrong refuge. 


8. Let my mouth 
be filled æwith thy 
praiſe, and awvith th y 
honour all the day. 


ſcenes and ſtages toflings and Secr. 52. 


hurries of my ſtrangely. va- 
riegated life, fram its youth 


upwards to the preſent period. 9 


As on a firm ſupport I6 
reſted upon thee to uphold 
and ſuſtain me from my ear- 
lieſt ſtate of helpleſs infancy: 
my extraction and firſt pain- 
ful entrance on this mortal 
being owed its ſafety to thy 
paternal care: thine ever- 
bleſſed attributes and the fa- 
vours thou haſt conferred 
upon me, are inexhauſted 
ſources of perpetual thankſ- 
giving and adoration. 

My living thus long, con- 7 
ſidering what dangers have 
often ſurrounded me, appears 
to many ſomething. out -of 
the ordinary courſe of nature, 
indeed, a miracle or prodigy z 
but I can eaftly account for 
it, — for thou art my ſo- 
vereign refuge and inviolable 
ſecurity; in oppoſition to 
whoſe Omnipotence, nopawer . 
of mortals ever has done or 
Mall prevail. 
Wich the. loudeſt voice 8 
that I can raiſe, let me have 
opportunity conſtantly to pro- 
claim thy ſupreme merit and 
eternal excellence, thy match- 
leſs beauty and moſt refulgent 
glory. 

S 4 Through 
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SECT. 52. 


— 
PsALM 


Ixxi. 9. 


A PARAPHRASE 01 the 


Through all the ſlippery 
paths and unnumbered haz - 


ards of a precipitate youth 


thy providence has kindly 
led; and. in the further ad- 
vances, buſy cares and fre- 
quent viſible imminent dan- 
gers of maturer life; remark- 
ably preſerved me: in old 
age do not diſcard and ex- 
poſe me as an abje to an 
abandoned condition; nor 
when my natural vigour is 
thus exhauſted with labour, 
ſorrow and infirmity, utterly 


deſert me, in that caſe moſt 


forlorn and deſtitute. 

For at this feeble and de- 
clining time of life thoſe that 
hate have openly declared a- 


gainſt me: and they who 


ſhould be my ſupports and 
defenders are moſt curious 
to obſerve eyery opportunity 
to deſtroy me: they aſſemble 
councils to deliberate how to 
effect it. a „ 


11 And as a moſt probable 


expedient they give it out, 
that I am now wholly deſti- 


tute of that divine protection, 


to which I have owed my 
ſucceſſes: in ſo many words 


declaring, the Almighty who 


formerly ſupported hath diſ- 


miſſed all care about him: 


vo: 


9. Caſt me not 
oF in the time of old 
age, forſake me not 
when my ſtrength 
faileth. 


10. For mine eue. 
mies ſpeak againſ 
me: and they that 
lay wait for my ſoul, 
take counſel to- 
gether. 


11 Saying, God 
hath forſaken him; 

rſecute and take 
bim, for there is nne 
to deliver him, 


not 
old 
not 


gh 


gene- 
gain 
that 
4 ſoul, 

to- 


, God 
1 him; 
d take 
i none 
1. 
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12. O God, be 
not far from me: O 
my God, make haſte 
for my help. 


13. Let them be 
confounded and con- 
ſumed, that are ad- 
verſaries to my ſoul: 
let them be covered 
with reproach and 
diſhonogr that ſeek 
my hurt, 


you who can and will de- 
end him. - | 


Moſt faithful and merciful 12 


Gop, do thou diſprove this 
vile ſuggeſtion, and make it 
appear that thou art not diſ- 
affected to him whom thou 
haſt anointed; nor uncon- 
cerned about affording me 
ſuccour: O my Eternal 


Gop and ſole guardian, 


be thou quite ready and 
moſt zealouſly active, to fa- 
vour me with effectual aſſiſt- 
ance. oe 
Throw entire confuſion on 


their ſchemes, let them fall 


in tae attempt to execute 
them; and be rendered for 
ever incapable of acting any 
thing againſt me, that now 
with implacable profeſſed en- 
mity threaten my life: like a 
perſon veiled, for diſconſolate 
widowed mourning, or on 
account of ſqme publick diſ- 
grace, let them be: reduced 
to and fixed in the loweſt 
ſtate of contempt and laſtin 

infamy; who would div 


me of all power and proper- 
ty, and are moſt induſtrious 
21 to 


282 25 neee on the 


an Neither will 1 dcdpir but 
14. this ſhall be the iſſue, not. 
withſtanding the ſeeming 
delays of ſuccou : I will-not 
: at all remit! of my patient 


defire /and earneſt expecta- 


tion and do fully aſſure my- 
ſelf that to all thy other fa- 
s and mercies, I ſhall 
elebrate thy praiſes for a 


wir recent ver. 


m xvening to morning 
- every day, will I be parti- 
rly-enumerating and moſt 
than fully acknowledging, 
the multiplied inſtances of 
thy extraordinary benignity, 
and interpoſitions of thy pro- 
vidence to ſave me: for it is 
ſcarce poſſible in the employ 
of all my time this —— 


15 


know their numbers, range 


them in due order, or rate 
_ —— their 


16075 Whether I lead on my 
forces to engage the enemy, 
or return in triumph to give 
thanks in the ſanctuary, what- 
ever 1 undertake; it ſhall be 

_ with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions 
and under the deepeſt ſenſe 
heath "_ entire relianoe oe 

the 


14. But I will 
hope continually, 
and will yet praiſe 
thee more and more. 


15. My mouth 
ſhall ſhew forth thy 
righteouſneſs, and 
thy ſalvation all the 
day: for I know not 
the numbers there. 


16, J will go in 
the ſtrength of the 
Lord God: I will 
make mention of 
thy righteouſneſs, 
even of thine only. 


SE Q © þ aw 


uth 
thy 
and 
the 
not 


reof. 


go in 
zf the 
1 will 
on of 
uſneſs, 
only. 


Book of PSALMS. - 64 


17 O God, thou 
haſt taught me from 
my youth: and 3 
hitherto have I de- 


clared thy wondrous 


works. 


18 Now alſo when 
Jam old and gray- 
keaded, O God, for- 
ſake me not: until 
have ſhewed thy 
ſtrength unto this 
generation, and thy 
power to every one 
that is to come. 


the prevailing power of Al- Seer. 52. 

mighty Gop : it ſhall be my IS 

concern, excluſive of all other = 3 

ſuccours and dependencies, 

to preſerve the memory of 

thy bounty and goodneſs. 

O Eternal and All-ruling 17 

Deity, thou haſt various ways 

inſtructed and habituated my 

mind to judge and act after 

this manner, from thebriſkeſt, 

ſallies and earlieſt exploits 

of my enterprizing youth: 

and through all ſucceeding 

ſcenes and periods, to the 

prefent criſis, I have had oc- 

caſion openly to acknowledge 

thine ineſtimable and aſto- 

niſhing diſpenfations in my 

favour. . 

No therefore eſpecially, 18 

when J am far gone in life, 

and gray- headed by reaſon of 

age, moſt merciful God, leave 

me not deſerted and thy work 

unfiniſhed ; till this laſt point 

be fairly gained and ſettled, 

that I have demonſtrated by 

facts thy power and operation 

to the riſing generation; thy 

prevailing mighty power — 
Tr. en 


it 


Peters obſerves, hitherto, &c. that the verb. aggid 
though future muſt have a retroſpedt and be underſtood as 
a præterĩit; which can be owing to nothing but the force 
of the wax preceding it, though at a diſtance. Crit. Di. 


p. 203. 
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Psatu 


lxxi. 19. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sxcr. 52. all following ages and gene- 


rations. 

For truly thy goodneſs and 
gracious deliverances, bleſſed 
God, richly merit to be raiſed 
to the utmoſt height of 


dignity; who haſt to thine 


20 


21 


eternal honour accompliſhed 
matters of the greateſt excel - 
lence and itnportance: O thou 
only true and ſupreme Gop, 
where is there a providence 
like thine, or a Gop that can 
be compared with thee for 
all perfection? 

My own experience in a 
multiplicity of the moſt dread- 
ful calamities proves, both 
how able and willing thou art 
to deliver; and what I have 
known encourages me to hope 
that as from the depths of the 
ſea, the bowels of the earth, 
or even the huddled 1 
thy Omnipotence will raile 
me out of, and make me 
triumph over the moſt de- 
plorable eondition or heavieſt 
affliction. 

By means of theſe tribula- 
tions thou wilt moreover con- 
firm me in my government, 
and the good affections of my 
ſubjects: actually enlarge mine 
authority: and my griefs to- 
tally ceaſing, my conſolation 


happi- 


19. Thy righteouſ. 
nels alſo, O God, . 
very high, who haſt 
— reat things : 

Go who 7: like 
pt thee. | 


20. Thou which 
haſt ſhewed me great 
and ſore troubles, 
ſhalt quicken me a- 
gain, and ſhalt bring 
me up again from 
the depths of the 
earth. 


21. Thou ſhalt in: 
creaſe my greatnels, 
and comfort me on 
every ſide, 


all 
tig 
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happineſs and ſatisfaction ſhall Seer. 52. 
. return, and be moſt compleat CEA 
5 without the leaſt alloy or 1. 27. 
i mixture of ſorrow. F 


22. will alſo praiſe Wherefore, Infinite Gop, 22 


t in 
nels, 
e On 


thee with the pſal- 
tery, even thy truth, 
O my God: unto 
thee will I fing with 
the harp, O .thou 
holy one of Iſrael. 


23. My lips ſhall 
preatly rejoice when 
1 ſing unto thee: 
and my foul which 


thou haſt redeemed. 


24. My ton 
alſo ſhall falk of - 
righteouſneſs all the 
day long : for they 
are confounded, for 

they 


I will celebrate with the pſal- 
tery thy power, goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs, which confer on 
me theſe extreme obligations: 
I will ſing pſalms and praiſes 
with the harp to thine honour, 
O thou who art truly worthy 
in the higheſt degree to be 
regarded and adored by all 
mankind; particularly by the 
children of Jrael whom thou 
haſt diſtinguiſhed with extra- 
ordinary privileges, and pe- 
culiarly appropriated to thy 
ſervice. 

My voice ſhall be to the 23 
utmoſt exerted, to proclaim 
the moſt ſenſible exquiſite 
pleaſure I ſhall feel, in my 
endeavours by the devouteſt 
ſongs to expreſs unto thee my 
grateful acknowledgments : 
that life which thou haſt ſo 
wonderfully preſerved, ſhall 
appear molt perfect and vigo- 
rous in me, when I am paying 
my tribute of thankſgiving. 

[ will moreover with 'a 24 
lively conſtant ſenſe of thy 

neſs and mercy, in a 
= and more. inperſsRt 
tone, 


— 
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A'PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr. 52- tone, be all the day long they are broughe 
. mauſing nd. pandering on 


PAT 
Ixxi. 24. 


* 


from attempting any thing 
againſt me, whoſe great aim 


them: I have inderd the 
higheſt reaſon to be per- 
petually full of gratitude; for 
they are moſt ſhametylly de- 
feated and for ever diſabled 


was my downfal and utter 


deſtruction. 


SgcT. 53. 


Psaru 


unto ſhame, that 
ſeek my hurt. 


PSALM LXXIT. SECT, LI. 


Diſtinguiſhed abilities and en inviolable integrity 

proper royal qualities. The peculiar happineſs 
of” ſubjetts when the reigning prince poſſeſſes 
' "them. A pſalm ſuppoſed, penned by David upon 
' Solomon's being. anainted and proclaimed king. 


PSALM Þxxii. . 


Everlaſting Patentate, 


PSALM Ixxii. 


IVE the king 
thy judgment;, 


grant that he whom C God, and thy 


thou appointeſt to govern 
men, may perfectly compre- 
hend the principles of proper 


action, impartial equity and 
true religion: and that the 
ſucceſſar to a thrang may 


them in the enjoy- 


ment of their Jiberties and 
Privileges; ſhewing, 2 ſtrict 


4 


and mercy. 


regard to juſtice, and all be- 


coming clemency moderation 


| Pare 


righteouſneſs unto 
the king's ſor. 


he 


E 
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2. He ſhall judge 
thy people with 
righteouſneſs, and 
thy poor with judg- 


ment. 


3. The moun- 
tains ſhall bring 
peace to the people, 
and the little hills 
by righteouſneſs. 


4. He ſhall judge 
the poor of the peo- 
ple, he ſhall ſave 
the children of the 
needy, and ſhall 


break in pieces the 


oppreſſor. 


in bis courts of judicature the 
laws have their due courfe, as is 
equal and juſt to defend or 


297 
Particularly obſerving that Sscr. 53, 
— 
Psalm 


Ixxii. 2. 


chaſtiſe reſpecting the whole 


community: and that all fa- 
vourable allowances be made 
for thoſe who are in narrow 
diſtreſſed circumftances, 


By. means of his mild and 


equal adminiſtration the ſtate 
ſhall be free from diſturbance 
and violence; and. as if the 
mountains and hills produced 
them, ſhall the liberal arts 
flouriſh, agriculture be en- 
couraged, and tranquility 
plenty and all defirable hleſ- 


ſings abound. 


3 


He will aſſert for the in · 4 


Jjured poor their juſt rights: 
the moſt neceſſitous and diſ- 
treſſed who ſolicit, ſhall atways 
find him ready and zealous 
to ſupply their wants, and 
reſcue them from outrage 
and wrong: and as a potter's 


veſſel is broken, he ſhall pre- 
vent, humble and diveſt of all 


power, the tyrannical and 
oppreſſiue. If 


b Mudge interprets, © Let ths juſtice and equity of his 
* adminiſtration give ſuch encouragement to tillage, that 
the mountains and hills may bring forth corn in abund- 
* ance,” Others underſtand greater and leſſer magiſ- 


rates, 


_—— 


— 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr.52. If you uniformly ſway the 


ſcepter according to theſe un- 
varied rules, your authority 
will be ſacred; your perſon 
revered, and your memory 
tranſmitted with pecuhar 
marks of honour to the lateſt 
77 

6 As the deſcending rain to 
the mowed graſs, or the mul- 
titude of trickling drops to 
the parched ground, ſo re- 
freſhing ſhall his condeſcen- 
ſions be, and remarkably ſa- 
lutary his management of all 
publick affairs. 

7 Like opening flowers or 
thriving plants, ſhall men of 
regular morals and true merit 
improve, and be promoted 
under his auſpicious reign: 
and through the unſpeakable 
bleſſing of a long and un- 
interrupted: peace, their en- 
joyments ſhall both greatly 
multiply and be firmly ſe- 


cured to them even until 


time ſhall be no more. 

38 His dominions ſhall more- 
over be extenſive, ſtretching 
out from the weſt of the Me- 
diterranean to the eaſt of the 
Red ſea; and from the great 


river Eupbrates to the land's 


end. 


Inha- 


5. They ſhall fear 
thee as long as the 
fun and moon en. 
dure, throughout all 
generations. 


6. He ſtall come 
down like rain upon 
the mown graſs: as 
ſhowers that water 
the earth, 


7. In his days ſhall 
the righteous flou- 
rith : and abundance 
of peace ſo long as 
the moon endureth. 


8. He ſhall have 
dominion alſo from 
ſea to ſea, and from 
the river unto the 
ends of the earth. 


|. 


as 
er 


have 
from 
from 
the 
h. 


Boot of PS AL MS. 
9. They thatdwell Inhabitants of dry and de- 


in the e wilderneſs ſe te 1 8 2 2 
* ountries, ſuch as 


him: and his ene- \,* , | 
nies hall lick the him homage as a wiſe and 


dul. mighty potentate: and thoſe 
who wage war againſt him 
ſhall either be ſlain in the 
raſh enterprize; or obliged 
with the loweſt proſtrations 
to ſubmit themſelves to his 
clemency, and implore his 
—_. 1 N 
10. The kings of Princes over the . diſtant 


il - R 

ins: the kiugr of ſeparate iſlands, ſhall ap- 
Shebaand Seba ſhall proach his throne with rich 
ofer gifts, embaſſies, to obtain his alli- 
ance and friendſhip : monarchs 
from Arabia and Sabæa, ſhall 
addreſs him with ſplendid 
preſents, in acknowledgment 
of favours or in order to pro- 


- 


thiopia, which the LXX. underſtand by the word: as by 
beba and Seba, Arabia Felix extending to the ſouth, and 
belonging to the Ætbiopict ſea, and torrid zone, whence 
ame the queen who viſited Solomon, and is ſtiled Queen of 
be ſouth from the ends of the earth. But ſome explain this 
If the Ichthyophagi, or fiſh-eaters, a people living near 
te Red-Sea, concerning whom Diodorus Siculus: obſerves, 
lat they have a tradition, that at a certain great ebb or 
ceſs of the ſea, every place of that ſinus was dried up, 
de ſea departing to the other oppoſite parts, and then a- 
jan flowing back with an uncommon force, it was reſtore 
its former courſe. Lib. IV. which is ſuppeſed to refer 
the Jrachre's paſſage. P/al. Ixxiv. 13, 14 


e Yea, 


thiopia and Arabia ſhall pay] 


Tarſhiſh and of the regions of Tarſtiſp and of 
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Secr. 53. 
— 
PALM 
XXII. 95 


10 


1 Wildernef often denotes a dry or d:/art country ſuch as 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szer. 53. Yea, all the moſt illuſtrious 


PsaAlu 


Ixxii. 11. 


_ with the e 


fovereigns of this capacious 
globe, (hall ſhew the utmoſt 
eſteem and veneration for his 
exalted virtue and wiſdom : 
- people of all —— 
and nations being acquainte 
— of his 
N ſhall wiſh to 
rve ſuch a maſter : be wil- 
ling to become his ſubjects; 
or to abide by his determi- 
nations. 


12 Foroutof a ſupreme re- 


to humanity and juſtice, 
be bal readily provide relief 
for the neceſſitous and diſ- 
treſſed ſupplicant: the tyran- 
nically uſed and grievouſiy 
oppreſſed, who are quite 
ſunk with ſeverities and have 
no other friend or helper, in 
him ſhall find a moſt faithful 


and zealous one. 
13 


He ſhall expreſs a peculiar 
tenderneſs for thoſe who are 
reduced and their ſubſtance 
exhauſted, through lingring 
illneſſes, unforeſeen accidents 
or the perſecutions of adverſe 
fortune: he will free the lives 


of the ſtraitened and anxious 


from difficulties and perplexi- 
ties, by placing them in com- 
fortable and proſperous cir- 
cumſtances. 


As 


11. Yea, all king; 
Mall fall down be- 
fore him : all nations 
ſhall ſerve him, 


12. For he ſhall 
deliver the needy 
when _ —_ the 
poor alfo, him 
that hath no helper, 


g 13. He W 
the and Ys 
and! ſhall ſave the 
ſouls of the needy. 
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85 14. He ſhall re- As if he reckoned them Szer. 53. 
n ben ne foul from an eſtate that the right of ID 
A aielou, "Tay Fedemption devolved upon ii. . 5 
their blood be in him; or their injuries what 
bis itzt. it was his peculiar province 
to avenge; he will ſet him- 
ſelf reſolutely to defend them 
from all treacherous arts and 
violent meaſures: they are 
too important in his eſtimate 
for him lightly to ſuffer them 
to fall a ſacrifice to the un- 
godly great: or their death 
to happen by their means, 
without requiring it at their 
hands, | | 
15. And he ſhall He who is fo tenderly con- 15 
ve, and _— — cerned for the lives an well- 
75 wh —— being of all others, ſhall him- 
dſo ſhall be made felf truly live and be com- 
fr him continually pleatly happy : unto him ſhall 
ad daily ſhall be be - offerings be preſented of the 
piled, fineſt gold of Sabena: at ach 


feturning ſeaſon the war 
ſupplications ſhall be urgt 
to the Almighty in his fa- 
vour: and all places reſound 
the perfection of his royal 
virtues, and the peculiar ex- 
treme happineſs of living 


- under his beſt of govern- 
U 2 Were 


The LXX. render, dear all their namt be, both Blood 
d zame being uſed to denote a people race of pefferity. 
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Sxcr. 53. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Were the whole ſtock of 


— bread- corn in the country 


— PSALM 


Lvxii. 16. 


reduced to the ſmalleſt quan- 


tity, and that in the moſt 


unpromiſing ſituation on the 


top of mountains; yet agri- 
culture ſhall be ſo encou- 
raged, and even the barren 
lands anſwer it with ſuch an 
increaſe, as ſpeedily to pro- 
duce the greateſt alteration 
and ſhaking of the ſtrongeſt 
ſtalks upon the field, like 
trees in the foreſt of Lebanon: 
and in the more fertile ſoil all 
around the city Feruſalem, 
the earth's choiceſt bleſſings 


' ſhall ſpring up in ſuch plenty, 


as the common graſs which 
grows every where. 


17 The remembrance of his 


ſuperior eminent wiſdom and 
immenſe riches ſhall be per- 
petuated: ſo long as day and 
night ſhall not ceaſe, his 


diſtinguiſhing titles ſhall be 


ontinued in his royal off- 
Fring: on account of what 
Cw SES . he 


= 5 ww 


ve Mugge 'renders_ingeniouſly and prettily enough the 
carth al be” cedferel Sich ora. — a beautifu! 
image of a plain chequered with ſquares or diamonds 0: 
corn; and on the tops of mountains graſs ſhould grow,&: 
alluſion, as is ſuppeſed to the height of the trees 
reat noiſe when they 4 


«4 An 


of Libanus, which cauſeth a 


ſhaken with the wind. But ſome underſtand the ; 
nmmbet of proſelytes there ſhould b 


See 2 Chron, i apy S8. 


be an handful of 
corn in the earth 


e in Solomon's 
BED i wb 


o 
a * 


16. e There ſhall 


upon the top of the 


mountains; the fruit 


thereof ſhall 4 ſhake 
like Lebanon, and 
they of the city ſhall 
flouriſh like graſs of 
the earth. 


17. His name ſhal 
endure for ever: bis 
name ſhall be con- 
tinued as long as ths 
ſun: and men ſhall 
be bleſſed in hin; 
all nations ſhall call 
him bleſſed. 


red 
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my he has done for them, men Seer. 53. 
earth ſhall eſteem themſelves com- 1 
f thei f . pletdly happy; and all nations 

| Ixxii. 1 
Patt hall make their honourable. 8 
| and * ſentiments of him, the utmoſt 
; ſhall bounds of their wiſhes con- 
aſs of 


cerningallſucceeding princes, 

never deſiring a monarch of 
-- = - greater abilities or more ex- 
alted true merit, 

Theſe unſpeakable, advan- 18 
tages of excellent rulers wher- 
ever they happen, are graci- 
cous heaven's peculiar favours 

to mankind ; and for him as 
an inſtance whom our com- 
munity boaſts, aſcribe to the 
LRD of the uniyerſe, the 
. Gop of Jſrael, (everlaſting 


18. Bleſſed be the 
lead God, the God 
> Iſrael, who only 
toeth wonderous 
tings. | | 


me ſhal praiſes: . who. himſelf ſepa- 

yer: bis rately, can perform what in⸗ 

Ys , © finitely. exceeds. all created 

591 9 7 ae comprehenſ on or eſt 1 
nnn. mation. | 

hall ci 19. And -bleſſed' Throughout all genera- 19 

: his glorious name | 


tions expreſs the greateſt re- 
ard and veneration for his. 
rovidential overnment. and 
upreme per eion ; and let 


or ever, and let the 
wole earth be fil- 
| with his glory; 
men, and amen. 


1 mankind declare their ad- 


ovgh 7 miring thoughts of the diſ- 
beautilu 

nonds d plays "of his attributes, and 
row, Ec conform to his laws of uni- 


the tres verſal righteouſneſs: they are 
_ i indiſpenſably obliged to pay, 
a 5 tp him this tribute, and it is my 


V3 


moſt 
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Ster. 53- molt ſincere deſire and prayer 
FT” that they may do it. 
Ixxii, 20. Thus David 4 ſon 2 The prayers 
Zeke ended his poetical com; 5 David the fonof 
tions on devotion, and 
xtly. aner probably his bie 
and wie 


PSALM XXII. SECT. LIV. 


Acknowledgment of the divine liberality 3 
Perplexity. about bis permiſſons of the wicked to 
 Profper and the good to by diftreſſed. The reſi 
| Tution "from ancien hiſtory, eſpecially from ihe 
| ſanctuary, and what was there to be learned con. 
cerning '@ future being. On account wheredf, 
and as ibe way to an eternity of happineſs reli. 

| Ficus virtue por foct ly able, truly even N 

man's higheſt _ A 2ſaim compoſed, or 


81 


to be Ferfarmed by A ph. p 
| 2 Ps A LM I=xin. 1. N PSALM Ixxii- i, 
SECT. 54. HE exiſtence of a ſu- — 
ae premely good Gab, gu. ee v0 Ea 
. univerſal providence are 2s are of a clean 


enen certain: and heart. 

that the divine diſpenſations 

have been remarkably fa- 

vourable to the children of 

Tiruel: more eſpecially to 

thoſe of our iuſtrious an- 

in every age, who have prac- 

tiſed an undeviating integri- 

ty: manifeſted upright juſt, 
inten- 
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intentions and led uniformly 9zcr. 54+ 
regular virtuous lives. 8 

2. But as for me, This muſt be granted in "oa 


Xxlil./t, 2. 


er 
\of WM feet were almoſt general; but when particulars 


gone: my ſteps had are inſtanced in, and am 
* others my own caſe iel 
enquired into; I freely confeſs 
that, like one who walks on 
ſlippery ground and his feet 
liable to flide, I have been 
in danger of queſtioning this 
heaven's influence and ſuper- 
intendency over human af- 
fairs: at leaſt the equity of it | 
— aſcertainable with re- 
ct to all perſons and cir- 
— | 
3. For I was en- It truly unhinged and gave 3 
* —— me an extreme diſſatisfact 
when be the pro'- to obſerve the external con- 
kein ol che wicked.  gition of ſome of the moſt 
impious and profligate z with 
the eaſe, ſafety and ſplendour 
in which they lived: notwith- 
ſtanding that they were viſi- 
bly ſlaves to their own in- 
ordinate affections, highly 
profane towards Gop, and 
to the laſt degree injurious: 
and miſchievous to all about 
4. For there are no f — only ſi fered4 
harder They are not only ſuffered- 
— to live in eaſe and affluence, 
frm, Us; but 


| 

| 

j 

| 
| 
it 
G 


f There are different interpretations of this paſſage, ſome 
tender, they never think of dying or that they are - any 
anger 
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Szcr. 54. but at laſt. to enjoy the ſo 
much wiſhed for death with- 


| Ps ALM 


out any great pain or anguiſh: 
ling'ring © complaints have 
not exhauſted their natural 
ſtrength, nor fierce diſeaſes 
ſtormed it: they meet with 
both the ' quickeſt diſpatch, 
and in ſeeming vigour and 
perfect tranquillity depart 
this life. A 


They appear to be exempt 
"God the labours troubles and 
ſorrows, incident to moſt 


other mortals in this various 


chequered being: neither are 


they ſtruck by the Hand of 


heaven, with thoſe ſudden 
judgments and grievous' 


dreadful calamities, which 


ſome have to conflict with 


and do groan under. 


6 Conſequent upon their thus 


eſcaping corrections, and en- 


joying an uninterrupted proſ- 
perity; like a golden chain 
or ſtring of pearls about their 


necks for marks of honour, 


their perſons and actions are 
FG r ' | diſtin- 


5. They are not 
in trouble as other 
men ; neither are 
they plagued like 
other men. 


6. Therefore pride 
compaſſeth them 2. 
bout as a chain; vio- 
lence covereth them 
as a garment. 


danger of it. Some, they are not bound over to judgment 


or puniſhment as malefactors — others. and it ſeems moſt 
probable that the phraſe is borrowed from unſupportable 
burdens or child-bed pangs, i e. as Kimchi, that they dye 


with eaſe, or as Job v. 2 


They come to the grave in 3 
full age, like as a ſhock of corn in his ſeaſon: no ſore 


diſeaſes bring them to death with great pain. Or as L 
Clere, nulli ſunt iis angores quando moriuntur, 
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7. Their eyes 8 
ſtand out with fat- 
neſs: they have more 


than heart - could 


wiſh. 


8. They are cor- 
rupt, and ſpeak 
wickedly concerning 


b oppreſſion: they 
ſpeak loftily. 


diſtinguiſhed, for fulſomeStcr. 54. 


pride and the utmoſt degree _— 
of inſolence and arrogance . 
as a garment covereth the 
whole body, ſo are all their 
proceedings overſpread with 

and full of violence oppreſ- 

fion and extortioun. 
They are quite bloated, 7 

and their eyes protuberant 

with rioting on the richeſt 
proviſions and choiceſt deli - 


cacies of marrow and fatneſs: 


like waters which overflow 
their banks, their acquiſitions 
exceed all bounds, even thoſe 
of the moſt wanton imagina- 
tions of their own hearts 
and mine,. nn e 
Buy their unjuſt exactions 8 
oppreſſions and inhuman ſe- 
verities they harraſs and gra- 
dually ruin others: and un- 
concernedly diſcourſe of the 
wretched condition to which 
they 


Michaelis renders ſupercilioſi vultus and Bifop Hare 
oculos adipe tumentes ſuperbe clauſerunt. But their pride 
having been juſt before mentioned, their luxury, pampered ; 
eaſe, or high living ſeem rather here 4 Fr 

b Mudge renders th nounce oppreſſion fram on high, i. e. 
from edench of jute. And Ac ver. © Should God's 
people fall into their hands; they would ſqueeze them 
*to the full, they would wring out all the juice in their 
* bodies : he underſtands the phraſe as proverbial.” The 
rdix for ring ſignifies to flrain out @ liquour, to ſweep of, 
to fuck up, to drink up every drop. The Chald. Paraph. 
they ſpeak that they may hurt, i. e. openly profeſs oppreſſion," 


| 
j 
] 
1 
1 
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Sger.:34. they have reduced them; the 
Pete heavy burden of pains and 


$4 8g. wants, their fraud or violence 
hath brought upon them: 


their ſpeeches betray the ut- 
molt degree of .preſumption 
and oftentation in themſelves, 
and inſult and diſdain as to 
otbers. | | 
9 Their pride does not neſt 9. They ſet their 
here, but as if they could month — 8 
ſtarw the heavens themſelves, — 2 — 
in their; arowed impiaties che aww. 
they as it were arm their 
mauths to commit hoſtilities 
againſt, the moſt high Gop.: 
and by the weight. and in- 
fluence their wealth gives to 
every thing they ſay or do, 
their bleiphemons s flanderqus 
baleful light ning in the air, 
is ſpeedily diſperſed all abroad, 
through the whole country; 
they ſpare neither Gon nor 
Man. 
10 Fi account for which ſtate , 10. — ki 
of affairs, his people and re- „People Ferorn Ni 
gular fanthful ſervants are — _ — 
greatly xed in their out to them. 
moſt ſerious reflections; and 
cannot but obſerve that if c 
they were to have recourſe 
10 


3 Kimchi renders, bis people return. hither, i e. to ibis 
conſideration, why.the wicked ſhould ſo proſper, & c. and why 
they ſhould have their fill of good things in this world, 


S. A K x 


E 
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1t. And they 

y, how doth God 
lar and is there 
knowledge in the 
moſt High? 


12. Behold, theſe 
are the ungodly, 
who proſper in the 
world, they increaſe 
in riches. 


13. Ved, I have 
cleanſed my heartin 
vain, and waſhed my 

in innocency. 


che good; and that their true 


299 
to the ſame meaſures, they Secy. 54. 


right enjoy the like plenty v 
and proſperityz w in 
their preſent CO thay. 
ſeem peculiarly ſubjected to 

the contrary. 


Kh thus they both argue 1 


and plainly declare — 
ſelves, whence does it appear 
that, the Almighty inſpects 
the affairs of this his moral 
creation? or is there truly a 
Qvidence, which the moſt 


ſpecting this molt Prowil- 
cuays world ? 


It ĩs demonſtrable as to al 12 


ſecular concerns that it fares 
better with the bad than with 


character i, they: make not 
the leaſ difference det wirt 
right or wrong virtue or vice, 
whe enjoy; in this ſtate the 
profoundeſt peace, and the 
moſt perſect ſecurity and 
— who contjovally 
increaſe in ſtrength, power 
and riches, wbich plainly com - 

mand every: thing befides; 


What S I then infer, but-!3 


that if the greateſt ad 


earthly ſubſtanee, as wha will 
deny nt, and I have not been 


this robted by 
way pro 2 


igh Gop adminiſters, re- 


vantages 
m wealth and 


2 
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arc r. 54. ſtricteſt care of my thoughts 
and ations; but that I havenot 


PAIN 
Euiii. 13. 


deen profited at all: and there- 
fore the ſincereſt endeavours of 
virtue, and actually blameleſs 
422 avail nothing this way. 

For truly almoſt every day 
1 my life I have met with 
one affliction and calamity or 


another; and every morning 


have deen diſeiplined and cor- 


rected, as if 1 had commit- 


ted the greateſt over-ſights, 
* even deliberate offences. 

If I determined to reckon 
" this manner, and from 


theſe facts or this ſtate of the 


cafe, argue myſelf into the 
gloomy diſbelief of a provi- 


on the 


14. For all- the 


day long have I been 


plagued, and chaſ. 
tened every morn- 
ing. 


we 


15. If I ſay, Iwill 
ſpeak thus, behold, 
I. ſhquld- offend 2 


gainſ} the generation 
7 thy children. 


dence; it 'could not but at 


the fame time oceur to me, 
that I ſhould- give the lie 10 
the hiſtory of our memorable 


anceftors; and be wanting in 


due regard to the miracles 
Gop hath wrought for his 
. leave no e 
to doubt lt. 7 Bi 


16 Still, whilſt I reaſoned. up- 


on the grounds and cauſes of 


things, looking no further 


than their-vifible appearances 


in order to give an account 


of them; the exerciſe was 
moſt laborious and the effect 
of | it not without perplexity. 
17 221111 Until 


16. When Ithought 
to know this, it was 


too painful for me. 


} 


x; + Gaw as aq a. Anas 


a 
me. 


17. Until I went 
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dees | their end, FAY turned my thoughts 


towards the heavenly habita- 
tion of Gop and his holy 
angels; the latter of whoſe 
exiſtence I could not well be- 
lieve, and be ignorant of or 
have any doubt about the 
ſeparate exiſtence of human 
ſouls departed; then I could 
balance matters and form an 
adequate judgment, by their 
reference to futurity, and 
being recompenced in ane- 


ther ſtate. 


30 


Until I entered the ſanc- Seer. 54; 
into. the * ſanQuary tyary of Gop, which natu- 


— 


SALM. 


Ixxiii. 17. 


18. Surely thun Which as ſoon. as they 18 


didſt ſet them in ſlip- : | 
pery places: thou arrwe at, they will rr | 
caſte «..- F fin 


x The learned Peters very ingeniouſly and probably 
obſerves, that his entering the ſanctuary would naturally 
turn his thoughts towards heaven, the habitation of God 
and his holy angels, of which the tabernacle and temple 
were a ſort of ſtanding ſymbol and memorial. 'The figures 
of the cherubim, which were not only placed in the Holy 
of Holies, but ſculptured on the walls of the temple 
round about [ 1 Kings vi 29.] have been generally believed 
both by Fews and Chriſtians, except a few moderns per- 
haps, to repreſent the hoſt of angels that attend the divine 
majeſty, as miniſters to do his pleaſure. And there is ſo 
near an affinity betwixt the doctrine of angels and that of 
_ human ſouls ſubſiſting after death, that they who be- 
trved the one, could ſcarce be ignorant of or diſbelieve 
the other. - A place among whom, he thinks, promiſed to' 


et 


Jobea the high-prieſt, if he diſcharged his office with fide-' 


lity. Zech. iii. 7. Crit. Diff. 289. 290. 292. Maimonides 


ſeems too refined here, that if the pſalmilt had only theſe 


apprehenſions, he was under temptations ; but if he uttered = 
tem it was apoſtacy and it would not avail to recal or 


renounce them, 
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Ss cr. 54. find themſelves in a moſt cufteſt them down 
ways Jifinal and wretched ſitua - iow deſtructica. 
. tion: and however exalted 

they were in this world, that 

in the eternal puniſhments of 

another, like cities laid _ 

or a country deluged, the 

have met with - molt 

dreadful fudden overthrow, 

into utter deſtruction or the 

pit ot aſtoniſhment. 

19 The moment they — 3 
from this life to another, like ion as ina moment! 
trees blaſted with light'ning they are ! utterly 
or graſs ſcorched with an conſumed with ter- 
eaſt- wind, they are utterly os. | 

ſtrĩpt of all comfort and en- 
joymentz and the troubles 
and the terrors of their minds 
in their full perfection. | | 
20 All their paſt greatneſs will ,2% As a dream 


when ont awaketh 
ſeem only a dream when fo, O Lozp, — 
| ou 


1 The original is very emphatick, ſignifying # be 
in pieces, torn aſunder, thrown down fy a dd ery 
den violence which occafioneth a great noiſe craſh or crack: 
indeed the images and all the expreſſions in this lamentable | 
deſcription are itriking, let not the penitent deſpair but let | 
the wicked rich learn their danger; amend their lives, and 
beware of truſting in uncertain riches or having their por- 

tion in this world — ſome part of the paraphraſe is taken 

from Peters: who juſtly remarks on the 20 ver. that it is a 

very wrong tranſlation, and ſhould be rendered, in rou/ing 

or <cakening them than wilt deſpiſe [or debaſe] their image: 

i. e. their e:S@aoy [as old Homer calls it] their ſeparated 

ſoul ; and methinks, ſays he, there is an exquiſite propriety 

in the word /ibzeb here uſed ; thou ſhalt debaſe, ſpurn, and 
render contemptible the ghoſts of thoſe haughty wretchey 

Sc. Crit. Dig. p. 290. . 
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thou awakeft, thou one awaketh, at the awful Szcr. 54. 


ſhale deſpiſe their 
image. | 


21.Thus my heart 
was grieved, and I 
was pricked in my 


reins, 


22. So fooliſh av 
] and ignorant: 
was as a beaſt be- 
fore thee. 


period when thou, O moſt 


wakening ſhalt deba 

or render contemptible the 
ghoſts of thoſe haughty 
wretchesz whoſe pride had 
raiſed them in their own 
conceit above all other men, 
and even led them to deſpiſe 
their maker and his laws. 


Their condition in Sheo! the 


region of departed ſouls ſhall 
— low and deſpicable, as 

it was in appearance 
high and happy. 


However unreaſonable and 21 


abſurd the temper, it was 
truly on aecount of theſe men 
and their temporal flouriſhin 
cireumftances, that my mi 
was diſturbed with envy: my 


very heart penetrated and ex- 


tremely pained with reflecting 
on their ſuperior advantages. 


For which I now ſtand ** 
I © corrected ; and moſt freely 


own, that I diſtinguĩſhed little 
berter in the ir, than a 
meer brute would do: ſeemed 
void of reafon and conſciouf- 
neſs, and to be wholly taken 


up in judging of divine pro- 


vidence with the things that 
are before me; at leaft to 
have no ſenſe of or regard to 
things furure and inviſible. 

I ought 
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ha 
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Jxxiii. 23. 


A-PARAPHRASE on the 


- ought quite otherwiſe to 
ve reflected and conſidered, 
and hereafter J am determin- 
ed todo it; how all this while 
I have been taken care of and 


provided for: in the moſt ſlip · 
pery otherwiſe unguided paths 


and greateſt dangers, that 
ſame providence which I was 
tempted to deny actually 
preſerved and ſupported me. 


24. I am fully ſatisfied it is 


* 
Ss ww 
* 


25 


equally my intereſt and duty, 
humbly to ſubmit myſelf to 
thy ſupreme wiſdom and 
goodneſs; that thou wilt be 


pleaſed to direct and govern 


me, by ſuch laws and ſchemes 


23. Nevertheleſs 
IT .. am continually 
with thee: thou haſt 
holden me by my 
right hand. 


24. Thou fhalt 

ide me with thy 
counſel, and after- 
ward m receive me 
to glory. 


as thou knoweſt to be moſt 


expedient in the moral ſpiri- 
tual way here below: and 
hereafter receive me to the 
genuine rewards of virtue, 
and glorious recompence of 
heaven and eternity. | 

hom can I have recourſe 
to for the. higheſt boundleſs 
felicity of the upper endleſs 
world, but to thine ever- 
bleſſed ſelf : and this whole 
earth could I ranſack or amaſs 
| It, 


- 


2c, Whom have 
I in heaven but ther? 
and there is none 
upon earth zhat I 
deſire beſides thee. 


| m Peters very pertinently obſerves, this is the very term 
whereby the happineſs of heaven is deſcribed in the New 


Teſtament; and could any Chriſtian expreſs his hope of 
being for ever happy with God in more apt words ? Or of 


n 
a relarreRion which the Arab. ſtyles the day of meeting God? 


my A — my 
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. it, affords not any thing that Scr. 54. 
i is adequate to, or equally 1 
1 worthy of bleſt affec- 1111. 

oft my no Ixxiii. 25. 
| tions and higheſt regard, 

26. My fleſh and Should this body and all 26 
1 the vital functions be ſo im- 
3 and my Paired and exhauſted as to 
rortion for ever. be no longer capable of acting 

or being actuated: ſtill the 
Almighty as an impregnable 

alt fortreſs is the ſecurity and re- 
thy fuge of my mental faculties 
— and capacities, and my happi- 

neſs and dependance in a 
. world that ſhall never end. 

27. For lo, they From this doctrine of fu- 27 
at are far from turity with its rewards and 
- wry _ 3 een, therefore it may 
| ye 

ul them that go a be fully concluded, that how 

orig from thee. much ſoever the. wicked proſ- 

r here, thou wilt certainly 
make them ſuffer the greateſt 
miſery hereafter: and that as 
ſoon as impious idolaters and 

have aliens from piety and virtue 
the, bave departed this life, thou 

Ny haſt conſigned them to a2 
thee. ſtate of the moſt dreadful 

and irretrievable deſtruction. 

hay But it is good , On the other hand, that 28 
fork 77" kgs ates! i is every man's laſting 
ruſtin the Load advantage; and an affair a- 

0d, that I may de. bout which I confels I ſhall ; 

I N call thy works. a de perplexed: 

e New never more be perplex 
hope of but am unalterably reſolved 

's Gal? | The LXX, add, in the gates of the Waighrer Ein 


Vor. III. 


X as 
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Szcr. 64. as the nobleſt privilege of my 
F reaſonable nature faithfully 
web. 28. to worſhip and ſerve Gob: 
and entirely depend upon 
him by whom all things con- 
ſiſt, for the glorious employ 
of celebrating his works, and 
Ppraiſes on account of them, in 
the heavenly world through 
out a boundleſs eternity. 


PSALM LXXIV. SECT. LV. 
C oniplaints of violences and 3 Humble 
| 24 earneſt expoſtulations with the Almighty, 
Ancient 19 7 le facts, — preſent extreme 
 diftreſſes, pleaded for aſſiſtance and deliverance 
A pfalm 75 Aſaph 7o the tune Maſchil. Th 


© accafion, as is Suppoſed, the deſtruftion of Jem- 
. 9 Nebuchadnezzar. 4 #1 


TC 


Ps ala * 2 hy 1. Ps ALM Ixxiv. i. 


Ster. 55. FJ Eternal and Almighty God, auth) hab 
| th caſt 0 
ꝗ— * ſovereign,” admit me in for ever? why da 


N PSALM all humility to expoſtulate thine anger ſmoke 


„% enquire; are thy once fa- againſt the ſheep 
vourite people become to that hy paſture? ro 
degree offenfive and diſpleaſ- : 

ing, that thou haſt totally = 


them? that beloved 
people who uſed to be the 
objects of thy tender care and 
conſtant guardianſhip ; have 
they to that degree diſobeyed 

and provoked. thee, as to be- 
come 
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come obnoxious to thy diſ- SECT. 55 
pleaſure and moſt violent in W 


Ixxiv. 1. 
2. Remamber thy . 


congregation which 
thou haſt purchaſed 
of old: the rod of 
thine inheritance 
which thou haſt re- 
deemed, this mount 


Zion whererein thou 
haſt dwelt. 


3. 9 Lift up thy 
feet unto the per- 
petual deſolations : 
gen all that the 
enemy hath done 
wickedly inthe ſanc- 
tuar y. 


4. Thine enemies 
roar in the midſt of 
the congregations : 
they ſet up their 
enſigns for ſigns. 


Be pleaſed to have in re- 
membrance that ſelect ſociety 
of men, whom thou haſt in- 
corporated to maintain true 
religion; and formerly exerted 
thine Omnipotence to recover 
from bondage: a kind of 
peculiar inheritance meaſured 
out for thyſelf, and defended 
againſt all their enemies: this 
ſacred mount Zion, which 
contains the eſpecial tokens 
of thy preſence, and js the 
place of thy laſting teſidence. 


2 


Make haſte to take a ſur- 3 


vey of and repair our ruinous 


condition and entire deſola- 


tion: even all the ſacrilegious 
unheard of injuries the enemy 
hath committed in ſacking 
the temple, and plunderimg, 
almoſt utterly fubverting and 


deſtroying the holy place. 


Our beſiegers, the avowed 4 


enemies of thy true religion 
roar, like wild beaſts, with 


wrath and terror in thoſe. 


places where formerly our 
Jolemn aſſemblies were held; 
X 2 and 


Ln 1p thy feet ſeems an idiom like cp the mont, 
one to denote ſpeaking, the other walking: perprrunl, rather 


mp leat , perfect, rotal and irreparulle; 


which indeed were 
likely to be perpetual, I | 
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Ster. 55. and the only ſigns, we be- 
5" 967g hold are their ſtandards ſet 
Arn up as certain tokens of com- 


Ixxiv. 4. « 

plete victory. — 

5 Once men did ſignalize 
themſelves in the timber- 
work of the temple; and it 
was ſpoken of to their praiſe, 
that they had cut down trees 
in the thickets or foreſts, and 

provided materials for build- 
ing that admired ſtructure. 

6 Now with one conſent they 
deface the moſt beautiful 
carving with axes and ham- 
mers, which were never be- 
fore heard there; as if they 

. were of no more value than 
common ſtones. 

7 They have ſet fire to the 
conſecrated building: with a 
peculiar malignity they have 
entirely demoliſhed that won- 
derful fabrick, where thou 
placedſt the ſymbols of thy 
preſence, and appointedſt for 

. religiouſly commemorating 
thy perfections and works of 
providence. - 


—_— * %® * 


APaRAPHRASE on the 


It 


5. 4 man ws 


famous according as 


he had p lifted up 
axes upon the thick 
trees, 


6. But now they 
break down the 


carved work thereof 


at once with axes 


and hammers. 


7. They have cat 
fire into thy fſanc- 
tuary, they have de- 
filed by ca//eng down 
the dwelling-ptace 
of thy name to. the 
ground. 


p Some interpret they ſpare nothing, but lay about then 
as à wood-feller in a thicket, this conſtruction doth not 
ſeem ſo natural, without ſome, force put upon them the 
words will hardly bare it. Mudge ſuppoſes Abimelect's 


carrying axes. amidft the thick trees in order to burn the 


wer of Shechem alluded to. 
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8. They ſaid in 
their hearts, let us 
deſtroy them toge- 
ther: they have 


burnt up all the 


2 ſynagogues of God 
25 in the land. 


9. We ſee not our 
igus, there is no 


nore any 9 prophet, 
oof Wl ber 7 there a- 
gow nong us any that 


koweth how long. 


out them 
doth not 
them ; the 
bimelect's 


burn the Jeremiah. 
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It was their determinate Szcr. 65. 
purpoſe and what they freely YO 
declared - by all methods of 3 


rapine and violence, let us 
utterly lay waſte the whole 
country: and throughout the 


land, they have actually de- 


ſtroyed by fire, all the ſyna- 
gogues or ſchools of the pro- 
phets; ſeminaries of learning, 
or places for ſocial worſhip. 


Which is a peculiar ex- 9 


treme aggravation of the ca- 
lamities of preſent times, we 
are diveſted of all extraordi- 


nary communications from 


the great Gop of heaven: 


we ſee not as formerly our 
ſigns of miracles, viſions or 
divine revelations, to excite 
or confirm our hopes that the 
Omnipotent Being will aſſiſt 
us: there is no more to be 
tound in this our native coun- 
try, any prophet either to 
predict future events, or ſim- 
ply to declare the will and 
law of Gop; not one among 
us by whom we can be ad- 
viſed in any reſpect, or that 
can pretend to foretel when 
theſe miſeries will end. 


N 3 Good 


Tdere were prophets among the captives in Baby/on, 
ut none ſeem to have been left at home after the death, 
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IPARAAPHARASE on the 


SECT. 557 Good Gop, admit us im- 


PSALM 
Ixxiv. 10. 


mediately to addreſs thee and 
humbly enquire, how long 
ſhall the profane adverſary 
trample upon, and thus treat 
us with all poſſible indignity ? 
ſhall the idolatrous vile ene- 
my always aſperſe true re- 
gion, inſult thy name and 
power, and moſt impiouſly 
declare that thou art not able 
to relieve or deliver us. 
Wherefore, as if thou 
turnedſt thy hand under thy 
garment for inaction, doit 
thou withdraw thy wonted 


regards and ſuccours: but now 


is ſurely the time, and do thou 


draw o right hand out of the 


12 


"3 


midſt 
thy matchleſs power to rid 
us fully of all our enemies. 
So long as we have been a 
people, Almighty Gop hath 
been our ruler and defender; 
rforming wonderful de- 
iverances for us before all 
people who have injured, and 
in the heart of their country 
who would have enſlaved us. 


By thy reſiſtleſs ſtrength 


thou didft eaſily ſeparate the 
collected waters of the Red- 
ſea, and make a dry and 
ready paſſage for thy perſe- 
cuted people: as breaking 


the 


f thy boſom, and exert 


10. O God, how 
long ſhall the adver- 
ſary reproach ? ſhall 
the enemy blaſ. 
pheme for ever? 


11. Why with- 
draweſt thou thy 
hand, even thy right 
hand? pluck it out 
of thy boſom. 


12. For God i 
my king gf old, 
working ſalvation in 
the midſt of the 
earth, 


a> Gam om Vo 


13.) Thou did 
divide the fea b 
thy ſtrength: tho 
brakeſt the heads 0 
the dragons in d. 
waters. 


with- 
| thy 
7 right 
it out 


70d i! 
f old. 
tion in 


of the 


u didl 


ſea b 
: tho 
1eads 0 


in Of 
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14. Thou brakeſt 
the heads of levia- 
than in pieces, and 
gaveſt him to be meat 
to the people inba- 
biting the wilder» 
neſs, 


15. Thou didſt 
cleave the fountain 
and the flood: thou 
driedſt up mighty 
rivers. 


16, The day 7s 
thine, the night alſo 
i thine : thou haſt 
prepared the light 
and the ſun. 


the heads of dragons or ſea Sgr. 55. 
monſters kills them, in the == 
returning waves thou didſt A 
effectually deſtroy, and o ver- 
whelm the formidable hoſt of 
purſuing Egyptians. 

As cruſhing the head of a 14 
crocodile dragon or moſt 
dreadful monſter, thou in- 
volvedſt their oppreſſive ty- 
rant with his princes and 
leaders in the ſame irrecover- 
able ruin: and gaveſt them 
thrown dead on the ſhore, to 
be a prey for the birds and 
beaſts inhabiting the deſert. 

Thou didſt cleave ſo as to 15 


fetch out of the hard rock by 


Moſes's rod only ſtriking it, 
a guſhing fountain, and 2 
continual current: for the 
benefit of thy people, farther 


when their circumſtances have 
Tequired it, thou haſt won- 
derfully dried up Jordan and 


other mighty rivers.  _ 
It is thy ſole property as 16 
its maker, and thou haſt 
a ſovereign authority over 
the day; the night alſo is 
under thine - abſolute direc- 


tion : thou haſt placed in due 


order, and ſettled upon a 
firm foundation to - anſwer 


thy purpoſes both the light of 


the moon and that of the ſun. 
of Thou 


iN 

„ 

. 

. i, 
ng 


— 
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PSALM. 
Ixxiv. 17. 


* 


EI „ 
AI PARAPHRASE off the 


Thou haſt determined the 
confines and' preciſe boun- 
daries of all the, various re- 
gions or climates of this ha- 
bitable earth.: thou haſt de- 
ſigned and regularly diſpoſed 
the ſucceſſive intermingling 
ſeaſons of the whole circling 
year. 1 | 

Thy perfections and pro- 
vidence are every where illu- 
ſtriouſly manifeſt; be pleaſed 
then, O thou Creator and 


Lonp of all things, to re- 


member with a due diſplea- 


ſure, that the enemy hath 


thrown contempt and the 
people deſtitute of all prin- 


ciples of virtue and true wiſ- 


dom, the vileſt reproaches 
— 
19 O ſuffer not the lives of 


thy people now ſolitary and 
mournful like the turtle for 
its mate, to lie at the mercy 
of ſavage wicked men: do 
not ſhew always to diſregard, 
nor any. longer to neglect the 
ſociety of the afflicted and 


diſtreſſed, who conſider them- 
ſelves as thy property, and 


as wholly to rely upon thee 
for ſuccour and protection. 
% orb Yeu» 


17. Thou haſt ſee 
all the borders of 
the earth: thou haſt 
made {ſummer and 
winter, 


18. Remember this, 
that the enemy hath 
reproached, O Lord, 


and that the foolih 


people have blaf. 
phemed thy name. 


19. O deliver not 
the ſoul of thy turtle- 
dove unto the mul- 
titude of the wicked, 
forget not the con- 
gregation of thy 
poor for ever. 


| : N Cengre atiob; &c. ſome ſuppoſe a certain diſtrict in the 
land. of Gilead here alluded to, where certain people lived 


together, probably in clans or families for their mutual 


relief and ſuſtenance. 


a -- a Uu©«= --=_ 


=” £@© —, 25 


ſet 
of 
aſt 
ind 


his, 
ath 
Id, 
liſh 
laf- 
le. 


not 
rtle- 
mul- 
ched, 
con- 

thy 


n the 
lived 
utual 
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20. Have reſpect 
unto the covenant: 
ſor the dark places 
of the earth are full 
of the habitations of 
cruelty. 


21. O let not the 


oppreſſed return a- 
ſhamed : let the poor 
and needy praiſe thy 
name, 


22. Ariſe, O God, 

plead thine own 
cauſe; remember 
how the fooliſh man 
reproacheth thee 
daily. 


Vouchſafe the bleſſings Szer. 35. 
promiſed in the ' covenant N 
entered into with our fore- ix. 20. 
fathers, and let it appear that | 
thou art our Gop: for the 
bewildered and idolatrous 
parts of the earth, where 
many of thy beloved people 
are in a wretched captivity, 
hardly retain any ſentiments 
of humanity, bur every where 
abound with ſcenesof wild bar- 
barity and a ſettled. tyranny. 

Let not, we beſeech thee, 21 
thoſe who lying. under the 
burden of unreaſonable griev- 
ous hardſhips and — | 
humbly. and earneſtly: apply 
to thee for ſuccour, to return 
denied and diſappointed. of 
it: by graciouſly relieving 
them, lay the neceſſitous and 
friendleſs under peculiar obli- 
gations, of paying the moſt 
thankful acknowledgments 
for the diſplays of thy good- 
neſs and mercy. - 

O thou moſt juſt Gon, 22 
ariſe from thy ch tribu- 
nal, and vindicate thine own 
important cauſe of virtue and 
true religion: remember in 
what ignominious ſhocking 


terms, the man who is deſti- 


tute of all due ſenſe of or 


— bor theſe matters, daily 
loadeth 


314 A PARAPHRASPE on the 


SxcrT. 55. Joadeth thee with calumnies - 
2 and blaſphemies. 
pai 22 Thingi . honour r call 023. Forget no . 
chi 
for or 4A ſpe enemies: the 4 — 


— — —5 of of th 
= proceedings and e — ng err 
ſpeeches of thy moſt preſump- ech continually, 
tuous enemies: the noiſes of 
violence and ſhouts of tri- 
ymph, from their prevalency 
riſe bigheranghi v4 even fill 
the air and rend the ſkies. 


PSALM menen 


Thankſsiving far ſome extraordinary deliverance, 
Juſtice to he regarded. Oftentation to be avoid. 
ed. | Man's exaltation or abaſement from God, 
who. is in the higheſt degree to be celebrated, 
be wicked to bs puniſhed, and the righteous 
rewarded, A pſalm or ſong of Aſaph directe 
to the maſter of fc ta be performed to the 
une deſtroy it not. 


Srer. 56. . Psain Ixxy. IJ. Peau lav. i. 


Ps ALM 0 Almighty Preſerver and 3 Ron 
Ixxv. 1, moſt bountiful Bene- e thanks, ant 
factor, we humbly addreſs her do we give 
thy throne with our unfeign- thanks: for that thy 

ed and redoubled acknow- name #5 nn, 

ledgments of the moſt affec- —_— 5 
_— gratitude: for that  _ 
thy power and providence 
— kindly diſpoſe and ex- 

ceeding ready to befriend and 

protect us, thy wondrous 
works and prodigies of mercy 
declare to all the world. 


At 


2. When I ſhall 
yeceive the congre- 
gation, I will judge 
uprightly. 


3. The earth and 
all the inhabitants 
thereof are diſſolved: 
I bear up the pillars 
of it. Selah, 


\ 


4. J ſaid unto the 
fools, deal not fool- 
iſhly; and to the 


wicked lift not up 


the horn. 


5. Lift not up 


your horn on high: 
ſpeak not with a 
tif neck. 


or obſtinacy. © 
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At the time fixed by thy Stcr: 56. 
eternal wiſdom; whoſe pro» . 
et hath anointed: me, that, . 
I ſhall be inveſted with ſu- 
preme authority, 'or under- 
rake the important charge of 
civil government; 1 will re- 
ligiouſly employ - myſelf in 
ſetting matters right which 
are otherwiſe, and in admi- 
niſtring impartial juſtice. 
The country at preſent is; 
in a moſt diſtracted condi- 
tion, our nation is divided, 
and publick affairs are in the 
greateſt danger of a total 
ſubverſion: the weight of all 
. upon me, and its 
ſafety depends upon my per- 
ſonal — ha — 

I freely declared to the. 
ſelf-conceited and vain glori- 
ous; boaſt not of your own 
abilities, be not puffed up 
with fooliſh conceit : and to 
the irregular and ungovern- 
able, be not over ſanguine and 
preſumptuous in confidence 
of your own power. _ 
Sound not too gots 5 
horns or trumpets, as if you 
were already ſucceſsful and 
triumphant : pronounce not 
ooncerning events or affairs 


with haughtineſs, inſolence 
For 


— — —̃— —ö 
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Secr, 56. For events and ſucceſſes 


* 


A PAR APHRASE on the 


wayne not to be attributed to 


Pal 


Ixxv. 6. 


random cauſes, nor are they 


always anſwerable to human 


probabilities: they are not 
aſcertained by men's diligence 
in traverſing the eaſtern cir- 
cuit, nor the weſtern ways; 
the north of the deſerts nor 
the ſouth of the mountains. 


7 But it is moſt certainly an 


Infinite Gop, who as ſupreme 
Governour - adminiſters all 
affairs, and executes every 
man's judgment; or deter- 
mines his ſtate and circum- 
ſtances: this man he reduces 
to a low obſcure condition, 
and that he exalts to power 


s For like a cup of red wine 


properly mixed, that an equal 
ſteady hand poureth out, and 
leaveth the dregs to be drank 
up by the moſt unworthy: 
ſo are the allotments of divine 
providence, regulated and 
proportioned with the exact- 
eſt ſkill of divine infallible 


wiſdom :/ every man hath a a 


ſhare of pleaſure and pain, 
joy and ſorrow, as on all ac- 
counts is moſt expedient: 
but the heavieſt calamaties 
and bitter intolerable ſuffer- 
ings, await the whole * 


6. For promotion 
cometh neither from 
the eaſt, nor ftom 
the welt, nor from 
the ſouth. 


7. But God 7s the 
judge: he putteth 
down one, and ſet- 
teth up another. 


8. For in the hand 


of the Loxp there i. 


a cup, and the wine 
is red; it is full of 


mixture, and he 
poureth out of the 
ſame: but the dregs 
thereof all the wick- 
ed of the earth ſhall 
wring them out, and 


drink them. 
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dare for ever; I 
will fing praiſes to 
the God of Jacob. 


of ungodly and impenitent; Ster. 56. 
who treaſure up wrath againſt . 
the day of wrath, and the 
revelation of the righteous 


P3zatn 
XXV. 8. 


Judgment of Gon. 
9. But I will de- 


But my exalted ſtation ſhall 9 
be, moſt ſolemnly and eter- 
nally to proclaim the excel- 
lence and wonderful provi- 
dence of an all- preſiding 


Being: and to ſing pſalms 


10. All the horns 
of the wicked alſo 
will I cut off: but 
the horns of the 
righteous ſhall be 
exalted, 


and praiſes to the Gor of 
Jacob, for his promiſes and 
peculiar favours to the de- 
ſcendants from his ancient 
ſervant.” | | 
It ſhall be my further en- 10 
deavour to diveſt tyrants and 
oppreſſors, who pervert it to 

the greateſt miſchief, gf all 
authority: but to raiſe to the 
higheſt honours men of wiſ- 

dom and probity, unbiaſſed 
judgments and benevolent 
virtue. a 


* 
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92 
— — 4 
N 


2 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


N 3 9 


Sxer. 56. 


. 
2 888 The lſraelites under the divine eſpecial guardian: 


ſhip. This Jately manifeſted in a fignal vittny 
wer ;their enemies; and the Almighty to le 
_ , praiſed for it. A pſalm or | ſong of Aﬀaph 
directed lo the muſick maſter and to be perform- 


ed on ſtringed 


x 


inſtruments to the tune do not 


.. deſtroy at. The occgſion as is ſuppoſed the dt. 
© fruftion of Senacherib's army. 2 Kings xix. 35 


60 82 397 Og 410245 as 
Piel al i 

Hroughout che univerſe 
1 there are ſurprizing 


Psaru diſplays of Omnipotence and 
Ixxvi. . 


Infinite wiſdom; but in the 
land of Judra, does the Al- 
ien appent, , pooubgrly 
conſgicuous: and his name and 
titles on account of his won- 
derful works in their favour, 


to be deſervedly had in the 


higheſt eſteem by the Mrael- 
ztiſh people. „ 


2 Ir is further abundantly 


anſwers their pious prayers, 


manifeſt, though he fills 
heaven and earth, that his 
tabernacle is placed in Feru- 
ſalem, where all the tribes 
aſſemble to pay him homage ; 
and that the ſymbols of his 
preſence have their ſettled 
reſt on mount Zion, where 
the accepts their worſhip and 


By 


Ps a LM Ixxvi. 1. 
N Judah 7: God 


known: his name 
is great in Iſrael. 


2. In Salem alſo 
is his tabernacle, and 
his dwelling-place 
in Zion, 
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3. There brake By his powerful ſucedurs Seer. 563 
he the arrows of the diſpatched from thence, he © 


w, the ſhield, and „ 7 
ian. 8 ſword, and the clearly demonſtrated this 5 IxXxvi- 3. 
900 hactel, Selah, neither did all the implements 
*. F of war avail in oppòſition to 
; x his ſovereign relief: winged 
* arrows from the ſtrongeſt 
YE bows,” glittering ſhields! 
_ flaming ſwords with che ut- 
"T moſt ardour of embartled 
355 hoſts, were eaſily overpower- 
"I ed: when the Omnipotent ap- 
Fs peared in arms, and his glori- 
* ous preſenee animated ouf 
el. 2 | forces. n | 
4. Thou art more AlLconquering Deity! thou 4 
ber dag dl. n. triumpheſt moſk iijuſtriouſly 3 
tains of prey, „ and the monarch and King- 
dom whom thou ptotecteſt 
ſhine” above all the moſt ex · 
alted perſonages; digniſied 
tyrants and plundering ha- 
tions, whom the higheſt moun · 
tains pteferve and defend. 
oth 5. The ſtout-heart- - The moſt reſolute and in- 5 
„n barg ſpoiled, they trepid of them, that uſed to 
place W and noj of the men Plume themſelves in ſpoils | 
of wight have foung taken from others are them- 
their hands. ſelves ſtript: they lay don 
II OY to ſleep but they never waken - 


ed: their leaders and chath- 
pions could not be alarmed 
to renew the fight; nor ever 
recovered to find or uſe their 
hands to wield their military 
weapons: bend their bows, 

throw 


” a” A PARAPHRASE 
Sxcr..56- throw-thelr darts, or brandiſh 
Fog their glittering ſwords or 
Txxvi. 5 


0 thou.invincible ak un-: 


" ivallee: Gop of Jacob, by 
= ſovereign dreadful rebuke 
of thy power and all- ruling 


providence, both thoſe wha 


were. ſeated in- chariots and 
mounted on horſeback, have 
flumbered into the profound- 
eſt ſleep, of an abſolute in- 
ſenſibility that they. are not 
to be awaked from. 


7 Thou art infinitely to be 
: revered; b 


all thine intel- 
ligent off: ſpring, but of moſt 
terrible majeſty to thine. irre- 
Claimable adverſaries: and 
what mortal can ſupport, or 
avoid inſtant deſtruction in 
thy angry preſence : even re- 
medileſs perdition is certain, 
that moment thou ſheweſt 


thy diſpleaſure, and entereſt 


upon the execution of Jugg- 
ment. | 
It appeared that thou waſt 


riſen from thy eternal throne, 


and ' proceeding to ſentences 
and puniſhments, from the 
terrible voice of thunder 

ä . 


16 168 


on the 


6. At thy rebuke, 


O God of Jacob, 


both the chariot and 
horſe are caſt into a 


dead ſleep. 


7. Thou even thou 
art to be 5 feared, 
and who may ſtand 
in thy ſight when 
once thou art angry? 


8. Thou didſt 
cauſe judgment to 
be heard from heav- 
en; the earth feared, 


nad was ſtill. 


* ne pere, PRE ahi Senacherib's ſtatue, the 
deſtruction of whoſe army is ſuppoſed to be commemorated 
in this pſalm, was written, Jet him that leoketh upon nt 


learn to fear God. 


lidſt 
; to 
ꝛav- 


red, 


the 
ated 
M 
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9. When God: 
aroſe to judgment 
to ſave all the meek 


of the earth. Selah, 


10. Surely the 
wrath of man ſhall 
praiſe thee: and the 
remainder of wrath 
halt thou reſtrain, 


which ſhook the exalted vault Sect. 36. 
of heaven from the cures 2 
quaking and being inſtantly ii. f. 
huſhe into. the profchndelt * 
— ˙— 

At this awful period, after 9 
long ſeeming delays and for- 
bearance, when. the ſupreme 


Lon p and eternal Judge aroſe 


for action and proper vindi- 
cation; to provide reſt and 
ſafety for the afflicted and 
perſecuted; TE 


The conſequence could be 10 
no other, than repreſſing 
men's moſt furious paſſions, 
and obliging their vileſt in- 
dignation to do him homage: 
moreover, whatever remains 
there were, or relations of the 


ſame horrid family of mad- 


neſs and violence, may be 


certain to be bound up as 
with the ſtrongeſt. girdje; 


ſubdued to the will of provi- 


11. Vow, and pay 
unto the Load your 
Cod; let all that be 
wund about him 

bring 


| dence, and effectualiy fe- 


ſtrained from ever doing 


further miſchief. 


It is perfectly reaſonable, rt 
that you ſhould enter into 
yows of making grateful ac- 
knowledgments tor his fa- 


Ws 


Judgment, ſeems properly interpreted of riſing as G!- 
ler, Samſon or the Roman Dittators, to act with an un- 
imited power and reſtore a people to their ancient liberties. 


Vol. III. 


* vours 
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sxor. 56. vours, unto the ſovereign Lord 
/ your Gov' and ſupport; and 
that you ſhould moſt ſerupu- 
loaſly perform them: let all 
without exception, accom- 
ny with free will offerings 
to him,” their expreſſions of 
the utmoſt veneration and 
1 
As a flower or biiizeh of 
$i fli off from the 
grape ſo an” he gather to 
himſelf the ſpirit of princes : 
the (greateſt 'monarchs of this 
globe, when he pleaſes, reſign 
all their dignities and tremble 
under his mighty hand. 


PiA 
Ixxvii. 11. 


PSALM LXXVII. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


earth, 


SECT, LVII. 


bring preſents unte 
him that ought to be 
feared. | 


12. He ſhall eut 
off the ſpirit of prin- 
ces: he is terrible to 
the kings of the 


Tportienate petitions to the Almighty and thirlifſ 
anſtorr. The grievous nature of ſome particular i d 


diſtreſs and calamity. 


el $; 


ane e 
the greateft miſery, 
or dire adverſity I have done, 
and ever will direct my loudeſt 


SECT. oi 
— 


PsALMu 


Ixxvii. 1. 


repeated cries for help and 


Juccour to the moſt highC Go: 
from 


Former dealings recount- 
eld. Pathttick « n Ancient memorabl 


DRE” x 


Cried. unto Gc 
with my voice 
even unto God vi 
my. voice, and | 
| gave ear unto me. 
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from whence I reap exceed- Steer. 57. 
ing inexpreſſible benefit; he > 
hath regarded my ſupplica- 1 li. 1. 
tions, and relieved me. 

Under a particular late 2 


2. In the day of 


my trouble I ſought 
the Lox b; my F ſore 
nn in the night, and 
ceaſed not: u my 
ſoul refuſed to be 


aha comforted. 


prin 
le to 


the 


3. I remembered 
God, and was trou- 
led: I complained, 
ad my ſpirit was 


II. 


moſt grievous calamity; ap- 
plying to no other, my endea- 
vours were wholly bent to 
obtain the divine ſupport and 
conduct: my moſt afflictive 
tortured condition during the 
watches of the night, kept 
continually, without inter- 
miſſion exhauſting my ſpirits; 
neither did my troubles and 


ſorrows abate or ever totally 


ceaſe. ä 

I recollected my uſual at- 3 
tendance on the ſolemnities 
of divine worſhip, with the 


tber vembhelmed. Se- wonderful works of Gop 
ticular there commemorated, which 
count: now I was unavoidably abſenc 
moral. from; and which abſence 
fter of filled me with extreme uneaſi- 
an dl neſs: I indulged complaints 


y durm 


\ Some render, 


d not flop or reſt. 


or freely expatiated on the 
difference betwixt my paſt 
and preſent circumſtances, 
and J actually fainted of 
iwooned away. | 


r In 


my hand; Were ſpread in the night, and 


v Some interpret, to have the mind covered or muſſie up 
wth ſerredo of languiſsment. OS 


SECT. 57. 
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Ixxvii. 4. 


| ſtruck or ſmitten down with 
the reiterated ſtrokes of the 


5 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


In a kind of conſtant a- 
mazement and conſternation 
mine eyes are ever open and 
waking; and as thunder- 


heavieſt hammer, I am ſo 
deeply impreſſed and in ſuch 
perturbation and diſorder, 
that I am not able to ſpeak, 
my miſeries are too big for 
utterance. 

I revolved in my mind the 
events that had happened, 


and the wonderful ſcheme of 


rovidence that had appeared, 
ong before my own time and 
memory, even from the foun- 
dation of the world : and tra- 
verſed the ages and periods 
that. are now almoſt burie 
and forgotten. | 


6 In the night I remembered 


how to celebrate theſe I had 


formerly ſung and played 


upon ſtringed inſtruments : 
I reflected and moſt freely 
and fully expatiated with my 
own heart. and thoughts; 
withthe utmoſtexertion of my 
underſtanding I made inqui- 
ſition; whether any thing that 


Was 


4. Thou » holdef 
mine eyes waking: 
I am fo troubled that 
I cannot ſpeak, 


5. I have con- 
ſidered the days of 
old, the years of 
ancient times. 


6. 1 call to te- 
membrance my ſong 
in the night: I com- 
mune with mine own 
heart, and my ſpi- 
rit made diligent 
ſearch. tend 


* Mudge renders thou clappeſt thy hands over the 


watches of mine eyes, i e. 


od threw a miſt, obſcurity 


and confuſion over them which quite amazed and con- 
founded him. 5 1 


* 
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ing: 
that 


9, Will the Lon p 
caſt off for ever? and 
will he be favour- 
wle no more? 


con- 
ys of 
rs df 


d. Is his mercy 
dean gone for ever ? 
doch Yi promiſe fail 
lor ever more? 


to fe- 
ny ſong 
J com- 
ine own 
ny ſpi⸗ 


9. Hath God for- 
poiten to be gra- 
cous! hath he in 
aper ſhut up his 


= mercies? Se- 
ah, 


ver the 
zb(curity 
nd con- 


was of importance to be diſ Szer. 57. 


covered, lay hidden and con- 
cealed from me. 


that there have been miſtakes 
and tranſgreſſions, yet is there 
no hope of mercy? After fo 
many diſplays of his miracu- 
lous goodnels, as an huſband 
divorceth a wife that hath 
played the harlot, will the 
Lord eternally reject his 


people? Will he add nothing 


that is gracious, nor ever re- 
peat any of his uſual favours? 


HFath he entirely retracted 8 


every thing of this Kind? or 
are his benignity and good- 
nels deficient ſpent and quite 
exhauſted ? do his deſigns 
and expreſs declarations ceaſe 
and wholly fail never to be 
performed? | 


Are his kind and tender 9 


affections wholly ſet aſide, and 
no more exerciſed” than if 
they were forgotten or ex- 
tirpated? hath he through the 
violence of his ſettled reſent- 
ment and indignation, ſhut 
up to keep in, his bowels 
and moſt compaſſionate feel- 
ings, that they ſhall never 
more play or be moved for 
our benefit, 


: * No 


f ji. 6. 
And ſuppoſing the vort, 


—_— boo bd l 
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— ſelf, neither can theſe be other *Þi5 75 my infirmity: 


3 but Inuill x remember 
Ixxvit. 1 o, than the ſuggeſtions of an the years of the right 


irregular | gloomy imagina- hand of the mol 
tion, or the broken ſhattered High. 

thoughts of a diſtempered 

mind: owing to changed 
ſcenes, and a greatly different 

ſeaſon as to the diſpenſations 

of providence, and the exert- 

ed power of the moſt high 

T | 

11 As a contraſt to which, 11. I will remem- 
and in order to ſuppreſs my _ _— - * 
diſcontented murmurs about — = 
them, I will preſent to my ders of old, 
mind agreeable and encou- 
raging views, of the whole of 
the divine dealings whether 
for or againſt us: eſpecially 
J will determine all my atten- 
tion to proper reviews, of 
thoſe extraordinary and mira- 

cẽulous paſſages in our hiſtory, 
which fully demonſtrated hea- 
ven's peculiar regard for us. 

12 I will moreover ſtudy and 12. Tuil 1 
be contiuually muſing on the _ 2 — * 
deſigns thou haſt formed, doings. | 
and all that thou haſt done, 
which ſhew thee to be a 
moſt righteous Gop; and in 
| | the 


a a £A 8 DJc«- 


* Schmidius renders, yet 1 ſaid my duty is to pray, to chang! 
truly tbe right hand of the moft high, i. e. to alter his {@t 
ments, or rather the diſpenſations of his providence. 
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rh: the freeſt diſcourſe enlarge Sect. 57. 
—— 


| i 
— bs on thy wondrous works. * 1 
wr 13. Thy way, © Thy proceedings, Ever- vi. 12 
right God, 15 _ lane. laſting Gop, are conformable 8 85 U 
mot 19975 eg e to the laws of perfect holineſs 

great a God as r- ft A PELn : , | 
God? and righteouſneſs; and in the | 
ſanctuary it is to be, learned, 
that however unſearchable the 


grounds and reaſons of ſome 
of them may be at preſent, 
they ſhall at a proper period be 
clearly manifeſt. to have been 
moſt equal and juſt : who in 
the univerſe is poſſeſſed of 
excellence, or can. compare 
for dignity and authority with 
the Lok p our Goo ? 
14. Thou art the Thy works are truly aſto- 14 
Cog that doeſt won- niſhing, and impracticable 
ers: thou haſt de- b 3 8 
clared thy ſtrengtn Y ANY otner power gut e 1 
among the people. OWN Omnipatence 2 thou ha 
diſplayed thy fuperior match- 
leſs ſtrength, upon the collect- 
ed people, and moſt obſtinate 
| | rebellious nations, who have 
attempted to thwart thy de- 
ſigns, or have not ſubmitted 
| to thy regulations. 
15. Thou haſt Ihine aſſiſtance and opera- 15 
wich ezine arm re- tion, like the ſinewy arm of 


2 * Figs a moſt valiant chief recovered 


and Joſeph, Selah, thy people, even the deſcen- 
Big Ss Jacob and Joſeph 
from, and amply avenged 
them of, their Egyptian op- 
changt preſſors. 3 
n . As 


mem- 
ff the 
I will 
won- 


editate 
work, 
thy 
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SECT. 57. 


PSsALU 


Kxvii. 16. 


A PaRAPHRASE on the 


As if owing to thy ſupreme 
preſence the elements had 
deen inſtantly animated, the 
waters of the Red. ſea and 
erden, like a woman in the 
anguiſnof child: birth, appear- 


ed filled with trembling hor⸗ 


rors | everi'the ſea to its pro- 
foundeſt center to be in ſuch 
ni” ee nen 


murmur s. 


17 Clouds that dark ned the 


whole hemiſphere, ruſhed 
down in impetuous ſweeping 
torrents: the ſkies emitted as 
it were articulate ſounds: the 


hailſtones rebounded, walked, 


run along the ground. 


18 The vollied thunder re- 


bellowed amongſt the orbs 
of heaven: as entirely illu- 
minating it, the light'nings 
gave one general blaze to the 
whole habitable earth: the 
ſolid ground vibrated, pran- 
ced, or wheeled round, like 


an horſe trained for war or a 


chariot at full ſpeed. 


19 The courſe thou leddeſt 


thy people was in the ſea; thy 
path continued forward in 
the ſtrongeſt currents of over- 
flowing waters; and the ways 

| >" __ 


y Madge interprets, God walked before kis people thro' | 


pach in the 


16. The waters ſaw 
thee, O God, the 
waters ſaw thee: 
they were afraid; 
the depths alſo were 
troubled, - 


17. The clouds 
poured out water, 
the ſkies ſent out 2 
ſound: thine arrows 


alſo went abroad. 


18. The voice of 
thy thunder was in 
the heaven: the 
lightnings lightned 
the world, the earth 
trembled and ſhook, 


19. „ Thy way i 
in the ſea, and thy 
reat 
waters, and thy foot- 
ſteps are not known, 


the ſea, though he left no foot-ſteps of himſelf behind him. 
And thunder in the 18 ver. as the rumbling of the whcels 


of God's chariot, 


J. 
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thou wouldeſt proceed in Szer. 57. 
previous to the event, and 
that. they might entirely con- 
fide in thee for 1t, were ſecret 
unfathomable and incompre- 
henſible. 

20. Thou leddeſt As a moſt circumſpe@ 20 
thy people like 2 good ſhepherd goeth before. 
dock, by the” hand provideth for, and defendeth 


P3arm 
IxXxvii. 19. 


of Moſes and daten. ſiis flock ; ſo didſt thou afford 
| a ſafe conduct and conſtant 
5 ſupport to thy people rael, 
— by the inſtrumentality of 
* Moſes placed over civil af- 
fairs, and Aaron concerned in 
r 
4 PSALM LXXVINM. SECT, LVIII. 
jp WH iroduGicn, or addreſs for attention.” The ſub- 
of ject inſtructive and to be_ tranſmitted to poſte- 
rth rity. The law eftabliſhed by the Almighty to ve 
ok, inculcated by fathers upon their children. © The 


crimes of ſome of their anceſtors notwithſtanding 
a ſeries of miracles, in Egypt, the Red ſea and 
the wvilderneſs. Their provocations and their 
puniſhments. A ꝑſalm of A ſaph to be per- 
formed to the tune Maſchil or inſtruction. 
y 75 3 3221 ; | 

he Ver. 1— 34. 

reat F | 8 
oot- Ps ALM Ixxvili. 1. P S ALM Ixxviii. . 


wn. IV E ear, Omy DMIT me, O my sser. 57: 
people, to my aſſembled beloved peo 


law: incline your P 
; 5 . SALM 
ears to the words of ple, to ſolicit your ſtrict at- Ixxviii. I. 


hro' Iny mouth, tention to the inſtructions I 
nim. | m giving, that direct you 
\cels a Gs | * 


IN 


330 A PARATRRASE on the 
Secr. 58. in the plaineſt courſe of virtue 
by and true religion to perfec- 
bail. | tion and — (path do you 
give the moſt earneſt heed 


will endeayour moſt fami- 2. I uin oper my 
liarly.an F diſtinctly to com- mouth in a parable: 
„ N J will utter © dark 
municate ſententious IPECCNES ſayings of old. 


mitted to us from the earlieſt 
of our anceſtors. 5 N 
3 Which are not altogether . Which wehar 
unknown to the main body. — our fathers han 
of our nation; but are pub- told us. 
liſhed in our ſacred records, 
acknowledged for certainties, 
and confirmed by obſerva- 
tions and traditional accounts 
derived from our memorable 
forefathers. | 
5 Which 


2 Some interpret, Enigmas from the Eaſt, or oriental | 
proverbs. Some the antiquities of the Jewi/b nation which 
were by age covered with a kind of venerable obſcurity, 
eſpecially as they were preſerved among the people chief) 
by tradition; others, things ſo ſtrange and extraordinary, b 
that to people who had not heard them before, they ma) 
- ſeem incredible, l 
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4. We will rot Which we will be far from Szcr. 58. 
hide them from their ſuppreſſing, or concealing 


children, ſhew ing to ** Psalu : 
X from their deſcendants at the 1 xviii. * 


ny 
uk 


have 
wn, 


have 


riental 
which 
curity, 
chiefly 
linary, 
y may 


come the praiſes of 
the LorD; and his 
ſtrength, and his 
wonderful works 
that he hath done. 


5. Forheeſtabliſh- 
ed a b teſtimony in 
Jacob, and appoint- 
ed a law in Ifrael, 
which he command- 
ed our fathers that 
they ſhould make 
them known to their 
children, 


6. That the gene- 
ration to come might 
know them, even 
the children which 

ſhould 


greateſt diſtance: as an in- 
cumbent duty and actual 
branch of our religion, we will 
faithfully tranſmit ta the lateſt 
poſterity, authentick natra- 


tives. of the diving Goodneſs - 


and Mercy: of GoDp's match- 
lets power, his miraculous 
deliverances and the: various 
aſtoniſhing diſplays of his all- 
ruling providence. 


For in expreſs declarations 5 


attended with extraordinary 
evidences, he reſtored and 
confirmed to the ſeed of Jacob 
the irrevocable ſtanding laws 
of duty and virtue: and cons 
ſtituted or ſettled in proper 
order, the whole courſe of 
right behaviour for the chil- 
dren of Mrael: which he gave 
in pious charge to the heads 
and originals of our nation, 
to be inculcated by the fa- 
thers of that generation upon 
their children. '7 


That the ages to come in6 


a perpetual ſucceflion might 
be fully acquainted and deep- 


d Some underſtand this not of the whole law of Maſet, 
but that only whereby he enjoined them to deliver down 
the memory of God's miracles. to all generations, that they 
might truſt, &c. but the interpretation ſeems too confined. 


ſ 

' 

} 

i 
ny 
1 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sxcr. 58. ly impreſſed with their im- 


PSALM 


Ixxviii. 6. © 


portant meaning; in order 
ſupport the intereſt of 
truth and virtue, and convey 
the invaluable depoſitum pure 
and unmixt, to their reſpective 
off-ſpring throughout all ages 


and generations. 


7 | That tk whole Jewiſh na- 


tion in every future period 
might be influenced to deter- 
mine their hope and entire 


truſt in the divine protection: 


that with all time's other de- 
predations it might never be 
able to efface the grateful 
memory of their extraordi- 
nary deliverances: and to cul- 
tivate in them the genuine 
principles of virtue and true 
religion; of a rational ſincere 
homage to the Almighty, and 
a moral univerſal obedience. 
And might prudently be- 
ware of following the. exam- 
ples of their fore-fathers; nor 
be of the provoking and re- 
bellious, intractable and ob- 
ſtinate temper and carriage, 
which were notorious in that 
generation; and which were 
uite oppoſite to and ſubver- 
ive of all his deſigns of fa- 
vour to them: that moſt 
ſtupid and perverſe genera- 
tion who were deſtitute of all 


proper 


ſhould be born: 45 
ſhould ariſe and de- 


clare them to their 


children: 


7. That they might 
ſet their hope in 
God, and not forget 
the works of God; 
but keep his com- 
mandments. 


8. And might not 
be as their fathers, 
a ſtubborn and re- 
bellious generation; 
a generation that ſet 
not their heart a- 
right, and whoſe 
ſpirit was nat ſted- 
faſt with God. 


wo OY FF 7 
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9. The children 
of e Ephraim being 
armed, and carrying 
bows, turned back 
in the day of battle. 


10. They kept not 
the covenant of God 
and refuſed to walk 
in his law. 


proper affections and reſo- Sgr. 58. 
lations, all ſteadineſs and faith. kt.? 


SALM 


Ixxviii. 9. 


fulneſs as to the moſt impor- 
tant concerns of Gopy's fear 
and ſervice. 


With the neglect of reli-g 


gious virtue its only ſolid 
baſis, their courage failed 
when any extraordinary diffi- 
culty or danger appeared : 
after the manner ot the E- 
pbraimites, who notwithſtand- 
ing that they were trained for 
war, and completely armed, 
yet gave way in the field of 
battle; and moſt ſhamefully 
retreated where they ſhould 
have ſhewed their bravery. 


Their great error was, that 10 


however ready they were to 
plead Gop's covenant for 
tavour, they kept not invio- 
late their part of that ſolemn 
agreement; nor were careful 


to perform the conditions of 


his promiſes: no meaſures 
could influence their wretched 
inflexible tempers, to conſti- 
tute the divine laws the rules 
of their habitual practice or 


converſation, 


In 


© Kimchi ſuppoſes the pſalmiſt here referring to what is 


8 


recorded of the ions of Ephraim, 1 Chron. vi. 21. and fo 
interpret it as a proverbial expreſſion deſigned to ridic 


thoſe who made large profeſuons but performed nothing. 
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Secr. 68. 


— 
Ps alM 


Uuxviii. 11. 


12 


13 


4 PARAPHRASE on the 


In all future occurences 11. And ſorgat 


they ſeemed as diffident and bis works, and bis 
uncertain of any relief, they 2 _ he had 
were to expect from the di: 
vine power and goodneſs, as 

if they had never had expe- 

rience of his former works; 

or retained no memory of his 

extraordinary interpoſitions, 

deſigned to make laſting im- 

preſſions, and abundantly ſuf- 

ficient to eſtabliſh their hope 


And vet it muſt be COn- 12. Matvellous 
feſſed, that a ſeries of the things did he in the 


cif ik . ſight of their fathers, 
moſt aſtoniſhing tranſactions, ton of — 


the undeniable effects of a ixthe field of Zoan. 

prevailing Omnipotence, had 

been performed before the 

eyes of their fathers in the 

land of Egypt, upon that whole 

country and particularly the 

corn- land which ſurrounded 

the city Zoan. . 3 
When their unrelenting de fr. Fennel 

oppreſior Phar gob, and his them to paſs thro'; 

| formi- and 


d Zoan or Tani: was the metropolis of Egypt and ſituated 
at the mouth of the Nile. 

e Shaw in his travels to the holy land, obſerves, that the 
Tfraelites when they ſet oat to take poſſeſſion of Canaan— 
being advanced about fifry miles from Cairo— entered the 
breach of the northern mountains, which. continue without 
interruption to the Red ſea. While they were in this ſitua- 
tion, Pharaob might well cry, they are entangled in the land, 


' the ewilderneſs [between Mec-cate and Suez] hath ſput them 


by Exod. xiv, 3. And he having ſent an army in purſuit 
them, the Fgyptions might juitly imagine they had no 
« ” * 1 ** | . 1 8 way 


an A © fS©@ 


PEN = %= 
-— - 
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and he made the formidable hoſt purſued them, Szer. 48. 


waters to ſtand as vith a clap like that of thun- 


an heap. Ps aL 


der, he inſtantly clove aſundet jxyyii.1g, 
the united waters of the Red- 

fea, for their ſpeedy and un- 
obſtructed paſſage : and he 

gave a coheſion and fixedneſs 

to the fluid element, like the 

ſtability of a collection of com- 

pact ſolid ſubſtances, or an 

heap of corn in time of harveſt. 

14. In the day- Afterward 'he' conducted 14 


time alſo he led them all their marches, in the day 
$ with a cloud, and 


LS 3, —_— 2 mz — — a — — 
=> eo * * 


— 
— — 


— 
* - 
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- —— — — — 
* 
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| 
1 
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un time under the canopy of a 
. allt — _ ſheltering cloud; and through 
, the watches of the night, en- 
k ' Hyghtened their encampments 

with a blazing - meteor or 
Pillar of fire. 4 


15. He clave the When they. ſhewed ſecret '5 
rocks in the wilder- diſeontent and uneaſineſs for 


neſs, and gave them © . 1 rs 
drink as — of the ſupplies of water, he rent the 


great depths. flinty rock aſunder in the 
d wilds of Horeb and Kageſ 
1 way to eſcape: for the mountains of Moc- cate would deny 

them a paſſage to the ſouthward, as thoſe in the neigh- 

bourhood of Suez would be a barrier to the northward, 
ed toward the land of the Phitiflixes ; and the Rea. ſea was bes 

fore them to the eaſt, While Pharaoh eloſed up the valley 
the behind them with his chariots: and horſemen. This valley 
— ends at the ſea, in a ſmall bay formed by the eaſtern ex- 
the tremities of theſe mountains, and is ſtill called Beni Efruel, 
out i. e. the road of the //rae/ites, from a tradition Kept up by 
na- the Arabs and alſo Baideab, perhaps from the miracle Was 
md, wrought near it; to this day of their having paſſed thro' 
hem it; — the mountain till called Je At-tactab or the 
ſuit mountain of deliverance. The ſituation of the gulph is 
| NO nearly north and ſouth in à poſition very proper to be tra- 


Way verſed by that ſtrong ealt-wind, which was ſent to divide it. 
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SzcrT. 48. and out of that dry and hard 


w—— ſubſtance gave them refreſh- 
1 element, in ſuch exuber- 
Ixxviit.15. 
ance as if it had proceeded 
from a latent refervoir or the 
deepelt ſea. - 

16. It was not only with a ſud- 
den violence that the waters 
ſprung forth at firſt from the 
rock, but with a conſtant 
ftrong current that they pro- 
ceeded: they even kept con- 
tinually flowing like the per- 
petual ſtreams of large full 
river s. 

x7 Theſe miraculous benefits 
were not effectual to retain 
them in a courſe of ſubjection 
and obedience ;, but they en- 
hanced their paſt errors and 
follies, by adding to them the 
moſt criminal diſtruſts, and 
heightened provocations of 
2 moſt high Gop in the 
wilderneſs. 


18 And profeſſed to want fur- 


ther evidences of his power 
and goodneſs, to be doubt- 
ful of his providence, or-pre- 
ſcribe to it; and in their de- 
ſires and requeſts put his pa- 
tience to the ſtrongeſt proof, 
by determining their object 
not of neceſſary food for their 
ſober appetites, but real fuel 
for their enormous luſts 

| Yea, 


on the 


16, He brought 
ſtream s alſo. out of 
the rock, and cauſed 
waters to run down 
like rivers. 


17. And they ſin- 
ned yet more againſt 
him, by provoking 
the moſt high in the 
wilderneſs, 


13 And they tempt- 
ed God in their 
heart,by aſking meat 
for their luſt. 


hre 
be 
for | 
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15. Yea, they ſpake Tea, their expreſſions were Ser. 58. 


d, can God fur- : * PSALM 
nin a table in the ſhockingly diminiſhing of wü. 10. 


wilderneſs ? 


oo wan rOOEWSV 


20. Behold, he 
note the rock, that 
he waters guſhed 
tut, and the ſtreams 
wer-Howed : can he 
e bread alſo ? can 


Gop's Infinite perfection: in 
ſo many words they ſaid — 
can Gop or will he provide 


What is requiſite, to furniſh 
out a table in a deſolate wil-- 


derneſs? 


It is obſervable, that when 20 
by the rod 


they were athirſt, 
in Moſes's hand he had ſtruck 
the flinty rock, ſo that water 
immediately ruſhed forth 


A 
t = 
1 
. 

6 
f 
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1 
4 

wy 

08 
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te provide f fleſh with the greateſt violence, 
kr his people? and ſtreamed in the largeſt 
plenty: and that they Fad 
murmuring enquired, if ele- 
ment in a drought, yet can 
he further give bread in an 
uncultivated barren deſart? 
Has he any expedients to ac- 
commodate his people with 
more nouriſhing victuals, or 
provide them fleſh- meat. 
21. Therefore the For its peculiar indecency 21 
ad heard 75, and horrid impiety the Omni- 
, was wroth, ſo potent Gop noticed and high- 
re was kindled | ' 
gun Jacob, and Iy Tefented this provoking | 
anger language: ſo a fire to ſacrifice 


8 
ne 


pt- 


er 
cat 


The original tranſlated e ſametimes Gignifies /rawen- 
lu, or kneading-rroughs: in which a piece of fermented 
wh was left, and the whole thereby contracted a proper 
Kity or ſowrneſs. It is remarked, that the pfalmiſt does 
it always preciſely obſerve the order of time: the raining 
manna being rehearſed after the ſmiting of the rock, 
lich yet in exact ordet of time was before it. 


Vor. III. 2 them 
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Ster. . them was itorediately kind- anger alſo came up 
led againſt, the off-ſpring of; 8inſt Ifrael. 
alt ha Jacob; and judgments ex- 

preſſive of a violent indigna- 

tion fell upon and deſtroyed 

* children of Hruel. 

EFor it was exceeding plain, 22. Becauſe they 
on after all the miraculous. ue ne 
evidence he had given, how hi, farts 
he would certainly iſſue all 

matters for their — they 

were not convinced: they 

did not depend upon him; 

nor coul by any means _ 

perſuaded, - that they w 

ſecure, and their wants mould 

he ſupphed by means of his 
protection and favour. | 
25:24, Thei minds were aoreiw. . eb 
what was in his pow- way 6 
er, though they had. beheld. — — the 
him command and the clouds: doors of heaven, 
inſtantly obey:: though be- And had rained 


fore their eyes he had opened down manna upon 


them to eat, and had 
| heaven's everlaſting portals:;; given them of ih 


aud 


like | 


ed down manna core of heaven, 
ers; of rain uh 
them for 'ahmevr;. and; in- 
ſtead of theiruſnal grain, the 
produce ot: the: carth. for 
bread, given them the —_ 
corn of heaven. 7e Yn 
25 What may hve 25 þ 25. Man OE 
fut ' almoſt Incredible, the 1 I 
men of that generation did - full, 
for ſame: i tiene lire 2 


2801 8 52 


2 
eat 
fille 
ther 
bre, 


„ 
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they 
Jod. 
t in 


26. He cauſed an 
eaſt· wind to blow in 
the heaven: and by 
bis power he brought 
in the fouth-wind. 


27. He rained 
fleſh alſo upon them 
as duſt, and feathered 
tow! like as the ſand 
of the ſea. _ 


28. And he let ze 
fall in the midft of 
tieir camp, round 
about their habita- 
tons, 


M 29. So they did 
et and were well 
ted: for he gave 


re. 


8 their own de- 


| __ 339 
kind of diet, that was excel- Secr. 58. 
lent like chat efteenied to be 
peculiar to a more refined 3 
ſpecies, even that of the ble. 
led angels: he 'furnifhed out 
for them a table, with the 
choiceſt provifions, and as to 
plenty with à profufion to 
air,, .. 
From his treafures in the 26 
upper regions, he diſpatched 
an eaſt-wind to move im- 
petuouſly through the ſky, of 
drive forward with the utmoſt 
rapidiry and fury: and by 
his prevailing ſtrength he led 
on the fouth-· winds turbulent 
blaſts in a particular direction 
for this end of his providence. 
Thus he found means to 27 
rain down animal food upon 
them, in ſuch abundance as if 
it had been common duſt; 
and feathered fowl hke as 
the ſand of the fea. for num- 
bers. 11 | 
He cauſed them in the 28 
greateſt plenty to fall in the 
midſt of that ſpot af ground 
whete they lay encamped; 
and all around their tents that 
they might every where be 
found and eafily taken. 
Whereupon they ſcrupled'29 
not in common meals to fare 
on theſe delicious morſels ; 
2 2 to 
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Ster. 59. to feed eagerly and indulge 
* T toa degree of Juxury : for the 
beni. 29. 2 he ſent were abun- 


30, 31 


antly ſufficient to ſatisfy and 
pall the molt gormandizing 
appetites. _ . .. 


were not ſubdued nor had 
they by a true repentance 
obtained the government of 
their irregular deſires and 
moſt peryerſclongings: but in 
the inſtant of their inordinate 


Nevertheleſs, their luſts 


30 and 31. They 


were not eſtranged 
from their luſt: but 
while their meat 
Was yet in their 
mouths, The wrath 
of God came upon 
them, and ſlew the 
fatteſt of them, and 


ſmote down the 


gratification, the divine diſ- 
choſen en of Iſrael, 


leaſure, by the natural effect 
r ſome poſitive puniſhment, 
fell upon them and ſlew the 
moſt corpulent among them: 
and dropt as mortally wounded 
the flow-er of their youth, and 
picked men out of the tribes 
of the children of Iſrael. 
32 All this did not hinder but 
they ſtill perſiſted to deviate 
from the right way of virtue 
and happineſs: they neither 
- relied, on nor were willing to 
acquieſce in the divine pro- 
vidence, notwithſtanding the 
greateſt diverſity of amazing 
evidences, produced before 
their eyes in order to ſtrength- 
en their faith and ſettle their 
g-entire affian eee. 
33 The conſequence was, that 
che promiſe given them upon 
90 their 


32. For all this 
they ſinneck ſtill: and 
believed not for his 
wondrous works. 


33. Therefore theit 

days did he conſume 

in vanity, and then 
years in trouble. 
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their obedience and fidelity, Ster. 58. 
of a' happy ſettlement in tbe 
land of Canaan, through their | 
own defects and offences was 
never fulfilled to them: but 


Ps ALI 
—T \ 4 
xxviii. 33 


— that generation ſpent all the 
dur days of their lives in tedious 
eat travels and fruitleſs labours; 
der and their years under frequent 
= ſudden alarms, in perpetual 
= conſternation, hurry and con- 
and fuſion, 


S'E C T. LUX. 


Their behaviour under adverſity. Their infincerity. 7 
The Divine mercy. Their impiety and ingratitude ; 
in not preſerving due memorials of his fi us in 
Egyptz and their redemption from that houſe 
of bondage. Their ſettlement in the land of 
Canaan. Hfidelity, | idolatry, wars, captivity, 


bo Reſtoration, and flouriſhing condition under the 
or his reign of king David, Ver. 34. ro the end, 
ks. C 3 


PSALM Ixxviii. 34. 3 Pa. LM bexviii. 34. 


4 


* 8 _ HEN numbers of Szcr. 59. 
they ſought him: :and them fell by any re 


vey revamed and markablecalamity,the alarm: Prone 
*nquired early after ed ſurvivors put on a maſt 345 
* devout and ſolemn appear- 

ance: they profeſſed repent- 

ance, and early crouded the 


re their ſanctuary tO acknowledge 
* their errors, and by the ut- 
1% moſt ardour of ſupplication 


avert divine judgments. _ 
4 3 On 


342 


* 
Ster. 49. On thol | 
FRA fions, their memories were 


36 


37 
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On: thoſe... dreadful occa- 


not ſo treacherous, but they 
readily. and freely owned that 
their ſtability, ſtrength. and 
ſaſety depended on the eter- 
nal Being: and that they had 
no other but the high Gop, 
whom they could confide in 
as their deliverer and avenger. 

But in truth it was only 
for the time that they gave 
good words; and entreated 
mercy with nothing but graſs 


deceit and the vileſt flattery: 


in all their profeſſions. and 
moſt ſolemn 
never intende 
any thing. 


2 


* 
. 


For they were no more 
than the effect of their pre- 


ſent awakened fears, and al- 
ways ſubſided when the dan- 


ger was removed; their un- 
derſtandings were not ratio- 
nally convinced, their minds 


deeply impreſſed, nor their 


reſolutions fully determined 
to act ſincerely with him: 


nor had ehey any ſteadineſs 
and faitkfulneſs in them to 


keep inviolate their moſt fa- 


ered compact, and act up to 
the terms in leading ſober 
and virtnous lives, where- 
upon the Almighty engaged 
co be their God. WET IRE URS 


This 


35. And they re. 
membered that God 
Was their rock; and 
the high God their 
redeemer. 


36. Nevertheleſs 
they did flatter him 
with their mouth, 
and they lied unto 
him with their 
tongues. 


romiſes they 
to perform 


8 7. For their heart 


Was not right with 


bim, neither were 
they ſtedſaſt in his 
covenant. 


w 


% 
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38. But he being This was their real ſhock» Sect. 59. 


lorgave their iniqui- Ps alu 


x neither could the great heart- B 
; ty, and deftroyed ; ae" viii. 38. 
* . v rotz yea, many Jearcher be unacquainted 
2 time s turned he therewith; yet owing to 
his anger away, and his inconceivable everlaſting 
bh —_— compaſſion, by gentler cor. 
£6: rections he atuned for, and 
prevented their evil courſes |» 
and habits from growing up- 
lef on them and incurring grea- 
him ter guilt and puniſhment; ſo 
= — = 1 to - 
| £Ota eneracy that mul 
32 have ended in their entire de- 
ſtruction: yea in a multi- 
plicity of inſtantes did he put 
a ſtop to executions, as it 
were appeaſe: and reſtrain his 
heart anger, and did not ſuffer his 
with molt dreadful vengeance to 
"Yi be arouſed to ſtiae or ſtrike 


39. For he re 
membered, that they 
were but fleſh; a 
wind that paſſeth a, 
way and cameth not 
again, 


them. 58 5 
Por it was always obvious 39 
to his certain and unerri 
view of what weak and feeble 
mortal and corruptible ma- 
terials they were formed as 
to their badily : conſtitutions 
which he could cafily any 
6.4 ane ͤ u 


5 Literally, he multiplied to turn m e, the road bf br 
anger, &c.— as an Hebrai/m it is rendered, magropere 710% 
ſaam ſedavit, vel ſirenue curavit ul cavibet. eau. | He 
greatly calmed his anger, he took the utmoſt care to refrain 


it: or when it was u 


u another way. 


pan the road to deſtroy tirem he turticd 


344 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sect. 59. time demoliſn, and which in 
> courſe of itſelf would ſhortly 
Izzviii.zg. be diſſolved: the inviſible | 
ſpiritual ſubſtance likewiſe, 
which may readily be dif- 
lodged, but is never to re- 
turn for a ſecond probation: 
the ſeparate ſtate immediate- 
ly ſucceeding with its rewards 
and puniſhments. 
40 Had they not been reſery- 40. How oft did 
ed for proportional penalties oy Nene 
in a future retribution, how andgrieve him ch 
immenſe muſt have been their deſert? 
ſufferings? for with what re- 
Petitions and aggravations 
did they diſobey his com- 
mands during their forty 
years ſojourning in the wil- 
derneſs: as it were, bind up- 
on him the heavieſt burdens; 
or load and. gird him with 
pain and grief in that vaſt 
ſolitude, where they were 
maintained by miracle. 4 
4r Whatever happy and pro- . 768; ny 
miſing — 9 n wei 


> tempted God, and de 
appeared in their tempers limited the holy one 2 


and behaviour, it proceeded of Iſrael. 
only from a ſudden. impulſe 

or tranſport of unlaſting ſhort- 

lived paſſion, and they ſpee- 

dily relapſed into their for- 

mer diſſatisfactions abſurdi- 

ties or abominations: they 

ſtill intimated their ſurmiſes 

and 


N 
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and required further evi den- Sor. 592 
ces, that they were ünder a 
= — protection: arid not 
| ' preſcribed to an Infal- 
lible and All- ſufficient Gov, 
but circumſcribed thè Bound- . 
leſs Omnipotence of the holy 1 
dne of 7/rael, by the narrow o 
limits of their o.] n feanty 
abilities or contracted weak = 
lid | ® | fande. | '_ 
ty 42. Thsy remem; « They did not recolledt, at 42 0h 
HS hank leaſt not duly attend to and 
delivered — from ſer iouſly conſider, the paſt a- "ny 
the enemy. mazing inſtances of divine | 
; power; nor the ever memo- | 
rable æra or truly important 
period, when his extraordi- 
nary interpoſition effected for 
them a moſt wonderful de- 
liverance from their Egyptian 
enemy, even from Pharaoh 
their hardened and grievous 
reſſor. 
43. How he had How he had determined 43 
ey ie gory rs ponkughy the matter of ſigns, in whoſe 
; influence it was to exhibit a 
= dr © REPS ſeries of the moſt aſtoniſhing 
1081} $2.22 © works, by what he perform- 
edin Egypt; and the full con- 
viction he gave of à prevail- 
ing fttehgth, by the extraor- 
dinary tokens and unparalelled 
prodigies in the fertile lands 
which ſurround Zan. 


OM 


Ke And 


Psa tu 5 
xxviũ. 41. 


40 - 


* 
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And how he had changed 
> the. ſorm and qualities of 
water — thoſe of blood in 
the different branches of ahe 
river Nile; and all 
ſprings wells or nf ci des, ing 
the ſame, ſo that there re- 
mained not any that was pure 
= fitting for ordinary uſes. 


$4 ab i bw 


He bers forth his hand, 
we let looſe upon them 


ſwarms of . noxious inſects, 


which infeſted and. almoſtges 
voured them; and frogs in 
the + ty croaking, num- 


bers, which corrupted and 
entire] marred every thing 


pe their. : WIN! that could by 
How — bel dente 


pr oduRtions, with, the 
terent kinds of nat i 


the 
44. And had 


turned their rivers 
into blood; and their 
floods that the 
could not drink, 


45. He ſent h 
divers ſoits of flies 
among them, which 
devoured 3 and 
frogs wich Never 


A.. 


46. He gave alſo 
their increaſe unto 
the caterpillar, and 
their labour unto 
the i locuſt. 


* Bochart interprets to. 8 here the ee or 


dog - Ay, a ome inſeQ w 
penetrat tes 12 0 Ein and ſucks the 


creates extreme pain, 
ood: which has not a 


ſcis;--bur 1 in the room of ittwo teeth that it fixes deep 


in the 


He further obſerves'that 206 does not ſignify 


a mixture or divers ſorts, = this, individual fly, Herz. 
L. IV. c. xv. xvi, p. 551, 

j There are ſaid to be — 2 s of Locuſts, and 

in diferent de degrees prejudicial to the fruits of the earth: 
bur here younger and older ones ſeem to be intended. Sec 
a ſublime defeription of an invading army of them, Joel 2. 
1—12. And of thoſe; ſeen in Barbary, Shaw's Travels, 
7 256. 257. 258. Concerning ſycomore trees, their courſe 
toy ngy texture, = the infipid taſte of their fruit. See his 

upp 


ment, p. 96. 


ky TY OO INS 


geen. 
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47. le deſtroyed 
their vines with hail, 
and their ſycomore- 
trees with froſt. 


48. He gave up 
tr cattle alſo to 
the hail, and their 
flocks to hot thang 
r pos. 


49. He caſt upon 
them the fierceneſa 
of —_ anger, wrath 

and indignation and 
trouble, by ſending 


evil angels among 
them. 


conſumed by locuſts in _ Ster. 39. 

—_— wk — — —— 
y taker the lon 

conſtant and unwearied paing 

to bring to maturity and per- 

tection, at once ta fall a ſacri - 

hice to multiplying armies of 

the ſtrongeſt maſt-yoracious: 

pol pernicious docuſts. a 
With heavy :; ſhowers of 47 
rattling grilled bail, be ſmote 

the vinc's —— pro- 

duce, and fatally wounded its 

ſpreading — and the 

early buds of ſy comore· trees 

blaſted and witheted by a 


nipping hoar - froſt. 


He morcoveretpoſed their 48 
herds of cattle, after a man- 
ver that there was no avoid- - 
ing it, to the dreadful cala- 
mity of hail: ſtorms inter- 
mixed with fire: and their 

ſſions of flocks, to the 
violent flaſnes or deadly 
penetrating ſtrokes, of the 
bolted thunder or forked 
lightning. 

The moſt terrible inſtance 49 
of an extreme: diſpleaſure, 
utter abomination and ex+ 


| terminating deſtruction, ap- 


peared in ny fad — 
vindictive angels 1 were : charg- 


cd with. 


— 
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A PXARAPHRASE 
Every ſtep of the way for 
this peculiar judgment, was 
prepared and: moſt exactly 
levelled; that it might not 
hit where it was not intended, 
nor miſs an individual at 
whom it was directed: he 
abated nothing as to the 
human ſpecies?in this ſtroke 
of mortality; but fully con- 
ſigned over both man and 
beaſt to fall, by an unſparing 
moſt dreadful peſtilence. 
In one night were ſlain the 
firſt· born of every family in 
Egypt; the glory of their 
youthful vigour throughout 


all the dwelſings of Ham their 


52 


common founder's race. 

But removed his people 
with the particular care that 
a good ſhepherd does his 


flock: and: as. an herdſman 


$3 


his drove of. cattle, guided 
and preſerved them in the 
moſt regular order during 
their journey ings in the wil- 
derneſs. Rite 

And in perfect ſafety con- 
ducted them, ſo that they 
never had any reaſon to be 
apprehenſivejof the leaſt evil 


Or 


"þ! 6. 1 


on the 


go. K He made a 
way to his anger, 
he ſpared not thei; 
ſoul from death, but 
gave their life over 
to the peſtilence. 


gr. And ſmote al! 
the firſt- born in E- 
gypt: the chief of 
their ſtrength in the 
tabernacles of Ham. 


52. But made his 
own people to go 
forth like ſheep: and 
guided them in the 
wilderneſs like 2 
flock. 


53. And he led 
them on fafely, ſo 
that they feared not: 
but the ſea over- 
whelmed their ene - 
mies. 


7 Big elena. As, . 
* He made a way, literally he weighed out, exactly directed 


Bis way, in thoſe plagues Where 


e Egyptians only were 


ſlaughtered, the Maelites ſpared. Some render he proceeded 
againſt them in his anger, yet in a wiſe manner, in 2 
method which his infinite wiſdom directed. 
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or danger: but their Egyp- Szcr, 59. 
1 tian enemies purſuing them F | 
27. in the ſame courſe, and pro- ni; . 
1 miſing, themſelves the like 
ver ſecurity, were fatally diſap- 
pointed and overwhelmed in 
the ſea returning upon them. 
54. Nile bronghe And he accompanied their 54 
ns * aa marches with peculiar dif- 
aft L his ment Plays of his providence, to 
rin, eobich his right the confines of the land of 
| hand had purchaſed, Canaan; where he had pur- 
poſed to ſettle them, and 
place his ſanctuary: even to 
1 this mount Zion and city of 
of Jeruſalem, which by his mighty 
the power he diſpoſſeſſed the Zebu- 
am, ſites of, to give for an inhe- 
ritance to his people. 
| 55. He caſt out He cauſed them to van- 55 
* "a heathen alſo be- quiſn and expel the ſeven 
K Ny gr - heathen nations; and to lay 
the heritance by line : out their country by mea- 
1 4 and made the tribes ſuring lines for their own re- 
of Iſrael to dwell in ſpective ſhares; and gave the 
wy yas. tribes of Iyael their tents or 
dwellings to reſide in. 
56. Yetthey tempt- Nevertheleſs, as their ca- 56 
_ neg — pricious humours and paſſions 
led lept not Fra eg. dictated, they ſtill preſcribed 
„ fo pt not his teſti - 
* monies. to the Infinite Being, what 
— proofs they would have ex- 
ene · hibited of his power and pro- 
| vidence; and egregiouſly 
* trifled with, moſt highly pro- 


were 


:eded 


voked bim; neither did they 


retain 


A Pararprnast oy the 


r. 39. retain impreſſions of the moſt 


ſolemn ſtanding confirma- 
tions, ſufficient to keep them 
ſteady to the obſervance of 
his inſtructions and com- 
mandktents ??? 278104 
57 But departed from their 

proper province and duty of 

ſuhmiſſion reliance and obe- 
dience; and after the ex · 
ample of their faithleſs in- 
conftant fathers, moſt wretch- 
edly prevaricated with their 
engagements: there was ſome- 
ching pecuharly diftorted and 
perverſe in their deviations 
from the plainneſt paths; like 


a writhen or a broken bow, 


which either lets the arrow 
drop, or throweth it aſlant, 
ſo as to deceive the aim of 
the archer, : and never reach 
or nor hit the max. 
cs For, contradiftory to his 
expteſs command, and in 
avowed infult to his autho- 
rity, they erected chapels and 
altars upon high places for 
the worſhip of idols; and as 
the vileſt adultereſs tortures 

with rivals her injured huſ- 
band, they not only to the 
utmoſt provoked his anger, 
2 ö en dut 


57. But turned 
back and dealt un- 
faithfblly like their 
fathers; they were 
turned aſide like a 
deceitſul I bow. 


58. For they pro. 
voked him to anger 
with their high pla- 
ces, and moved him 
to jealouſy with their 
graven images. 


4 Either a warping bow may de meant, which throweth 
the arrows awry and ſo deceiveth: or one which of 2 
ſudden breaks and ſo diſappoints the aim of the archer. 


9 — — —— mus : — 
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but moved his jealouſy, emu- Secr. 59. 
lated; his ſupreme | divinity TTY» 
with ſculprures, and trant- 1,17; co 
terred his homage to images | 
formed out of wood or ſtone. 

59. When God When this became publick, ;9 


0 
2 —— 
—— T . W.. — 
— “ —«—— ot — 


IS 


_ — ELL LYLE Ez AE = 
_— — ——ůꝛůů — bel 


* TY —— T — ——— — 
- . — = = 1 


ed heard this, he was | 
KY ma ad dy {o infamoufly notorious 
cr abhorred Iſrael, © that the cry thereof reached 
re heaven; as men uſually act 
4 under the ſtrongeſt impulſes 


of uneaſineſs and anger, in 

the diſpenſations of provi- 

dence it appeared, that the 

Almighty had rejected the 

children of Mrael, as unworthy 

his regard, with marks of 
the utmoſt deteſtation. 

60. So that he To that degree, that like 60 
toe; & veſe] at ſea wholly aban- 
—— abhich he piaced doned to be driven by the 
among men. winds, he deſerted and ex- 
poſed the ſacred dwelling of 
Shilob, to all manner ot in- 
juries and violences: that 
fame dwelling- place which 
he had ſettled among men, to 
contain the ſymbols of his 
preſence and de bis peculiar 
relidence. 

61. And delirered And by bang the ark toi 
his firength into cap · fall into the hands of the Pbi- 
wy : _ _ glory liſtines, in effect ſurrendered 
hand, all their ſtrength. and confi- 

[1 dence; their enemies now 

poſſeſſed his beauty excellence 

oo „ and glory, n to his 
1 01 2 8 

her. | * 1 


— —ͤ—ͤ—ñM — P —ↄ——— —m 
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laxvin.62. 


63 


A PARAPHR ASE 0 the 


Ster. 59. As a. perſon quite defence- 
was eſs, or an handful of men ſur- 


rounded;:he expoſed his once 
beloved people in unſucceſs- 
ful wars to inevitable deſtruc- 
tion: and his providential 


diſpenſations in all reſpects 


ſeemed marked with difplea- 
ſure, againſt: thoſe whom he 
had ſeparated from the human 
race, to become his own eſpe- 
cial nation and perpetual poſ- 
ſeſſian; f EE 

As if he was peremptorily 
reſolved upon a compleat rid- 
dance, like a devouring fire, 
the enemy's ſword deſtroyed 


the flower of their youth, and 


hopes as to another genera- 
tion: neither could their mar- 
riagable virgins any more re- 
ceive juvenile careſſes, or ce- 
lebrate nuptial ſolemanities. 


64 Miniſters of God, religion 


and peace, not only bore 
arms but were {lain in battle: 


and their diſtreſſed widows 


did not long ſurvive them; 
mourned not their remains, 


or performed not for them 


the uſual rites of ſepulture. 
65 


As out of the profoundeſt 
ſleep, at length the LORD 
Vor in! truly 


"a> 


62. He gave his 
people over alſo unto 
the ſword: and was 
wroth with his inhe- 
ritance. 


63. The fire con- 


ſumed their young 
men: and their mai- 
dens were not given 
to marriage. 


64. Their prieſts 
fell by the ſword: 
and their widows 
made no lamenta- 
tion. a 


65. Then the 


Lo xp m awaked as 
one out of ſleep, und 


like 


„ Some interpret this of God's ariſing to deſtroy the 
Pbiliſtines and their idol Dagon® and the next ver. of the 


hamor- 


lik 
tha 
ſon 


6f 
lis « 
hind, 
them 
repre 


3 


ke a mighty man 
that ſnouteth by rea- 
ſon of wine. 


66. And he ſmote 


his enemies in the 


linder parts: he put 
them to a * 
reproach. 


67. Moreover he 
fuſed the taber- 
ucle of Joſeph ;; 
ind choſe not the 
nbe of Ephraim. 


68. But choſe the 


nount Zion which 
e loved. 


in upon them: 


lichael. in loc. 


Vo. III. 


Book f PS ALMS. 


be of Judah, the 


353 
truly appeared mand to the Szer. 59. 
molt vigorous dreadful action; 2 | 
like a military chief exhile- e- Lexvili.6s, 
rated with plentiful potations — © 
of generous wine, who thun 


ders out, to arms, demands 


a competitor, and exults as if 


victory had already declared 
for him; ſo manifeſt was the 
divine Omnipotence, to vin- 
dicate his name and humble 
this prevaricating people. 

As feeble antagoniſts they 56 
made precipitate retreats; 
and in them received the dee- 
peſt and moſt diſhonourable 
wounds: by ſeveral ſcanda- 
lous defeats, their daſtardly 
cowardice was branded with 
the ſtrongeſt marks of laſting 
infamy. 11 

Again as contemptible and 67 
hateful he rejected the * 
and family of Joſepb; an 


never more gave — 


to the tribe of Epbraim, ſo as 

to place his ark among them. 
But made choice of the 68 

tribe of Judab as moſt proper 

to firuate it with; 5 the pea 


zmorrhoides with which he ſmote; * 8 an indelible 
1 Sam. v. 6. vi. 1. 


It ſeems. beſt to eon · 


&, to underſtand it as a continuation of the calamities 
fleet; otherwiſe the author would ſuddenly break of 
om, and as ſuddenly return to the ſad detail. Vid. 
Imit. ex Hebregr. Comment, DR Oy P 367. et 


Aa 


ſant 


354 


A PARAPHBRASE ON the 


Ser. 59. ſant hill Zian, which he had 


— 
Pear + 


Ixxviii.68. 


_ 


from the ſhepherd's humble 


a much higher. regard for 


than $h:lob. 


And Gelbaien, bo is bien 


nat a moveable tabernacle 
but a ſettled temple, for 


ſtrength, ſtatelinefs and mag- 


nificence refembling a caſtle 
or palace: reſembling the 


ſolid earth's moſt ſtable foun- 


dation, which ſhall} endure 
till the hand which firſt laid 
finally deſtroy it. | 
Previous to that, from the 
7 fone h e he ſelected De- 
vid to be his inſtrunient and 
minder i w many intereſting 
and important ſervices: and 
what is rematckabie took him 
to wvelt him with roya 


ſtation and rural buſineſs. . 
From an afficuous cate bs 
feed his flock, and more 
tieularly inſpect the dich 
—_ or the dans that had 
ung, he promoted him to 


5 the the eight of civil authority; 


ruler and guardian 
of his = people deſcmnded. from 
acob, iS uhar ſſeſſion 
2 fm 1 ael. 22 
Neither did he in the main 
"x his character appear un- 
worthy of — — ſtation: 
for his adminiſtration was evi- 
dence of an inviolable inte- 


grity ; 


69. And he built 
his ſanQuary, like 
high palaces, like the 
earth which he hath 
eſtabliſhed for ever, 


70. He choſe Da- 
vid alſo his ſervant, 
and teok him from 
the ſheepfolds. 


71. From ſollos- I cor 
ing the ews pe ber 
with young, tem 
braught him 10 * hed 
Jacob his people and Jery 


Iſrael his inherit 
ance. 


72. So he ie 
them acconding 


the integrity of | 
heart: and guide 2.T 
them by the (il if thy 


nefs of his hands. ig; 
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grity; and his counſels and 8 — 4 
meaſures ſuch as manifeſted 5 
an excellent poliey, and con- Wut 71. 
zummate vigilance and pru- 
dene. 


th 5 £ 185 
"PSALM LXXIX. SEC «. Lx. 


Uncommon devaſtations repreſented. The inter- 
poſition of providence earneſtly be ſoug hu for the 
reſtoration of the people, and due chaſtiſement 
of their heathen ſavage enemies. Promiſes to 
render becoming grateful acknomledgments. A 
p/alm of Aſaph. Bat ſome ſuppoſe 1 

— to be the author. And the occaſion, the de- 

ftrution of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

Others refer it to 10 time, oh Antiocbus . 

phanes. 


PSALM Ixxix 1. ni 8 bre t 


* on the FNREAT Guardian and Szer. 60. 
come . Eternal Loney e Hanes 
tertance, thy holy -Ungodly heathens and vile, ee 
1 _ —— — eg tur 
* cular territo ey have 
e Peberrwed to the very place 
of thy ſacred refidence, and 
mot ſhockingly profaned thy 
holy temple : they have re- 
duced he late opulent and 
flourifhing city. Feruſalem, to 
an heap of perfect ruin, ſe- 
pulchral rubbiſh, univerſal 
. deſolation. 
fray 22 They have not only flain 2 


dach given to le meat eres worſhippers, but 


unto ex poſed 


356 | A PAR APHRASPE on the 


Sect. 60. expoſed their corpſes to be 
BIS mangled by birds of prey: 
lszix. 2. the bodies of truly excellent 
perſons who were devoted to 
thy fear and ſervice, to be 

devoured by wild beaſts. 


3 In the wantonneſs of their 
inhumanity, they have made 
a general ſlaughter through 
the whole compaſs of Jeru- 
ſalem: to that degree that 


none were left to perform 
their obſequies, elſe the bar- 


barians refuſed them theſe 


common rites. 

4. As to all influence and im- 
portance abroad, we are ſunk 
too low to expect it: ſo far 
from honour or character 
amongſt the neighbouring 


gnmaations we are neglected and 

ARR deſpiſed by them : the uſual 
- ' + topic of ridicule and deriſion 
co all around us. 


5 In theſe deplorable circum- 
ſtances, admit us moſt hum- 
bly to enquire, how long on 

1 of our offences thou 
wil t retain, oy e anger? Wilt 
thou always do it? never in- 
termit? =o for our im- 

piety and wilful groſs idola- 
try, whereof we profeſs. our 
unfeigned ' repentance, ſhall 
thy violent diſpleaſure. for 
thine injured honour, like a 

devour- 


unto the fowls of 
the heaven, the fleh 
of thy ſaints unto the 


beaſts of the earth. 


3- Their blood 
have they ſhed like 
water round about 
Jeruſalem : and there 
was none to bur; 


* 


4. We are become 
a reproach to or 
neighbours: a ſcom 
and deriſion to then 
that are round about 
it. . . , 


5. How Jong Lad 
wilt thou be angry 
for ever? ſhall thy 
jealouſly burn like 
fire? 


come 
Our 
ſcorn 
them 
about 


, Lord, 
angry 
all thy 
n like 
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6. Pour out thy 
wrath upon the 
heathen that have 


not known thee, and 
upon the kingdoms 


that have not called 
ppon thy name. 


7. For they have 
devoured Jacob, and 
lad waſte his dwel- 
lng-place, 


8. O remember 
not againſt us n for- 
ner iniquities: let 
tuy tender mercies 
ſpeedily prevent us: 
for we are brought 
Very low. 


devouring fire burn till it have Seer. 60. 


wholly conſumed us. | 

| Rather, as juſt objects of 
thy moſt dreadful digs” 
tion, pour full phials of it up- 
on heathen nations who own 
not thine exiſtence, nor pay 
thee the leaſt homage: and 
upon kingdoms that never 
ſupplicated thy favour, con- 


feſſed thy providence, nor 


were ſubject to chine au- 
thority. 


Truly of this wp and 10 


character are the people, who 


have rioted in the lives and 


fortunes of Jacob's poſterity; 
as lightning blaſts, or an eaſt- 
wind is baleful to the earth's 
produce, ſo have they utterly, 
demoliſhed, thoſe . pleaſant. 
places wherein we once dwelt 
ſecure and happy. 


Proceed not, we | beſeech 8 


thee, to puniſh for our paſt 
deviations from duty and 
virtue: be moved by thy 


own, moſt tender mercy, to 


be- ſpeedy, inſtant, ere it is 
too late, in kindly interpoſing 
to prevent our. viſible ruin: 
for already we are greatly re- 
duced and almoſt exhauſted. 
An 8. %% nod 58 


Some underſtand by former or fr/? for, their idolatry 
in the golden calf. See Exod. xxxii. 34. concerning which 
tie Jews obſerved, there was no viſitation or inflitian of 
faniſnment wherein the calf was not remembered. 
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Secr. 60. 
— 

PsALM 


Lexik. 9. 


10 


AJ PARAPHRASE on the 


For reaſons of the honout 
of thy name and truth, which 
we confeſs before the whole 
world, O Gop our deliverer 
and only preferver, help and 
ſave vs: for the ſake of thy 
own goodneſs reſcue us from 
our enemies, and be appeaſed 
and rec6neiled ſo as to cover 
and forgive our offences. 

Why ſhould thy procaſti- 
nations of ſuccour to us in 
this moſt forlorn condition, 
give oceaſion to profane hea- 
thens, gentile people to inſult 
and triutnph ſaying — where- 
about is the power or good- 
neſs of the Gor they made 
their boaſts of? ler the true 
Gop now be diſtinguiſhed 
among Pagan blaſpherners 
moſt confpicuoufly, for the 


exertion of his power, and # 
Puniſhment correſpondent to 


their ctimes, who have moft 
inhumanly butchered 
faithful ſervants. 
Let his diſtreſſes and moſt 
3 groans, who is con- 
ed to lonely durance in 
fome horrid cell, plead with 
thee for relief: out of thine 
irreſiſtible boundleſs power 
releaſe them, who are loaded 
with 


thy 


9. Help us, 0 
God, of our ſalva. 
tion, for the glory 
of thy name: and 
deliver us, and purge 
away our fins for 
thy name's ſake, 


10. Wherefore 
ſhould the heathen 
ſay, where 7s their 
God? let him be 
kriown among the 
heathen in our hp 

the revenging 0 
* blood Th thy 
ſervants which u 


ſhed. 


1 r. Let the fighing 
of the priſoner come 
before thee, accord- 
ing to the greatnel 
of thy power pre. 
ſerve thou thoſe that 
are o appointed 0 
die. 


© Literally, he ſons of death or of ſlaughter. 


oſe that 
ited 80 
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12. And render 
unto our neighbours 
{even-fold into their 
boſom, their re- 
proach wherewith 
they have reproach- 
od thee O LokD. 


13. So we thy 
people, and ſheep of 
thy pdſture, will give 
tee thanks for ever: 
we will ſhew forth 
thy praiſe to all ge- 
nerations. | 


with chains, and ſeemingly Szcr. 60. 


deſtined for flaughter. | 

And requite our ſavage | 
neighbours who derided our 
Hopes and inſulted our mi- 
ſery; O Immutable and E- 
ternal Being, who diſhonour- 
ed thee, requite them with 
abundant indignity ; even re- 
proach ſufficient to fill their 
hearts with ame and ſorrow. 

So ſeaſonable an aſſiſtance 13 
and ineſtimable a favour to 
thy people, whom as a flock 


thou art pleafed to feed and 
rule, will infer obh 


hgations of 


a laſting gratitude: to the 


lateſt poſterity we will con- 
fefs thy power, and tranſmit 
memorials of thy bounty. 


PSALM LXXX. 
Complaint under publick troubles. A return of the 
favourable regard of providence humbly implored. 
Their circumſtances repreſented by the ſimilitude 


of a wine. 


This wrought up with peculiar 


ftrength and elegance. The burden of the ſong. 
An ode or pfalm of Aſaph directed to the muſict 
maſter, to be performed upon the fix ſtringed 
inſtrument that waited on the ark of the teſti- 
mony. The occaſion the ſame, or a like one 
with the former. 


PALM Ixxx. 1 
IVE ear, O 


Iſrael, thon that 


' kadeſt Joſeph like 


a flock, 


ſhepherd of 


Ps ALM Ixxx. 1. 


IN this their neceſſity and Secr. 60. 


1214 


extreme miſery, lend a 
gracious ear, O moſt faichful 
Aa 4 | good 


360 


PSALM 


Ixxvi. 5. 


2 


3 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sect. 60. good ſhepherd of the children 


of Iſrael, to their humble 
ſupplications; thou, who by 
a peculiar conduct as thy be- 
loved flock, guideſt the de- 
ſcendants of Joſepb; thou 


who reſideſt in the ſanctuary 


near thoſe ſtriking emblems 
of heavenly ſplendour the 
cherubims, be pleaſed like 
the ſun appearing in his me- 
ridian luſtre, to diſplay unto 
us in this benighted ſtate thy 
glory, power and goodneſs. 
As once thou didſt ſigna- 
lize them, and by the token 
of thy preſence the ark of 
thy covenant, which the tribes 
of Epbraim, Benjamin and 
Manaſſes immediately follow- 
ed, perform for our fore- 
fathers wonderful deliver- 


ances; ſo do thou now be 


excited, to ſnew vigour and 
readineſs in preſerving and 
defending us. | 
Good Gop, vouchſafe to 
give a different turn to our 
affairs; reſtore us from this 
moſt wretched captivity: fa- 
vour us with the kind regard 


of 


a flock, thou that 
dwelleſt between the 
cherubims, ſhine 


forth. 


tt 


2. Before Pp E- 
hraim, and Ben- 
jamin and Manaſſeh, 
ſir up thy ſtrength, 
and come and ſave 
us. 


3. Turn us again, 
O God: and cauſe 
thy face to ſhine, 
and we ſhall be 


ſaved. 


v See Numb. ii. 17—23. Deut. xxxiii. 2. The deſign of 
this pſalm being, as is ſuppoſed, to defire or pray for à 
return from the captivity, a beautiful parallel ſeems. run 
betwixt it and the delivery from Egypt: in which theſe 
three tribes followed immediately after the ark. 


4 { 
whicl 
the c 
by th 
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of thy providence; and our Ser. 60. 


4. O LoꝝxD God 
of hoſts, how long 
wilt thou be angry 
againſt the prayer of 
thy people. 


5. Thou feedeſt 
them with the 4 
bread of tears: and 
giveſt them tears to 
drink in great mea- 
ſure. 


6. Thou makeſt 
us a ſtrife unto our 
neighbours: and our 
enemies laugh a- 
mong themſelves. 


7. Turn us again, 
O God of hoſts, and 
cauſe thy face to 
ſhine, and we ſhal 
by ave. 


condition will be quite happy. 


Sovereign of all worlds, 


Ps 
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ALM 


XXX. 3, 4. 


how long vilt thou rejecet 


with indignation the humble 
pleading, and moſt earneſt 
conſtant ſupplications of thine 
afflicted diſtreſſed people. 


* 
* 


Diſturbance, commotion 5 


and lamentation are conſtant 
and returning to them as the 
uſual times of taking food: 
and as their beverage, the 
greateſt plenty of complaints 
and miſeries. 


Reſpecting neighbouring 6 


powers, we are conſtituted 
the object of their animoſity 
or bone of their contention, 
which ſhall be our, maſters 
and ſpoil us moſt: and our 
ayowed enemies obſerving 
how unhappily we are ſituat- 
ed, take a peculiar. pleaſure 
in it. | 


Great Director of all ſta- 7 


tions, reverſe our ſufferings 


and return us to our native 


country : favour us with the 
kind regard of thy provi- 


dence, and we ſhall ſoon en- 


Joy ſafety and proſperity. 
15 | 8 


/ 


1 Some underſtand by Bread of tears, bread of mourners, 
which he who eat was legally unclean and ſeparated from 
the congregation ; and hereby to expreſs their ſeparation 
by the captivity from the comforts of God's ſolemn worſhip, 
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PSA 1m 


Hex. 8. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Szer. 66, As tranſplanting a vine, 
WA thou haſt removed thy peo- 


ple from the land of Egypt: 
to make room for them thou 
haſt diſtodged the ancient 
heathen poſſeſſors, and put 
them in (poſſeſſion of their 
moſt fertile land. 


9 As clearing the ground for 


it, cauſing it to ſtrike 

root and ſpread — 
growing branches; thou haſt 
laid the foundation there for 
their increaſing in numbers, 
and flouriſhing in all reſpects 
of health and vigour power 


10 As the luxuriant ſhoots 


with the extenſive foliage of 
this fruitful tree may ſhade 
or hide the mountains, and 
its creeping tendrils run up 
the height of ſtately cedars; 


ſo widely have they diffuſed 


and to ſuch elevation aſcend- 
ed, in a reſpectable import- 
ance and ſplendid opulence. 


11 As inconſiderable as their 


beginning, this nation have 
enlarged their dominions on 
| |; | the 


8. Thou haft 
brought a vine our 
of Egypt; thou haſt 
caſt out the heathen 
and planced it. 


9. Thou preparedſt 
room before it, and 
didſt cauſe it to take 
deep root, and it 
filled the land. 


10. The hills were 
covered with the 
ſhadow of it, and 
the r boughs thereof 


_ avere like the goodly 


cedars. 


17. She Tent ont 
her * boughs unto 
the ſea, and her 
branches unto the 
river. 


r Holy writ abounds with theſe fimiles, thus Jeb 13 
ſaid to be a fruitful bough, whoſe branches run over the wall. 


Gen. xlix, 22. Jabn xv. 1. 


 ® Boughs, i. e. Hare. "Rr boughs bearing fruit unto 


barueft, meaning flouriſhing circu 


ces or the height of 


temporal proſperity, See Tay/or's Conc. on Ap and Schult. 


in Jeb v. 5. 


Ou! 
do! 
the 
hel 


t 
deal 


+2 Why haſt thou 
then broken down 
her hedges, ſo that all 
they which paſs by 
the way do pluck 


her ? 


13. The * boar 
out of the wood 
doth waſte it; and 
the wild beaſt of the 
held doth devour it. 


14. Return, we 
beſeech thee, O God 
of hoſts: look down 
from heaven, - and 
behold, and viſit 
this vine; 


t Boar is interp 


Book of PSALiMs. 


the weft to the Mediterranean Br cr. 66. 


ſea, and on the eaft to the 
rivet Euphrates. 


may lamenting enquire, as 
when a vineyard's wall or 
fence is brokett down, and 
its ſwelling clufters expoſed 


to the rude hand of every. 


traveller; haſt thou with- 
drawn thy wonted protection. 
and fubjected us to be ra- 
— dy all that pleaſe to 
80 3b 2 705 


In this abandoned condition 13 


as the wild boar digs up th 
earth all around it, Tad Hed - 
ling beaſts of prey from the 
adjacent coutitry ravenoufly 


feed upon it; ſo alas! have 


favage ufurpets and common 
plunderers enſlaved our per- 
ns, rioted iff our wealth, 
and ruined our dw E 
Great Gop, who mu 
the armies on high, and 
aſſigns their feveral ftations, 
return with Kind affections; 
from thy throne of ineffable 
glory deign to caſt an eye 
of regard and concern, to 


reſume the charge of thy be- 


loved people, as a tender 
bleeding vine, and preſerve 


them from irreparable ruin. 
As 


reted of tho king of Arid. The wild 


beaſt his officers and ſoldiers. 


reſt 14 


Pal 


Ia. 46. 
On what account then we 12 


364 A PARAPHRASE. on the 


Sxcr. 60 As the ſtem or baſe which 
— ſupports the whole tree, do 
— thou guard our civil conſti- 
tution which is of thy own 
planning and eſtabliſhing: 
and eſpecially the grand re- 
poſitory of our laws, even the 
city Jeruſalem and the temple, 


which thou haſt fortified. for 


them and the emblems of 
thy preſence to be ſecure in. 
16 They are, as a vine cut 
down and withered, now laid 
waſte by fire: and any degree 
of further deſolating provi- 
dences muſt involve root and 
branch, temple and people in 
one common fate of irretrie- 
vable deſtruction. 
17 To avert which, do thou 
favour his deſigns whom thou 
haſt inveſted with ſupreme 
authority, anddetermined our 
attention to as our principal 
human dependance, even this 
young prince; whom we hope 
and truſt that thy providence 
hath moſt opportunely raiſed, 
to. be the author both of our 
deliverance and of our refor- 
W 
18 Conſequent of which, we 
will never more revolt _—_ 
: PRO tne 


15 And the vine · 
yard which thy right 
band hath planted, 
and the branch haz 
thou madeſt ſtrong 
for thy ſelf. 


16. Lis burnt with 
fire: it is cut down: 
they periſh at the 
rebuke of thy coun. 
tenance. 


17. Let thy hand 
be upon the 5 man 
ofthy righthand,and 
upon the ſon of man, 
whom thou madeſt 


ſtrong for thyſelf. 


18. So will not we 
go back from thee: 
quicken us, and we 

W 


$ This fiock of his own planting and man of his own 
railing, ſome underſtand to be Jab by the character of 
vigour and the reformation that ſeemed to depend on him. 
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will call upon thy the laws of virtue and true Szcr. 60. 
name. religion into contrary courſes: A 
animate us with new life and aki. 18. 
vigour by a reſtoration to 
proſperity, and we engage in 
our future thankfulneſs and 
obedience, toaſcribe the high - 
eſt honour to thy name, per- 
fection and benevolence. 
Tun us again, O thou who governeſt all'9 
8 R —m— 2 *. the orders and Whole immen- 
to ſhine, and we ſnall ſity of thy formations, gra- 
he tang. ctouſly return us to our for- 
mer happy ſtate: be only 
reconciled to and ſhew thy 
regard for us, and our ſpeedy 
enlargement ſafety and com- 
| pleat telicity of coutſe follow. - 


719) 


ps AI MIXXXI. 2 


The people invited conformably to an expreſs precept 
to celebrate the divine praiſes. Honourable 
mention made of extraordinary favours, reſpect- 

ing Egypt and the wilderneſs. Reference to a 
ſolenm charge given againſt idolatry, - with the 
promiſes aunexed to its due obſervance. 'The 
ſad conſequences of its paſt neglect. Exhorta- 

tion to regard it for the future, ſtrengthened 
with the aſſurance of ſucceſſes and. proſperity. 
A poetick compoſition. of Aſaph directed to the 
muſick maſter to be performed upon the harp, or 

10 the tune gittith. The occaſion the HE 


feaſt of trumpets. 
PSA. M Ixxxi. 1. a PS AL M hint: 1. Seer. Gr. 


ING aloud unto + exalted firaing ling the 


God our ſtrength: PsaLu 
make a joyful rue praiſes of the moſt high, A n 


G00 


g66 


A PARAPHRASE on the - 


Sger. 61. Cop our grand ſupporter unto the God of Ja- 


Prat [ 


, 3, founding. an alarm, or out- 


| that was ſacrificed in the room of Jac, which they fancy 


and Almighty Guardian: as ob. 


for victory, raiſe to the 
higheſt pitch. your acclama- 
tions, in honour of him wha 
peculiarly protects Jacab's 
deſcendants | 


C 3 
2 On this ſolemn occaſion 2. Take a pſalm 


| and bring hither the 
n — timbrel, * pleaſant 
give the utmoſt advantage to 7 Oy Nos: 
your chanting voices by the 
choicelt inſtruments; the 
founding timbre], the plea- 
fant harp and the charming 


3 Inthc longętt loudeſt blaſts 3. Blow up the 


of it, ye miniſters of the ſancF- wumpet in the new 
moon, in the time 


tuary, make the trumpet Ar. n 
ä 


u This was an annual feſtival enpreſsly enjoined by the 
law of Meſes, Lev. xxiii. 24. and was obſerved the 
frit day of the feventh month, called 77/1; anfwerable to 
parts of our September and O&ober: it was the beginning 
of the civil year, and. might properly be called new-years- 
day. It is expreſsly called a ſabbath, aud was s very 
folemn day, on Which no ſervile work was to be dane, 
only 8 made for their meals, which were uſually 
very liberal at this time; and among other diſhes, they 
ſerved up to the table a ram's head, in memory of that ram 


was upon this day. This was the chief neu- moon of the 
whole year; not only becauſe of the additional ſacrifices 
and the greater ſolemnity of blowing trumpets from ſun- 
riſing to ſun-ſet; but becauſe it fell at a time when all the 
fruits of the earth were gathered in. And Lewis explains 
this blowing of trumpets as a memorial of the creation of 
the woild, which is ſuppoſed to have been in autumn: 

| ' whence - 
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beard far and wide, on the Ster. 61. 
return of this ſabbath z this 1 — 
important new moon or firſt Ir l. . 
day of the ſeventh month ; | 
this ſeaſon which is peculiar- 
ly facred to the extraordinary 
ſolemnities of our holy re- 


Kgion. 2 


4. For this aua. 
a ſtatute for iſrael, 
and a law of the 
God of Jacob. 


5. This he or- 
dained in Joſeph 
for a teſtimony when 
he went out through 
the land of Egypt: 
$ where I heard a 
language that I un- 
derſtood not. 


inſtitution, preſcribed for the 


For this reſts upon the 4 
authority of an early poſitive 


ſtanding obſervance of the 
children of Jas; a rule or 
order with particular direc- 
tions, rendered obligatory by 
the expreſs command of the 
God of Jacob to be perform- 

Buy a peremprory declara- 5 
tion he conſtituted it to be a 
ſettled and in variable la for 
the off ſpring of Joſeph, when 
by a feries of wonders he 
diſcharged them from E- 
gyptian bondage: ſaying,. to 
ſhew them that I dilapprove 
of their uſage and flavery, 
my providence ſhall ſpeak 
the language of a matchleſs 
power whereat all men may 


| marvel. 


By 


whence they anciently began their years ut this time, as 
the eaſtern people do at this day. Heb. Abg. B. IV. 


p. 591 — 594 


F Seme interpret this of a corrupred language or jargon 
of part Hebrew part £gyption idiom, ſuch as was almolt 


unintelligible. 
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IJPARAPHRA8E 


Ser. 61. By my on efficiency or ſu- 


* 


PeAlx 


2 


7 


perior power I removed their 
oppreſſed ſhoulders from the 
mtolerable burdens, their un- 
relenting taſk- maſters had 
long impoſed upon them: their 
hands were entirely free'd 
from the galling drudgery of 
carrying the labourers baſkets. 
Under peculiar neceſſities 
and diſtreſſes, you only aſked 
my kind aſſiſtance and it was 
granted, you were inſtantly 
extricated from them; you 
invoked my protection and 


conduct, I anſwered by that 


moſt black and dark cloud, 


the repoſitory of my thunder, 
vhich guided your marches 


and ſtruck terror into your 
enemies: for a ſhort ſeaſon 1 


exerciſed your patience, but 


J fetched you ſtreams of 
water out of the rock at 
Meribab. I- vt 

O my beloved people, 
ſeriouſly attend, and I will 
folemnly declare or. proteſt 
unto you maxims of true in- 


ſtruction and the moſt inte- 


reſting 


on the 


6. I removed hiz 


| ſhoulder from the 


burden: his hands 


were delivered from 
the w pote. 


7. Thou called(t 
in trouble, and I 
delivered thee: I 
anſwered thee in the 
ſecret place of * 
thunder: I proved 
thee at the waters 
of Meribah. Selah. 


8. Hear, O my. 
people, and I will 
teſtify unto thee: O 
Iſrael, if thou wilt 
hearken unto me; 


* Pots, the baſkets or panniers in which they carried 


the clay or bricks. 


* Thunder, is not improbably underſtood of the terrible 
thunderings and light'nings at Sinai, and by delivering, 
relieving the people from this fear. See Exod. xx. 18. 


Deut. v. 5. 23. Heb. xii. 19. It has been rendered, out of 


the ſecret place, i. e. heaven, with or by thunder. 


10. J. 
ty G 
brought 
the land 
open t 
wde, a 
fll it, 


Vor. 
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reſting important admoni- Szcr. 61. 


9. There ſhall no 
range God be in 
thee ; neither ſhalt 
thou worſhip any 
trange God. 


10. Jam the Loxp 

by God, which 
brought thee out of 
de land of Egypt, 
open thy mouth 
wide, and I will 
ill it, 


Vor. III. 


tion: O ye deſcendants from 


the faithful Jrael that I could 


hope you would digeſt and 
obſerve my lectures. 1285 


In order that I may be the 9 


ſole object of your ſacred con- 
fidence, and ever ready to 
defend you, it is abſolute ne- 
ceſſary and what I do in- 


diſpenſably require, that an 
heathen idol ſhall never be 


found amongſt you: all com- 


munication with thoſe falſe 


objects of homage muſt be 
utterly renounced, neither 
are you allowed to introduce 


into my worſhip novel rites 


or foreign cuſtoms. 


*Tis my prerogative to be 10 


independent and all. preſiding: 
and alone J have appeared a- 
dequate to all purpoſes of 
Deity reſpecting you, when 
I accompliſhed your deliver- 
ance from a moſt miſerable 
bondage in the land of Egypt: 


J am ſtill able to protect and 


defend you: acknowledge 
that I am, and uniformly 
obey my laws, then enlarge 
your deſires and I will gra- 
tify them, multiply your pe- 
titions and I will affuredly 
grant them. 


Bb * | 125 be 
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Palm 
Ixxxi. 11. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


But as if I was either un- 
able or unwilling to do it, 
my people have been deaf to 
my kindeſt advices: and the 
children of 'ae! refuſed me 


their conſent to govern them, 


12 


carried it with ſuch remark - 


able deficiency of filial duty, 


that they could not conſiſtent- 
ly expect my paternal care. 

Being thus highly impru- 
dent undutiful and intracta- 
ble, though with reluctance 


and after long forbearance, Þ 


deſerted and abandoned them 
a prey to their own inordinare 
paſſions and - appetites: and 
they purſued the dictates of 
their own frivolous inventi- 
ons and extravagant devices. 


13 How earneſtly could I 


of my fincere ſervant 1/7ae/ 


14 


have wiſned, that my be- 
loved people had but dili- 
gently attended to my ſacred 
inſtructions; and the poſterity 


uniformly obſerved the laws 
I have given them. | 

No enemies ſhould ever 
have riſen, that I would not 
early have reduced to the 


| loweſt ſtate of ſubjeCtion : 


and inſtead of correcting them 
with my judgments, directed 


the ſevereſt of them againſt 
their adverſaries, 


Rebels 


\ 


11. But my peo- 


ple would not heark- tl 
en to my voice: and ſc 
Iſrael would none ſe 
of me. th 
hz 
ey 


12. So I ge 
them up unto their 
own hearts luſt: and 


they walked in their 16 
own counſels, # fed 
the 
whe 
hone 
rock 
ſatis 
13. O that m 
people had hearken 
ed unto me, n. 
Iſrael had walk: y ( 
in my ways! food 
actual 
in the 
The 
and cu 
14. I ſhould fo 90 
have ſubdued the in ſeve 
enemies, and tum of wall 
my hand again tumblir 
their adverſarics. WM excelle; 
bottom 
Which 0 
of Pal 
ul, eve 
either fc 
dee Sha: 


tg Jeru, 


* 
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15 The haters of Rebels againſt my rightful Szcr. 61. 
the Lord ſhould have authority and advocates fo 


ſubmitted them- » PSALM 
ſelves unto him: but idols, ſhould at leaſt, have IXxxi. 15. 


their time ſhould made feigned ſubmiſſions; 
have endured for and attempted nothin fur- 
. ther to prejudice the Feen 
of true religion: but their 
happy opportunities of the 
nobleſt improvement, and 
growing proſperity ſhould 
have been ſecured and perpe- 
tuated to them, 

16. He ſhould have A moſt bountiful provi- 16 
fed them alfo with dence would have amply ſup- 


3 _ — plied them with all things 
honey out of the neceſſary and convenient: the 


rock, ſhould I have fineſt wheat ſhould have a- 
ſatigfied thee. | dorned their common tables; 
and the richeſt honey to ſa- 

tiety, flowed for them out of 

B b 2 holes 


y Corn, wine and oil, with milk and honey were the 
food and chief dainties of the early ages. Theſe were 
aually the produce of this country, as they might be ſtill 
in the greateſt plenty by proper care and cultivation. 

Their rocks and hills were anciently covered with earth - 
and cultivated, whence they afforded a larger ſpace of 
ground for cultivation, than if the country was level. For 
(oof this purpoſe they gathered up the ſtones, and placed them 
ſeveral lines, along the ſides of mountains, in the form 
of walls, and by theſe borders ſupported the mould from 
tumbling, or being waſhed down, forming many beds of 
excellent ſoil gradually riſing one abqye(another, from the 


* 


bottom to the top of the mountains; A form of culture of 
which evident foot. ſteps are to be ſegh in all the mountains 
of Paleſtine; and there is no place gpon earth more fruit- 
ful, even at preſent, than the plain country and valleys 
either for the produQion of corn or of paſturage for cattle. 
dee Shaw's Travels, and Mauudrell's journey from Aleppo 


to Jeruſalim. 


372 A PARAPHRASE on the 
-Secr. 61. holes where bees have bred 
and {warmed in the flinty 


PSALM 
Ixxxi. 16. rock. 


PSAL MM LXXXII. 


God the ſupreme Fudge. The corruption of men 
in authority. Fuſtice recommended to them, and 
à due regard to the poor and deſolate. The 
negleft of them the bane of government. The 
moſt illuſtrious of men only mortals. The Al. MR ?* 
mighty addreſſed to riſe up in Judgment. A pſalm bon 


of Aſaph. Sel 
PS ALM Ixxxii. 1. P3aLm Ixxxiin, 
Ster. 61. HE Infinite Gop in- O ftandeth 
— ſpects and preſides over in the congre- 


: ion of the migh- 
Prax the moſt auguſt aſſemblies of 2 he gudgen 


Ixxxii. earthly mong the * gods, 


z God, ſaith the great Sir Jaac Newton, is a relative 1 
word, and has reſpect to ſervants. And Deity is the do- 5 
minion of God, not over his own body, as thoſe imagine 
who fancy God to be the ſoul of the world, but over ſer- 
vants.— A Being however perfect, without dominion can- 
not be ſaid to be Loxp Gop. Dr Pocock derives the Latin 
word Deus from the Arab. Du [in the oblique caie Di) 
which ſignifies Lond. In this ſenſe princes are called 
Gods. 85 is ſtiled a God to his brother Aaron and to 
Pharaoh, Exod. iv. 16. vii. 8. And in the ſame ſenſe the 
ſouls of dead princes were formerly by the heathens called 
. gods, but falſely becauſe of their want of dominion. The 
| — lines may not be unentertaining to the poetick 
reader. C 


The vulgar call us gods, and fondly think 

That kings are calt in more than mortal moulcs: 

Alas! they little know that when the mind 

Is cloy'd with pomp, our taſte is pall'd to joy; 
But grows more ſenſible of grief or pain. 

The ſtupid peaſant, with as quick a ſenſe, 

Enjoys the fragrance of the roſe as I; 


And his rough hand is proof againſt the thorn, 
by Which. 


„ N Gf hd. 


ch 
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2. How long will 
ye judge unjuſtly, 
and accept the per- 
ſons of the wicked ? 
Selah. 


3. Defend the 
poor and fatherleſs: 
do juſtice to the af- 
titted and needy. 


earthly magiltracy : as ſu- Secr. 61. 


preme Loxp and unerring 


judge he takes certain cogni- 177 
zZance, how affairs are managed 
under the direction or ad- 


miniſtration, of the greateſt 
Lords of this ſublunary 
world. 


Withthe fulleſt convictions 2 


of this, how long will you 
continue under various pre- 
texts to pronounce unrigh- 
teous ſentences, or paſs judg- 
ments that are utterly unfair; 
and from ſecular conſidera- 
tions ſpare the diſturbers of 


ſociety and enemies of man- 
kind. jo] 


As juſtice and your impor- 3 


tant office require, do you 
whoever prejudices them, 


protect and defend the poor 


the fatherleſs and friendleſs: 
acquit from injurious charges, 
reſtore their rights and pro- 
perties to people unjuſtly 
B b 3 ſtript 


Which rankling in my tender ſkin, would ſeem 
A viper's tooth. O bliſsful poverty ! 

Nature too partial to thy lot aſſigns 

Health, freedom, innocence and downy peace 
Her real goods; and only mocks the great, 
With empty pageantries. | 


— — — 


When life or death 


Becomes the queſtion, all diſtinctions vaniſh ; 
Then the firſt monarch, and the loweſt ſlave 
On the ſame level ſtand, in this the ſons 

Of nature equal all 
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PSALM 
Ixxxii 3, 4. e 


) A PARAPHRASE on the 
Secr. 61. ſtript of them, and quite ſunk 


with vexation and anxiety. | 
Place in a ſtate of liberty 


aſſiſtance: deliver them from 
the power of wretches who 
make no difference betwixt 
right and wrong, good and 
evil. | 


5 This is very plainly the 


authority magiſtrates ought 


to exert and their peculiar 


vince and duty; but it is 


equally plain that they do 


not attend to it; they will 
not form right judgments: 
they proceed and perſiſt in 
the greateſt obſcurity of vo- 
luntary ignorance and vicious 
obſtinate error: by perplexing 
and — — and 
the utter ſubverſion of all 
truth and good faith, the 
whole government of the na- 
tion 1s out of its proper courſe, 
and in the utmoſt danger of 
being totally fubverted. 


6 I have appointed you, ſaith 


the Almighty, to a ſtation of 
dominion and authority: by 
e commiſſion you are a 

ind of guardiun- angels as 


to the liberties and privi- 


leges, rights and lives of your 
fellow creatures. 


But 


curity and happineſs de- 
cayed and neceſſitous fami- 
lies, who ſolicit your kind 


4. Deliver the 
poor and needy: rid 
them out of the hand 
of the wicked. 


5. They know 
not, neither will they 
underſtand : they 
walk on in darkneſs: 


all the foundations 


of the earth are out 
of courſe. 


— 
. 


6. I have ſaid, ye 

are gods: and all of 
you are children of 
the moſt High. 


lik 
lik, 
pri 
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7. But ye ſhalldie But you are not therefore Szcr. 61. 


like men, and fall : | 
like one of the 3 amt from che ſtroke of PSsALM 


mortality common to all men; 
* nor "a ſuddenly falling by * 
the unſparing ſword; as your 
ſuperiors even the greateſt 
potentates of this world have : 
often done before. you : when : 
all the ſplendour will be ya- 
niſhed, but the account to be 
gLVEN TEMAlN,,, 
| 8. Ariſe, O God. Ariſe, eternal Gop, fromthy 8 
pg te and for lr luna of opal 
ons judgment, and pronounce de- 
finitive ſentences upon all the 
multiplied inhabitants of this 
earthly ſtate: for not only 
Iſrachtih people, but all kin- 
dreds and nations are govern» 
ed by thy providence, and 
ſubject to be determined of 
by thy laſt grand deciſion. 
PSALMLXXXIIf. 8 ECT. LXII. 
Addreſs to the Almighty for ſuccour againſt a ſud- 
den and violent incurſion of enemies, Their pre- 
vailing power, deep counſels, and formidable 
Arong confederacy. Deſtruction ſuch as had be- 
fallen former adverſaries imprecated on them. A 
ſong or pſalm of Aſaph. The occaſion, as is 
ſuppoſed, the general confederacy entered into 
againſt Jehoſhaphat, 2 Chron. xx. 


PSALM Ixxxiii. 1. PS AL M lxxxiii. 1. 
E EP not thou W. neroen- Sect. 62. 
filence, O God: 7 HEN — SO POLO 
hold not thy peace, cles „ an 
and B b 4 nary, iii. 


Some interpret like one of the tyrants and ſeourges of 
mankind. : | 


376 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr. 62. nary, do not thou, Almigh- 


— 
Ps ALM 


* 


a beauty in the original which I have 


ty Being, obſerve a ſilence 
like that kept in the grave: 
hold not thy peace reſpecting 
our diſtreſſes as one ſmitten 
upon the tongue or corrupted 
with a bribe: nor be thou, 
eternal Gop, in the hurry of 
our affairs to deſtruction, as 
inactive and motionleſs as the 


ſtilleſt waters or the ſtanding 


Is. 


2 For what ſhould ever ex- 


cite thee to a ſpeedy and 
powerful interpoſition if not 
our preſent circumſtances; 
wherein thine enemies have 
with the utmoſt tumult and 
outrage invaded us? and they 
that prefer an image or idol 
before the true Go p, ſo 
viſibly prevail as to threaten 
to bear down all oppoſition. 


3 Their counſels are deep 


and their meaſures moſt art- 
fully concerted in order to 
deſtroy thy beloved people; 
they have formed wicked de- 
ſigns, which are ripe for 
the moſt cruel execution a- 
gainſt thoſe who uſed to be un- 


der 


and be not ſtill, O 
God. 


2. For lo, thine 
enemies make a 
tumult: and they 
that hate thee have 
lift up the head. 


3. They have 
taken crafty coun- 
ſel againſt thy peo- 
ple, and conſulted 
againſt thy b hidden 
ones. | 


d Hidden, ſome interpret of the temple and ſanctuary 
- which they meant to plunder and ravage: however it is 
the ſame word which in the next ver. is rendered cut of, 


ſerve in the paraphraſe. 


endeavoured to pre- 


7 


Amn 
lek, 

with 
of T. 


| Joine 


they 
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4.They have ſaid, 
come, and let us cut 
them off from being 
a nation: that the 
name of Iſrael may 
be no more in re- 
membrance. 


5. For they have 
conſulted together 
with one conſent: 
they are confederate 
againſt thee, 


6. The tabernacles 
of Edom, and the 
Iſhmaelites : of Mo- 
ab, and the Haga- 
renes, 


7. 'Gebal, and 
Ammon, and Ama⸗ 
lek, the Philiſtines, 
with the inhabitants 
of Tyre. 


8. Aſſur alſo is 
joined with them: 
they have holpen 
| the 


der thy protection, and to be re- Sec. 62. 
garded as thy hidden treaſure. I 


on to vigorous action, and 
let us extinguiſh their name, 
and utterly ſubvert their civil 
conſtitution, that they never 
more be reputed a nation or 
kingdom. 

This dreadful ſcheme is 5 
the effect of mature delibera- 
tion, unanimity, and a ſolemn 
covenant, entered into by dif- 
ferent powers; not only to 
work our ruin, but extirpate 
thy temple and true religion. 

The ſtrong aſſociation and 6 
formidable army - conſiſts of 
Idumeans and Jhmatlites or 
Arabians: of Moabites and 
the poſterity of Abraham by 
Keturah, or Hagar, even 
other Arabians wWRO have 
joined the Jhmaciites. *- 

The inhabitants of the city 7 
Gebal in Phenicia;' and the 
Ammonites, Amalekites, Pbi- 
liſtines, with thoſe fotmer 
allies of ours the Tyrians. 

The Aſſyrians alſo if not 8 
principals in the war, yet 

furniſh 


e Literally hey "Rees cut of a . in v alan to the 
ancient rite of cutting a ſacrificed bullock in twain, laying 
the parts on each fide at a diſtance, by way of ſolemnly 
confirming a mutual compact or nA Gen. xv. 9, 
10, 17, Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szer. 62- furniſh ſubſidies for its pro- 
—_— ſecution: they have undoubt- 


"Wy edly diſpatched ſuccours or 
auxiliaries to ſtrengthen che 
Moabites and Ammonites. 
9 E defeat confuſion and 
upon them, as thou 
LT by Gideon up- 
on the Midianites : as to ers 
the general, and Jabin the 
king of the Canaanites, by 
Debarab and Barak in the 
„ or near the brook. K:/on. 
Who met with a com- 
bar overthrow and dreadful 
fl r, in the country of 
near Tanaach and Me- 
idde; where, the battle was 
ught, and where their dead 
bodies lay. in heaps like com- 
Nen or en £0 auen 


9 the fatal Ke of He 
- =_ reſemble that of the 
two great Midianites Oreb 
and Zeeb, who were taken 
and Cain: the certain 
S of all their chiefs 


be like that of the two kings 


of Midian, Zabab and Zal- 
muna who fled, were taken 
priſoners and fell by the ſword 
of the Lox Þ and of Gideon. 

12 The expreſs language of 


a—_ hofttle . 


ol See Tui, vii. 25, A . 8 


the children of Lot. 
Selah. 


g. Do unto them 
as unto the Midian- 
ites: as to Siſera, 
as to Jabin, at tie 
brook of Kiſon : 


10. Which periſh- 
ed at Endor: they 
became as dung for 


the earth. 


11. Make their 
nobles like Oreb, 
and like Zeeb: yea, 
all their princes as 
4 Zebah and Zal- 
munna. 


12. Who ſaid, ſet 


us take to ourſelves 
| the 


* 
in. 
[ 
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the © houſes of God with the flocks - and herds Secr. Ga- 
in poſſeſſion. they have brought along with —.— 
them is, let us make ourſelves Sor" Ap 
maſters of this fertile coun- 
try; and ſettle ourſelves in 
theſe pleaſant places, appro-. 
priated by Almighty _ to 
his beloved 
13. O my God, Eternal and unchanges able 13 
make them like a f Gen. who haſt — 
_ 2-2 he our habitation here, do thou 
in repeated vidleat. attacks, 
as the wheel -thraſhes the 
theaves and breaks the ſtraw, 
cruſh and beat them to pie- 
ces: let them be ſcattered 
abroad, as the ſtubble chaff 
er duſt in winnowing, is diſ- 
perſed before the wind. 

14. 8 As the fire As the fire kindled on or 14 
burneth the wood, near. the threſhing floor ſoon 
and as the flame fet- conſumes chem: and as the 
—_— mera pointed flame in ſomeeminent 

place Tiſes to the-utmoſt ve- 
hemence Ball it has — 
ne 23532 wni! 5 


1 


e Houſes of God, ſome 10 ol of the avi or faſ- 
tures of the wilderneſs, as the Fewseommonly filed all land 
deſert or vil dermeſi that was untilled. 

f Some render, like a wheel down a hill which rolls 
with the greateſt precipitancy. Some, fnall n mores and chaff, 
others rhreſbing wheels. 

s Some — this of another fmile5s which thorns, 
briars, c. are burnt ; likewiſe. beath and ſhrubs on the 
mountains; but a judicious critick whom I follow, of burn- 
ing the ſtubble and chaff, The paraphrafe on the ver. fol- 
lowing will connect with, and the ſenſe be preſerved in 
either interpretation. See — in Loc. 


A PARAPHRASE en the 


So let thy judgments per- 


TA as a driving toſſing whirl- 
wind and as a ſudden and 
ſweeping hurricane throw! 
them into the utmoſt con- 
ſternation hutry, and con- 


fuſion. 


16 . 


an extreme droughtineſs of 
ſeaſon is contracted and ſhri- 
velled, fill their faces with 
ignominy and meanneſs: that 
they may hereafter act with 
more piety and humanity: 
endeavour to underſtand, O 
Immutable and RR D, 
th rfections a vi- 
— pd conform 2 the 
. of true religion. 
Or if they are too degene- 
18 and ſavage to be con- 
verted. Let them be totally 
fruſtrated in their deſigns and 
expectations, and ſuddenly 
ſeized with the moſt terrible 
alarming fears and panicks: 
bring the greateſt reproach 
upon them and complete 
1 8 


That in theſe exemplary 
8 there may be 


exhibited ſtanding admoni- 
tions; and by means of them 


all men may be led to ac- 


knowledge, that thou truly 


art what thy name JEHOVAH | 
ler 2c imparts, | 


15. So perſecute 
them with thy tem- 
peſt, and make them 
afraid with thy 
ſtorm, 


16. Fill their faces 
with . ſhame: that 
they may ſeek thy 
name, O Lond. 


17. Let them 
be confounded and 
troubled for ever: 
yea, let them be put 
to ſhame, and periſh, 


18. That ner may 
know, that thou 
whoſe name alone 
is [EHOVAHz art the 


moſt high over all 


the earth, 
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imports, the ſelf-exiſtent and Sr er. 62. 
ſupreme Being, independent Is 
in thy perfection and univer- uli 76. 
ſal in thy dominion. 


PSALM LXXXIV. SECT. LXIII. 


The beauty and excellence of the tabernacle. Pa- 
thetick warm defires expreſſed to be preſent in 
that holy place. The peculiar happineſs of con- 
ftant'y refiding there: Next to that, of wijits 
thereto at the appointed ſolemnities, Prayer 
for opportunities of this kind: and the certainty 
of the divine favour to thoſe who conſcien- 
tiouſly and uprightly obſerved them. Diretted 
to the maſter of muſick to be performed on the 
gath inſtrument; or to the tune Gittith or 
wine preſs. A pſalm for the deſcendants of 
Korah. The occaſion involuntary abſence from 
publick ſocial worſhip : and ſome ſuppoſe penned 
by David when he fled from Abſalom, 


Ps ALMIxxxiv.1. PS ALM Ixxxiv. t. 
io 5 T ORD of earth —— 
are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of heaven, how pleaſingly PSALM 
hoſts! awful and ineſtimably de- Nxxiv. 1. 


ſirable is that ſacred houſe, 

where the ſymbols of thy 

preſence are kept, and tlie 

ſolemnities of thy worſhip 
duly performed! 

2. My ſoul long- Having formerly enjoyed ? 
eth, yea, even faint· the unſpeakable privilege, I 
-7 ws the courts am in the utmoſt uneaſinefs 

e Loxp: my 22 
heart and my fleſh & and my ſpirits quite exhauſted, 
crieth with 


eth out, an alluſion as is ſuppoſed to the jubilation 
or the ſhout with which they went up to the feaſt at Jeru- 
falem, | 
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— pms 


PALM 


IHxrxzxiv: 2. 


A PARAPHRASE en the 
$zcr. 62. with impatient longing ex- 


pectations for the happy time, 
when I ſhall be reftored to 
the bleſſed. courts of God's 
tabernacle: as in the greateſt 


agony and miſery, all that is 


within me utters the loudeſt 


out- cries, for a return of op- 
portunities to pay my publick 
devotions to the living and 
true Gop. 


3 This ſad exile debars me 


of what is not denied to the 
fowls of the air— the ſparrow 


finds ſufficient room for an. 


habitation: and the ſwallow 


convenient ſpace for building 


a ſecure neſt: laying her eggs 
and hatching her young, in 
buildings about the altars, 
where, Lord of all worlds, 
my ruler and preſerver, acts 
of ſacred. worſhip are daily 
performed. 


4 Peculiarly happy muſt be 


their ſituation, who as thy 
domeſtick ſervants conſtantly 
attend on or perpetually re- 


crieth out for the 


living God. 


3. Yea, thei 
ſparrow hath found 
an houſe, and the 
{ſwallow a neſt for 
herſelf, where ſhe 


may Jay her young, 


even thine k altars, 
O Lorn of hoſts, 
my king and my 
God. 


4. Bleſſed are they 
that dwell in thy 
houſe : they will be 
till praiſing thee, 
Selah. 


i Sparrow, the original ſignifies any bird or fowl : and 
fwellow according to Bochart the ring- duue or wild. pigcon 
which flies very ſwiftly, and ſometimes makes it's neſt in 


high buildin 


"ew ' 

« It has ata obſerved, by Mede, Ignatius and others, 
that birds did not build in the roof of that part of the tem- 
ple where the altar of incenſe ſtood, wis.- juſt before the 
veil, Exod, xxx. 6. but in the trees which grew in the in- 
nermoſt court, where the altar of burnt-offerings Rood, 


2 Kings xvi. 14. P/al. xcil. 11, 12. 


42 „. my 


028. 
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fide in thy bleſſed tabernacle: Sgr. 62z. 
their whole time will be de. 


PSALN 


voted to celebrate thy per- Ii. 
fection and providence. 83 
5. Bleſſed :, the Next to them, in a truly 5 
man whoſe firength agreeable delightful ſtate, 


is in thee : in whoſe 


hearts are the ways wherever his dwelling, 1s that 

of theme. man, who confides in thy 
power and goodneſs and en- 
Joys thy protection: who has 
it truly at heart, upon every 
returning feſtival, to provide 
the diftant tribes with ſuit- 
able roads and accompany 
them in their journeys to 
„„ 


6. Who paſing Who chearfully leave aſt 6 
through the valley their worldly cares, and not 


ke i | 
of Baca, make u diſcouraged with what uſed 


filleth the pools. to be the moſt incommodious 
part of the way, travel on a 
raiſed firm path through the 
ſhrabby rough valley of Baca; 
the water being drained into - 
; one 


! Some render the moiſt and weeping, or the mulberry 
valley, which they drain and put the waters into a regular 
courle, even where the rain covers the pools. | | 

Schmidius interprets the laſt clauſe etiam benedictonibus 
operiet ſe Doctor. Midge, even Mareb is clothed with ponds. 
And explains the whole paſſage. How happy the man 
that feels himſelf invigorated by thee ;- that travels the 
roads that lead to Feru/alem with full bent of heart! he 
« goes through the valley of Baca as full of ſpirit as if it 
* was cheared with a fountain of waters, aud Aeoreh as if 
* it was filled with delicious ponds; [two deſolate places 
he ſuppoſes, through which the road lay] he grows 
* loſtier as he walks; he appears before God in Zien 
_ render, abe God of Gods pail provide and take care 
of chem. : 


[ 

* 
if! 
j'Þh 4 
is}! 


— — — 
— — 


— — 
py 
— — — 
- — 7 - © — 
_ = ED 
— = = — — 
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S rer. 62. one courſe, or deep pits being 
N dug to hold it; the rain alſo 
xi. 6. filleth the pools or largeſt 

Ceiſterns, with ſufficient plenty 


of this ſingular bleſſing, to 


2 their thirſt and bathe 
their bodies. | 

7 As they proceed they grow 
ſtronger and ſtronger: and 
at length make a reſpectable 
honourable appearance before 
an Infinite Being in his ſanc- 
tuary on mount Zion. 

8. Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
regard my humble earneſt 
fupplications: vouchſafe an 

. attentive ear and an efficaci- 
ous anſwer, O thou eſpecial 
defender and only Gop of 

the deſcendants of Jacob. 
9 King of kings, and Lox p 
of lords, be peculiar regard- 
ful of the head of our com- 
munity z vouchſate him thy 
conſtant protection, upon 
whom under thee our pro- 
ſperity depends; preſerve him 


rom dangers, and favour all 
his laudable deſigns, whom 


thy providence hath exalted 
to this important ſtation. 

10 Above all things reſtore 
him to the enjoyment of 
religious privileges, and me 

e 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


7. They go from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, 
every one of them in 
Zion appeareth be- 
fore God. 


8. O Lord God 
of hoſts, hear my 
prayer: give ear, O 


God of Jacob. Se- 


lah. 


9. Behold, O God, 
our ſhield, and look 


upon the face of 


thine anointed. 


10. For a day in 


thy courts is better 
than a thouſand: I 
had rather be a ® 
| door- 


m The LXX. and Targum ſeem to underſtand this not 


of the office of the Nethirim or door keepers, that were ad. 


door 
houſc 
than 
tents 


7 
Cod ; 
ſuield; 
will g 
glory ; 
will h 
from t] 


uprigh 


mitted | 
ſons th; 
mercy { 
n 7 
Intended 
food tha 
erding 

ſwiſtelt 

earthly | 


W: 
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door-keeper in the the moſt momentous advan- Szcr. 62: 
houſe of my God, tages: Indeed I do ſoeſteem SY 
than to dwell in the thiews.” cond r one ds PSALM | 
tents of wickedneſs, we wad? ee Y Ixxxiv. 10. 
devoted to the ſervices of 
thy ſanctuary, before a thou- 
ſand ſpent in any imaginable 
condition of abſence from 
them: and ſhould rather 
chooſe in the moſt neglected 
abject ſtate to lie at the 
threſhold, gate, or entrance 
of Gop's palace; than to be 
careſſed by the perſons, and 
honoured with a ſeat in the 
moſt magnificent pavilions 
of worldly men or the wick- 
7 :-..; 08 apoent. 18 5 
11. For the Loww For by the light of his" 
— >] _ 3 truth the LoR D Gop is our 
will * 3 conſtant guide to ſolid hap E 
gory ; no good 2hing Pineſs, and by his power and 
vill he ® withhold providence our certain guard 
1 walk from danger: the everlaſting 
rel. Bec Gop will infallibly ſhew the 
wa kindeſt affection to his faith- 
ful worſhippers, and exalt 
them to the higheſt dignity: 
nothing that is fitting accept- 


nitted in; but of the condition of the Lazar: or vileſt per- 
ſons that were ſhut out, or only allowed to lie and beg 
mercy at the entrance. | | 

1 Withhold, an elegant figure of ſpeech. where more is 
intended than expreſied. Literally, he will not flop any 
food that is approaching them. He will be ſo far from re- 
erding the progreſs, that he will urge forward, give the 
ſwiſteſt wings, or quickeſt diſpatch to all ingredients of 
earthly happineſs for men of integrity. 


Vor. III. Cc * 


* 


386 A PARAPHRASE 0n the 


SecT, 86. able and beneficial, or that. 
F can conſtitute true and laſting 
felicity, will he refuſe to or de- 
tain from them, who pay 
him rational and unfeigned 
homage; and in all reſpects 
act up to the rules of an in- 
1 integrity. 
Truly bleſſed and com- ; — ou a 
letely happy, Almighty and boſts, bleſſed i the 
1 Gop, ps wiſe {ce — 
and — — man, who in the 
obedience of thy laws 
— thy never failing re- 
gard and protection. 


wn us ce ww. 


PSALM LXXXV. 


Peculiar national favours acknowledged. Further 
meercies implored. Expefations grounded on the 
divine goodneſs and faithfulneſs, of proſperity 
and the moſt diſtinguiſhing bleſſings. A pjalm 

or bymn directed to the maſter of muſick to le 
performed by the poſterity of Korah. The oc: God 

on is ſuppoſed to be the reftoration of the Jews don, 


* the Babyloniſh captivity. — 
PSALM bexxv. I. Ps ALM Ixxxv. 1. 
SecT. 62. OST gracious and 3 
— ever- bleſſed Go p, thou J—.11e unto thy 


PsALM haſt ſhewed favour and mercy land: thou hak 


. unto thy own dear country: brought back the A 
thou haſt repaired the ruined captivity of Jacob. Rc 
fortunes, reverſed the heavy ; 
calamities and ſufferings of the 
exiled deſcendants of Jacob, 1 


and 
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and reſtored them to the land SSt. 62. 
thou promiſedſt to their fore. 


fathers. rar 


Ixxxv. 1. 


2. Thou haſt ? Thou haſt in a great mea- 2 
forgiven the iniquity 


ſure cauſed the puniſhments 
of thy people, thou : 
haſt covered all their and miſchiefs brought upon 
in. Selah. thy people for their iniquities 
to ceaſe; thou haſt pardoned, 
and buried in everlaſting 
oblivion all their numberlefs 
errors and tranſgreſſions. 

3. Thou haſttaken As it were collecting them, 3 
* 3 ep thou at once haſt removed to 
if from the fierce- the greateſt diſtance all thy 
neſs of thine anger. deſolating providences: thou 

haſt turned them that threat- 
ened, into a quite different 
direction; or made the moſt 
grievous and inſupportable 
of them wholly to ceaſe, as 
if they were diſannulled or 
had never exiſted. 

4. Turn us, O Good Gop, who haſt mer- 4 
God we _—— cifully free'd us from a moſt 
— 1s us to Salling yoke of tedious cap- 
Ws." tivity, reſtore us in all re- 
ſpects to our former happy 
ſtate: and ſo entirely aboliſh 
all reſentment, that not the 
leaſt mark or ſign thereof 
„ mi remain. 

5. Wilt thou be Whatever the offences have 5 


angry with us for | n 
8 been that thou haſt ſeen juſt 


. Cc 2 reaſon 


® Literally, thou haſt lifted up, bore and carried axvay 
the iniquity, in alluſion probably to the ſcape gear. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


- Secr. 62. reaſon to puniſh, is it poſſible 


— 
PsALMu 


thou ſhouldſt always give 
tokens of thy diſpleaſure? 


" Wilt thou continue to all ge- 
.nerations calamities, . which 


are expreſſive of an inexorable 
wrath; and that tend to our 
deſtruction ? | 

After our humiliation to 
the very duſt, wilt thou not 
in mercy reſtore us to freſh 


life and vigour ; that thy peo- 


ple may congratulate them- 
ſelves upon their peculiar re- 
lation to thee, and celebrate 
thy loving-kindneſs? 

Infinitely good Gop, make 
us inſtances to our entire 
ſatisfaction, of thy extraor- 
dinary clemency and bene- 
ficence; and graciouſly fi- 
tuate us in comfortable and 
proſperous circumſtances. 

I am ſolicitous to be ac- 
quainted what a moſt con- 
deſcending and compaſſionate 
Gop and Father will declare 
concerning us; or what is 
fairly deducible from his per- 


fections and the relation he 


ſtands in to us: which will 
doubtleſs be peace and the 
aſſurance 


F draw out thine 
anger to all gene · 
rations ? 


6. Wilt thou not 
revive us again; that 
thy people may re- 
Joice in thee? 


7. Shew us thy 
mercy, O Loxy, 
and grant us thy 
ſalvation. 


8. I will hear 
what God the Loa 
will ſpeak: for he 
will ſpeak peace un- 
to his people, and to 
his ſaints: but let 
them not turn again 
to folly. 


$ Draw, figurative expreſſion taken from the bands ot 
traces in which cattle are yoked : thus it is remarked on, 
Fob xxxviii. 31. That winter ſeems drawing the flowers, 
verdure and all the bounties and pleaſures of ſpring and 


ſummer to deſtruction. 
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aſſurance of all happineſs to Szcr. 62. 
his beloved people, and to > 


all good and pious men : up- N 


9. Surely his ſal- 
vation is nigh them 
that fear him; that 


glory may dwell in 


our land. 


10. Mercy and 
truth are met to- 
gether; righteouſ- 
neſs and peace have 
kiſſed each other. 


11. Truth ſhall 
ſpring out of the 
earth; and righ- 

teouſneſs 


on this eaſy and reaſonable 
condition, that notwithſtand- 
ing they have too often done 


it, they never more do re- 


lapſe; or are again charge- 
able with fooliſnneſs, impiety 
and wickedneſs. 


It may be fully depended g 


on, that their hopes are not 
in vain, but his time of com- 
plete deliverance is every 
day and hour coming nearer 
and nearer them that maintain 
a religious virtuous charac- 
ter; that wealth and power 
dignity and authority, may 
again take up their reſidence 
1n our late abandoned and de- 
ſolate now reſtored and hap- 
py land. | 


The performance of pro- 10 


miſes or grant of all favours 
on Gop's part will be pro- 
portionable to the qualifica- 
tion on ours: his mercy will 
be conformable to the degrees 
of our truth and fidelity; and 
righteouſneſs in our courſes, 
be infallibly anſwered with 
regard and felicity in his 
diſpenſations. 


A general reformation ſhall 1 


prevail, and the ſincerity of 
Cc 3 virtue 


390 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sxor. 62. virtue grow in the proper teouſneſs ſhall look 
F ſoil of good hearts to daily down from heaven, 
SALM * 
Uurxv. 11. greater ſtrength and perfec- 
tion; and the divine benigni- 
ty, like the ſhining ſun, ſhall 
ed its influences on all the 
productions of the earth, 
whoſe fertility ſhall ſhew the 
truth and reality of Gop's 
promiſed bleſſing. 
12 Yea, the all- powerful and K eee = 
moſt bountiful Gop ſhall nige elt | 


is good: and our 
vouchſafe a regular and honeſt land ſhall yield her ; 


induſtry every thing that is increaſe, ; 

truly beneficial or deſirable : 

and in the moſt agreeable Ps 

» pleaſing manner our land ſhall B 

produce an abundant ſuſten- f 

ance both for man and beaſt. — 
13 We ſhall walk before him 13. Righteouſnels 

in the ſincerity of our obe- _ 1 

dience; and this will place the way of his fteps, 

us in the good way where he 

makes the moſt ample and 

liberal returns of mercy and 

favour: or univerſal righ- 

teouſneſs is falling in with „ 2. 

the courſe of providence, and » 


proceeding in that very path 
which he himſelf 1s pleaſed ro trulte 
walk in and to ſtrew with 

bleſſings. N 
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PSALM LXXXVI. SECT. LXII. 


Peculiar neceſſity, entire confidence and conſtant. 
ſupplication, with the divine everlaſting good- 
neſs, pathetically urged in order to procure fa- 
vour and mercy. The Almighty Being ſupreme 
and unrivalled in all perfection. To be acknow- 
ledged and obeyed by all nations for his wondrous 
works. His ſacred teaching requeſted. Grati- 

tude expreſſed. Protection and compaſſion earneſt - 

. by implored. An affectionate arbitrating addreſs, 
or pleading tender ſupplication of David: as is 
ſuppoſed, when he was under affliction and per- 
ſecution, either frem Saul or Abſalom. 


PSALM Ixxxvi. 1.  Psar Mm Ixxxvi. 1. 


2 Thou ſupremely great Szcr. 63. 
hear me: for I = and good Being, in Psalm 
poor and needy. whoſe juſt eſtimate innocent ini. 1. 

affliction is a powerful re- 
commendation and virtuous 
miſery truly ſacred; now lend 
a kind ear and vouchſafe a 
moſt gracious anſwer to me, 
for I am extremely neceſ- 
ſitous and diſtreſſed. 

2. Preſerve My Protect and bleſs me, O2 


ble, for Ian holy: thou Gop of Vrael, for I am 
>> 7 me Ae of the number of thoſe cir- 
trulteth in thee, cumciſed deſcendants of faith- 
| ful Abraham, who worſhip 

and ſerve thee, and whom 

thou haſt promiſed to have 

under thy eſpecial protection; 

I call upon thee as my Gop, 

and beſeech thee to preſerve 


Cc 4 thy 
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392 
Ster. 64 


A PARAPHRASE en the 


thy ſervant who is devoted 


wt thy fear and truſteth in 


Ps8ALM 
Ixxxvi. 2. 


thy truth and faithfulneſs. 
Deny ' me not thy regard 


and effectual ſuccour, O thou 


only foundation of all exiſt- 
ence and happineſs: for [ 
am conſtant and moſt impor- 


tunate with thee for obtaining 


them. 


4 By thy kind aſſiſtance pro- 


duce peace and joy in the 
reſtleſs troubled heart of thy 
faithful ſervant: for all my 
hopes rely on the ſupport of 


thy power and providence. 


5 And notwithſtanding my 


own unworthineſs, I am en- 
couraged to do this from thy 
unparalleled goodneſs and 
experienced mercy: thou art, 
I am an inftance and it will 
always be uppermoſt in my 
thoughts, moſt ready and 
willing to pity ſpare and 
pardon, all who implore thy 
compaſſion and favour. 


6 In this particular extremi- 


ty, ever · bleſſed Gop, vouch- 


ſafe my moſt zealous plead- 


ings a kind acceptance: ſuffer 
not a word to be Joſt nor 
return unregarded, of my 
affectionate tender requeſt for 
thy ſpeedy fuccour. 


I cannot 


3. Be merciful 
unto me, O Loxp: 


for I cry unto thee 
daily. | 


4. Rejoice the 
ſoul of thy ſervant: 
for unto thee, O 
Lonxp, do I lift up 
up my ſoul. 


5. For thou, Lord, 
art good and ready 
to forgive: and 
plenteous in mercy 
unto all them that 
call upon thee, 


6. Give ear, O 
Logp, unto my 
prayer: and attend 
to the voice of my 
ſupplication. 


7. In the day of 
trouble I will call 
upon thee: for thou 
wilt anſwer me. 


8. Among the 
gods there is none 
like unto thee, O 
LokrÞD ; neither are 
there any works like 
unto thy works. 


9. All nations 
whom thou haft 
made, ſhall come 
and worſhip before 
thee, O Lord: and 
mall glorify thy 
name. 


D 


diſmal day when inſuperable 
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I cannot but, in the gloomy Secr. 64. 


— 


Ps ALM 


difficulties ſurround me, ad- Irxxxi. 7. 


dreſs thee as the eſpecial op- 
portunity for thy power to 
be ſignalized and thy promiſe 
performed: and it being a- 
greeable to thy declarations 
and uſual proceedings, do aſ- 
ſure myſelf that thou wilt ſea- 
ſonably and effectually anſwer. 


In this and all other re- 8 


ſpects I eſteem myſelf to 
be honourably diſtinguiſhed 
from all abſurd worſhippers 
of falſe gods: thoſe works of 
men's hands cannot afford 
relief, they muſt not enter 
the liſts with thee the ſupreme 
Being : neither have deified 
heroes, the greateſt —_— 
powers, nor even angelic 
hoſts, ever been able to exhibit 
ſuch amazing proofs of un- 
doubted excellence and ſove- 
reign authority as thou haſt 
done, | 


From duly attending to 9 


them, ſurely the time ſhall 
come, Great LoR D of the 
univerſe, when all nations, 
alike thy production, ſhall 
forſaking theſe vanities, in 


rites of homage and acts of 


obedience, confeſs thy name 


and aſcribe to it all poſſible 
praiſes, This 


394 
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PSALM 


Ixxxvi. 10. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


This is no more than their 
indiſpenſable duty, for. thou 
art ineſtimably good, in the 
higheſt degree great, and with 
infinite eaſe performeſt what 
is aſtoniſhing and unfathom- 
able by a ſkill, and impracti- 
cable by. a power leſs than 
thy own: thou indeed art 


Gop to all purpoſes and ex- 


cluſive of all pretenders. 
Gop of all wiſdom inſtruct 

me fully in that right courſe 

of virtuous obedience which 


leads to perfection and hap- 


pineſs; it is my great deſire 
to be acquainted with, and 
eſtabliſned in the regard of 
moral truth and righteouſ- 
neſs: engage the very bottom 
of my heart and my whole 
ſoul, to do honour to thy 
name, keep thy laws; and 
with the utmoſt ſolicitude of 
a true ſincerity avoid ever 
offending thee. | 


12 On account of this moſt 


13 


important of all favours, moſt 
gracious Gop, I will expreſs 
in the higheſt ſtrains my un- 
feigned gratitude: and ſo 
long as I can reflect or think 
will celebrate thy bounty and 
goodnels. 

I can never forget it, nor 
reckon that I can be ſufficient- 


ly 


10. For thou ar- 
great, and doeſt 
wondrous things: 


thou art God alone. 


11. Teach me thy 
way, O Lob, I 
will walk in thy 
truth: unite my 
heart to fear thy 
name. 


12. I will praiſe 
thee, O Loxb my 
God with all my 
heart: and I will 


| glorify thy name 


for ever more. 


o 


13. For great i. 
thy mercy toward 
me: and thou haſt 

delivered 


Book of PSALMS. 
ly thankful for thy unſpeak- Sgr. 64. 
y y unipea lng, 


delivered my ſoul 
from the P loweſt 
hell. 


14. O God, the 
proud are riſen a- 
gainſt me, and the 
aſſemblies of violent 
men have ſought 
after my ſoul, and 
have not ſet thee be- 
fore them. 


15. But thou, O 
Lorp, art a God 
full of compaſſion, 
and gracious: long 
ſuffering, and plen- 
teous in mercy and 
truth, 


able mercy, in not cutting 


me off in my ſins; nor afſign- 


ing me, as I truly deſerved, 
a place and portion with wick - 
ed fouls in the moſt diſmal 
part of the ſeparate ſtate. 


At this preſent time, I am 14 


in the utmoſt need of thy 
ſpecial regard, for the impe- 
rious and arrogant ſtand up 
to oppoſe me: aſſemblies of 
formidable terrible men, are 


ſeeking occaſions and pre- 


rexts to kill me: neither have 
they any thing of religious 
reſtraint to prevent it, for 
they have not the leaſt regard 
to thee, nor to thy laws of 
equity or mercy. | 


Under this and all other 15 


affliction, it 18 my only ſup- 
port, that thou all preſiding 
Deity, art a ſovereign whoſe 
nature inclines thee to the 
tendereſt compaſſion, who de- 
lights to ſhew favour: long 
deferreſt the moſt juſt reſent- 
ment, and multiplieſt in- 
ſtances of an amazing bene- 
ficence, ſteady truth, and 
inviolable faithfulneſs. 

O return 


P Loweſt hell, Hammond interprets ay, of dangers — 
Peters more probably, [underſtanding the whole pſalm as 
the language of a ſincere penitent, who has experienced 
the divine mercy in the forgiveneſs of his fins] of the lber 
or inferior ſheol, or the place of hel the common receptacle 
of ſouls, deſtined to bad ones. Crit. DiF7. p. 358. 
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Ps LM 


Eri. 16. 


17 


A PARAPHRASE. on the 


O return with the kindeſt 
aſpect of thy good providence, 
and deal graciouſly with me: 
inſpire him who is devoted 
to thy ſervice with renewed 
ſtrength and invincible vi- 
gour ; and preſerve him who 
is as abſolutely thy property, 
as a flave born of his bond- 
woman is that of his maſter. 

In what way is expedient, 
by ſome undeniable token in 
my favour, give full con- 


viction that thou art on my 


Srcr. 64. | HE ground, ſupport 
Cm or ſtrength of the di- 


Pearu vine conſtitution and go- 
Jews, is 
very obviouſly ſituated in the 
holy mountains upon which 


Jeru- 


lxxxvii. 1. 


ſide, to the diſappointment 
and confuſion of mine ene- 
mies: force them to acknow- 
ledge that it is unqueſtion- 


able, thou aſſiſteſt my weak- 


neſs and wipeſt up my tears. 


PSALM 


+ 16. O turn unto 


me, and have mercy 
upon me, give thy 
ſirength unto thy 
ſervant, and ſave 
the ſon of thine 
handmaid. 


17. Shew me a 
token for good, 
that they which hate 
me may ſee it, and 
be aſhamed: becauſe 
thou Lok b, haſt 
holpen me, and com- 
forted me. 


EXXXVII. 


The ground- Work ſtrength and magnificence of the 
city Jeruſalem. The place of divine reſidence ; 


and object of buman admiration. 
for eminent perſons born in it. 


Remarkable 


or fong to be performed by the deſcendants of 
Koran. : 


PS AL M Ixxxvil. 1. 


vernment of the 


PS ALM Ixxxvii. 1. 
IS foundation 
7s in the holy 

mountain. 


A pſalm, ode 
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Feruſalem and the templeSser. 64. 


ſtand. 3 


2. The Lox o From placing there ust 


loveth the 4 gates emblems of his preſence, it 2. 


of Sion, more than; X / Cold hos the AL 
all the dwellings of i very manifeſt that the 


Jacob. mighty preferreth worſhip 
offered him by large aſſem- 
blies in that particular por- 
tion of ſpace, before all other 
parts which are inhabited by 
the children of Iſrael. 

— — Advantages that render a3 
are 5 Polten of the, town truly reſpectable and 
ee men — as . — wealth 

and power with extraordina 
ging... are declared be- 
onging to thee; O thou city 
which. art peculiarly appro- 
priated to the true Gop, and 
moſt eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by his ſymbols reſiding within 
thy loſty towers. 

4. I will make Memorials of Egyptian 4 


mention of Rahab, : f 
8 chiefs and Babyloniſh perſo- 


them that know me: nages ſhall be tranſmitted, 
behold, Philiſtia, and and compared with principal 
Tyre with Ethiopia: men of Jewiſb extraction, 


3 was born greatly to the honour of the 


latter: it ſhall be remarked 
| of 


q By gates here ſome underſtand, houſes of learning or 
ſchools for education, with which Jer«/a/em is faid greatly 
to have abounded. : 

$ Mudge remarks, that as it was uſual at the foundation 
of cities, by auguries, or otherwiſe to obſerve the will of 
the Gods; ſo here the author ſays that God had pronoun- 
ced glorious things upon this riſing city. The abrupt be- 
ginning as he ſtyles it, of the firtt ver. he ſuppoles ſpoken 
immediately upon laying the firſt ſtone, 


. 398 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Secr. 64. of Philiſtia, Tyre and Arabia, 
LR that one or two very extra- 
SA , " up 
Ixxxvii. 4 01 dinary men took their birth 

x" Re. 


5 Whereas of Zion it ſhall 5. And of Sion 


be related to all poſterity, 
that it gave riſe to the moſt 
celebrated perſons and the 


of mankind, he ſhall fix a 
particular mark on the few 
worthies that this or that 
place gave birth to, and whoſe 
exalted merit raiſed them to 
an immortality of fame : the 
truly excellent from whatever 
quarter ſhall not be forgotten. 

In proportion as they have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves they 


ſhall moreover be celebrated; 


their enterprizes ſung and 


played to, and their heroick 


ſtant 


it ſhall be ſaid, this 
and that man was 
born in her: and 
the higheſt himſelf 


born there. Selah. 


7. As well the 


ſingers as the players 


on inſtruments all 


be there; all my 
ſprings are in thee. 


greateſt number of them; ſo | ſhall eſtabliſn her. 

that a citizen thereof ſhall be 
a title of diſtinction: and its ( 
nobleſt prerogatives are that 

the moſt high Gop was its 

original founder, and ever 

will be its certain and immo- 

vable ſupporter and guardian. 
6 When the great Logd of 6. The Loa p ſhall 

all ſhall. recite his ſacred re- ccunt when he writ 

| 4 eth up the people, : 

cords of all the generations 7 this man was P 


of 
virtue highly applauded : en 
eſpecially the eminent inha- th 
bitants of mount Zion, ſhall rn 
appear to have been a con- * 
K 
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ſtant ſucceſſion; the greateſt Secr. 64. 
numbers; and to have far 5 
exceeded all others, for obey- I; 
ing and adoring the Almighty — 
Being, as the fountain of all 
exiſtence perfection and hap- 


pineſs. 


pSALMLXXXVIII. S ECT. LXV. 


Complaint under heavy affliction. Its particular 
circumſtances deſcribed. Death and its terrors 
approaching, and all human conſolations flying, 
A pſalm or ode directed to the muſick maſter, 
to be performed by the deſcendants of Korah, 
upon wind-inſtruments and ſung to. The tune 
Maſchil or inſtruction of * Heman theEzrahite, 


Psa LM lxxxvii.s. PSALM lxxxviii. 1. 
Lorp God of Lmighty and Ever- S£cr. 65. 
my ſalvation, a”, 
I have cried day and h . — * 1 Ps ALM 
night before thee. WWW GENTETENCES ANG Legge ill. 2. 
all bleſſings proceed; with- 
out intermiſſion of day or 
night I have ſolicited thy 
regard, raiſed the loudeſt out- 


cries for immediate ſuccour. 


Let 


r Heman the Ezrabite and Ethan the Ezrahite were ſome - 
of the poſterity of Zerab, 1 Chron. ii. 6. a family that were 
eminent for wiſdom. And Biſhop Patrick ſeems to think, 
they compoſed hymns in their captivity where they were 
treated moſt cruelly and miſerably : the former probabl 
thrown into a dungeon or dark priſon. The Jew; 2. 
interprets this pſalm to be David's, delivered to the ſons of 
Korah to play on inſtruments, and the ſons of Heman to 
anſwer with their voices. 


A PaRAPHRASE on the 


Szcr. bs, Let my conſtant and 


moſt importunate ſupplica- 
tions meet with a gracious 
audience; make it appear 
in my relief, that my exerted 
vehement voice of a moſt 
miſerable lamentation is truly 
heard and anſwered. 

My affliftion grows beyond 
my utmoſt ſtrength to en- 
dure; and my life touches 
upon the confines of a ſepa- 
rate ſtate, and ſeems entered 
on that unknown but endleſs 
being. * 
4 The matter is ſettled, 
moſt people think, and my 
caſe deſperate; ſo that they 
conſider me in the light of 
one who has taken leave of 
every thing in this world, and 
is going down apace into 
the ſilent grave: I am pro- 
perly compared to a man 
who has not ſtrength lefr 
either to ſuſtain or remove 


the burden he groans under; 


nor any one that is able and 
willing to aſſiſt him. 


Diſcharged from all ſublu- 
nary affairs, and unconnected 
with 


5 


2. Let my prayer 
come before thee: 
incline mine ear unto 
my cry. 


3. For my ſoul is 
full of troubles: and 
my life draweth nigh 
unto the grave: 


4. I am counted 
with them that go 
down into the pit: I 
am as a man that 
hath no ſtrength. 


5. * Free among 
the dead, like the 
flain that lie in the 

grave, 


Free or let looſe among the Rephaim, giants of un- 
certain Original, or wicked great who periſhed at the de- 
luge. The latter clauſe of the foregoing ver. Mudge ren- 
ders, I am become as a man that hath no ſubſtance, i. e. meer 
ſhadow without ſolidity, ſuch as the dead are deſcribed. 


Book of PSALMsS. 


grave, whom thou re- 


membereſt no more: 


and they are cut off 


from thy hand. 


6. Thou haſt laid 
me in the loweſt pit, 
in darkneſs, in the 
deeps. 


»./Thy wrath lieth | 


hard upon me, and 
thou haſt afflicted 
me with all thy 
waves, Selah. 


$. Thou haſt put 
way mine acquaint- 
ance far from me: 
thou 


Vo I. HI. 


with all perſons but thoſe 
who have departed this life; 
like the ſlain in battle whoſe 
dead bodies reſt in their ſe- 
— whom thou no 
onger retaineſt in the regiſter 
of the living, or who are 
wholly eraſed from the book 
of life: and they are removed 
from thine earthly dominion 
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Ixxxviii. 3. 


and providential government, 


in the manner that living 
men receive good or evil at 
thy hand, to be either diſtreſ- 
ſed or proſpered. 


Thou haſt ſeparated and 6 


determined me to the nether- 
moſt dungeon, the dry pit 
or grave of thoſe who are 
under ground; to utter pri- 
vacy oblivion and obſcurity, 
even to the bottom of the 
deepeſt pit or moſt dark 


dungeon. | 
Thy dreadful hot diſplea- 7 


ſure preſſeth hard upon me; 
and thou haſt afflicted and 


diſtreſſed me with ſuch a 


ſucceſſion of calamities, as if 

I had been daſhed and broken 

with the utmoſt violence of 
high- flowing waves or moun- 
tainous billows. 


As to any ſuccour and 8 


aſſiſtance, my former ac- 
quaintance are by the reverſe 
D d | in 
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SALM 


lxxxviii. 8. 


A. PARAPHRASE 
in my circumſtances removed 
to the - greateſt diſtance and 
ſhyneſs of behaviour : on; this 
— an idol or leper 


they have me in the greateſt 


abhorrence: I am in a moſt 
unnatural and diſagreeable 


ſtate of confinement, that it 
is not in my power by any 


means to depart from it, nor 
recover my liberty. 


9 Mine eyes wear a moſt 


10 


mournful languiſhing aſpect, 
and are ready to fail me by 
reaſon of the extremity of 

my afffiction and miſery: all 
the day long, O Lok p, I 


have raiſed the loudeſt out- 


cries to thee for help: in the 
moſt devout and ardent ſup- 


plications I have ſpread out 


my. hands before thee. 
Wherefore ſhouldeſt thou 

defer it till I ſhall be no 

more? Is there any poſthu- 


on the 


thou haſt made me 
an abomination unto 
them: Jam q ſhut up, 
and I cannot come 
forth. 


9. Mine eye mourn- 


eth by reaſon of af- 
fliction; Lox, I 


have called daily 
upon thee, I have 


ſtretched out m 


hands unto thee. 


10, Wilt thou 
ſhew wonders to the 
dead ? ſhall the dead 
riſe and praiſe thee? 


mous aſſiſtance to be expect- Selah. 


ed? Wilt thou exert a kind 
of creative miraculous power 


to raiſe a perſon from the | 


dead? Shall the Repbaim the 
ancient giants or the wicked 


who periſhed at the flood, 


ever er a reſurrection to 


happi- 


5 An allaßon probably to perſons conſined for leproſy, 
* rendered them ſubjects of abomination, to their 


err, 


ſo 


Ys 


Book of PSALMS: 


11. Shall thy 
loving kindneſs be 
declared in the 
| rg or thy faith- 
ulneſs in deftruc- 
tion, 


12. Shall thy won- 
ders be known in 
the dark? and thy 
righteouſneſs in the 
land of forgetfulneſs. 


13. But unto thee 
have I cried, O 
Eokp, and in the 


morning ſhall my 


prayer prevent thee. 


14. Loxp, why 
caſteſt thou off my 
ſoul? avhy hidelt 
thou thy face from 
me, 


happineſs; and to praife thee Szcr. 65. 
that thou haft Tooſed their w—= 
adamantine chains ? 


Is the ſilent grave a place 


where 


thy extraordinary 


3oodneſs and mercy can be 

itably celebrated? or thy 
truth and faithfulneſs, in a 
fitnation of nothing but ruin 


and deſtruction. 


403 


PsaLM 
Ixxxviii, 
10, 11. 


Can the aftoniſhing dit. 12 
plays of thy wiſdom and 


Omnipotence be rendered 


illuſtrious and glorious in 
the total darkneſs of a gloomy 
mee and thy equity and 
Dounty openly acknowledged 
m a land, where the memory 
ceaſes, obligations no longer 
bind, but all relations and con- 
nections are wholly diſſolved 
ant but ĩied in entire oblivion. 

But I have cried to thee, 13 
O my God and Father, for 
help” in the greateſt diſtreſs; 
and at the eatlieft dawn of | 
morning ſhall my moſt zea- 


OS 


tous pleadings and pathetick 
fupplications, meet thee to im- 
plore thy favour and mercy. 
Why, moſt gracious Loxp 14 
and maker, doſt thou reject 
me and all I can offer in my 
own behalf as offenſive and 
deteſtable ? on what account, 
as hiding thy face from and 


Dd2 


_ unwilling 
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404 A Par APHRASE on the 


SecT. 65. unwilling to ſee me, doſt 
— thou not ſhew me the leaſt 
SALM - 
Ixxxviii. regard ? LS: | 
14 1; My condition is extremely 
diſtreſsful and melancholy : 
the hurry and tumult agita- 
tion and confuſion of my 
thoughts are like the agonies 
of diſſolution : and ſuch truly 


are the terrors I endure, or 


the dangers I have to en- 

counter as non plus all my 
wits, and leave me in the ut- 
moſt uncertainty what to do, 
or which way to take. 

16 Thy viſible dreadful diſ- 
pleaſure, in a ſeries of the 
heavieſt calamities, like a 
violent inundation over- 
whelmeth me: the horrours 

which have transfixed my 
heart, in the moſt miſerable 
manner deſtroy me. 

17 As roaring torrents of a 
general deluge, they con- 
tinually attack and ſurround 
me: I am ſo hemmed in and 
bound up with complicated 
diſtreſſes as drives me to the 
greateſt extremities: there is 
no way to eſcape, and I am 

not able to conflict with them. 


Theſe 


15. I am afflicted 
and ready to die 
from my t youth up: 
while I ſuffer thy 


terrors I am diſ- 
trated. 


16. Thy fierce 
wrath goeth over 
me thy terrors have 
cut me off. 


17. They came 


round about me 
daily like water, 


they compaſſed me 


about together. 


t y Sometimes ſignifies youth from the various mo- 
tions and toſſings of that active ſtate; but here moſt na- 


turally, agitations foſiings and hurry. 


| Bock of Ps A L 1 s. | 405 


: 18. Lover and Theſe deplorable circum- SECT. 59. 
friend haſt thou put ſtances have moreover eraſeed 


far from me, an . P PsALM 
mine acquaintance all ſentiments of Pity. or hu- Ixxxviii, 
into u darkneſs. manity from the minds of 65. 


my profeſſed friends, neareſt 
neighbours or deareſt kind- 
red: my moſt intimate ac- 
quaintance care not to come 
near, hide themſelves from 
ſeeing me. 


PSALM LEXXXIX. SECT. LXVI. 


God's goodneſs and faithfulneſs celebrated. His 
covenant with David reſpecting himſelf , the 
ſucceſſion of the Iſraelitiſn kingdom in his line, 
with the extraordinary advantages derived from 
it. The moſt exalted homage due to God: as 
ſupreme, unrivalled, and omnipotent; the un- 
controlled ruler and univerſal Creator, as 
moſt juſt and true. The happineſs of ſub- 
jection and religious obedience, Ver. 1—19. 
To be ſet to the tune Maſchil or an inſtructive 
ſong of Ethan the Ezrahite. The occaſion 
ſome national afflittion, and probably the Baby- 
loniſh captivity. , | 


Ps ALM Ixxxix. 1. PS ALM Ixxxix. 1. 
| Baku ſing of the 17 H pleaſure atten- Sgcr. 66. 
mercies of the 


tion and the higheſt 
2 1 = * . — P * 
ay wean! admiration, 1 will for eve 1a 1 


make Dd 3 celebrate, 


u Literally, an obſcure dark place, lurking hole, or hiding 
place to my acquaintance, 1. e. they ſkulked and hid them- 
ſelves, leſt he ſhould ſee them, requeſt their help or im- 
plore their pity. Es 

v Though Heman and Ethan, Chalcol and Dardaare men- 
tioned as eminent perſons for learning, 1 Kings iv. 30. — 
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APARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 66. celebrate, in the moſt devout make known thy 


and thankful fongs, the ex- 
1. traordinar 0 fayours and mer- 
' cies, which a moſt beneficent 
os hath vouchſafed us: 
with proper expreſſive ac- 


' knowled ments thereof, I 


2 


will decſare the faithfulneſs 


of thy promiſes ; or the cer- 
tainty of their performance, 


to all the future ſucceſſive 
generations of mankind. ws 
For I have always ſaid and 


am fully perſuaded, that what- 
ever has the ſolid foundation 
of thine unchangeable kind- 
neſs and benevolence to rely 
upon, like the ſtrongeſt build- 
ing, raiſed in the moſt re- 
gular manner and firmly con- 


ſtructed, ſhall improve and 


be eſtabliſhed throughout all 
ages: the ſanction of thy 
truth and faithfulneſs is abun- 
dant confirmation, that it ſhall 
riſe and ſhine in ſtrength and 
magnificence, to the high- 
eſt elevation of the ſtarry 


_ heavens. 


3 


The following expreſs de- 
claration 1s a pregnant ſtand- 
ing inſtance —I have, faith 

the 


faithfulneſs to all 


. 


2. For * I have 
ſaid, mercy ſhall be 
built up for ever: 
thy faithfulneſs ſhalt 


thou eſtabliſh in the 


very heavens. 


3. I have made 2 
covenant with my 
choſen, I have ſworn 
unto David my ſer- 
vant. 


yet Maſchil of Heman and Maſchil of Ethan ſeem moſt pro- 


bably reſolved into the name of tunes. 


x bave ſaid, is ſuppoſed by ſome to belong to the Al- 


mighty not to the pſalmiſt. 


Book of PSALMS, 40% 
the moſt high God, freely Szcr. 66. 
beſtowed and moſt fotemnly — 
aſſured, a grant of favour to 14 


"000 


4. Thy ſeed will 
I eſtabliſh for ever, 
and build up thy 
throne to all gene- 
rations, Selah. 


5. And the hea- 
vens ſhall praiſe thy 
wonders, O Los: 
thy faithfulneſs alſo 
in the congregation 
of the ſaints, 


6. For who in the 
heaven can be com- 
pared untothe Lord? 
*who among the ſons 


ef the mighty can 
| be 


him whom I have ſelected 
from among mankind, as the 
choiceſt and the beſt; I have 


obliged myſelf by oath or ad- 
Juration truly to perform it, 


unto David my profeſſed 
worſhipper and faithful ſer- 
vant. 

Thine off- ſpri 
poſterity have ſettled fo ſuc- 
ceed thee in power and domi- 
nion; and will maintain to them 
the opulence and honour of 


thine enlarged and truly 


r illuſtrious throne, from fa- 


ther to ſon in the ſame line, 
throughout all generations. 
It ſhall infallibly be done, 


neither will I ever revoke it. 


XXXIx. 3. 


ngto the lateft 4 


And whatever wonders of 5 


power are expedient to ac- 
compliſh this promiſe, ſhall 
certainly be performed to the 
admiration of the heavens, 
and all the 
thy faithfulneſs ſhall alſo be ce- 
lebrated in the largeſt aſſem- 
blies of men devoted to thy 
fear and ſervice, 


powers therein : 


For who from among the $ 


heavenly intelligences can 
rank in ſtate with, or equal 
in perfection to the Immenſt 

Dd4 Jz#0- 


* 
*-. * 


408 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sgr. 66 JEHovan? Who from their 
S—— aſſemblies, much leſs out of 


dig 6 the families of the greateſt 


be likened unto the 
Loxbp? 


No thoſe Gops below, 


will conteſt it for pre-emi- 


nence with the Immutable 
and Eternal Deity? 


7 The tremendous majeſty 


of the moſt high Gor, is not 


7, God is greatly 
to be feated in the 
aſſembly of the 


to be appraached without the ſaints: and to be 
profoundeſt reverence, by the had in reverence 

. ſolemn aſſemblies of the holy of all % chat are 
and righteous: and an awful bout bim. 
diſtance obſerved, with the 

- loweſt ſubmiſſion and vene- 

ration in them that miniſter 

at his altar, or ſtand waiting 

in his preſence to perform 
his pleaſure. | 

8 O thou amazing Being 8. O Lonp Goc 


who preſides over this earth 
and marſhalleſt the hoſts of 
heaven, who can conteſt it 
with thy Omnipotence? or 


et them into the MT "+ 


of hoſts, who 1 a 
ſtrong Lorp like 
unto thee ? or to thy 
faithfulneſs round a- 
bout thee ? 


compare to thy faithfulneſs 
to thy promiſes which is moſt 
ſacred and inviolable. | 
9 With a ſovereign autho- 9. Thouruleſtthe f 
rity, as thine abſolute ſlaves * 1 
thou commandeſt the proud thereof ariſe, thou 5 
eſt billows of the moſt boiſte- ſtillat them. B 
rous ſea: when they ſwell a 
foam and roar, and are ready ; 
to overflow their banks, thou g 
gently ſootheſt orſharply chid- v 


5 vo op ow 


broken. Rahab in 


Book of PSALMS. 
10. Thou haſt 


pv as one that 
4. = haſt thou cruſhed and de- 
mies with thy ſtrong moliſhed the haughty Pha- 
arm. | raob and his whole Egyptian 
hoſt : thy invincible power 
hath quickly diſperſed thine 


enemies. | 


11. The heavens 
are thine, the earth trious heavens are thy ob- 


al ſo zs thine: as for. . ; ; 
er ſequious ſubjects: the ſolid 


fulneſs thereof, thou 


on thee: the whole habitable 
creation, and all that multi- 
plicity and amazing variety 
of productions wherewith it 
is repleniſhed, owe tv thee 
its original ground-work and 
ſtability, with all their ſtrength 
and vigour. 
12. Gow . 
1 everywhere viſible effects of 


and thy 
2 The Egyptian monarch could not ſo properly be (aid 


to be broken in pieces as one that is ſlain, for he actually was 
that one who was flain or drowned ; but the words may 
be rendered, as 4 ſwords-man, hero or ſoldier, thou haſt 
broken, &c. See Kennicot Dill. on 1 Chron. xi. &c. p. 109. 
But Mudge explains, thou trodeſt under foot the pride of 
the Egyptian crocodile, with as much eaſe as one treads 
upon the carcaſe of a man ſlaghtered in the field of battle: 

« Fulneſs, ſigniſies the multitude collection or great con · 
gregation of inhabitants, deſtitute whereof the earth or 
world would be reckoned empty. 

d South, literally right hand, becauſe when they looked 
eaſt, which Jews reckoned themielves obliged to do when 
they pray ed, the ſouth was on that hand. 'Thus the two op- 


polite 


The magnificent and illuſ- 11 


earth is hkewiſe thy forma- 
haſt founded them. tion and entirely dependant 


From north to ſouth are 12 


409 


Like a complete ſwordſ. Szcr. 66. 
man his unſkilled or feeble = — 
F 0 * . . * SAL 
antagoniſt, with infinite eaſe 1 xix. 


0. 


410 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sect. 66. thy amazing Omnipotence; and Hermon - ſhall 


from eaſt to weſt all things *49ice in thy name. 
uma a derive from thee their virtue 's 


and glory; and ſhall unite 
their loudeſt voice to cele- {| 
brate thy praiſes. — > 
13 There is the utmoſt match- 13. Thou haſt a 


leſs force belonging to thy mißbe arm: frong 


; : : is thy hand, and hi 
power: its efficiency is ſo full of ib thy right — 


vigour as certainly to prevail: 
and its determined reſolute 
agency cannot but iſſue in 
whatever pleaſes thee of con- 
queſt and triumph. | 

14 Nevertheleſs a moral recti- 14. Juſtice and 
tude conducts all thine exer- _—_— = = 
tions and adminiſtrations; — 1 No. 
an impartial equity is the im- truth ſhall go before 
moveable foundation of thy thy face. 
throne of ſupremacy: and 
wherever thy providence ap- 
pears in a manner that is moſt 
acceptable to thyſelf, there 
diſplays of faithfulneſs and 
the greateſt goodneſs are cer- 
tain to meet us; to direct the 
proceeding and always lead 
the way. | 

15 In the true way of life and 
happineſs is that 


15. Bleſſed 5s the 


the e joyful ſound: 


grateful they 


poſite mountains Tabor and Hermon muſt be interpreted 
eaſt and weſt. Univer/. Hiſt. Vol. II. p. 401. Muage 


renders, Tabor and Hermon ſituated in the weſt and eat 
owe all their pride and bloom to thy hand. 


e Joyful ſound, the word ſignifies any unuſual out or | 


loud found, for joy, Pſal. xxvii. 6. as at vineyard * 
| "i 


abedient people that know * 


Back of PSALMS. 


they ſhall walk, O 
Lord, in the light 
of thy countenance. 


16. In thy name 
ſhall they rejoice all 
the day : and in thy 
righteouſneſs ſhall 
they be exalted. 


A 


17. For thou art 
the glory of their 
ſtrength: and in thy 
favour our horn ſhall 
be exalted, 


grateful people, who in the 
ſolemnities of divine worſhip 
properly and acceptably com- 
memorate Gop's favours and 
bleſſings: they will be care- 


ful regularly to obſerve all 


thy precepts, and they cannot 
fail, moſt bountiful Lozo, 
of enjoying thy perpetual 
conduct, and the perfection 
of felicity. 

Under thy protection, and 
in contemplating thy works 
and ways they ſhall ſee occa- 
ſion to be ever chearful plea- 
ſed and joy ful: and in rely ing 
upon thy truth and goodneſs 
experience that they are pro- 
moting their own advantage, 
greateſt power and higheſt 
dignity. 

For whatever they can pre- 
tend toof ſtrength, firmnels or 
prevalence thou haſt accom- 
modated and adorned them 
with: and if we can only 
conciliate thy kind accept- 
ance and favourable regard, 
it follows of courſe that we 
ſhall riſe to importance ho- 
nour and independency. 

For, 


Jai. xvi. 10. for an engagement or victory; blowing of 
trumpets on ſolemn occaſions, Lev. xxiii. 24. and here 
probably ſacred publick feſtivals to congratulate extraordi- 
nary favours of providence. Ca/ie/lio renders, happy is the 
Feeple that knows how to praiſe and celebrate thee. 


411 
Sgr. 66. 
— 
Ps ALM 
Ixxxix. 15. 


16 


17 
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Sgr. 66. 


— mn 
Ps ATM 
Ixxxix. 18. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
For, entirely from the pro- 18. For the Los 


vidence and gracious in- i our defence: and 
fluence of the ſupreme Being 
upon our deſigns and endea- 


the 4 holy- one of 
Iſrael is our king. 


vours, proceeds our aſſur- 


Sect. 67. 
—ů —— 


Ps AL u 
Ixxxix. 19. 


ance of being guarded and 
ſecured from all enemies and 
dangers: and from the ap- 
pointment unction or de- 
ſignation by the holy one of 
Jrael, of him to that office, 
we receive our monarch-or 
ruler who is as his vicegerent 
to protect and defend us. 


eu. 


A prophetick viſion concerning David, or an extra- 


ordinary deęſignation of bim to royalty. His 
qualifications. The divine eſtabliſhment and 
protection of him. The deſtruction of his ene- 
mies. The enlargement of his territories. His 
ſupport under difficulties. His exalted dignity. 
The perpetuity of bleſſings to his deſcendants. 
If they degenerated their correction: yet the per- 


| formance of God's promiſes certain. Preſent 


diſpenſations ſeemingly repugnant to thoſe pro- 
miſes : and publick affairs in a moſt calamitous 
fate. Expoſtulations, and earneſt prayers for 
a change in them. Doxology, 


PS AL M Ixxxix. 19. PS ATM Ixxxix. 19. 


FTHENCEaonce more hen thou ſpak- 


thou wut pleaſed to m 2 


enter ſaidſt, 


4 Holy one, whether the prophet Samuel is not meant, 


who though he was not ſtrictly ſpeaking a king yet was 


gover 5 


| Back of PSAL MS. | 413 
ſaidſt, I have laid enter into peculiar engage- SEcT. 67. 


dr e eve 71a? ments for the protection of = | 
14% 5% ee ople, then thou de- ir 
exalted one choſen y People, Ixxxix. 19. 


out of the people. Claredſt, by an extraordinary 
= way of communicating in- 
telligence, to thy holy pro- 
phet Nathan in the following 
ever memorable expreſſions — 
I have given your help and 
ſuccour in charge to one who 
is eminently qualified with 
abilities, with virtue and 
piety to execute the impor- 
tant commiſſion: I have raiſ- 
ed up a young man to be in- 
veſted with this authority, 
who is in all reſpects worthy 
of it compared with the whole 
5 body of my people. | 
: 20. I have found Whatever is wanting for 20 
- WW Pvid my fervant: à governour I have found 


„a, md bolt oi ſufficiently poſſeſſed by Da- 


havel anointed him, 


A vid, who will be under my 
. direction and ſubſervient to 
— my purpoſes: in the uſual 
t 5 form of anointing with oil 
» ſet apart for that intent, I 
55 have conſtituted him king 
or and ruler. | 

To 
10 governour of 1/-ae/: and the reign of Saul, becauſe it was 
ak · utended with ſome unfavourable circumſtances, induſtri- 
he. ouſly paſſed over. | 


* Mighty, as David was not at this time otherwiſe re- 
dſt, nerkable, the Chald. Paraph. renders eminent in the law, 
referring to his virtue and piety. See 2 Sam. viii. 

_ f Oi! mixed with vermilion and applied only to anoint- 

ng kings, prieſts, prophets and ſacred things, 


ver- 
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A PAR APHRASE on the 


To whom IT have further 
CY" ſettled and unalterably deter- 
mined, the continuation of 
my ſupport and protection; 
fo long as he is prudent and 
obedient they ſhall never de- 
ſert him: my concurrence 


and providence ſhall likewiſe 


22 


ſtrengthen and animate him 
to reſolve with fteadineſs, 


and act with an invincible 


courage and magnaminity. 
The enemy ſhall not be 
able by either power or policy 
to gain advantage over him: 
nor under any imaginable 
pretext, ſhall the moſt cor- 
rupt deſigning and perverſe 
of mankind, have it in their 


power ſo to haraſs and diſtreſs 


23 


24 


him, that he ſhall not in due 
time extricate himſelf. 

And as a pot that is brok- 
en or olives bruifed, 1 wilt 
cruſh before his face his 
troubleſome adverſaries; like 
one that ſtrikes his foot a- 

x ſtone; and ſtumbles 
and falls, I will overthrow, 
and inflict diſeaſes and cala- 
mities, on them who have 
no regard or favour for, but 
utterly hate him. 

But my moſt punctual fi- 
delity in keeping my pro- 


miſes, and my extraordinary 


kind- 


21. With whom 
my hand ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed: mine 
arm alſo ſnall 
ſtrengthen him. 


22. The enemy 
ſhall not exact upon 
him: nor the ſon 
of wickedneſs afflict 
him. 


23. And I wil 
beat down his foes 
before his face, and 
plague them that 


hate him. 


24. But my faith- 
fulneſs and my mer- 
Cy ſhall be with him: 
and in my name 

ſhall 


. J 5 
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ſhall his horn be ex- 
alted. 


25. I will ſet his 
hand alſo in the ſea, 
and his right hand 
in the rivers. | 


y 

. 

n 26. He ſhall cry 

& unto me, thou art 
my father, my God, 


and the rock of my 
ſalvation. 


all 
e 


nd 
lat 
27. Alſo I will 
make him my firſt- - 
born higher than the 
kings of the earth. 
ith- 


ner 
im: 


kindneſs ſhall attend him for Secr. 67. 
his ſafety, and entire happi- &v—= 
neſs: and in his connexion — 
with worſhip of, and obedi- 
ance to me he ſhall conti- 
nually advance in wealth and 
power, authority and dignity. 

I will greatly enlarge his 25 
dominions; which ſhall ex- 
tend on his left hand to the 
Mediterranean ſea, and on 
his right to the Euphrates, 
Tygris and other conſiderable 
rivers. | 

As related to and affec- 26 
tionately concerned for him, 
in his affliction he ſhall freely 
alk my as ready ſuccour, 
ſaying, — O my gracious Fa- 
ther, my moſt high Gop, 
and the foundation of my 
ſafety and proſperity — I can 
never doubt of thy goodneſs 
and power; or their exertion 
for my well-being and hap- 
pineſs. 5 

In return for this filial 27 
duty, and impreſſive grate- 
ful ſenſe of his immediate 
and entire dependance, I will 
diſtinguiſh him with all the 
dignity and privileges of a 
firſt- born ſon: and will truly 
exalt him above all other 
earthly potentates. | 


That 


416. 


Ster. 67 


8 
PSAL N 


IXXxxix. 28. 


A PARAPHRASE on Ibe 


That extraordinary favour 
which I deſign him ſhall 
moreover be exhauſtleſs, I 
will continually be in the 


kindeſt acts manifeſting and 


ever keep in ſtore greater 
degrees of it; and amidſt all 


other inſtabilities and viciſſi- 


9 


30 


31 


tudes, the promiſes of that 
engagement I have entered 


into with him, - ſhall be un- 
alterably ſtedfaſt and punctu- 
ally performed. 

His family and lateſt poſ- 
terity, proceeding in the ſame 


regular courſes, ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed upon an unſhaken- 


and immoveable foundation; 
and the government remain 
in his line through a ſucceſ- 


ſion of duration like that of 
the heavenly revolutions, or 


the endleſs ages of eternity. 


But if, as all men are liable 


to degenerate, his off- ſpring 
leave off the practice of my 
laws; and in their private 
conduct or publick adminiſ- 


trations, are not conſtant in 
obſerving thoſe moſt equal 


and juſt rules J have pre- 
ſcribed them; 


If through a faulty negli-. 
gence and  yofaithfulneſs, 
thoſe reaſonab'e expedients 


of v virtue and piety, my poſi- 
tive 


28. My metcy 
will I keep for him 
for evermore, and 
my covenant ſhall 
ſtand faſt with him, 


29. His ſeed alſo 
will I make to endure 
for ever, and his. 
throne as the days 
of heaven. 


30. If his children 
forſake my law, and 


walk not in .my 
judgments ; 
31. If they break 


my ftatutes, and 
keep not my com- 
mandments ; 


Book of PSA L MS. 


32. Then will I 
viſit their tranſgreſ- 
fron with a rod, and 
their iniquity with 
tripes. 


33. Nevertheleſs, 
my loving kindneſs 
will I not utterly 
take from him, nor 


ſuffer my faithful- 


neſs to fail, 


34. My covenant 
will [ not break, nor 
alter the thing hat 
75 gone out of my 


lips, 


Vol. III. 


417 
tive inſtitutions are violated Sgr. 67. 
by them; and they do not 
concern themſelves to ob- 
ſerve my ſtanding precepts 
of everlaſting truth and righ- 
teouſneſs: | 3 
I am bound by no pro- 32 
miſes to connive at- their 


Ps ALI 
Ixxxix.3 t. 


wrong behaviour; I will cer- 5 


tainly animadvert on and 
puniſh to reclaim them from 
their prevarications; and ap- 
ply a proper diſcipline of 
various afflictions to correct 
them into an acknowledg- 
ment and amendment of 
their habitual wilful treſpaſſes. 


— — iN 


But a true repentance 33 
being all my. view in any 
ſeeming ſeverities, if they 
will be ſo conſiderate as 
to comport with it, I have 
not, nor ever will diſannul 
my purpoſes of ſhewing an 
uncommon regard to David 
and his ſeed : there ſhall no- 
thing of flaw defect or deceit 
be found in the truth of my 
declarations, | 

My word and covenant 34 
once plighted, ſhall nor, like 
that of untrue and perfidious 
men, be reſcinded or de- 
parted from; I will never 


deny or revoke what I have 
really ſpoken. HEE 
E e Once 


_ 
Ster. 67. Once for all have I given 


F the full ſecurity of a moſt 
SAL 


exxix.z5, ſolemn oath upon my own 
eternal and immutable recti- 
tude, ſaying, if I fruſtrate 
David's expeRation, then all 
faith and truth are periſhed. 
36 There ſhall never be an 
extinction of his family, but 
a perpetual ſucceſſion of his 
deſcendants : and the ſun ſhall 
as ſoon be torn from his 
glorious orb, as the kingdom 
under my care and guard 
rent and alienated from his 
royal line., * 
37 As the moan is regular 
and conſtant in its ſettled 
motion, fo firm and unſhaken 
ſhall be their ſupport and all 


the proſperity and ſplendour 


that relies upon it: if the 
luminaries on high be fixed 
in their ſpheres, and ſhall 
continue to be certain ſigns 
of times and feaſons fo long 
as the world laſts; then the 
performance of Gop's pro- 
miſe to the houſe of David 

may be fully depended on. 
38 Notwithſtanding theſe po- 
ſitive ſolemn aſſurances to the 
contrary, the ſad ſtate of our 
affairs 


A PARAaPHRASE on the 


35. Once have I 
ſworn by my holj- 


neſs, that I will not 


lie unto David, 


„ 
36. His ſeed ſhalt 


endure for ever, and 
his throne as the ſun 
before me. 


37. It ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed for ever' 
as the moon, and av 
s a faithful witneſs 
in heaven. Sclah- 


38. But thou haft 
calt off and abhor- 
red, thou haſt been 
wroth with thine 
anointed. 


s Some underſtand this of the rain bow in the cloud, 
conſtituted after the deluge as a certain ſign that the earth 
ſhould never again be overflowed with waters. 


'"# 4 &Þ FJ 
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39. Thou haſt 
made void the cove- 
nant of thy ſervant: 
thou haſt profaned 
his crown, by cating 
it to the ground, 


40. Thou haſt brok- 
en down all his bedg- 
es; thou haſt brought 
his ſtrong holds to 
tuin. 


41. All that paſs 
by the way, ſpoil 
him: he is a reproach 
to his neighbours. 


q 


rible waſte of 


affairs but too viſibly ſhews 
3 haſt rejected; that 
thou haſt done this with 
marks of the utmoſt diſdain 
and abhorrence; that in the 
extremity of thine indigna- 
tion like a deluge of waters, 
thou haſt brought a ſeries of 
calamities upon one of this 
favourite line who hath ſway- 
ed the fcepter. 

That having firſt broken 
the conditions on his part, 
thou haſt uttetly aboliſhed 
the whole covenant entered 
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IXXVIix. 39> 


39 


into with thy ſervant: as if, 


with the utmoſt contempt 
thou hadſt thrown his crown 
to the ground and trampled 
upon it, thou haſt plainly 
diveſted him of all dignity 
and authority. 


And of all defence too; 40 


for his bulwarks on the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom are ut- 
terly demoliſned; and his 
fortified towns and ſtrongeſt 
caſtles nothing but an hor- 
perfect ruin 
and deſolation. 


Like a vineyard without 41 


incloſure and common for 
all paſſengers; his territories 
are become an eaſy prey to 
any foreign potentate who 
pleaſes to take them in his 
„Ee 2 Fonte 
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n 


* 


and ravage them: and neigh- 


bouring nations who formerly 


diſpatched honourable em- 


baſſies to our monarch, now 
deride and inſult him. | 


42 The common enemy hav- 


ing been remarkably ſucceſs- 
ful, is truly formidable and 
carries it with an high hand; 
and thoſe who never. were 
well affected to our. nation 


or religion, have too much 


A PaRAPHRASE on the 


42 Thou haſt ſet 
up the right hand 
of his adverſaries ; 
thou haſt made all 
his enemies to re- 
joice. 


ground for it, and triumph - 


in our calamities. 

That ſword which has ſo 
often cut its way through 
the thickeſt ſquadrons, hath 
loſt its keen edge and invin- 
cible force: our troops no 
more with a genuine military 
ardour ſuſtain the ſhock of 


hoſtile rage. 


44 Like a lamp which is ex- 


tinguiſhed, the royal ſplen- 
dour and dignity is wholly 
eclipſed: and as a common 
footſtool his throne of ma- 
jeſty is in the utmoſt degree 
of indignity and meanneſs. 
His life and reign are fo 
far from being long and hap- 


PY» 


- 43. Thouhaſtalſo 
turned the edge of 
his ſword, and haſt 
not made him to 
ſtand in the battle. 


44. Thou haſt 
made his h glory to 
ceaſe, and caſt his 


throne down to the 


ground. 


45. The days of 

i his youth haſt thou 
ſnortened: thou haſt 
covered 


5 Glory, Edward: thinks with Madge that ſome ſplendid 
ornament, probably the mitre worn by the eaſtern kings 


is ſignified here. 


"+ Fehoiachin- who ſeems referred to, entered upon his 
reign at eighteen years old, and reigned only three years 
and was carried to Babylon, 2 £ings xxiv. 8. 


the 
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covered him with 
ſhame. Selah. 


46. How long 
Loxp, wilt thou 
hide thyſelf? for 
ever? ſhall thy wrath 
burn like fire? 


47. Remember 
how ſhort my time 
is: wherefore haſt 
thou made all men 
in vain ? 


43. What men 7s 
he that liveth, and 
ſhall not ſee death ? 
ſhall he Kk deliver his 


foul from the hand 


of the grave? Selah. 


J * 


Py, that like an abandoned Szcr. 67. 
ſinner he is cut off, at leaſt 1 
from all publick character, Ixxxix. 45 
in the midſt of his youthful | 
days; and goes loaded with 
the greateſt weight of igno- 
miny and miſery. | 

A ſpeedy relief ſeems ab- 46 
folutely neceſſary to prevent 
our entire ruin: how long 
bleſſed Lok p, as if thou 
hideſt thyſelf, wilt thou ſeem 
unconcerned ? Always? ſhall 
thy diſpleaſure rage like a 
devouring fire till we are 
wholly conſumed ? 

Let the brevity and uncer- 47 
tainty of this my mortal life 
move thy pity : wherefore 
ſhould it ſeem, that thou haſt 
made us ſo in vain, that 
during it we ſhould enjoy no 
ſatisfaction: only conflict with 
griefs and pains? | 

Why ſhould we periſh be- 4 
fore the appointed time ac- 
cording to the uſual ſtandard, 
to which in the natural courſe 
of things we are continually 
haſtning, and from which no 
mortal living is exempted? 
What man 1s ſo robuſt and 
athletick that he ſhall not 


ſoon experience his liable- 


Ee 3 neſs 


_ + Literally, e/cape by ſlipping out of the way, or through 
* | ; 


the hands of Sheol. 


42% A PARAPHRASE on the 


Ster. 67. neſs to the ſtroke of death? 
* or * rn by 2 
s, ing himſelf he can e 
* 4 the power of the 0 

grave or inviſible ſtate? 
49 Ever-bleſſed Gop, where 
are the inſtances of thy extra- 
ordinary beneficence, ſo rich- 
ly experienced in former 
ages; and ſo ſolemnly en- 
gaged for even by oath upon 
thine own unchanging vera- 
city, unto David and his ſeed ? 
zo Properly reſent, moſt juſt 
Being, the vileſt diſhonour 
that is caſt upon thy ſervants 
as if they had no Gop to 
ſave them: it fills my heart 
with ſhame and ſorrow to 
think, in what a contemp- 
tuous manner we are treated 
by all the people in power, or 
the great Lords of this world. 
1 And of the repeated and 
aggravated  indignities and 
contumelies, wherewith the 
enemies of Go and religion, 
have loaded the actions and 
character of our moſt gracious 
6 monarch 


49. Lox, where 
are thy former lov- 
ing kindneſſes, abhich 
thou ſwareſt unto 
David in thy truth? 


50. Remember, 
Lox, the reproach 
of thy ſervants ; how 
I do bear in my 
boſom the reproach 
of all the | mighty 
people ; 


51. Wherewith 
thine enemies have 
reproached, O Lord; 
wherewith th have 
reproached 9 
footſteps of thine 
anointed. 


It is ſuppoſed, that ſome couxtiers of Nebuchadnezzar 
obably exaſperated him againſt this unfortunate prince 
cee by falſe and malicious inſinuations, thereby to 


aſten his ruin. 


$ Footſteps, the Cha/d. Paraph. renders the ſlowneſs of the 
footſteps of the feet of thy Me/iah or anointed : and Kimchi 
pnderſtands it of the delays of the Me/ig4, whence the diſ- 


courſe was that he woul 


never come; and all their hopes 


deceived them. Similar to that of Heb. x. 37. 2 Pet. iii, 9- 
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monarch, whom thou haſt Szcr. 67 · 
anointed, —— 


52. Bleſſed ze the Whatever be the courſe of Err 


p 3 . XXXIX. 51 
Lo ap for evermore. Qjyine diſpenfations and ſtate 52. * 
Amen, and amen. ® | 


of our affairs at preſent, we 
are ſatisfied that in their 
proper ſeaſon all thy pra- 
miles ſhall be accompliſhed; 
and do with the utmoſt ſince- 
rity aſcribe to thy bleſſed 
name everlaſting praiſes. So 
be it, ſo he it. | 


PSALM XC. SECT. LXVIII. 


The great Creator the ſupport of all generations. 
His abſolute Eternity. Man mortal. The longeſt 
life ſoon ended. Sudden deaths frequent. Bad 
conduct ſometimes the cauſe of them. The com- 
mon ſtandard of that generation threeſcore years 
and ten. People's latter end too little conſidered. 
Pious wiſh that they would do it more and 
obtain the divine favour. A frayer, humble 
arbitration, or pleading moving addreſs of Moſes 
the prophet or man of God. The occaſion, as 
is ſuppoſed, the irrevocable decree paſſed. Numb. 
xiv. which condemned all that were numbered 
from twenty years and upward to a ling ring 
death in the wilderneſs: and the deſign ther 


a improvement and conſolation. . 
Ps ALM xc. 1. | PS ALM XC. 1. 
ORD, thou COOVEREIGN Lon p and ger. 68. 

ar 3 Z . oY Maker, thou alone haſt w— 
_ mor ace m au been our grand dependance Par. 
to generations: | XC, 1. 

als and conſtant ſupport; through 
the all ages and generations from 
Ee 4 our 
11 


un According to the'Jewj/+ diviſion here ends the third 
book of paü. | | 


424 FT A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sgr. 68-out firſt riſe or original 


* — foundation to the preſent 
PSALM | | | 


xc. 1. Period. . 
2 Thouindeed art the certain 2. Beſore the moun- 
object of an abſolute and per- tains were brought 
tual confidence: for ante- forth, or ever thou 


8 ; d formed th 
cedent to the birth of aſpir- _—_ . nary 


ing mountains, the delivery even from everlaſt- 
and formation of this ſolid ing to everlaſting, 
earth, and the adjuſtment of chou ar God. 
the ſeveral parts of the vaſt 
univerſe; even from an im- 
meaſurable and ſtrictly eter- 
nal duration, to the ſame un- 
reckoned and unbounded ex- 
h tent, thou art ſelf-exiſtent 
| and Omnipotent, the firſt 
cauſe and laſt end of what- 
ever has being. 
3 Though mortal man muſt, 3. Thou || turneſt 
at thy command, return to 114 abs pun 
the earth out of which he ye children of men. 
was formed; nay, be reduced 
to the ſmalleſt duſt or pow- 
der; yet at thy command he 
ſhall again revive; and in the 
future 


$ Thou Hadi formed, & c. Literally, and thou earth wert 
in travail, or, and the earth was in travel. 

Some render this as a deprecation, bring not men back 
to deflruftion, fince thou haſt ſaid come back, i. e. by repent- 
ance to pardon, ye children of men. Others underſtand it 
of the reſurrection, though thou converteſt man, or maleſt 
bim to return into the minuteſi particles of earth and dufl, yet 
thou wilt afterwards raiſe him. This latter interpretation 
is favoured by ſome of the beſt Jewiſh commentators, and 
as the learned Peters from whom ſome part of the para- | 
phraſe is taken, is both grounded on a literal tranſlation 
and makes the ſenſe plain and clear. + 
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future reſurrection thou wilt S rer. 68. 
ſay, return ye ſons of Adam. — 


4. For a thouſand 
years in thy ſight 
are but as yeſterday 
when it is paſt, and 
as an watch in the 
night. 


5. Thou carrieſt 
them away as with 
a flood; they are as 
aſleep; in the morn- 
ing they are like 
graſs, which grow- 
eth up. 


6. In the mornin 
it flouriſheth, an 
groweth up: in the 


evening it is cut 
down and withereth. 


And though this grand 
event be at the diſtance of a 
thouſand or ten thouſand 


years, this makes no diffe- 


rence, for as yeſterday, or as 
a ftill ſhorter time even a 
watch by night, it will paſs 
and is indeed nothing com- 
pared with the everlaſting 
duration of an Infinite Being. 

In the natural courſe of 5 
things all men are but ſhort- 
lived, and in ſome inſtances 
more remarkably, thou ſweep- 
eſt them away as with the 
force of a reſiſtleſs torrent: 
death may be confidered as 
a ſort of ſleep, from whence 
they ſhall awake in the morn- 
ing of the laſt day freſh and 
flouriſhing, as the herb that 
renews it ſelf, 

In the morning of this im- 5 
portant future renovation, 
the righteous ſhall indeed 
appear moſt verdant beautiful 
and vigorous : but previous 
to that, which is a reflection 
enough ſad and gloomy, they 
are to paſs through the pre- 
ſent diſtreſſed and dying con- 
dition. And 


\ The diviſion of the Jewif night 5 is well known: to 
have been into twelve hours, theſe into ur watches, fo 
that a watch muſt be three hours, 
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Szer 63. | And «this evening of our 7. For we are con- 
Nu life comes on apace: eſpe- 3 
F” 3 cially when nature's quick Teach are as ba 

decays are not all, but by bled. 

our ſins we have provoked 

thy diſpleaſure to bring upon 

us grievous afflictions; fike 

a flaming fire ſpeedily to con- 

ſume us: and that extreme 

indignation of thine which 

implies in it death in all its 

greateſt horrours. 5 
8 From. the ſeverity of thy . Thou haſt ſet 
diſpenſations, it ſhould ap- ch iniquities before 
pear that thou haſt as it were jn the light _ 2 
placed in the ſtrongeſt point countenancæ. 

of view, all our multiplied 

and aggravated tranſgreſſions 

at one heavy ſtroke to puniſh 

them: even our molt ſecret 

defections, and revolts of our 

thoughts full before thee that 

nothing may eſcape due ven- 

geance. 
9 For all the tranſitory days  % Tor. off our 
of our mortal frail lives are in thy Wrach: we 
gone away 1n a round of va- ſpend our years as a 
nities and miſeries: we finiſh © tale 7hat is told. 

75 „ our 


o Tale, ſignifies thought as well as ſpeech, and ſome 
render, vapour of the mouth quicker than one can ſpeak, 
ſwifter than thought. Others, our years as a ſpider have 

' meditated, exerciſed rn or been employed, viz. in 
weaving ſuch webbs as the next broom ſweeps away; i. e. 
our age is ſpent in fruitleſs Jabours, which preſently come 
to nothing. The next verſe is ſuppoſed more particularly 
to belong to thoſe who died in the wilderneſs ; a great 
number of hom could not poſſibly reach the age of 

= : Pt ſeventy ; 
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our years like an empty tale Sgr. 68. 


10. The days of 
our years are three» 
ſcore years and ten: 
and if by reaſon of 
ſtrength they be four- 


or ſcattering vapour, a mut- 
tering voice or imperfect 
ſound. 


Our age is now greatly 10 


OS 


reduced, and the fixed ſtan- 
dard, which in common ve 
cannot expect to exceed, 


ſcore years, yet 15 
their ſtrength labour 
and ſorrow ; for it 
is ſoon cut off, and 


we fly away, 


threeſcore years and ten: and 
if ſome few by means of a 
ſtronger conſtitution arrive 
at fourſcore, yet their ſtrength 
ſerves little purpoſe beſides 
enabling them to undergo 
greater degrees of pain and 
grief: in the growing diffi- 
culties of that irkſome time 
they find a ſwift decay: they 
ſoon. finiſh the whole of life's 
ſhort journey: and as a flying 
cloud or ruſhing wind we 
ſuddenly paſs away. 


11, Whoknoweth 
the power of thine 
anger ? even accord- 
ing to thy fear, / is 
thy ? wrath. 


tend to the effects of thy 
wrath or can conceive of the 
dreadful puniſhments in thy 
| . Almighty 


ſeventy ; and thoſe that did, probably ſoon felt a ſwift 
decay; but ſeems too ſhort a term for the general ſtandard 

in thoſe early ages. See Pet. Crit. Diff. on Job, p. 30g. 
p Some interpret, God's wrath is equal to what men 
fear or apprehend of -it, he affrights not with vain and 
empty terrors, but will really inflict on impenitent ſinners 
'to the utmoſt of his threats ; others, they fall every day but 
no man conſiders and numbers his days: or as R. Maſes men- 
tioned by Aben-Ezra — he that knows the force of thy wrath 
and knows how to number our days, the truth is known to him. 
Peters very pertinently obſerves, that ſomething ſeems here 
intimated beyond the puniſhments of this world; for theſe 
are 


| Who appears duly to at- 1 
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428 A PARAPHRASE 
Ster. 68. Almighty power to inflict? 
in proportion to the fear and 
reverence which is due to 
thee as the great Lord and 
ſovereign of the world, fo 
may the tranſgreſſors of thy 
laws expect to be their pu- 
niſnment. 

12 It is therefore infinitely 
important for us to know, 
and we beſeech thee, O thou 
Gop of our lives and length 
of our days, to inſtruct us ſo 
to conſider their ſcanty mea- 
dures, as diligently to apply 
ourſelves to thy fear and 
keeping thy commandments : 
that by making a right uſe 
of this ſhort and uncertain 
ſpace of time allotted us here, 
we may prepare ourſelves the 
better for a future ſtate. 

13 Revive to happineſs in that 
ſtate eternal Gop, thoſe who 
are doomed to death in this 
wilderneſs: how long ere 
thou ſhalt raiſe their ſleeping 
duſt? and it appear that thou 
haſt repented thee of the evil 
thy ſervants have ſuffered and 
fully pardoned all their ſins. 

14 In the early dawn of that 
eternal day, vouchſafe us 
from the glorious diſplays of 

5 thy 
are what men feel and experience 


dreadful puniſhments of a future flate? 


PsATlM 
AC. 11. 


ox the 


12. So teach 27 to 
number our days, 
that we may apply 
our hearts unto wal- 
dom. 


13. Return, O 
Loxp, how long? 
and let it repent thee 
concerning thy ſer- 
vants, 


14. O ſatisfy us 
early with thy mer- 


cy; that we may 


rejoice and be glad 
all our days. 


But wwho knoxws the 


* rn 1 _—_—— a * w_vt tt 
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thy boundleſs mercy entire Szcr. 68. 
ſatisfaction, and fulneſs or- 


joy: that through, all the PA 


xc. 14. 


15. Make us glad 5 


according to the 
days wherein thou 
haſt afflicted us, and 
the years wherein 
we have ſeen evil. 


16. Let thy work 
appear unto thy ſer- 
vants ; and thy glory 
unto their children, 


17. And let the 
beauty of the Loxp 
our God be upon 
us: and eſtabliſh 
thou the work of 
our hands upon us, 
yea, the work of 
our hands eſtabliſh 
thou it. 


circlng ages of an endleſs 
immortality we may ſing in 
triumph, and rejoice with joy 


unſpeakable and full of glory. 
Let our pleaſure and bleſ- 17 
ſedneſs, in nature and dura- 
tion, bear ſome proportion 


to, rather infinitely exceed, 


all the afflictions and calami- 


ties we have experienced, and 
too much deſerved in this 
tranſitory World. 

Let thy godlike deſigns 16 
and labours, which thou haſt 
various ways been carrying 
on of perfect and everlaſting 
ſalvation, be at length illuſ- 
triouſly manifeſt to thy ſer- 
vants in their own conſum- 
mate felicity: and in a pe- 
culiar dignity and glory ſhed 
upon their off-ſpring. 

Let the utmoſt. dazzling 1 
brightneſs of the divine fa- 
vourable aſpect, and final ap- 
probation be upon us in the 
higheſt degree to exalt us: 
and the works of our hands 
in conformity to thy laws, 
do thou follow us with, and 
in their effects and natural 
genuine recompence for ever 
confirm ta us: yea eſtabliſn us 

1 in 


. 


Seer. 68. 

— 
PALM 

XC. 47. 


* 


* 
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PsSALM 
xci. 1. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
in the enjoyment of thoſe 
aceful reflections and no- 


bleft rewards which flow. 


from integrity, or a ſtedfaſt 
perſevering virtue and piety. 
Deiner 


"PSALM xc. SECT, LXIX. 
Religion man's title to the divine protection, and 


Bis perfret ſecurity. Its fincere votaries the 
charge of angels; and their welfare and ſalva- 
tion aſcertained by virtue F a divine promiſe. 


. | Suppoſed, defigned by Moles as the former for 


| thoſe who fbould die in the wilderneſs, this for 


thoſe who were to ſurvive the general threat ned 
Ps A 1. xci. 1. 2 Ps AL u xci. 1. 
E who is duly careful, E that dwel- 


"WRQ- 19- GUL leth in the 
with a religious truſt ſecret place of the 


in Gop's promiſes and a moſt bigh, ſhall a- 
conſcientious ' obſervance of bide under the ſha- 
his laws, to arm himſelf a- dow of the Almigh- 
gainſt feat; may fully de- 
pend, as if he dwelled within 
the veil of the tabernacle, 

that 


4 Peters remarles on this pſalm that Moſes is arming 


them againſt the fear of death by a religious truſt in God, 


with the promiſe of a miraculous protection to ſuch as 
truſted in him. The little ones were condemned to a forty 
years wand'ring for their father's fins, but with a gracious 
promiſe however, that they ſhould at length obtain an en- 
trance into the land of Canaan. Both ſorts therefore, he 
adds, ſtood in need of a ſupport and conſolation, though 
of a different kind ; and we find it given them in theſe two 
plalms. Crit. Dig. p. 301. It may not be improper to 
abſerve that every traly good man cannot reaſonably ex- 
pect the peculiar protection ſpecified in thę text. 
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that an eſpecial providence Ss or. 69. 
ſhall- watch over, and per 
| petually defend him,” ANIM 
2. I will ſay of In all cafes and circum- : 
of the Loxb, - is ftances,” full of this confi- 
fonreſs my Gal, ence 1 will openly declare, 
in him will I trot. that when I have the divine 
poſitive aſſurance, I deſire no 
other ſupport: his truth is 
unſhaken and inviolable, and 
1 do and ever will entirely 
rey vida 2007 
3 Surely he ſhall —Wholoever you are that 3 
_ thee * do make the experiment, 
fowler, and from 1he Jon ſhall find yourſelyes per- 
noiſome peſtilence. fectly ſafe in it; and neither 
| | de ſurprized by ſudden un- 
foreſeen hazards, nor fall by 
epidemical diſcaſes' and cala- 
mities. ö 


4. He ſhall cover 
- thee with his fea- 
thers, and under his 
wings ſhalt thou 
truſt: his * truth 
all be thy ſhield 
and buckler. 


As chickens under the 4 


hen's ſtrong pinions and 


brooding wings, the young- 


eſt amongſt you are certain 
to be defended : as the mili- 
tary man relies on his armour, 
you may depend abſolutely 
on the truth of his word; his 


faithfulneſs is full ſecurity as 


to 


r His truth, as Peters obſerves, meaning no doubt, that 
gracious promiſe, Numb. xiv. 31. But your little ones, wvhich 
ye ſaid ſhould be a prey, them will I bring in, and they ſhall 
know the land which ye have deſpiſed. Whereas of the others, 
their doom is repeated in the following verſe, your carca/es 
ſhall fall in the wilderneſs. Crit. Dif. p. 302. Shield and 
buckler is ſuppoſed to give the image of prince's life-guard 
ſurrounding and protecting him. 
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xci. 43, 5. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Ster. 69. to the performance of what- 


ever he has engaged for. 


You need not be alarmed, 
from thoſe unexpected evils 


which the night-ſeaſon ſome- 


times produces, arrays in ter- 
ror, and thereby fills the mind 
with an unuſual perturbation: 


nor from thoſe penetrating. 


ſorrows, ariſing from tem- 
peſts, light'ning, infection, 
or famine, which are ob- 
ſerved in the day: time, to 
be moſt rapid in their carreer, 
violent in their progreſs. 


6 From the peſtilence which 


both day and night, as walk- 
ing inviſibly, communicates 


from body to body its ve- 


nomous emanations: nor from 


that kind of pernicious diſ- 


temper, which ſpeedily cor- 
rupteth and conſumeth the 
whole animal frame, in the 
heat of the day eſpecially 


ſpreads and rages, and wher- 


ever it comes carries de- 
ſolation. | 

In the prevalence of con- 
tagious diforders you will 


ſoon be accuſtomed to daily 


growing ſpectacles of morta- 
lity, but amidſt all death's 
fad triumphs, you ſhall cer- 
tainly be preſerved. 


Only 


5. Thou ſhalt not 
be afraid for the 
terror by night, nor 
for the arrow that 
flieth by day. 


6. Nor for the 
peſtilence that walk- 
eth in darkneſs ; nor 
for the deſtruction 
that waſteth at noon- 
day. 


7. A thouſand 
ſhall fall at thy ſide, 
and ten thouſand at 
thy right hand; but 
it ſhall not come 
nigh thee. 


a -«þ O£@a © 
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8. Only with thine 
eyes ſhalt thou be- 
hold, and ſee the 
reward of the wick- 


9. Becauſe thou 
haſt made the Lox o 
which is my refuge, 
even the moſt High, 
thy habitation. 


10. There ſhall 
no evil befal thee, 
neither ſhall any 
plague come nig 
thy dwelling. * 


11. For he ſhall 


give his angels 
charge over thee, 


to keep thee in all 


thy ways. 


12. They ſnall 
bear thee up in their 


hands, leſt thou daſh 


thy foot againſt a 
ſtone. 


War. . 


weeping eyes, thoſe who may , 


be dear to you fall by their 
own guilt; and the juſt ſen- 


tence executed upon them, 


that was paſſed for their wick- 
ed murmurings and diſobe- 
dience. 


You ſhall be ſecure on this 9 


account, that you, as I and 
all truly good men do, have 


believed the divine report, 
confided in the Almighty's 


protection, and duly obſerved 
all his commandments. 
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ci. 8. 


You may entirely depend 10 


on his ſupport and conduct; 
you, yourſelves ſhall be effec- 
tually guarded againſt all 
harm; neither ſhall the re- 
ſpective members oſ your fa- 
milies meet with any afflic- 
tion or calamity to annoy or 
diſtreſs them. 


* 


For it ſhall be given in 11 


eſpecial charge to the mini- 
ſters of his providence, his 
holy angels, ro keep a con- 
ſtant watch over all your 
goings out and comings in. 


As officious nurſes or the 12 


moſt tender mothers bear in 
their arms the deareſt infants, 
ſo ſnall theſe truly benevolent 


intelligences, with aſſiduous 


Ff care 


* 
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A PARAPHR ASE on the 


Sect. 69. care and the utmoſt circum- 


— anm=nmumnd 
PsALM 


ci. 12. 


ſpection, perform their kind 
offices; to preſerve you from 
all afflictive events or diſ- 
aſtrous accidents. 

Under their inſpection, 13. Thou ſhale 
though your wandrings be _—_ * — _ 
in a wilderneſs abounding young lion and the 
with beaſts of prey and dragon ſhalt thou 
the moſt noxious ſerpents, trample under feet. 
you ſhall be in nodanger from | 
them; in perfect ſafety you 
ſhall tread and even trample 
upon. cruſh and deſtroy the 
moſt fierce and venomous of 
them, 


14 Since, declares the ſo» 14. Becauſe he 


vereign Controller, he de- Jn fore wil 


pends on and is entirely de- I deliver him: I will 
voted to me, I will provide ſet him on high, be- 
for his ſecurity: on this ac- cauſe he hath known 
count, that he acknowledges 7 ame. 


my 


The learned Bochart thinks, theſe are only ſerpents of 
different ſorts: and Peters, that there is ſomething ſo par- 
ticular in this that it will ſuit no other part of the Jew/b 
hiſtory beſides their wanderings in the wilderneſs ; which 
abounded with theſe noxious creatures, ſee Deut. viii. 15. 
and yet with which we do not read that they were infeſted 
till towards the end of the forty years, when God was 
pleaſed, for the renewed murmurings of that people, to let 
them looſe upon. to chaſtiſe them. And even then imme- 
diately upon their humiliation, a miraculous remedy was 
provided, wiz. a ſerpent of braſs, fixed upon a pole, as 
this ingenious writer ſuppoſes, to call to their remembrance 
that which ſeems to have been the great object of theif” 
faith and hope from the fall: the promiſed victory over 
the old ſerpent, — and over death: the ſight whereof muſt 
fill them with delight and confidence, and not with dread. 


- Crit. Dif. p. 303. 
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my authority and is ſubject 
ro my laws I will-place him 
beyond the reach of evil. 
15. He ſhall call If ever he ſhould meet 
upon me, and I will with any thing that diſtrefles 


ſwer him: I will a NN 
15 wich him * — him, he ſhall no ſooner im- 


ble; I will deliver plore ſuccour than 1 will 
bim, and honour = it: my peculiar pre- 
_ nce is with, I will inſtantly 


; exalt, him to the higheſt 
16 With long life I will prolong to him an 


will I ſatisfy him, , 
and ſhew him my happy duration to the utmoſt 


t ſalvation, 


is wiſhes, either in this 
world or infallibly in that 
which is to come: where in 


435 
SECT. 69. 
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Ps ALM 
xci. 14. 


15 


reſcue, and moſt certainly 


16 


the abſence of all evil, he 


ſhall ſhare in the great ſalva- 

tion or enjoy everlaſting life 

and perfect bleſſedneſs. 
Fra - PSALM 


t Aben-Ezra, R. Gaon and Kimchi interpret ſatvation as 
referring to the days of the Myſiah. Peters properly 
tranſlates va · acabede hu, in the foregoing ver. glorify him. 
And very ſenſibly remarks, if we can doubt what is here 


meant by long life, we may find it well explained P/a/, 


xxi. 4 — If ſalvation was revealed from the beginning; 
and God's faithful people, all along from the fall, expected 


ſome great perſon through whom they ſhodld at length 


obtain a conqueſt over death, then the words /;fe and /a/- 
vation in the Old Teflament will be no longer ambiguous: 
or at leaſt may very naturally be underſtood of a future life 
and ſalvation, when the context favours ſuch an interpre- 
tation, in ſhort every prophecy that was underftood by the 
Hraelites.— was to them an intimation of another life. As 
on the other hand the expreſs notices of another life to be 
met with in the Oli Teſſamem are a confirmation of the 
prophecies, ſo that they lend a mutual aſſiſtance to each 
other. Crit. Diff. p. 306. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


PSALM XCIL SECT. LXX. 
The importance and advantage of religious grati- 


tude. The ſubjef the divine favours and won- 


_ derful works of providence. The earthly minded 
and ſe 


uſual, greatly ignorant as to futurity, and 


the terrible fate that is approaching the moſt 
proſperous wicked. The righteous certain to be 
. ſome time 32 A Hrict ode hymn or ſong to 
| be performed on 


the ſabbath-day. The Author 


not improbably Moles. 


PSALM XCil. 1. 


Sect. 70. J T is juſt and reaſonable, 


I perfectly becoming and 


PsALM jnexpreſſibly beneficial for all 
XCU. I. 


men to confeſs and magnify 


the ſelf-exiſtent Being: and, 


O thou ſovereign ſpirit and 
center of all excellence, with 
elevated ſentiments and the 


moſt expreſſive words declare 
thy boundleſs dominion and 


ſupreme perfection. 


2 With the earlieſt dawn of 
morning- light, to acknow- 


ledge openly thy extraordi- 


nary and unparalleled cle- 


mency and mercy; and as 


often as the evening - ſhades 


return, thy conſtancy and 


inviolable fidelity to thy word 


and promiſe. 
Farther to give all ima- 
ginable advantage and digni- 


p 


PSALM xcii. 1. 
TI T 1 a good thing 
to give thanks 
unto the Loxp, and 
to ſing praiſes unto 
thy name, O moſt 


High: 


2. To ſhew forth 
thy loving kindneſs 
in the morning, 
and thy faithfulneſs 
every night; 


3- Upon an in- 


ſtrument of ten 
ſtrings, and upon 


, ths 
I 


Jl 
he 
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the pſaltery ; upon 
the harp with a ſo- 
lemn ſound, 


4. For thou, Loup 
haſt made me glad 
through thy work: 
J will triumph in 
the works of thy 
hands, 


— 


5. OLoxp, how 
great are thy works ! 


and thy thoughts are 


very deep. 


6. A brutiſh man 
knoweth not; neither 
doth a fool under- 


ſtand this. 


or obtaining a victory, I will 


_ ſtanding, quite beyond the 


* 


ty to the noble ſervice, that Ser. 70. 
is in the power of art or na- — 
ture, the choiceſt muſical in- 3 29 
ſtruments or the moſt charm- 

ing voices. 

The contemplation of thy 4 
wonderful works in the hea» 
vens and the earth, afford the 
rational well-diſpoſed mind 
a peculiar ſatisfaction _ 
moſt refined pleaſure; as 
occaſion of finiſhing harveſt 


ſing exult and triumph in the 
perfection beauty and varie- 
ty, order multitude and mag- 
nificence of the diſplays of 
thy wiſdom and Omnipo- 
tence. 

Maker and Lon»: of all, 5 
2 illuſtrious full of wonder 
and immenſe in extent are 
thy operations! and the 
ſchemes of thy univerſal go- 
vernment inexplicable, in- 
ſcrutable by human under- 


reach of mortal capacity. 
| The degenerate orovelling 6 
man who is wholly taken up 
with the things that are be- 
fore him, and has no ſenſe 
of or regard to immaterial 
objects and future inviſible 
realities, conſiders not nor is 
concerned about theſe im- 


N. z portant 


- 


438. 


hey ns 
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A PARAPHRASE Ont The 
Szcr. 70: portant matters: neither doth 


a fooliſn ſtupid and wicked 
one penetrate ſo far as to form 
proper ideas and receive due 
impreſſions, either relative to 


che grand-fulje& I have n- 


dioged of that I am now 
going to 1 intimate. 1 2149 
Tt; lx; goncering the earth- 


Y roſperity of ungodly 

its {ad end; that w 
—— ſuffers the high- 
eſt degree of jt to happen, 
their enterprizes to be ſuc- 
ceeded, their wealth abound, 


and their ſtate in all exter 


reſpects to be moſt flouriſh · 
ing, ſo that they live and die 
in the utmoſt luxury pomp 
and u and yet are beyond 
all bounds profane hy pocri- 
tical and immoral; there are 
reſerved for them future pu. 
niſnments: and all their per- 
verted bleſſings haſten them 
to a moſt terrible eternal de- 
ſtruction: 


8 As much as they exalt 
themſelves above all that is 
called God, and flight thy 


laws, their glory ſfrall die 
with them: and thy Almigh- 
ty power, certain equity and 
perfect holineſs be made con 
ſpicuous to the whole world 
in Their eycrlaſting confuſion, 

Mien 


7. When the wick. 
ed ſpring as the 
graſs, and when all 
the workers of ini- 
quity do flouriſh ; it 
is that they ſhall be 
deſtroyed for ever: 


8. But thou Loo, 
art moſt hd for 
ever moe | 


Bock -of P$8ALMS. 


9. For lo, thine 
enemies, O Loxp, 
u for lo, thine ene - 
mies ſhall periſh; all 
the workers of ini- 


quity ſhall be ſcat- 


tered: | 


10. But my horn 


ſhalt thou exalt like 


the horn of an uni- 
corn : I ſhall be an- 
vinted with freſh oil. 


11. Mineeye alſo 
ſhall ſee my defire on 
mine enemies, aud 
mine ears ſhall hear 
any deſire of the wick- 
ed that riſe up a- 
gainſt me. 
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Which will abundantly SECT, 70. 


prove thy righteouſneſs and 
vindicate thy providence, a 
period - ſhall certainly com- 
mence, how long ſoever it 


may ſeem delayed, when the 


greateſt diſtinction will be 
made betwixt wicked and 
pious men, thine enemies and 
thy faithful ſervants; the 
former, it cannot be doubted, 
ſhall be debarred of future 
life and happineſs, diſperſed 
as chaff before the wind; or 
by a final judicial ſentence 
for ever ſeparated from the 
aſſembly of the juſt. 

The latter, amongſt whom 
J hope to be hereafter con- 
ſidered, ſhall not only be 
freed from their ſufferings 
but recompenced for them, 


dignity : as ſtrengthened with 
new unknown vigour, or as 
anointed with the treſheſt and 
moſt exhilerating oil, their 


condition ſhall be truly flou- 


riſhing and their bliſs eternal. 


nm 


PSA 
xcil. . 


10 


and advanced to the higheſt 


As remarkably as if the. 


dreadful ſcenes were preſent- 
ed to my external ſenſes, and 


1 beheld their agonies or 


heard their 


groans, ſhall I 
Fea: ie 


be 


u The repetition is not improbably as Eiwards obſerves 


a ſpurious one, to be attributed to the careleſſneſs of ſome - 


tranſcriber, 
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Ster. 70. be a ſpectator of or fully ſa- 


Coen m=umumnd 


Ps AL 
xcii. 1 1 * 


* 


tisfied concerning a juſt judg- 
ment executed upon my ob- 
ſtinate and incorrigible ene- 
mies according as they have 
deſerved: and whatever of 
miſery. I could reaſonably 
deſire thoſe to ſuffer who 
have exerted their utmoſt 
power to diſtreſs me, ſhall 
ſurely be inflifted on them. 

As the palm- tree through 12. Therighteoys 
all ſeaſons of the year retains — — —— 
its verdure, ſo ſnall the man — like a cedapip 
of integrity and benevolence 2 9 
flouriſh in the world of im- 
mortality: and ſhall reſemble 
for growth vigour and beauty 
the ſtrong cedar or the lofty 


Thoſe 


The trunk of the paim-jree is large, round, freight 
and lofty. The top is crowned with a large tuft of ſpiring 
leaves, about four feet long, which never fall off, but al- 
ways continue upon the tree in the ſame flouriſhing ver- 
dure. The whole is very aa, At the bottom of 


Pine, 


the leaves, the fruit called | dates, grows in cluſters like 


grapes, ſweet and agreeable to the palate. Dr Shaav ſays, 


he was informed that it is in its greateſt * about thi 
years after it is planted: and continues in the ſame fu 


| vigour ſeventy years longer, bearing all this while every 


year about three or four hundred pound weight of dates. 
It likewiſe yields a kind of honey, which comes upder the 


| general name WAT. Cedar Celfrus interprets Pine-tree, which 


is tall, ſtreight and beautiful, growing upon mountains, 
and in cold countries, fit for maſts of ſhip, ſee Exel xxvii. 
5. which the Cedar of Lebanon cannot be; ſeeing it ſhoots 
into many very large branches about ſeven or eight feet 
from the ground. Olav. Cel/. Hierobol. Part. I. p. 106. 
Shaw's Trav. p. 244. Hiller Hierophyt. Part. I. P. 125. 
Part. II. p. 463. Joſeph. Bell. Jud. L. V. c. 3. TO 
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13. Thoſe that 
be planted in the 
houſe of the Lord 


; 441 
Thoſe who by their at- Secr. 70. 
tendanct on publick ſocial Y*? 


PALM 


ſhall flouriſh in the 


worſhip in the houſe of Gop 


XCH, 13. 


eourts of our God, here below, are planted with 
the genuine principles of 
vital religion, and properly 
ripen'd for the eternal harveſt, 
ſhall reap the happy effects 
of heavenly bleſſedneſs in the 
courts above. 
14. They ſhall They ſhall not decay on 14 
fill bring forth fruit account of grey hairs or be 
mal be fas and fon. leſs fruitful the older they 
riing: grow: no ſeaſons of that 
g glorious world ſhall hinder 
but as if their youth was per- 
h — renewed they ſhall 
ring forth fruit and be full 
of vigour and verdure. 
18. To ſhew that To give undeniable evi- 15 
the LOAD & upright: dence to the whole moral 
he is my rock, and | 


there in no unrigh- 
teouſneſs in him. 


creation, that the great and 
Lokp of all, acts con- 
rmably to the ſtricteſt rules 
of truth and righteouſneſs: 
the object of my entire con- 
fidence may ever be depend- 
ed on: under no cover, on 
no poſſible account will there 
ever. be found in him the 
leaſt unfairneſs ' deceit or 
iniquity. „ 


A Fenn ASE en the 


„ 5 
1 Ly : 
S % 4 


b 8 A L XCIn. 


The kin Foo 14% majehy., and Omnipotence of Ged. The 


is works and eternity of bis rule. 


y Alt pit Jon to bis Jupreme pleaſure utterly in 

van. His declarations concerning the ſecurity 
e bis haly place to be fully depended on, ſo long 
44 tbe worſhippers i in it are holy and righteous. 
" The occafion, as is Sages, ow violent inun- 


WB. 


1 


bh F % xciii. > 


[exiſtent Deity - is poſ- 


ern ſled. of an univerſal do- 


mimion; 3 as in royal robes he 
is arrayed in the moſt: excel 
lent majeſty; the moſt; high 


. God is perfect in power, and 


with. infinite eaſe and che 
quickeſt. inſtantaneↄus diſ- 


patch does whatſoever; pleaſes 


him: farther, the whole habita- 
ble earth reſts by his order up- 
on ſo ſtable a foundation, — 
no leſs power than his own, 
can heave it out of its place, 
or wrench it from its baſis. 


2 Ere time began, thy throne 


of abſolute authority ſtood 
unſhaken: from a duration 
antecedent to all ſublunary 


meaſures, even from an end- 


leſs eternity thou haſt en- 
Joyed the ſame identical per- 
manency 


HE everlaſting 4 


PsALM RY * 
HE Loxvp 
reigneth, he is 

clothed with ma- 
jeſty; the LoD 
is clothed with 
ſtrength, awherewith 
he hath girded him- 
ſelf: the world alſo 
is ſtabliſhed, that it 
cannot be moved. 


2. Thy throne # 
eſtabliſhed of old: 
thou art from ever- 
laſting. 


Book of PSALMS |. | 
manency of dominion. and Seer. 70. 
e of, dppigign, apd ter 7% 


yp 


3. The floods have 
lifted up, O Lokd, 
the floods bave lifted 


up cheir voice; the 


floods lift up their 
Waves. | | 


perfection. 


Being, lawleſs paſſions, hor- 
rid impieties, and unnumber- 


ed violences, like the ſwel- 


ling waves, and hideous roar- 


ings of tempeſtuous ſeas, 


have prevailed, inſulted thine 


0 


4. The Loxo on 
high 7s mightier than 
the noiſe of man 
waters, yea, tha thi 
mighty waves of the 
fear © 


— 


5 Thy teſtimonies 
are very ſure: holi- 
neſs becometh thine 
houſe, O Lox, for 


ever.” 


moral rule; 


thority and threat ned thy 


4⁴³ 


PSALM 


Immutable and eternal ci. 2, 3. 


They are all utterly in vain 4 


ſet againſt the Omnipbtence 


[2 


of the Infinite Being, who 


dwelleth in 
vens; and w | 
ſolute ſovereign, can.. raiſe a 
louder noiſe and, ſhew 1 2 
perior power to control and 
entirely ſuppreſs 4” 
fury and madness. 


* 
, _ 


doubted, but in due time 
thou wilt do it; for thy de- 


clarations on this head, have 


the full aſſurance of thy own 


inviolable truth, that they 
ſhall certainly be accompliſh- 
ed; the building againſt 
which their rage is levelled, 
is ſacred to thyſelf and re- 
ligious purpoſes, and ſhall 
be defended; ſo long as thoſe 
who worſhip in it are wholly 
devoted to 
righteouſneſs. 5 
8 PS ALM 


virtue, truth and 


4 


the higheſt = hag 
o, as their ab- 


PS ALM XCVI. 


4 PaRArRR ASI on the 


SECT. LXXI. 


. Appeal to the Almighty reſpefting the injuſtice and 
oppreſſions committed by men in authority. 


 SxeT. 71. 
—_— — — 


preſentation of theſe enormities. 
* abſurd and impious principles. 


T heir Tupport, N 
AMlictions and 


chbaſtiſement no evidences of divine rejection, but 
ef regard and intended benefit. Iniquity, certain 


miſery to its authors. 


- The occaſion, probably 


the Babyloniſh captivity, aud the defi en to * 


: cure redemption. 


Ps LM xciv. 1 


NERRING and Eier 
nal Lon p Gop, who 


PSALM mak both the power and right 


civ. 1. 


to fix exact meafures betwixt 
thy judgments and men's 
crimes; we thine injured and 


moſt grievouſſy oppreſſed 
ſervants moſt Humble 
thee, to aſſert thy prerogative | 


ſeech 


royal and inflict deſerved pu- 
niſnments. 


2 Arbiter and judge of the 


whole earth, appear ſeated 
on thy eternal throne of im- 
partial juſtice ; and teſtify t to 
all the world thy righteous 
diſpleaſure againſt a perni- 
cious growing arrogance, 
in proportionably rebuking 
humbling entirely cruſhing 

theſe children of pride. 
To what tedious long date, 
RAY thy forbearance and per- 
miſſions 


Piru xciv. 1. 
Loxp God, to 
whom ven- 

geance belongeth, O 

God, to whom ven- 

geance belongeth, 

ſhew thyſelf, 


2. Lift up thyſelf, 


thou judge of the 


earth: render a re- 
ward to the proud. 


3. Loxp, how 
long ſhall the wick- 
ed, how long ſhall 
the wicked triumph? 
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miſſions allow them, who Szer. 70. 
make -= difference betwixc 8 
right and wrong, to trample _. 
on. the juſt and ulompnl in Xi * 
the ſpoils of the innocent? 
4. How long ſhall Shall they alway thus erue- 4 
x — _ r- tate, and their wealth and 
o . 3 of ini. Power give ſanction to in- 
aity boaſt them- vectives and calumnies; that 
elves ? are expreſſive of an obſtinate 
and unrelenting malignity 
and intended to fix a laſting 
infamy ?, and thoſe who un- 
weariedly apply themſelves 
to form and execute the moſt 
iniquitous deſigns, raiſe their 
haughty creſts, and remain 
abſolute Lords over us? 
5. They break in Good Gov, like cruſhing 5 
pieces thy people, a thing, or breaking it into 
fox __ afliet the ſmalleſt pieces, they haraſs 
— and diſtreſs to the utmoſt thy 
beloved people: and lay the 
heavieſt burdens upon thine 
inheritance. 
6. They ſlay the Contrary to all rules of 6 
widow andthe frat- hoſpitality or even common 
| 8 er ts humanity, they maſſacre de- 
: ſwolate widows, friendleſs ſtran- 
gers, and without any re- 
lentings of pity, helpleſs 
| orphans. 
7. Yet they ſay, Amidſt theſe ſcenes of hor- 


the Loxp ſhall not : . x 
ſee; neither ſhall the rid barbarity, and to encou 


God of Jacob re- Tage themſelves to proceed 
Igard it. in them, they declare or pre- 
ſume with the higheſt con- 

tempt 


A PaRAPHRASE oh. the | 


Seer. 70. tempt of him, ſaying, their 


fapreme Being ſhall not in- 


xciy. p, ſpect or obſerve; neither ſhall 


the JE HOVAH who protects 
the off · ſpring of Jacob make 
us to underſtand, or call us 
to an account for it. 

$ he inſtructed you who in- 
deed rank among mankind, 
but in many reſpects more 
reſemble the brutal ſpecies, 
that have no ſenſe of moral 


or evil: and you un- 


thinking ſtupid beings, when 
will you riſe to any ma- 
turity of judgment, or what 
can give you ſtrength of 
reaſon ? | | 
9 Was any thing ever more 
abſurd and unaccountable, 
than the imagination that he 
who formed and ſtationed with 
ſuch admirable art the curious 
organ of hearing ſnould have 
nothing equivalent, nor any 


8. Underſtand, ye , 
brutiſh among the 
people: and ye fools, 
when will ye be 
wiſe? 


9. He that plant- 
ed the ear, ſhall he 
not hear? he. that 
formed the eye, ſha 


he not ſee ? 


idea of ſounds? he who con- 


trived and faſhioned with ſuch 
inimitable ſkill, the moſt per- 


fect of our ſenſes, the ſeeing 

eye, ſhould himſelf not at all 
reeive the differences of 

external objects. 

ro Ne who hath promulgated 

laws of ſtanding inſtruction 

' . , to 


10, He that * 


chaſtiſeth the hea- 
then, ſhall not be 


correct ? \ 


*The literal rendering is, he that inſiructeih the nations 


all people in the world, he that teacherh Adam giveth laws 


o 


Book of Psalus. 


correct? he that 
teacheth man know- 


ledge, Gall not he 
know ? 


11.The Lord know- 
eth the thoughts of 
man, that they are 
vanity. 


12. Bleſſed 7s the 
man whom thou 
chaſteneſt, O Lox, 
and teacheſt him out 
of thy law. 


13. That thou 
mayeſt give him reſt 
from the days of ad- 
verſity, 7 until the 
pit be digged for the 
wicked. 


to all nations of this world; Seer. 70. 
he who hath ſhewed man, yew 
all men without' exception ee 
what is good and what 
he hath required of them 
that he ſhall not - correct 
and puniſh them if they be 
ignorant or diſobedient? 

Beyond all poſſibility of 71 
deception, the Lok p diſcern- 
eth the ſpirits and imagina- 
tions of men, that they are 
frequently very foohſh and , 
extravagant; cannot ſecure 
their impunity, but viſibly 
betray them to their own 
ruin. 

In the true way of laſting 1 
happineſs is the docile humble 


10. 


man, whom by fatherly cor- 


rections thou reduceſt from 
his errors: and informeſt him 
by thy law of the knowledge, 
and habituateſt him to the 
practice of virtue and piety. 
That after all his diſquie- 13 

tudes and affſictions he may 
reſt in peace and ſafety; whilſt 
the wicked are enfnared in 
the error of their ways, and 
ſuffer that deſtruction which 
18 prepared for them in their 


paſt 


to all men 5 exception, Hall be not rebuke torres a 
0 p«niſþ them when they are inattentive to his le@ures or 
diſobey his laws. Then there will be no occaſion for the 
addition of our E:g4þ tranſlators. * s 
7 * here ſeems to vi avhilf as Jon. iv. 2. hi 16. 


ut 
Szcr. 70. paſt ungodly and impenitent 
— — ks 


For a moſt faithful and 


- P&ALM 
XCiV. 13, 


14. merciful Gop will not ſo 


neglect his people as always 
to expoſe them to injury; 

neither will be ſo utterly for- 
ſake his diſtreſſed inheritance, 

as to take no further care 
for it. 

15. Judgment ſhall at length 
be paſſed in a manner that is 
equal and moſt gracious : 
and the future ſtare which 
immediately ſucceeds it be to 


the everlaſting benefit of all 


that are true hearted. 
16 TI am ready to do my part, 


and ſhew all reaſonable zeal, - 


that juſtice may prevail on 
earth; but in theſe degene- 
rate times where ſhall I meer 
with proper abetters? who 
will riſe or ſtir to give judg- 
ment againſt the wicked 
great? When my — 

0 are attacked by the 
— enemies of GO 


and virtue, who in this world 


on Or 


A PAR APRRASE on the 


14. For the Lox b 


will not caſt off his 
ople, neither will 
e forſake his in- 

heritance. 


15. But 2 judg- 
ment ſhall return 


unto righteouſneſs; 


and all the upright in 
heart ſhall follow it, 


16. Who will riſe . 


up for me againſt 
evil doers? or who 
will ſtand up for me 
againſt the workers 
of iniquity? 


* Some interpret their former ſufferings ſhall be con- 
verted into the greateſt advantages — and to this ſhall 
ſucceed the flouriſhing proſperous condition of all pious 
men. Others, that God hath his rounds or circuits for 
judgment. When he will do full juſtice in the fight of all 

neſt men, who are repreſented as attending the train, 
and aſſiſting to the pomp of execution. 


Ln 2 — 


of 
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17. Unleſs the Lord 
had been my help, 
my ſoul had almoſt 
dwelt in ſilence. 


18. When I ſaid, 
my foot ſlippeth; 
thy mercy, O Los, 
held me up. 


19. In the Multi- 
tude of my thooghts 
within me, thy com- 
forts a delight my 
ſoul. 


20. Shall the 
throne of iniquity 
have fellowſhip with 

' thee, 


a Delight refreſh, cheridh, deal thendly with, make much 
of, as a nurſe her child, or a parent her off. ſpring. 


Vol. III. 


' to be had but from the Al- 


the ſmalleſt ſpace betwixt:me 


thought, deſtruction as un- 


neſs hath ſuſtained, and pre- 
ſerved me. 


diſtract me; the ſudden change 
conſolation infuſed by the ar- 


is enough honeſt and reſolute Szcr. 70. 


to defend them ? * 
PSAL M 


In numberleſs preſſing ne- civ. 16, 
ceſſities, there is no ſuccour 15. 


mighty; and in my own caſe 
frequently, unleſs he had 
ſeaſonably relieved, there was 


and the dreary abodes under 
ground where eternal lilence 
reigns. 

When 1 have actually 18 


avoidable, as if my foot had 
ſlipt with an enemy cloſe 
behind me, moſt merciful 


God, thy inconceivable good - | 


When a toaltiplicity of 19 
painful anxious thoughts have 
been tumultuouſiy working 
in my troubled breaſt, enough 
almoſt to unhinge and quite 


of affairs, or the ſovereign 


guments of religion, have pro- 
duced the greateſt difference 
and the moſt ſenſible pleaſure. 
For thus I reflected, or this 20 
ſentiment -was ſuggeſted to 
me, can there be. any con- 


G nection 
* 


ani f 
Srer. 70. nection or communication thee, which frameth 


— —— 


PsArku 


XCIV. 


owls 


* 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


betwixt thy eternal throne of miſchicf by a law ? 


_ righteouſneſs and mercy, and 


the fanguinary tribunal of a 


moſt unjuſt and cruel tyrant: 
who contrary to all ends of 


government, adopts into his 
iyſtem the moſt pernicious 


maxims, and under form of 
law produces the greateſt 
miſchief. 

They aſſemble in troops 
to have the righteous / and 
good man apprehended; and 


as if he was plainly proved 


guilty adjudge the innocent 
to ſuffer a capital puniſhment. 


22 Still I doubt not my ſecu- 


rity under the guardunihip 
of divine providence; whi 


\ is to me in the place of an 


impregnable fortreſs; and af- 
. — much more certain 
ground of ſafety: and with 
whatever rapidity and fury I 


am purſued, the ſame will 


prove as a rock of defence, 
or- city of refuge, where no 
one can harm me. 


23 And as to them, the t miſ- 


chiefs they threat'ned the up- 
right and pious with ſhall fall 
upon themſelves; and de- 
ſtruction ſeize whilſt they are 
perpetrating their pernicious 
ſchemes: there is no 1 * 

ut 


21. They gather 
themſelves together 
againſt the ſoul of 
the righteous, and 
condemn the inno- 


cent blood. 


22. But the Lorp 


is my defence; and 
my God ig the rock 
of my refuge.” 


23. And he ſhall 
bring upon them 
their own iniquity, 
and ſhall cut them 
of in their own 
wickedneſs ; yea, the 
Loxp our God ſhall 


* 
00 &f po 


Book of PSALMS: i. 451 
but our Gop and moſt juſt Sfcr 74. 
governour will bring them 3 
to condign puniſhment and di — 

„ a moſt terrible fate. 


PSALM XCKkK S ECT. LXXII. 

Invitation to public worſhip and thankſgiving, 
The Almighty the ſupreme Governour, and his 
people entirely dependant, reaſonable grounds 
thereof. Admoniticn againſt obſtinacy of carriage, 
and ſuch provoking murmur:, as the Iſraelites 
were guilty of in the wilderneſs. The occaſion, 
ſome ſuppoſe, bringing the ark from the houſe 
of Obed-Edom. Others the rebuilding of the 
temple. The author David, but the Jews ſay 
Moſes, and confeſs a reference herein to the times 
of the Meſſiah. | 


. PSALM xcv. 1. Ps A1 31 XCV. I. 
Come, let us TTEND, I beſeech Ser. 72. 
' ling unto the you all, and with united 
Lord: let us make 


a joyful noiſe to the hearts let us ſing for th the = . 
rock of our ſalva- Praiſes of the only living and 
tion. true Gop : as ſhouting in 
the ſheaves of harveſt, or 
triumphing for victory, let 
us raiſe to the higheſt pitch 
joyful acclamations to 


his eternal honour, on whom 


5 . we entirely depend ior peace 
y. and ſaſety. 
20 2. Let us come Under the ſtrongeſt im- 2 
— il = 7 eſence preſſions of his perfection and 
„ dd make à joyfai Providence, let us halte to 
noiſe unto him with Preſent ourſelves in his ſanc- 
plalms. tuary; to acknowledge his 
Gg 2 fäaävouts, 


A PARAPHRASE 


SECT. 72. favours, and in regular com- 


poſitions with exulting voices 
celebrate them. | 
This is truly rational, for 
they manifeſt that the Lozp 
whom we adore 1s the moſt 
high Gop, and poſſeſſed 
of the greateſt incommuni- 
cable and eternal excellence: 
infinitely fuperior in autho- 
rity to all earthly governours 
or even angelick powers. 
4 Whoſe perfection extends 
to penetrate and direct the 
earth's inmoſt receſſes or 
loweſt caverns: the fatiguing 
acclivities or arduous heights 
of the moſt lofty hills are alſo 
ſubjected to his dominion, 
and moved ſhaken and over- 
whelmed at his direction. 
The collections of water 
in wide ſeas are under his 
juriſdiction, for he origi- 
nally formed and gave a 
decree to them: and as a 
potter the clay, his operation 
figured the dry land ſeparated 
from the chaos. 


6 Suffer me then to repeat 


and preſs theinvitation, O'give 
your attendance, and let us 
pay unfeigned homage, with 
bowing heads and bended 
knees, in the ſacred preſence 
of the great Creator and our 
Lonp and benefactor. 


For 


on the 


3. For the Loxp 
is a great God, and 


a great king above 
all gods. 


4. In his hand are 
the deep places of the 
earth: the ſtrength 
of the hills is his 
alſo. 


. The ſea 1; his, 
and he made it: and 
his hands formed 
the dry land. 


6. O come, let us 
worſhip and bow 
down : let us kneel 
before the LRA 
our maker. 


5 


Pos — 


el 
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7, 8, and 9. For 
he sour God, and we 
are the people of his 
paſture, and the ſneep 
of his hand: to- day if 
ye will hear his 
voice, Harden not 
your heart, as in the 
provocation, and as 
in the day of temp- 
tation in the wilder- 
neſs; When your 
fathers tempted me, 
proved me, and ſaw 
my work. 


t and 11. Forty 
years long was I 
grieved with his 
generation, and ſaid, 
it is a people that 
do err in their heart, 
and they have not 
known my ways : 
Unto whom I ſware 
in my wrath, that 
they ſhould notenter 
into my reſt, 
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For he hath eminently diſ- Szcr. 72. 
tinguiſhed us of the [/raclitiſh ww 


nation with peculiar grants 
and privileges: it is our 
honour and happineſs, to call 
him our Gop, as a people 
to be under his tuition, as a 
flock his conſtant inſpection. 
Wherefore, if in this your 
day of viſitation, you are in- 
clined to hearken to his voice 
and obey his laws; take this 
neceſſary caution, and piouſſy 
beware of following the ex- 


ample of your unthankful 


and incredulous anceſtors in 


SALM 
XCV.7,8,9. 


the wilderneſs: where faith. 


the Almighty, your fore- 
fathers indeed put my pa- 
tience and Omnipotence to 
the trial, and likewiſe ex- 


perienced ſome what of the 


one and of the other. 
During the whole courſe 
of forty years, even from 
their leaving Egypt to their 
paſſing over Jordan, was I 
uite tired with a carriage 
truly diſguſtful in that moſt 
obſtinate and incorrigible ge- 
neration; and teſtified as to 
them, that they are a people 
whoſe errors can be placed 
to no account but that of a 
voluntary reſolved ſtupidity 
and wickedneſs: neither would 
Gg 3 they 


10% its 


. — * 
r ** — . —— . — yg 


2 ry 
— 


— 


45+ 

SxcT. 72. ever influenced to 

J. obſerve my ways of provi- 
S ALM 


PaRAPHRASE. en thy 


xcv. 10,11. dence or laws of righteouſ- 


SECT, 72. —— 6 / 


' neſs: as to all whom, fave 


Caleb and Jeſone, in my juſt 
diſpleaſure, I irrevocably de- 
creed, or moſt ſolemnly 
ſwore; faying, if they ſhall 


enter into the promiſed reſt 
and happy ſettlement, ſo let 


it happen to me, or I will 


not be Go. 


E $ A L M XCVI. 
Exhortation to celebrate the divine praiſes : and to 


render the Almighty honoured by beathens. His 
awful greatneſs, and the infinite preference due 
to him compared to idols, His abſolute ſupre- 
macy, and the glery' of bis ſanftuary. To be 
worſhipped there. The world's Governour, 
Supporter and Fudge. His judgment. The 
ſolid ground to the righteous of exultation. The 


uthor and occaſion are Juppeſed to be the Jams 


as the former. 


Packs xcvi. 3. PS ALM xcvi. 1. 


OM PLY now with my Sing unto the 
earneſt deſire, and to the Loxp' a new 


Fer eternal honour of Almighty 8 


xcvi. 1. 


Gop, ſing a new ſong of 


; praiſe for his recent and ſignal 


tavours : let the whole coun- 


try of Judea moſt melodiouſly 


celebrate our common Lox o 
and Governour. g 


I repeat 


the Lord all the 
earth. WE: 
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2. Sing unto the 
Lo Rx p, bleſs his 
name; ſhew forth 
his ſalvation from 
day to day, 


3. Declare his 
glory among the 
heathen, his wonders 
among all people, 


4. For the Logo 
is great; and great- 
ly to be praiſed : he 
is to be feared above 
all gods. 


. For 1 all the 

s of the nations 
are idols; but the 
Lox made the 
heavens. 
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I repeat it, raiſe your voices Ss er. 72. 


high to God's glory; moſt 
devoutly acknowledge his 
— and providence: 
continually declaring what 
ſucceſſive deliverances he had 


| wrought, and the great ſalva- 


tion he hath promiſed. 
Iſraelites who are acquaint- 3 
ed with the true nature and 
grand object of religion, 
treely publiſh them to be- 


wildered pagans: the wonders 
of his power and wiſdom to 


people of all nations and 


kingdoms. 
This is only doing juſtice 4 


to the moſt perfect and illuſ- 
trious of all characters, viz. 


that of the ſupreme Being: 


who is infinitely exalted in 
majeſty; and for the diſplays 
of his power, wiſdom and 
goodneſs, truly deſerving of 
everlaſting praiſes: there are 
no thrones of this earth, divi- 
nities of gentiles, nor angels 
of heaven that can claim the 


religious veneration which is 


clearly due to him. 

As to all pagan deities de- 5 
mons and images, they are 
deſpicable worthleſs idols that 
can do nothing for their ab- 
ſurd votaries: but the ſpacious 
heavens give unde niable teſti · 
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A PARAPHRASE- on the 


Secr. 72 mony to the glorious” attri- 


butes of the Lord Y n9- 
n.: 0 

Eſſential to his des and 
ever under his unconſtrained 
direction are all the nobleſt 
amazing perfections; his ſanc- 
tuary diſplays his Omnipo- 


tence, peculiar dignity and 


truly refulgent glory. 


7 O all ye families, from 


whatever tribe you ſpring, 
chearfully aſcribe unto the 


ſupreme Deity; aſcribe, I 


ſay, moſt ſincerely to the 
univerſal Lox p everlaſting 
excellence Power and ſplen- 
dour. 

Declare the inſtances of 
his evident authority, conſpi- 
cuous providence, and moſt 


illuſtrious beneficence, which 
command 


eſteem even 
the utmoſt veneration : as 
cuſtomary : to the higheſt 
earthly potentates, bring coſt- 


ly preſents and moſt humbly 


enter his ſacred. courts. - 


9 Fail not with ſubmiſſion 


and the loweſt proſtration, 


to pay your devouteſt homage 


to the Lorp of the whole 
creation; within the walls of 
that glorious manſion, which 
contains the ark of his cove- 
nant and ſymbols of his 

peculiar 


6. Honour and 
majeſty are before 
him; ſtrength and 
beauty are in his 
ſanctuary. 


7. Give unto the 
Lory, O ye kind- 
reds of the people, 
give-unto the Lok 


glory and ſtrength. 


8. Give unto the 
Lo, the glory due 
«nts his name: bring 
an offering, and 
come into his courts. 


9. O worſhip the 
Loxo in the beauty 
of holineſs : fęar be- 
fore him all the 
earth. 
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10.. Say among 
the heathen, that the 
Loxp reigneth: the 
world alſo ſhall be 
eſtabliſned, that it 
ſhall not be moved; 
he ſhall judge the 


people righteouſſy. 


11, 12 and 13. Let 
the heavens rejoice, 
and Jet the earth be 
glad: let the ſea 
Tore, and the fulneſs 
thereof. Let the field 
be joyful, and all 
that is therein; then 
fhall all the trees of 
the wood rejoice, 
Before the Loxp: 
for he cometh, 
for he cometh to 
judge the earth: he 
ſhall 


whole country, as ſeized with 


an unuſyal awe, and amaze- 


ment, approach under the 
deepeſt impreſſions with the 
greateſt ſolemnity. 


Declare to idolatrous hea- 10 


thens, that the reins of uni- 
verſal providence are truly 
managed, not by their de- 


mons and fictitious divini- 


ties, but by the all- perfect 
Deity : the whole world and 
its affairs are under a propet 
direction, and ſtand upon 
an immoveable foundation: 
moreover, whatever ſeeming 
inequalities 
there may be at preſent; 
they are in the way of being 
rectified, by an appointed 
future judgment; wherein 
rewards and puniſhments ſhall 
be adminiſtred with perfect 
accuracy to all men as they 
have acted. 


Then ſhall virtue long op- 11, 12, 13. 


preſſed at length triumph: 


let the heavens ſhine bright- 


er to congratulate the happy 
occaſion, and the earth put 
on a moſt ſmiling aſpect: let 
the oceans's roaring billows 
laſh the ſhores in token of 
ſatisfaction, and all the te- 
nants of the deep expreſs plea- 
ſure: let the wide extended 

plane 


and diſorders 


| _— 2 
peculiar preſence: let the Szer. 72. 
— mmm 

SALM 


xcvi. . 


ö 
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Secr-72-plane with its herbage corn. ſhall judge the world 
and fruit ſeem to exulr: the with righteouſneſs, 


xcvi. 11, revolution 18 a moſt impor- and the people with 


12, 13. tant one, and the wood-lands, 


his truth. 


plants and trees will be clad 
for congratulating it, in a 
moſt verdant foliage; at the 
appearance of deſcending 
Deity: for he deigns this 
earth a viſit in order to exe- 
cute judgment: the whole 
habitable world ſhall be ſen- 
tenced according to the moſt 
perfect laws of moral recti- 
tude; and the peculiar peo- 
ple tried by thoſe oracles of 
truth and reaſon which have 
been committed to them. 


PSALM XCVIIL SECT. LXXIII. 

The doctrine of a providence worthy to be rejoiced 

in. The ſolemnity and excellency of the divine 
ol, 


government. Terrible to heathen i 


aters. The 
Iſraelite's hope and joy. Moral evil to be avoid- 


ed by profeſſors of true religion. Integrity the 


ground of perpetual pleaſure and happineſs. The 
occafion is ſuppoſed to be ſome victory, and 


tb author David. See 1 Chron. xvili. 1. 
2 Sam. xviii. 14. 


Ss . 73. 


— 


PSALM xcvii. 14 Ps ALM xcvii. 1. 
HE adminiſtration of © HE Loxrp 


OY igneth; let 
all affairs is under the pe 2 fe 


Pain qivine direction; let the in- let the multitude of 


' XCVU, 1. 


habitants of the earth conſider iſles be glad rere. 


this as the moſt deſirable joy- 
ful ſentiment; and however 


diſperſed 
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diſperſed they are, and ſur- Szer. 73. 


rounded with dangerous ſeas, 8 
let multiplied iſlands here 
ground their hopes of peace 
and ſafety. © 
2. Clouds ard As if the thickeſt clouds z 
darkneſs are round of an impenetrable obſcu- 
about him : righ- 


teouſneſs and judg- 
ment are the habita- 


gorrvthis-throne. 


A fire goeth 


8 him, and 
burneth up his ene- 
mies round about. 


4. His light- 
nings enlightened 
the world: the earth 
ſaw, and trembled. 


5. The hills melt- 
ed like wax at the 
preſence of the Lord, 
at the preſence of 

the 


rity intercepted, ſhort-ſighred” 
creatures cannot fathom the 
ſecret deſigns, nor inveſtigate 
the amazing ways of provi- 
dence: yet the perfection of 
equity is the confeſſed ſtable 
baſis of Gop's throne, and 
the invariable rule of all his 
proceedings. 

As a gathering conſuming z 
fire burns dry ſtubble, the 
ſeverity of his juſtice leads 
the way, and on all fides is 
moſt dreadfully fatal; ro thoſe 
whom the evidence of truth 
could never convince, nor the 
laws of virtue regulare. 5 
His executions, like thun- 4 
der- bolts ſtruck, or the quick- 
eſt blazes of forked light- 
nings penetrated deep, and 
forced conviction through the 
habitable world: the unani- 
mated earth ſeemed ſenſible, 
and as if ſuddenly ſeized with 
trembling horrors, ſhook and 
tottered to its center. 

As wax melteth before the 5 
fire, the fixed ſolid hills ap- 
peared diſſolved at the ap- 

proaches 
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A PARAPHRASE en the 


proaches of the great IE Ho- 
vah; at the approaches of the 
ſovereign exiſtence, the ſup- 
port and Lon p of the univerſe. 


The tempeſtuous heavens 


give abundant teſtimony, to 
his perfect juſtice, in ſnowers 
of deſerved vengeance on the 


guilty heads of the irreclaim- 
able: and all people are admo- 


. niſhed ſpectators of the diſplay 


/ 


7 


of his ſupremacy, the prodi- 
gies of his matchleſs power. 


Confounded they are, and 
may all the infatuated de- 


votees of fictitious gods and 
wooden divinities, always be 


expoſed and confounded ; who 
Place confidence jn and glory 


of worthleſs handy-wor 
idols: ye greateſt lords of this 
earth, and higheſt, angels of 


heaven pay your ſole homage 


to the common ſovereign. 


Upon receiving intelligence 


of our ſucceſſes, the inhabi- 
rants of Zeruſalem gave all poſ- 
ſible demonſtrations of joy: 
the other cities of the land of 
Judea, celebrated the happy 
occaſion: which was truly 


that of juſtice prevailing, their 


enemies overthrown, and 
themſelves | delivered from 
oppreſſion and perſecution. 

For, moſt powerful Being, 
it appeared very conſpicu- 
ouſly, 


. 


the Lord of the 
whole earth. 


6. The heavens 
declare his righte- 
ouſneſs: and all the 
people ſee his glory. 


7. Confounded be 
all they that ſerve 
graven images, that 
boaſt themſelves of 
idols: worſhip him 
all ze gods. 


8. Zion heard, 
and was glad, and 
the daughters of Ju- 
dah rejoiced, be- 
cauſe of thy judg- 
ments. 


— 


9. For thou Loa v. 


art high above all 


the earth: thou art 


exalted 
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exalted far above all 
gods. 


10. Ve that love 
the Lox, hate evil: 
he preſerveth, the 
ſouls of his ſaints; 
he delivereth them 
out of the hand of 
the wicked. 


11. > Light 7s ſown 
for the righteous, 
and gladneſs for the 
- upright in heart. 


12. Rejoice in the 
Los, ye righteous, 
and give thanks at 
the remembrance of 
his holineſs. . 


ouſly, that thou overruleſt 
the events of this world, and 
eaſily diſconcerteſt all the 
deſigns of fallible mortals: 
under thy. direction, and ab- 


ſolutely ſubject to thy control, 


however they he diſtinguiſh- 
ed, are all creatures whether in 
earth or heaven. 

You who profeſs true re- 
Iigion, deteſt and ever avoid 
idolatry profaneneſsand wick- 
edneſs: as to the effects of 
this conduct, the pious and 
upright are under the divine 
protection; and certain to be 
preſerved from the power of 
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ungodly tyrants, or amply re- 


warded for all they can ſuffer. 
As plentiful crops requite 


the huſbandman's induſtry, 


ſo do ſatisfaction and happi- 
neſs ſpring from truth and 


virtue: and the greateſt laſting 


felicity and glory ſhall in the 


end crown men of a ſtedfaſt 


and inviolable integrity. 


You who act thus as rea- 12 


ſon dictates, therefore have a 
right, to ſooth your minds, 
in whatever condition, with 
the nobleſt divine hopes and 
comforts: do you conſtantly 


rejoice; and profeſs to the 


honour 


d Mudge expreſſes the ſentiment, victory and every 
kind of bleſſing, God has wrought into the very nature of 
things for their benefit. 


462 A PaxapHhassz en the 


; © Ser, 73. honour of Gop's holineſs, 


truth and faithfulneſs, that 
he does not favour iniquity, 
nor ever forſakes thoſe who . 
copy confide in and obey him. 


&. - 
| Poarm- 
Av. 12. 


PS A LM XCVIIL” 


Invitation, in this form, to commemorate ſome de- 
liverance. The truth, mercy and righteouſneſs of 
Cod conſpicuous in it. His equal and impartial 
Judgment of the world, a moſt joyful ſubject. 


Suppoſed 


Exod. xv. by the LXX, 


by ſome to be Moſes's ſong. abridged. 
Syr. Lat. Sc. a 


alm 


of David and the occaſion, the defeat of ſeveral 
beathen 23h recorded 1 Chron. xviii. 


PS ALM Xcviii. 1. 


Srcr. 73. A Recent glorious oc- 
— 11 calion offers, and, O ye 
Peru people, raiſe your voices, in a 
ED new compoſition to aſcribe to 
Almighty Gop, all the honour 
of it: the happy event ex- 
ceeds our moſt ſanguine hopes 
and is truly aſtoniſhing: when 
human ſuccours failed, the 
power of heaven plainly en- 
gaged, and the facred invin- 
cible arm of the Omnipotent 
Being gained the victory. 
2 The moſt high Gop hath 
diſplayed in our falvation his 


own independent effictency, 


and exclufive ability; his 
juſtice likewiſe and perfect 


equity appear in the ſtrongeſt 


point 


PS ALM xcviii 1. 


Sing unto the 
Lorp a new 


ſong, for he hath 
done - 


marvellous 
things; his right 
hand and his holy 
arm hath gotten him 
the victory. 


2. The Logo hath 
made known his ſal- 
vation: his righ- 
teouſneſs hath he 
openly ſhewed in 
the ſight of the hea- 
then, 
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point of view, to the full Szcr. 7 
conviction of the moſt un- — 
believing pagans. ' A 
| $9 2 re- The , Low. is a 3 "ok . 
membered hismercy inſtance of his faithful per- 
_ nie 2 formance of promiſed mercy 
all the ends of the in favour of the children of 
earth have ſeen the Iſrael: the remoteſt parts of 
ſalvation of our God. the earth have at length 
| beheld what is ſufficient to 
'procure their ready acknow- 
ledgment of the divine ama- 
ing perfections. | 

4- _ Joyful Let the whole world re-4 
noiſe unto the Lon o, ſound with joy and triumph 
- . in honour of the moſt high 
rejoice and fing Gop : let your voices break 
praiſe. forth with a ſudden vehe- 

mence, be exerted with the 
utmoſt energy, and perform 

ſacred muſick in the moſt re- 

gular and perfect manner. 

5. Sing unto the Relieve the vocal melody, 5 
Loxo with the barp; by letting it take its turn with 
——— 1 the inſtrumental: in pſalmody 

play firſt on the harp, then 
| anfwer with the voice. 
6. With trumpet „With metal trumpets, ande 
and ſound of comet the moſt beautiful ſounding 
before the Loan, Cornets, expreſs” raprurous 

the King. | pleaſure, in the preſence and 
to the glory of the Almighty 
Being and ſupreme -Gover- 
nour. N 

As concurring, let the 

aud the fulneſs there. ſwelling ſexs boiſterous waves 
of; the world, and , : h 
they that dwell with whatever it contains roar 
therein, like 


7. Let the ſea rore 
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rer. 73. like the loudeſt thunder; let 
=I the habitable earth entire, 


\ PSALM 
"ACV111. 7» 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


echo with. all its diverſity 
of productions. 


8/5 In teſtimony of their joys, 


ler the confluxes of large 
rivers, as it were, clap their 


hands in their ſonorous meet- 


ing : let the united moun- 
tains in perfect harmony 
exult, at the acceſſion of the 
peerleſs IEHOVAAH to his 
throne of judgment: for, as 


is foretold, the awful event 


commences; he comes to 
pronounce definitive ſenten- 
ces; conformable to meaſures 


of preciſe truth and right will 


he determine of the nſoral 
inhabitants of this probatio- 
nary world: and as is en- 


tirely reaſonable and fitting 
diſpoſe of all people and na- 


{ tions. 17.3 


9 and 9. Let the 
floods clap their 
hands: let the hills 


be joyful together. 


Before: the Lox o; 


for he cometh to 


judge the earth: with 
righteouſneſs ſhall 
he judge the world, 
and the people with 


Equity, 


be End of the Third Volume. 


